GET AN EARLY JUMP ON
SPRING GREENING WITH

oREe® 4AWY
Slll\\' THE EX STANDS FOR EXCELLENCE
redease .| | GREENS GRADE
FERTILIZER

with IBDU" Slow Release Nitrogen

bell® CX
[ A
THE EX STANDS FOR EXCELLENCE

* Par Ex is the only professional fertilizer line
containing IBDU slow release nitrogen, undisputedly
the finest slow release nitrogen source in the world.

« IBDU delivers all of it's nitrogen in a single
growing season.

« The nitrogen release rate of IBDU is only affected by two factors:

soil moisture and granule size.
* The salt index of IBDU is the lowest of all commonly used
fertilizer materials.
* Regionally formulated blends to meet your agronomic needs.
* Non-burning; low salt index.

Manufactured By:
VIGORO
CONSUMER and PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS

Par Ex and IBDU are regislcrcd

trademarks of Vigoro Consumer and
Professional Products, Winter Haven, Florida

\
; Distributed By:

Arthur Cleasen, Inc/ Turf Products, Ltd.
(708) 537-2177 (708) 668-5537

" \ A ¥ N ‘ )
bR B O YD L YR NN
AL UL B

AL e

\"f.".'l_:- AR

I L e 1A

On Course January 1996 11




A Letter from James M. Latham

Dear Readers,

While my letters to you have been
few and far between, I will miss
writing to another magazine title,
but that’s the way of the world
today. Bob Williams deserves
roses for coming up with a name
that is passable to old folks as well
as the younger set.

From what I hear and have
seen, 1995 will not be a forget-
table year in the lives of superin-
tendents and their cohorts. It was
hot and humid down here, but we
should expect that kind of treat-
ment. Nevertheless, a couple of
our SR 1020 greens thinned out a
bit even though they were hand
watered for a couple of months by
a very good crew. Apparently
things were pretty bad elsewhere,
except perhaps in the Pacific
Northwest.

I was reeducated on
Southern lawn grasses, to the
point of having to mow Zoysia
every 4 days instead of my once a
week stint with common blue-
grass in Milwaukee. That Z stuff
just loves the hot stuff and I’'m
not one to relish mowing when
the temp hits 90-plus by early
morning. The Buffalograss I put
around the perimeter is a people
pleaser, since mowing frequency
can be normal and a reel-type
mower isn’t required. There are
more weed problems with it,
though.

Lois has been busy visiting
and tending sick kinfolks and try-
ing to keep up with some of the
bugs that the house was built
around. As a result of her com-
plaints about the lack of upkeep in
the Hillsboro cemetery, she has
just been elected to the Board.
Sound familiar? At any rate, we
are both busy
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Living in the midst of a
mesquite and cedar tree area
brings us all kinds of visitors like
roadrunners, quail, bluebirds and
red tail hawks in their season, and
a whole mess of wild turkeys and
deer. Shooting is not allowed on
these 4,000 acres, so we don’t
need bird houses or feeders to get
close to wildlife. Oh, yes, we have
a few armadillos digging for
worms every now and then, and
our resident bobcat stays well
away from humanity.

I have been serving on the
Green Section’s Environmental
and Research Committee this year
and have been kept as busy as I
want to be in making monitoring
visits to Research sites from coast
to coast across the Southern US.
The projects are awesomely hi-
tech. Turfgrass breeding has
advanced beyond my belief. From
my time as a pollen-pusher to
actually shooting in foreign genes
now is quite a jump and that is
one of the simpler procedures.

This is truly a working com-
mittee, Mike Kenna assigns a
great deal of homework prior to
the twice a year meetings of the
full committee and I am still
going through a stack of reports
and proposals 6 inches high in
preparation for our fall meeting
after Thanksgiving. We hope to
begin a new round of putting
green mixture tests next year.
These are expected to give us the
answers to many of the post-
planting questions being asked by
superintendents. But even though
the sand based greens are not
automatic successes, I'd hate to
go through a year like "95 with
mud greens as flat as the new high
speed designs demand.

One of the highlights of my
year was a trip to Taiwan and

South Korea, part of which was
under the auspices of Jacklin Golf.
It was a rude awakening to the
problems of course construction
and labor training in that part of
the world. None of the courses I
saw were on flat or even rolling
land. All that space is reserved for
farming. The golf courses were
cut off of mountain sides or tops,
to the tune of some 5 to 6 million
vards of rock and soil.

The Taiwan courses were
planted to Georgia’s finest
hybrids, while the Korean course
had Zoysia  fairways and
Penncross greens. The most
delightful thing about the latter
was their intent on keeping the
mowing height at 3 /16 inch for-
ever! Like many of our courses,
however, they pushed the season
too hard and lost some bentgrass
early on in the season. That
course, incidentally, is one of the
best equipped 27 holers I have
cver seen. Two fairway top-
dressers. They were not sold a bill
of goods on machinery neceds,
they just bought everything they
needed. Their weed control pro-
gram is slow, but effective, with
several 3-woman teams of hand
pickers scattered all over the place.
Even the (female) caddies pick
when they aren’t doing anything.

Of course, there was a lan-
guage barrier, but that was over-
come by good translators. I have
not yet figured out how the
Taiwan course functions with a
crew that speaks only Chinese and
a mechanic that speaks only
Japanese. At this club the caddies
ride standing up on bag-carrier
carts and the golfers walk- The
Korean caddies pull 2-baggers and
everyone walks. In spite of this
and complete pavement around

(continued on page 18)



Construction Services to the Golf Industry

Many Trucks
Equipped with &
High Floatation {8 e
Tires to [
Minimize

Water Control Structures ¢
Pond Cleaning *

New Ponds »

Pond Lining *

Cart Paths »

CALL US TODAY!!

Lee Bruce
_

We've spent over 140 years learning what works
and what doesn’t. Let us save you the time.

Hinsdale Nurseries

INCORPORATED
ESTABLISHED 1850

Hinsdale Nurseries Inc. » 7200 S. Madison * Hinsdale, IL 60521¢ (708) 323-1411|
Yorkville Farm = 8111 Route 34 » Yorkville, IL 60560 » (708) 553-6411

(608) 836-7041

Established 1953

Your source for Golf Course Construction, Reconstruction & Improvement.

You have the Projects, ldeas & Needs. We have the Experience & Equipment to do
the job Right the First time.

* New Construction
* Remodelling
* [rrigation
* Drainage
* Feature Shaping
* Trap Sand Replacement

Specialized

I8 Equipment

~ suited to
= Cleaning your
existing Golf
Course
Water
Features.

Dave Weber

We Specialize in full service.

* Gasoline ® Tank installation

® Diesel fuel ® Design and layout consulting

® Motor oil ® E.P.A. required tank upgrades

® Grease e Card lock pump control systems
® Anti-freeze ® L eak detection systems

® Batteries ® Tank removal and disposal

® 24 hour delivery ® Contaminated soil remediation

* §rate registered tank contractor

« \.

PALATINE OIL CO., INC.

”@& )€)

Palatine Oil Co. Inc. P.O.Box 985 Palatine, IL 60078

e
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Bull Sheet
i el

If you thought that you may
have recognized someone shovel-
ing snow up in the stands at the
Penn State vs Michigan football
game, you did. it was John
Berarducci shoveling out 19” of
snow at Beaver Stadium at
“Happy Valley”.

Medinah Country Club will be
the host for the 1999 PGA
Tournament. It will be the
Second week of August. Lets
hope the summer of 1999 won’t
be like the summer of 1995,

For Sale: 2 Jacobson 7 gang units,
good condition both come with
spare reels - $2,000 each or best
offer. Call Dan or Lynn with City
of Aurora at 708 /898-7228
Remember some telephone area
codes are changing to 847 from
708 on January 20. This newslet-
ter is one of them.

American Golf purchased Ruffled
Feathers G.C. on october 24,
1995. Dan Albaugh is the super-
intendent.

For Sale: 1994 Toro Reelmaster
4500-D, 5 gang hydraulic
mower, 4 wheel drive, 5 bladed
reels and wiehle rollers. Comes
with 2 extra cutting -units
included. Excellent condition,
only 928 hours. Asking $32,500.
Call Marc Davison at 414 ,/339-
4640

Wanted: Jacobsen F-10 Diesel
Tractor and Jacobsen Fairway
units, any condition. Call Ron at
815,/468-3438

T

Mark Callahan at the Golf Club
of Illinois built a new 6M square
foot practice putting green and
sodded it with washed Penncross
sod. Also they started to build
concrete cart paths from tee to
green on all holes. Like many
others the wet weather put an
early stop to that construction.

Necrology
It is with a deep sense of loss
that we announce the death
on November 13th of the
father of Henry Michna.

Y

& ll.ll R

President Don Cross (on the right)

presenting John Lebedevs with a

plaque for service on the Board of
Directors as the Commercial
Representative at the Annual
meeting, November 9, 1995,

Dudley Smith arrives for golf at
Midlothian C.C. in his 1928
model A Ford for the ITF Golf
Day.

R R Y

Jim Johns at Northmoor C.C.
has been kept busy this past, fall
by building 3 new target greens,
2 bunkers, fairway and all new
irrigation system for his practice
driving range. On top of all that,
all 27 green banks were resodded
with bluegrass.

Dale Morrison of GreenVisions
Golf reports the completion of all
grassing on Broken Arrow G.C.
in Lockport. The first nine (“C”
Course) opened August “95. The
second nine (“B” Course) is
planned to open in the Spring of
96. The “A” Course is the first of
its type in the Chicagoland area
with double concept greens. The
average green size per hole is
12,500 square feet, with deep
bunkering on this course.
Lohmann Golf Design was the
architect. Plus the 3 hole remod-
eling at Sunset Valley in Highland
Park, also designed by Lohmann
Golf Design.

Paul Voykin reports on the visit
of Lt. Colonel Paracha, Budget
Director for the Pakistan Army
visited his course in late October.
Colonel Paracha is in charge of
maintenance of a 18 hole
Pakistan army golf course. There
are only about 20 courses in
Pakistan, 15 are military and only
5 are private. The greens are
mowed by push mowers - done
by the army privates and the
course is hand weeded by the sol-
diers. When the monsoons come
the water can get to be 10 feet
deep and all the critters from
snakes to cows float by.

-

Colonel Paracha on the left and
Paul Voykin at Briarwood C.C.

T

(continued on page 28)
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TORO. | Groundsmaster' 455-D

A flexible 10-1/2 foot out-front
mower that combines large scale
productivity and durability with the
agility of a trim mower.

708-773-5555
FAX 708-773-4273

The Most Advanced \Walk
Greens Mower Ever Built

* Air-flow basket

» Exclusive loop handle

* Front-balanced weight design

* | 1-bladed reel gives .166 inch clip

= All belt design eliminates oil lubrication

» Accessories include micro-cut bedknife
and optional grooming reels.

708-773-5555
FAX 708-773-4273

1170 W. Ardmore e ltasca, lllinois 60143
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ExecuTtivE COMMITTEE

FINANCE COMMITTEE

ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEE

GOLF COMMITTEE

EpucatioN COMMITTEE

Byraws COMMITTEE

EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE

PUBLIC RELATIONS

EpIiTORIAL COMMITTEE

PAST PRESIDENTS COUNCIL

COMMERCIAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

BENEVOLENCE COMMITTEE

SECRETARIAL COMMITTEE

MIDWEST ASSOCIATION OF
GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS, INC.

1995-1996 COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

Don Cross, Ed Braunsky, Kevin Czerkies

Ed Braunsky, Kevin Czerkies, Don Cross,
Joel Purpur

Greg Thalmann - Chairman, Brian Bossert
Luke Strojny - Chairman, Kevin Czerkies
Brian Bossert - Chairman, Don Ferreri
Joel Purpur - Chairman, Al Fierst

Bob Maibusch - Chairman, Don Ferreri, Don Cross
Bob Maibusch - Chairman, Luke Strojny
Don Ferreri -Chairman, Bob Maibusch,
Ed Braunsky, Kevin Czerkies, Don Cross,
Joel Purpur

Don Ferreri - Chairman, Bob Maibusch,
Tod Hopphan

Jim McNair - Chairman, Fred Opperman - Editor,
Dave Blomquist, John Meyer, John Gurke,
Kevin Czerkies, Dan Anderson, Ray Schmitz

Al Fierst - Chairman, Roger Stewart
Phil Taylor - Chairman,

Joel Purpur, Phil Taylor

George Minnis - Executive Secretary,
Kevin Czerkies - Chairman, Ed Braunsky
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UNION o
DELUXE Village Blacksmith

s IS5,
[SNAP-CUT} FEB

SWISS MADE

CORONA' AMES
TRUE FRIEND

QUALITY HANDTOOLS
AT
COMPETITIVE PRICES

For information call:

Arthur Clesen, Inc. T B

543 Diens Drive e

Wheeling, IL 60090 (847) 537-2177 FAX (847) 537-2210

The turf tractor
for people who despise
non-performing investments

The Steiner does the work of a dozen different single-purpose
machines. Better. All it takes is a few minutes to change attachments
and you're ready to mow, move dirt and snow, edge, blow, chip, acrate
“Plantatree . .. and more. All as you move effortlessly across your grounds on a 16 or 20

create a legacy” hp machine with an articulating frame and hydrostatic transmission.

The Steiner. The turf tractor for people who believe in value-based
* SPECIMEN LANDSCAPE MATERIAL investments and hard work. Test drive one for yourself at your local

« CusTOM DIGGING Steiner dealer.

Financing available through STEINER
» SHREDDED BARK MULCH Dealers Credit, Inc. ¢

ATURF TRACTORWITH A DIFFERENT TWIST

ROSEMAN TRACTOR EQUIPMENT CO.,INC.
2620 CRAWFORD AVENUE

GKI EVANSTON,IL. 60201
PHONE : (708)864-1842

HORTICULTURAL ENTERPRISES, INC.

14440 MARENGO ROAD +« UNION, ILLINOIS 60180

TRANSPLANTING

847-669-8658 °* FAX 847-669-8662

Formerly known as WILLIAMSON NURSERY & ASSOC., INC.
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Directors
Column

by Kevin Czerkies

y now you all should know

that a dues increase was

voted on and passed at the
annual meeting last November.
There were 33 yes votes, and 16
no votes. It’s unfortunate that
only 49 of the 318 voting mem-
bers took the time to be at the
annual meeting and vote.

The $30 across the board
increase was the first significant
dues increase in quite some time.,
Every year the costs of running
this association continue to climb.

The MAGCS Board felt that the
best way to get the necessary dol-
lars was the dues increase. We
explored other means of raising
additional monies, perhaps by
increasing fees at our monthly
meetings or charging more for
“On Course” advertising. This
would not be fair to the monthly
meting participants and vendors.
Why should they have to absorb
higher costs to support the entire
association?

The Executive Committee
met November 21 and formulated
the 1996 MAGCS operating bud-
get. I am happy to say that
because of the dues increase we
are able to provide better services
and maintain a break-even budget
while reducing our dependency of

dollars from On Course advertis-
ing. The actual income generated
form On Course advertising is still
somewhat hard to pinpoint
because we don’t know what per-
centage of the advertisers will
want color ads.

I am very excited about the
new look to our newsletter and I
hope everyone is as proud of On
Conrse as I am.

I Hope everyone enjoyed
the holidays with their families,
My wish from Santa this year was
for 70° summer days with low
humidity in 1996. I think we all
deserve that after “The Summer
of 1995™.

A Letter from James M. Latham
(continued from page 12)

the courses, both have traffic wear
problems. These mountaineers
have some good ideas for steep
slopes, using rail lifts on very steep
areas and endless belt pcople
movers on lesser slopes,

We often forget that the
neighbors of these countries
aren’t exactly friendly. In Korea,
there are big steel sawhorses and
coils of steel cable back in the
roughs of the longest, flattest fair-
ways, Whenever there is an alert,
they are put across the fairways to
prevent small plane landings,
There are also armed guards
around the perimeters of airports
and their backs are toward the air-
planes - same thing in Tokyo, its
not a comforting feeling.

Another of my activities is a
steering committee to generate
endowment funds to support the
turfgrass teaching, research and
extension facilities at Texas A &
M University. Public funds for
agriculture in general are shrivel-
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ling and turfgrass work is seldom
at or near the top of the list. It
seems that we are reverting to the
time of Piper, Oakley, Monteith,
Grau et. ai. Turfgrass work will
have to get its sources and golf is
going to be the prime contribu-
tor, even though every other turf-
grass user will benefit directly or
indirectly. Golf is the only large,
organized group with a truly
vested interest in improvements.

Private funds got the rturf
business where it is today, espe-
cially in the education of leaders in
the industry at research facilities,
few of which existed before the
days when Fred Grau and 0. J.
Noer conducted meetings with
superintendents and green com-
mittee chairmen all over the coun-
try. They did more toward getting
turfgrass separated from forage
grasses than anyone I can think of
or have read about- (That’s
another retirement project - writ-
ing a history of the USGA Green
Section.)

Any way you cut it, get ready

for more fundraisers - real money
- if you want to sustain the pace of
advances in turfgrass maintenance
and management techniques.
Federal, State and other public
agencies just ain’t gonna come up
with the scratch needed to pro-
vide first class turfgrass programs.
The USGA is the big spender
now, but some kind of permanent
funding plan should be developed
in every area that wants continued
local progress in our field.

Sincerely,

Jim

P.S: While attending the 30th
Symposium in Milwankee (one of
the best ever), had the pleasure of
experiencing the first “good” snow-
fall of the year, Do I regret moving
back to Texas? NAW!



Kuholq, T/L/B llNIT

* A compact T/L/B diesel * GST transmission, hydro-

tractor static power steering and
* 35 horsepower 4-wheel drive
¢ Designed for * Slanted hard nose hood
Loader/Landscape/ for better visibility and

Industrial use durability

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.
Orland Park, IL 60462

(708) 349-8430

THE PROFESSIONAL'S
SINGLE SOURCE - -

¢ CHEMICALS -

SIGNAL Spray Colorant
INCIDE-OUT Spray Tank Cleaner
TRUE BLUE Lake and Pond Dye
DIRECT Drift Retardant
BALANCE pH Adjuster
TEE-UP Ball Wash
KNOCKDOWN Defoamer
PEN-A-TRATE Il Spreader/Activator

* ENVIRONMENTAL AND SAFETY

CHEMSORB® GOGGLES
SARANEX/TYVEK SUITS  GLOVES
BOOTS WASH STATIONS

CALL US FOR INFORMATION ON THESE PRODUCTS--AS WELL
AS MANY OTHERS: 800-323-6280.

PRECISION

LABOI?ATORJES INCORPOT?ATED
Norlhbrook u. (mos

2040 Lehigh Avenue

Glenview, IL 60025

HALLORAN & Telephone 708.724.8660

YAUCH, INC. Fax 708.724.8659
IRRIGATION

SYSTEMS

Irrigation Design & Installation

L]

Drainage Systems

® Pump Station Work & Consultation

Irrigation Pipe & Supplies

MIKE SCHULZ GOLF DESIGNS

New Golf Course Design
Master Planning & Remodeling Design

Wauconda, IL (708) 526-2762

Jim, Tracy Murphy

*'Golf Course Work a Specialty™’

LEMONT PAVING CO.
Lemont, IL 60439

(708) 257-6701

Darkness
Never
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~ ButNot Our Commitments To Top Quality Products And Outstanding Service

» Pond Aerator - Kasco « Shaw's Fertilizer
« Dakota - Reed Sedge Peat « Plant Marvel/Water Solubles
+ Top Dressing Mix « Nitroform - Nutralene
« Erosion Control Mats » GSL Sulfate of Potash
* No Mix (Expedite) » Monsanto
* Roots Growth Enhancer  PBI Gordon
* Milorganite and Blends « Precision
« Custom Bagged and Bulk Fertilizer » Dow Elanco
+ Country Club Fertilizer * FS Turf Seed
Wauconda, IL Tinley Park, IL Kansasville, Wi
27310 W. Case Rd. 6730 South Street 4303 S. Beaumont
Tel 708-526-0007 Tel 708-532-4723 Tel 414-878-2048
Fax 708-526-4813 Fax 708-532-9268 Fax 414-878-0181
1-800-300-4887 1-800-528-4584
1593 GROWMARK, Inc M0B233 B
e RS

PEERLESS 2000 > Quick Setup
> Spin Grind

> Relief Grind

> Auto Traverse
> Variable Spin

SIMPLEX-IDEAL-PEERLESS
WE CARRY THE FULL LINE

A A
MIDWEST
TURF & TRACTOR

708-301-8500 or 815-469-8500
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