technical turf tips

illinois lIawn equipment, inc.

top ten products 4 of 10 10/1/96

more information. call 1.800.942.8610

l’?nosssﬁj

Pro-Seed Green

and Tee Overseeder

Production

Overseeds, topdresses and

brushes-in material in one operation.

Complete an average 5000 sq. ft. in
20 minutes. Finish is so clean that
you can work between golfers.

Saturated Seed Sites -

Controlled Depth

Spiking Drum produces hole pattern
at a rate of 150 holes per sq. ft.

Over 1600 tines enter the soil

——l until the surface area becomes

so great that the tines stop
penetrating. This creates a

.375] perfect hole to germinate and

grow bent grass.

Ground Driven Precision

Gandy seeder
Accurate seed rates from

1/8 Ib/1000 bent grass to
3 Ibs/1000 ryegrass.

Variable Speed Hydraulic

Topdresser

Hydraulic powered topdresser
accurately spreads a measured
amount of sand directly over seed
and holes. Powered agitator perfect
for wet materials.

Slow Rotation Brush
Avoids Turf Damage.

30-350 rpm fine bristle
brush gently sweeps the
seed/topdressing mixture
into the holes.

Easy Mounting to
Cushman or Tractor

Attaches in minutes to a Cushman or
17hp or larger tractor via 3 pt links
and plug-in hydraulics. Can be used
separately as a spiker, seeder,
topdresser or rotary brush.
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Construction Services to the Golf Intl_ggtr\fj

Your source for Golf Course Construction, Reconstruction & Improvement.

You have the Projects, Ideas & Needs. We have the Experience & Equipment to do
the job Right the First time.

| of Wisconsin, Inc.

Many Trucks
Equipped with
High Floatation H s

* New Construction
* Remodelling

Ties fo « Irrigation
Minimize
Damage to your &=} * Drainage
Golf Course * Feature Shaping

* Trap Sand Replacement

_Specialized
"W Equipment

Water Control Structures
Pond Cleaning

New Ponds « "Z‘l;::;;; your
Pond Lining « axisting Golf
Cart Paths » . - ﬁ,";ﬁ“
CALL US TODAY!! N < e
Lee Bruce (608) 836-7041 Dave Weber l
\ Established 1953

RAINRBIRD.

Keeping the golf world greener™

MAXILINK (Maxi Wireless)

M AXI L l N K Upgrade your current irrigation management

FREEDOM ol bl

FREEDOM

100% Wl RELESS Put the power of central

control in your hand.

OPERATION —_—

any Maxi
central
control

system

FREEDOM
HANDHELD
SHowN

IRRIGATION

1-800-373-4120

Addison » East Peoria » Rock Island

\

=

72/ PN\ 7AW Yty NNV NN\ 1727 W] N7 B BN/
\\’x%ma;-.'f-,\m\\‘%/mmh\‘\1lf./4.»/;y//;:.:-;\\-\;s§¢\\ ..;«/m-/;;-,.\'h\\\\‘%&; Wz, .f'\"\;\}.\\\\\l\\\fﬂ%%ﬁw.m\\\\‘%ﬁ
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PRESSURE
WASHERS

NEW AND USED

FREE DEMO

e SALES
e SERVICE

* PARTS
* CHEMICALS

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-666-3900

‘The Cleaning Equipment Speciallsts Since 1976°

TIM LAYDEN
General Manager

630-893-0777 @ FAX (630) 893-1045

1-800-666-3900
Service Parts Rentals Chemicals
25 S. Park Street e Roselle, lllinols 60172

Sales

Itseasyto

getattachedto

Looking to move up to the qual-
ity of a Steiner? You'll find the

same quality Steiner engineering
- with many of the capabilities of our
most powerful models - in our four-

wheel drive 410. It's designed for Rotary Sweeper

dirt and snow, edge, blow, chip,
aerate and more — in minutes. Find
out why the 410 is so easy to get
attached to. See your authorized
Steiner dealer today.

Power Angle Blade

smooth handling with our unique
articulated frame, low center of
gravity, high flotation tires and
responsive power steering. Best of all,
thanks to its “Quick-Hitch"” attach-
ments, you're ready to mow, move

Tiller

THE STEINER

ATURF TRACTORWITH A DIFFERENT TWIST

l Roseman Tractor Equipment Co. Inc
2620 Crawford Avenue

| Evanston, IL. 60201

L 847-864-1842 Fax 847-864-1938
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Bark Mulch

Several types are available. Which do you need?

Charlie Nardozzi
Staff Horticulturist
National Gardening

he advantages of using
; organic mulches to blanket
soil around trees, shrubs,
and perennial plants are many:
Mulches moderate soil tempera-
ture and make a more favorable
environment for roots. They
reduce evaporation of moisture,
helping to conserve water. They
reduce splashing from rain or irri-
gation water, reducing the spread
of disease, and they block the ger-
mination of many weed seeds.
Beyond all that, a mulch dresses
up your garden, giving it a more
finished look.

This article explores the kinds
of bark mulches you can buy and
their advantages and disadvantages.
Several bark and wood mulches are
available — bark nuggets, mini-
nuggets, hardwood mulch, and
shredded mulch. Some come in
bags, some in bulk. A chief advan-
tage of these mulches compared
with other organic mulches is that
they remain attractive and func-
tional for a couple of years. That’s
why gardeners mulching around
trees, shrubs, and other long-lived
plants are wise to choose a long-
lasting bark mulch.

The Difference Between
Wood and Bark

According to the National
Bark & Soil Producers Associ-
ation, any mulch with “bark” in
the name must be at least 85 per-
cent bark of the named tree. A
“mulch” material, on the other
hand, need be only 70 percent of
the named material, and it may be
either bark or wood. In both
cases, the remaining 15 or 30 per-
cent can be just about anything,
but it is usually wood.
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The primary difference is
how long the mulch will last
before breaking down. “Wood
breaks down quicker and is more
susceptible to insect damage and
discoloring than bark,” explains
Bob LaGasse, executive director
of the NBSPA.

Any mulch with
“bark” in the name
must be at least
85 percent bark
of the named tree.
A “mulch” material,
on the other hand,
need be only
70 pevcent
of the named
matevial, and it
may be either
bark or wood.

Nitrogen deficiency
Decomposing wood requires
nitrogen. If you add a quantity of,
say, fresh sawdust to your garden
soil, chances are your plants will
suffer from a lack of nitrogen. In
this case, the soil isn’t necessarily
deficient, but the breakdown of
the sawdust “induces” nitrogen
deficiency in your plants. Wood
and bark mulches can also induce
nitrogen deficiency, but it isn’t
likely because they decompose at
such a slow rate. It’s also unlikely
because they are on top of the
soil, not incorporated at root
depth. But if this concerns you, or
if your plants show the signs of
nitrogen deficiency, add a 2-1-1

ratio fertilizer, such as 20-10-10,
before mulching (2 to 5 pounds
per 500 square feet).

Agricultural by-products

Exotic mulches are usually
agricultural by-products and are
often (or only) available in bulk.
One big advantage is their very
low cost. Most are available only
secasonally and only in certain
areas of the country. Some exam-
ples of these include cottonseed,
buckwheat, corncobs, grape
pomace, pine straw, and pecan,
walnut, and rice hulls.

Although many exotic
mulches are attractive and less
expensive to use, they can be hard
to find and may attract insects,
such as ants. Plus, they tend to
break down quickly. Ask your
local Extension agent or garden
center about the availability of
these mulches in your area,

Cost of bark and wood
mulches

Of course prices vary across
the country, depending largely
upon your distance from the
source, the specific type of mulch,
and local promotions. In general,
expect to pay anywhere from $1 to
$3 per 2-cubic-foot bag, or $3 to
$6 per 3-cubic-foot bag. Buying in
bulk saves money, but you’ll need
to have your own truck. One pick-
up-truck load (about 1 cubic yard)
costs $14 to $25.

How to Muich
Two good rules of thumb are
to mulch with 3 to 4 inches of bark
mulch each season and to avoid
mulch layer buildup (and potential
nutrient deficiency problems) by
removing old layers of undecom-
posed mulch before adding new
layers. Coarse-textured mulches,
(continued on page 10)



Over Twenty years of caring service
and delivery of quality products.

We specialize in full service.

Gasoline Tank installation
Diesel fuel Design and layout consulting Recipient

Motor oil E.P.A. required tank upgrades of the LL.C.A.
Grease Card lock pump control systems 1995
Anti-freeze Leak detection systems DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
Batteries Tank removal and disposal AWARD

24 hour delivery Contaminated soil remediation

¢ State registered tank contractor ¢

847-358-3600

| iPALATINE OIL CO., INC.

Palatine Oil Co., Inc.® P.O. Box 985 ¢ Palatine, IL 60078

r‘ CANNON TURF SUPPLY, INC. ]

5104 Thatcher Rd.
Downers Grove, IL 60515

Where Success Is Based on a
Commitment to People.. ..

| STOCKING A COMPLETE LINE OF PESTICIDES, FERTILIZERS,
GRASS SEED AND ACCESSORIES FOR THE TURF PROFESSIONAL

Quality Products for the Turfgrass Professional

TOLL FREE 800-457-7322

(630) 852-3200
Fax (630) 852-3230
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Bark Mulch
(continued from page 14)

such as shredded bark, can be
applied thicker than fine-textured
mulches, such as cocoa hulls.
However, there are variations and
exceptions related to the type of
plants you’re mulching and your
landscape situation.

Mulching Your Plants

Whatever the type of plant,
it’s rarely advised to mulch more
deeply than 6 inches. Mulch layers
thicker than that might reduce air
circulation in the soil, which will
retard plant growth. Also, don’t
pile mulch around the main stem
of a plant where it enters the soil.
The added moisture and insect
haven that results could damage
the plant you’re trying to help.
Spread the mulch so that it covers
the “dripline” of your plant.

Annuals and perennials

To avoid encouraging stem
rot diseases, use a 2- to 3-inch
layer of mulch around soft-
stemmed annuals and perennials.

Trees, shrubs, and vines

Even around older plants
with thick bark, don’t crowd
mulch around their bases. Most
won’t succumb to stem rot as
quickly as soft-stemmed perenni-
als, but it can happen just the
same.

Vegetables

Vegetable gardeners usually
prefer to use mulches that decom-
pose more rapidly than wood and
bark and add nutrients to the soil
in the process. A common exam-
ple is a thin layer of grass clip-
pings. Because vegetables grow
fast and prefer optimum soil con-
ditions, a bark mulch that is tilled
into the soil before it is decom-
posed might steal nitrogen from
roots and so is best avoided.
However, a bark mulch can give
well-tended vegetable gardens a
much more refined look.

16
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Landscape Situation
Which mulch you choose
depends on the site.

AMOUNT OF MULCH TO
Cover 100 SQUARE
FooT ARrea

Inches

ount of
of Mulch Niatarial
(depth)

@ atied
4" 34 cubic ft.

3" 25 cubic ft.

2" 17 cubic ft.

1 cubic yard = 27 cubic feet = one small
pickup load of bulk mulch. Bark mulch bags

are commonly sold at garden centers in 2-

Areas prone to flooding

Nuggets last many years
without breaking down, but
they’re not useful in wet areas or
on steep slopes because they float
and wash away easily. Similarly,
don’t use fine particle mulches,
such as cocoa hulls, in windy or
scasonally flooded areas since they
can blow or float away easily. Of
course, aesthetics may weigh
heavier in your final decision.
Although cocoa hulls float, you
may be willing to reapply them
because you like their dark, rich
color and chocolate smell.

Slopes

On steep slopes, shredded
mulch is best and hardwood holds
better than softwood. However,
hardwood mulch tends to break
down faster than softwood and
may need to be reapplied sooner.

Pathways

For easiest walking, use
shredded bark or pathway bark.
The irregularity of shredded bark
and the small particle size of path-
way bark are better for walking
compared with mulches with larg-
er particle sizes,

Credit: Divots, May 1996




Ghoose IsoTek®
For All Your Turf Needs.

Introducing the IsoTek" fertilizer line. Proven effective on warm-season and cool-
season grasses in any growing condition or soil type. IsoTek®' begins to release its bttt
isobutylidene diurea-based nitrogen the minute it comes in contact with moisture.
At the same time, other essential turf nutrients — potash, phosphorous and
micronutrients — are slowly released from the homogeneous IsoTek* particle.
Aiding in quick green-up and the restoration of lost vigor and turf density. Which
means your turf will benefit from the sustained performance and excellent response
you’ve come to expect from isobutylidene diurea — and Lebanon Turf Products.

For more information on IsoTek”, the world’s premier nitrogen source in a
homogeneous product, call Lebanon Turf Products at 1-800-233-0628. Available
in greens and fairway grades.

31 Distributed by :
Turf Products, Ltd.
2 N 255 County Farm
West Chicago, IL.
630-688-5537

a "

Specializing in )
Golf Course Air Compressors
Renovations —

« Tees « Greens « Traps « Fairways
« Hydroseeding « Plant Installation «

Blows the competition away!

7 : * Rent by the day, week, month
On |0re * 100 - 150 PSI, 100 CFM - 1600 CFM

» CAT® diesel engine powered

1-800-RENT-121

\ Sril ) [:AT
POWER SYSTEWS
615 W. Lake Street * Elmhurst, IL 60126

contractors & architects

Certified Member: American Society of Landscape Architects
Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents
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Bull Sheet
(s it R AL

DATES TO REMEMBER

November 7 — MAGCS
Clinic and Annual Meeting at
Butterfield C.C.

November 12-14 — Penn
State Turf Conference at State
College, PA.

November 16 - MAGCS
Dinner Dance at Aurora C.C.

L T ]

November 19-21 — Three-
day Turfgrass and Ornamental
Seminar at Purdue.
December 3-5 — NCTE at
Pheasant Run Resort & Golf.
February 6-12 - GCSAA
Conference in Las Vegas, NV.
February 25 - GCSAA
Seminar “Prevention
Maintenance of Equipment”
at Seven Bridges G.C.

April -MAGCS monthly
meeting at Mt. Prospect G.C.
June 2 - MAGCS monthly
meeting at Rolling Green
c.C.

July 7 - MAGCS monthly
meeting at Orchard Valley
G.C.

L

September 22 - MAGCS

The Board of Directors at their
October board meeting, passed
the resolution that at all future
golf outings, only spikeless
golf shoes are to be worn.

For Sale: Lesco 500 with 1,600
hours, $900. Good condition,
call Glen Peters at Sunset Ridge
C.C., 847-446-5268.

Mike Vercautren at Butterfield
C.C. is busy this fall with a new
triple-row Toro LTC radio con-
trol irrigation system being
installed on his 27 holes. A new
pump station is also included.
He has also built a 4,000 sq. ft.
nursery and four new tees. No
wonder he wasn’t home when 1
called his home one evening at
6 p.m. to check on the cover
photo of this month’s maga-
zine.

Peter Leuzinger at the Ivanhoe
Club reports that they are
widening the 1st hole to about
double of what it was on the
Prairie course and moving the
cart path to accommodate the
width. On the Marsh 5th hole,
three new fairway bunkers are
being built and the green will
be recontoured, plus they are
bringing the lake closer into the
green. Paving will be done to
2,000 ft. of cart paths. Pete also
reports that his bird houses this
year fledged 81 tree swallows

Sales rep wanted;

knowledge /experience with
golf courses is needed. Call
Arthur Clesen, Inc., 847-537-
2177.

Congratulations to Parin
Schmidt, the new golf course
superintendent at Stonebridge
G.C. who replaces Roger
Stewart who left for New
Jersey.

Marilyn and Jim Burdett are
proud grandparents once again.
But after six grandsons, a
granddaughter finally appeared
on August 1, 1996. Jessie
Kathryn Burdett, born to Julie
and Dan Burdett, weighed

7 Ibs. 6 oz.

For Sale: One 1994 National
Tri-Plex 84 with 16 HP V-
Twin Vanguard engine. Only
333 hours; not used in ‘96,
$5,000. Dedoes fairway aerifier
with electric lift kit; works
great, best offer. Honda ES
6500 generator 120,240, like
new, $1,000. 100 yellow fiber-
glass bunker rakes at $2 ea. 45
Buckner #1330 brass sprinkler
heads, $15 each. 18 Rico flag
poles, 7 ft., white with red
stripe; never used, best offer.
Call Bob Lively at Mc Henry
C. C., 815-385-0635.

Don Altman at Forest Hills
C.C. is into a major project
with the city of Love Park.
The city is paying for the
building of three retention
ponds with a total area of close
to 6 acres. All of the excavated
material is being used on the
property to build a 18,000 sq.

monthly meeting at Ruffled and 36 bluebirds. ft. practice tee, three target
Fcathcrs G.C' lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll grecI]S’ four nc\\,’ tccs, al'ld
tesesssstssasesssasecsesssretaisnans Cra:g Joscelyn of Dcarpath G. C. various mounding around the

is building three new tees and course. New and improved

also is installing a “Nova” tee. blacktop paths are also being

LA R R R R R R R R R R bui[t-

(continued on page 26)
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W. Turt, In

14N937 U.S. Hwy 20

Phone: 847/683-4653

NOTHING

TEE-TO-GREEN QUALITY

FROM JOHN DEERE

2653 /2653A
Hydraulic reel drive, exceptional climbing
ability, andd 26-0r 30anch cutting units
lest you mow where others can’t

GATOR VEHICLES
Your best chotee for utility hauling
with 4- and 6-wheel low-ground

pressure models available

3215/3235

Bath deliver ground-hugging lairway
pertormance with five _inll!l Deere
manufactured 22-inch cutting units

3365

IFive A0-inch cutting units combine to

from fairways to roughs

1200A

Noew nh'n;:n features more power, more
comfort, more attachments, and less noise

Frue utility performance with your
[} rlulti' ol Sprayver, ‘-illl'.'lill'l and Cargo
box configurations

220

s noew walk-behind features an operato

presence salety svstem, new engine, and
I I-bladed reel

2243

Gas and diesel models both feature 18
hp engines and John Deere cutting
units, lor exceptional quality of cut

¢ dhe name o vomnr pearest destnbaotorn, o
mlermalion, call U015

write Johin Dievre, [Depe 956, PO} Hin

C.

Hampshire, IL 60140
Fax: 847/683-3978

RUNS LikeE A DEERE
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deliver a quality cut over wide areas—
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Myth Busting

Are Lawns a Waste
of Time and Money?

Anti-Turfgrass Statements

¢ 23 million acres of grass in the U.S. is too much
grass!

* $35 billion spent on lawns annually is excessive!

e Lawn care takes too much of our time; we’re
slaves to grass!

THE REAL GRASS FACTS

1. Turf’s Place in Land-Use: Turfgrass is
more than just an eye-appealing, home lawn feature.
It’s essential to parks and playgrounds, golf courses
and sports fields and improving commercial proper-
ty. It also provides these important environmental
benefits: Functional-soil erosion control, dust pre-
vention, heat dissipation, noise abatement, glare
reduction, air pollution control and nuisance animal
reduction; Recreational-low-cost surface, physical
health, mental health, safety and spectator entertain-
ment; Aesthetics—quality of life, social harmony,
community pride, increased property values and a
complement to trees, shrubs and other plants.

Reducing the total amount of turfgrass in the
U.S. and elsewhere will not have a positive effect on
our environment or quality of life; in fact, just the
opposite is most likely.

2. Investing in Turf Care: The Lawn Institute’s
estimate of $25 bullion spent on lawn care includes all
forms of turfgrass management and maintenance, not
just home lawns. The 1995 National Gardening
Association’s (NGA) Gallup survey (coincidentally)
reports $25 billion spent on lawn and garden care,
combined. The NGA reports that just $166 is spent
annually by those households that do take care of their
lawn, which totals $8.4 billion dollars.

3. Turf’s Maintenance Requirements: Most
homeowners find that mowing is the most consistent
and time-consuming aspect of lawn care because
only one-third apply fertilizers and pesticides,
although more do water the grass. However, mow-
ing a home lawn of 10,000 square feet, with a 19-

(continued on page 24)
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Are Grass Clippings
Clogging Our Landfills?

Anti-Turfgrass Statements

* The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) says at least one-third of all landfill mate-
rial is yard waste and most of that is grass clippings.

* 10 to 33% of the total waste stream in landfills is
vard waste and grass clippings account for two-
thirds of all yard waste.

THE REAL GRASS FACTS

1.“Yard Trimmings,” Are More Than
Grass: Based on a 1992 study, the USEPA estimates
that “yard trimmings,” including grass clippings,
leaves, branches, brush and other plant materials,
accounted for 17.9% of the total municipal solid
waste, by percent of weight. Since 1960, when yard
trimmings accounted for 22.8% of the total, this per-
centage has declined each decade, as follows: 1970 -
19.0%; 1980 - 18.2%; 1990 - 17.9%.

2. Grass Clippings Are Wet and Degrade:
Most, if not all, studies of municipal solid waste are
based on curb-side or landfill destination truck
weights. Accordingly, 100 pounds of grass clippings
weigh the same as a 100-pound refrigerator and
would be considered “equal” contributors to a land-
fill. However, grass clippings are 90% water and the
remaining 10% is very degradable, unlike the refrig-
erator and many other landfill components such as
plastics, metals, glass, construction debris, etc. If cal-
culated a their dry weight, grass clippings would not
be more than 2% of the total landfill volume; and
this volume will biodegrade very rapidly, helping to
improve landfill soils and assist in degrading other
organic matter.

3. “Research Bias” Can Confound Reports:
A 1993 report on a study of Sacramento,
California’s, landfill composition reported that
leaves and grass accounted for 26% of the total, lead-
ing second-place “non-recyclable paper” at 8% by a
sizeable margin. However, one apparent purpose of
the study was to identify potential income-generat-
ing recyclable items; and thus, different forms of
paper were reported separately: non-recyclable

(continued on page 24)



