
Groundsmaster™ JOOO-D

847-773-5555
FAX 847-773-4273

Worllman™ 3000 Series

Finally, a work vehicle choice.
A reliable 4 wheel work vehicle
with versatile capacity and three

wheel maneuverability.

• Advanced Guardian@84" Recycler@deck
for greater productivity

• New quick-attach system makes
implement changing a breeze

847-773-5555
FAX 847-773-4273
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On Course with the President

Don Cross,
President, MAGCS

;4s this issue of On Course
crosses your desk, many
of us will be in Orlando

or will soon be traveling there to
partake in, what can certainly be
considered a highlight of our
year, the GCSAA International
Conference and Show. Varied
choices of opportunity for educa-
tion, equipment and product
inspection, camaraderie, enter-
tainment, and relaxation will be
available for all. I hope many of
you are able to attend and have
the opportunity to have your fam-
ilies join you for at least the
"r~laxation" part. It might ..be a
nice way to make up for our cer-
tain "intolerable" demeanor dur-
ing the past golf season. I hope we
all return invigorated and poised
to begin a new golf season!

While many of our members
use the current "slow season" to
enjoy some needed and deserved,
rest and recharge time, your
MAGCS Board has been diligent-
ly attending to the various affairs
and business of the association.
Many plans for the new year have
already been formulated and/or
finalized at two Board of
Director's meetings and at several
standing committee meetings. A
myriad of activity proceeds behind
the scenes.
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At this writing, the New
Year has just arrived and our
Vice President, Ed Braunsky, is
finalizing the year end financial
statement, which will show we
ended up the year on solid
ground with a slight income.
The MAGCS prepares a break-
even budget each year (as we
have for 1996), and some years
we fall short, other years we
slightly profit. Overall, over the
past several years, our year end
financial condition has been very
close to what was projected.
Hopefully, we will see the same
trend with this year's finances.
Our slight income in 1995 was
due to a strong support of the
gold/silver contribution pro-
gram as well as unexpected
monthly meeting sponsorships. I
applaud all those who are
responsible and thank one and
all. Ed recently "passed the
books," along with the load of
re~ponsibility and effort in keep-
ing them in order, to Kevin
Czerkies. Kevin stands ready,
willing, and able to keep us on
Jrac~. The S~cre~ary / Treasurer _
position was the most time-
consuming task of any I have
experienced while on the
MAGCS board, and Ed would
readily agree. We owe Ed our
sincere thanks for a job extreme-
ly well done!

Committee progress is
steadily proceeding. The Public
Relations committee is finalizing
details for the Golf Show exhib-
it. The Membership committee
is assisting Executive Secretary,
George Minnis, in developing
the 1996 membership roster and
new directory inserts. Educa-
tion, Arrangements, and Golf
are all formulating their plans
and events for the remainder of

the year. The Editorial commit-
tee is hard at work with On
Course production, procuring
advertisers, and out "twisting a
few arms" in attempt to acquire
more article submission. Finally,
the Past Presidents Council will
be meeting in early January, the
details of which will be reported
in the next issue of On Course.

Lastly, I want to thank the
many contributors to the
Golden Tee Club, for their sup-
port of the MAGCS Hospitality
Suite in Orlando. The contribu-
tions this year parallel previous
years and allow us to provide the
means for our members to enjoy
a respite from the brisk pace dur-
ing conference days. Thank You
for your generosity!!!

Donald A. Cross, CGCS
President, MAGCS

TURFTALI<
708/898-6168
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Golf (ourse Superintendent's First Amendment Rights
Until recently, golf course superintendents were taxed by compaction problems, dry spots and poor aeration.
But this situation has been changed with the introduction of GREENSCHOICE@-The First Amendment. And
today, golf course superintendents are proud to proclaim their First Amendment Rights.

1. The right to free speechwhen employeesfail to water and cut the greens.
2•.The right to bear arms after someone turns off the timed sprinkler system on the hottest day of August.
3. The right to immunity after you severely injure that someone.
4. The right to an attorney when the sprinkler system failure is blamed on you.
5. The right to a nervous breakdown after it rains every day of the club tournament.
6. The right to free counseling after golfers destroy your immaculate greens.
7. The right to at least one day off a month.
8. The right to amend your greens with GREENSCHOICE, The First Amendment.
9. The right to healthy, trouble-free greens.

10. The right to be acknowledged as the greens genius that you obviously are.

You have the right to dramatically improve water and nutrient retention, and enjoy reduced

compaction and improved aeration of greens when you aerate or ~
d 'h F ,[' . 11 I I Itop ress WIt GREENSCHOICE. or more IOlOrmatlOn,ca

L
800/829-0215 or contact yourlocal E-3 Turf Products representative I

.•- • - • - • - • - • - • - • - • - • - • - • - • - • - • -..I

Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.
A Tradition - More Than 60 Years

Of Complete, Dependable, Economical Tree Service
For Private Estates, Municipalities, Schools, Industrial Areas,

Parks and Golf Courses
(847) 475--1877

912 Pitner Ave., Evanston, IL 60202
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Single Source For Fountains
Free Quote 1-800-347-4272

~----------------I
10 YES! Please give me a quote on a new fountain. I

I Name I
IA~re~ I
I City State Zip I
I~~ I

Please mail or fax form to:
I 5379 Walnut Ave. • Downers Grove, IL 60515 I
L ~08)515-8555....:..Fax(708).:25-12~ ~

FOUNTAINS •••
A Beautiful Solution for Your
Water Mangement Needs
• Improves Water Quality
• Reduces Ugly Algae Blooms
• Improves the Beauty of Your Course

CEN1URYRAIN AID ISI~@~
~ PUMPS' FOUNTAINS

Helping You Grow Rai~~
FOlH'lTAINS ...... ~'."_

636 S. Wheeling Rd.
Wheeling, IL 60090

(708) 541-0300
Fax(708) 541-0685

5379 Walnut Ave.
Downers Grove,lL 60515

(708) 515.8555
Fax(708) 515-1228

8421 West 191 St.
Mokena, IL 60448
(815) 469-7575

Fax(815) 469.1661

4691 Hydraulic Road
Rockford,lL 61109

(815) 874-0200
Fax(815) 874-0203

PLUS..•
OVER 33 CONVENIENT ADDITIONAL

LOCATIONS TO SHIP FROM!
1481 Timber Drive

Elgin, IL 60123
(708) 608-8686

Fax(708) 608-8690

Construction Services to the Golf Industry
Your source for Golf Course Construction, Reconstruction & Improvement.

You have the Projects, Ideas & Needs. Wehave the Experience & Equipment to do
the job Right the First time.

Specialized
Equipment
suited to
Cleaning your
existing Golf
Course
Water
Features.

Many Trucks
Equipped with

High Floatation
Tires to

Minimize
Damage to your

Golf Course

Water Control Structures.
Pond Cleaning •

New Ponds.
Pond Lining •

ICart Paths •
CALL US TODAY!!

• New Construction
• Remodelling
• Irrigation
• Drainage
• Feature Shaping
• Trap Sand Replacement

I

Lee Bruce (608) 836-7041 Dave Weber
Established 1953
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SINCE 1956

Meadow Equipment
Sales & Service, Inc.
Well Drilling Contractors / Pump Service

27 W. 021 SL Charles Road
Carol Stream, Il60188

PRESSURE
WASHERS

250
to

2,000
PSI

NEW AND USED

708-893-0777. FAX (708) 893-1045

1-800-666-3900
Sales Service Parts Rentals Chemicals

25 S. Park Street. Roselle, Illinois 60172

TIM LAYDEN
General Manager

DEMO
• PARTS
• CHEMICALS

FREE
• SALES
• SERVICE

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-666-3900

"Where Meadow Goes,
the Water Flows"

Authorized Sales and Service for
Leading Pump Manufacturers

WHEATON: (708) 231-6250
ST. CHARLES: (708) 584-6210
BENSENVILLE: (708) 766-1906

• Water Well Drilling

• Pump Sales and Service

• Water Well Seali ng & Cappi ng

• Complete Waterwell Systems

• Large Selection of Pumps
Line Shaft / Submersible

• Well Rehab & Chlorinations

• Maintenance Programs

• 24 Hour Emergency Service
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Down to earth
photography

(M.A.G.C.S. SILVER member)

Aerial Images Photography Co.

Over 10 years experience specializing in

o Full color oblique and infra-red AERIAL photography

o Outdoor GROUND photography

o GROUP photography

o Historic aerial photos dating back to the 1930's

That's our picture on the front cover ....
We would like to do the same for you!

TERRA TOPPER

F as! and Clean Topdressing
TERRACARE Products U-FUEL Above Ground Tanks
Grounds Maintenance Equip. Turf Products

JOHNSON AND ASSOCIATES
Of Lombard, Inc.

ROGER O. JOHNSON
708-620-8198

109 E. Washington Blvd.
Lombard, IL 60148-2637

Member
MAGCS

Aerial Images is committed to providing the best in quality photo-
graphy and customer service. All flight crews are FAA-certified
with over 3000 hours. All aircraft regularily inspected for safety
and reliability. Come fly with us!

Call today for your FREE no-obligation quote:

(708)980-7685

A NEW ADDITION TO OUR
BULK FERTILIZER PROGRAM ...

FERTILIZER IN 1000 POUND
BULK BAGS!

• REDUCES DISPOSAL AND LABOR COSTS
• CUSTOM BLEND ALMOST ANY FAIRWAY GRADE

ANALYSIS
• USE THE BULK BAG LIFTER WITH ANY FRONT-

END LOADER
• APPLY FERTILIZER ACCORDING TO YOUR SCHED-

ULE
• FEATURES AN EASY TO CLOSE SHUT-OFF

FOR INFORMATION, CALL:

Arthur Oesen, Inc.
543 Diens Drive 0 Wheeling, IL60090 0 (847) 537-2177 0 FAX (847) 537 -2210
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A Fireside Chat with Bruce Williams
(Fire Not Included)
By John Gurke and Dave Blomquist

Upon entering the Office
of Bruce Williams,
superintendent of the

Bob O'Link Golf Club and next
President of the GCSAA, it is
plain to see that this is a busy man.
Shelves and tables are crowded
with computers, fax machines,
copiers, and the like. His desk is
piled high with correspondence.
Looking behind one of these
stacks, we find Bruce waving us in
while finishing a phone call. The
purpose for our visit: To find out
more about our next GCSAA
president-his motivations, his
goals, and the issues he plans to
tackle during his term. This is not
going to be like pulling teeth, as
those of us who know Bruce also
know that he is more than willing
to talk to anyone who'll listen
about our profession.

We asked Bruce about his
beginnings in the industry, which
of course centered around his
father, the legendary Bob
Williams (who was, ironically,
President of both MAGCS and
GCSAA during his celebrated
career). Bruce not only worked
under his father, but several other
notable superintendents and pros
like Bruce Sering and Hubby
Habjan before deciding upon a
career in golf course maintenance.
He took over Bob O'Link in
1979 when Bob retired after
twenty years. For the past sixteen
years he has had the pleasure of
working with Rick Bowden, his
assistant and right hand. Asked if
Rick's presence has facilitated his
long-term commitment to our
associations, and we get a
resounding YES. But it doesn't
end there, says Bruce. For this
pursuit to be successful, he is
quick to point out that all facets of

Bruce Williams, CGCS

his life have Supported him: His
staff, his club members, his peers,
and, most importantly, his family.
His involvement with the GCSAA
is a 7 to 9-year stint, with many
days away from home and work.
The year of his impending
Presidency alone will require him
to be away from 60 to 90 days,
including ten or more during our
peak season!

Why would anyone want to
bring this on themselves? Bruce's
answer is simple: He has a genuine
desire to improve our profession.
How he can do this is answered
when we ask his "Mission" as our
next president. Bruce's initial
reaction is "to continue to look
forward and to leave it better than
I found it." He continues on to
explain the three mandates he will
address as president: Image,
Environment, and Chapter Rela-
tions. With the first two we have
been very successful over the past
few years, says Bruce. Our PR
programs such as "Par For The
Course" and the one-minute
spots during televised golf tourna-
ments, among others, are evi-
dence of this. But Bruce would
like to expand on this to the point

of making GCSAA a "brand
name" -a name as recognizable
as, say, PGA. Akin to image
enhancement is somewhat of a
"sub-mandate" focusing an career
development.

Bruce explains that with club
budgets becoming tighter and fis-
cal prudence more important than
ever, the need for us to expand
our professional capabilities is
paramount. Management compa-
nies and upper management
streamlining will favor the individ-
ual who has a more all-encom-
passing background not only in
turf maintenance, but in financial
management, marketing, and
facility management.

The chief area Bruce has
been and will be attending to is
Chapter Relations. The GCSAA
has had an affiliation agreement of
one type or another since the thir-
ties. As he sees it, the need for an
upgraded affiliation agreement is
key. The goal is for all chapter
members (A and B classes) to be
GCSAA members eventually. At
the present time, many chapters
have a less than 50% membership
rate, but these chapters receive all
the benefits an affiliated chapter
receives. The GCSAA programs
offered to chapters cost money,
and many superintendents are
reaping the rewards of these pro-
grams without belonging to the
Association. This, in Bruce's opin-
ion, is an issue which must be
addressed. He hopes that by the
year 2000 the GCSAA increases
its membership from the current
15,000 to 20,000, with a 10 to
15% increase in the current 8,200
A and B membership. Our
Association is growing rapidly,
and to ensure its future success we
need the support and involvement

(continued on page 22)

On Course February 1996 7



Urbanization Affects Tree Longevity

150

Rural SiteBest City Site

trees to a size of 8 to 10 inches
and an age of 10 to 15 years.

Additional adverse condi-
tions may reduce the lives of
trees in cramped quarters even

(continued on page 22)

Trees planted in 36-inch
tubs will survive up to 3 or 5 years
and will reach a size of 1-1/2 to
2-1/2 or 3 inches. Plants set into
inhospitable soils into which roots
cannot grow, or plants grown in
soils vastly different than those
into which they are planted are
likewise affected. These plants are
in what are commonly referred to
as contained soils and behave as
though they were in pots or tubs.
They are forced to grow in the
soil contained in the ball.

Tree pits common in inner-
city locations are often no more
than 4 feet by 4 feet and contain
48 cubic feet of soil. These are
containers which will support a 3
to 6 inch tree to an age of about
10 years. Roots of a 4-inch tree
planted in a pit of this size will fill
it in about 3 years.

32

City Avg.

Average Life of Street Trees
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years. Usually, some of the above
factors combine to cause this phe-
nomenon.

The planting site and the vol-
ume of soil available to the roots
have major impact on the longevi-
ty of the trees. A 25 inch tree
requires at least 1200 cubic feet of
soil. At a depth of 3 feet, this
means an unobstructed area of at
least 20 by 20 feet. Only large
yards, parks and golf courses in
urban locations have such open
expanses. Our common species of
shade trees will reach a 25 inch
caliper at an age of somewhere
between 26 and 40 years, At that
age, the 1200 cubic feet of soil
volume essentially are filled with
roots, and the tree has become
root-bound. Decline sets in.

AVERAGE TREE liRE '.
Species Commonly Grown in Communities

More common in the city are
areas of about 10 by 10 feet, or
300 cubic feet of soil. 300 cubic
feet of soil will support a 12 to 15
inch tree to an age of 15 to 25
years. Tree lawns or parkways
between the curb and walk are
often 8 feet by 4 feet or 96 cubic
feet in volume. These will support

Some of the trees that have
expired of late went prematurely
because of their situations. Their
demise should have been antici-
pated and expected.

Planting a tree is usually con-
sidered an exercise for the benefit
of future generations. We plant for
posterity, expecting trees to out-
live us, and to be enjoyed by our
kids and their kids. In an urban
setting, some sites will allow a tree
to live a long life, others may
severely limit longevity. In fact,
analysis of the site will provide us
with a relatively good measure of
how long we can expect a tree will
last in a particular spot. Other fac-
tors may contribute as well.

Urban intensity has a major
impact on the life span of a tree.
According to a study by the Urban
Forest Forum, the average life of
species commonly grown as shade
trees is about 150 years in rural
areas. In the best city sites this is
reduced to about 60 years. The
over-all average life span of city
trees, is about 32 years; and in
downtown locations this is
reduced to something like 6 or 7

There are at least a dozen
good reasons why urban trees
have finite, predictable life spans.
These include urban intensity, the
planting site and soil volume, the
kind of soil and what's under it,
amount of light, wind, pollution,
pests and diseases, mechanical
damage, the species, and the care
or treatment the tree receives.

By James A. Fizzell*

1fJ e have suffered signifi-
cant losses of trees
throughout Chicago-

land the last few years. Some of
these were big, old trees; but some
were not.
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GET AN EARLYJUMP ON
SPRING GREENING WITH

@

Distributed By:
Arthur Clesen, Incj Turf Products, Ltd.
(847) 537-2177 (708) 668-5537

1111- ex
THE EX STANDS FOR EXCELLENCE

with IBDU@ Slow Release Nitrogen

GREENS GRADE
FERTILIZER

• Par Ex' is the only professional fertilizer line
containing IBDU@ slow release nitrogen, undisputedly
the hnest slow release nitrogen source in the world.
• IBDU delivers all of it's nitrogen in a single

grOWIng season.
• The nitrogen release rate of IBDU is only affected by two factors:

soil moisture and granule size.
• The salt index of IBDU is the lowest of all commonly used

fertilizer materials.
• Regionally formulated blends to meet your agronomic needs.
• Non-burning; low salt index.

Manufactured By:

CONSUMER and PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS
Par Ex and IBDU'are registered

trademarks ofVigoro Consumer and
Professional Products, Winter Haven, Florida

sltt\\'
l-clc;lsc
fCI-tilizcl-
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Director's Column

•

Bob Maibusch
CGCS, MGC

BOOK IT!

1recently finished reading a
book that caused me to
reflect on the business that

we conduct and how self serving
influences have negatively impact-
ed the great game of golf. The
book is Alister MacKenzies The
Spirit of St. Andrews. While we
have time for reflection and
renewal this winter, I would rec-
ommend it to anyone.

I must confess that it sat on
my shelf unopened for several
months until the club's chairman
of grounds brought it to my atten-
tion as a book that he was reading.
Shortly after that, I picked it up
and I couldn't put it down.
Although it was written in 1934
and wasn't published until this
year, it contains such a wealth of
information pertinent to modern
day golf courses that I think it
should be required reading for
every person who ever finds them-
selves in the position of voting on
or dictating changes in course fea-
tures or maintenance My grounds
chairman shared this same senti-
ment strongly enough that he pur-
chased copies of the book for every
member of the golf course plan-
ning committee and asked them to
read it before they cast a vote on
future changes to the golf course.
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In the book, MacKenzie
talks with reverence about St.
Andrews as the ultimate achieve-
ment (divine intervention?) in golf
course architectural strategy. He
dwells on the importance of what
he calls the "line of charm," which
is the direction that the architect
has designed for you to play the
hole, versus the "line of instinct,"
which is the direct route to the
hole.

The SPIRIT of

SIANDREWS

He also talks about minimal-
ist design and the problem of the
overuse of bunkers. One of his
most interesting observations is
that his measure of a good or
great golf course is not one that
you enjoy the first time you play
it. In fact, he felt that if you didn't
like one of his golf courses the first
time around that it was probably a
good sign, but that you would
come to appreciate it after four or
five times around.

MacKenzie devotes an entire
chapter to Greenkeeping, and it is
fascinating reading. So much of
what he. believes in architecture
also applies to the maintenance of

the golf course. He took an atti-
tude of minimalist maintenance,
bemoaning the overuse of fertiliz-
ers and the overgrooming of turf.
In fact, he relates a story of how
an overmanicured golf course
takes away from the charm of the
game because if you never have a
bad lie, you cannot appreciate a
good one. I couldn't agree more.
I have long felt that we have over-
manicured our golf courses to
their detriment, to the point
where even hazards, such as
bunkers, are supposed to produce
perfect lies every time. He talks
with affection for the differing
shades of green on the unfertil-
ized fairways of some of his
favorite courses. I have been lucky
to work at a club that has an old,
established golf course that over
the years has produced this same
effect. I think it is beautiful, much
more so than the monotonous
display of color that I am treated
to on many of the resort courses
that I have played.

I am not immune to pressures
to make the golf course fit some-
one elses ideal. I do believe that we
must give our members/patrons
what they expect, within reason.
But, I also agree with MacKenzie's
observation that "Too many cooks
spoil the broth," and that the indi-
viduality of the greenkeeper
(superintendent) should be
encouraged and not interfered
with. I have succumbed to the
pressures of increasing green
speeds when I knew it wasn't in
the best interest of the golf course.
We all spend a lot of time ponder-
ing our shortcomings, and I guess
the bottom line question is, "Am I
giving my club's membership what
they're paying for?" Boy, I sure
hope so. I wouldn't give up so
much of my life to the pursuit of
these goals if I didn't think they
were worthwhile .•


