
(Art of Spraying continued)
4. Nozzle Flow Rate. The last number in the nozzle

identification number indicates its flow rate at 40 PSI. The
8008 has a greater flow rate than either an 8005 or an
8003, and it is interesting to note that at pressure from
10 to 80 PSI the larger flow rate nozzle has fewer drops
in the smaller VMD range. The droplet size is smaller
when 100 degree nozzles are used over the same range
of pressure. The better method of increasing spray volume
rates is to change nozzle size, not to increase pressure.
A method of reducing drift is to lower the pressure at the
nozzle. Nozzles sold to reduce drift usually operate at a
lower pressure due to designs that have lower pressure
at the exit opening. Standard nozzle operating pressure
is 40 PSI; below that the angle of coverage can be reduc-
ed and above that a higher percentage of driftable drops
result. Pressure from 35 to 40 PSI at the nozzle is desired
with fan type nozzles for most effective spraying.

5. Delivery Volume or Dilution Rate. A surface
area of 1,000 square feet covered to a depth of 12 inches
requires 7,480 gallons of water. Sixty-two point three
(62.3) gallons of water will cover that same 1,000 sq. ft.
to a depth of 0.1 inch, while 6.2 gallons will only produce
a layer of water 0.01 inch deep and 0.62 gallons results
in a very thin water layer, 0.001 inch. How thin is a layer
of water 0.001 inch? Take a I-inch piece of paper and cut
in in half ten times. What is left is 1/1024 inch. When
spraying one gallon of water per 1,000 sq. ft. a layer is
produced 0.0016 inch thick; at two gallons per sq. ft. the
layer is 0.0032 inches thick. This assumes all of the

volume is spread evenly and none is lost. _Sprayer
technology and operator skill are seldom so exact.

6. Disease Control/Delivery Volume. It was
shown that the length of effective disease control with
Bayleton was dependent on the delivery volume.
Significantly less disease control was reported at 23 and
even at 37 days after treatment if delivery volume was
reduced from 2 to 1 gallon of water. Optimum dilution
ranges are 1 to 2 gallon for many products. Some new
fungicide labels provide dilution guidelines.

7. Post Spray Water. Maximum disease control was
obtained from contact and some systemic fungicides when
they were applied to dry turf and allowed to dry before rain
or irrigation was applied. The period of time from initial
wetting from spray application until dry on the leaf ap-
pears to be important for uptake and disease control.
While the mechanism is not understood, the basic effec-
tiveness of a fungicide is reported to be established by the
initial water amount when applied; therefore application
to dry turf is desired and the turf should not be rewet until
the product has dried. Watering systemic fungicides after
the leaf is dry may not reduce effectiveness, nor will it im-
prove product performance. Contact fungicides do suffer
a significant drop in disease control if watered before they
dry. Products with sticking agent(s) remain effective if the
spray has dried on the leaves before wetting.

The application of fungicides for turf winter disease
management last fall began a study to evaluate three dilu-
tion rates: 2, 1 and 1/2 gal. per 1,000 sq. ft., two rates of
a combination, tank mix fungicide program and three noz-

(continued page 22)

JUST WHEN YOU
THOUGHT IT WAS OVER ...

Snow Mold Season Is Almost Here!

SPOTRETE WDG - DACONIL ULTREX - DACONIL 2787 FLOWABLE

PCNB 75WP - SPOTRETE FLOW ABLE - PCNB GRANULAR - 26019 WP

Many combinations are available. Call your Clesen Sales Rep.

FOR INFORMATION, CALL:
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543 Dlens Drive-VVheeling, IL 60090. (708) 537-217]:FAX (708) 537-2210

Arthur Clasen, Inc.
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(Art of Spraying continued)
zle types. The results are not yet completely in, but initial
readings at Duluth suggest some differences relataed to
all variables. One year does not make a good test and
future results are needed. I'll be preparing a first year sum-
mary after the next set of notes are taken at Duluth.

I'd suggest that you very carefully consider the dilution
rates used for fungicide application, as low dilution rates
of products appear to perform poorly in research reports
and in the first trial for winter disease control. It is possi-
ble, not proven, that low dilution rates are part of the pro-
blem in allowing for rapid development of fungicide
resistance. Clearly the repeated use offungicides with the
same mode of action and application of such products at
lower than label rates are important and significant fac-
tors in resistance development. Application of fungicides
at the tested/recommended dilution rates may result in
better disease control and fewer reports of resistance or
produdt failure concerns. Nozzle type, size and pressure
are significant factors affecting fungicide performance.

The sprayer output should be tested following pro-
cedures given in operation manuals or in spray nozzle
catalogs. Your goal is to measure the delivery of product
per unit area of turf. This is a function of nozzle size,
number, pressure and speed of the sprayer. How well does
your sprayer perform? Credit: Hole Notes 6/95

Bentgrasses
Past, Present & Future

by Skip Lynch. National Technical Representative
Seed Research of Oregon

Not long ago, the golf course superintendent had very
few choices of creeping bentgrasses for new green con-
struction or overseeding of existing putting greens. Since
1987, the choices seem to have grown exponentially.
Because of the introduction of so many new bentgrasses,
knowing which bents do what, where and for whom is get-
ting to be a full time job in itself.

So, how is a superintendent to keep up with the
barrage of new varieties entering the

bentgrass market?

So, how is a superintendent to keep up with the bar-
rage of new varieties entering the bentgrass market?
Study, study, study. Perhaps the next few paragraphs will
provide you with a brief guide to the bentgrass market's
past, present and possible future.

THE PAST
As golf was emerging on the North American continent,

the only "bentgrass" seed for greens available to the

(continued page 24)

Rain Bird MAXI central control and
EAGLE rotors.
Rain Bird MAXI central control and
51 DRs for greens.

Irrigation System
Rain Bird SBMs and some 51 DRs on old
course. New ten holes, all Rain Bird with
MAXI@ central control.
Rain Bird MAXILINK@central control and
EAGLE™ rotors.

Golf Course
1. Pine Valley Golf Club

Pine Valley, New Jersey

2. Pebble Beach Golf Links
Pebble Beach, California

3. Augusta National Golf Club
-u Augusta, Georgia
+ 4. Cypress Point Club
-u Pebble Beach, California
--#' S. Shinnecock Hills Golf Course

Southampton, New York
6. Oakmont Country Club

Oakmont. Pennsylvania
7. Winged Foot Golf Course-u Mamaroneck, New York

--#' 8. Shadow Creek Golf Club Rain Bird MAXI central control and-u North Las Vegas, Nevada 51 DR series rotors.
~ 9. Muirfield Village Golf Course Rain Bird MAXI central control and

Dublin, Ohio 51 DR series rotors.
10. Merion Golf Club (East) s P R INK l E R

Ardmore, Pennsylvania ~ /_ ~'>

CALL 1 (800) 373.4120 FOR A RAIN BIRD DEMONSTRATION 1 R R 'I 'G A T ION

Six of the TOP TEN golf courses
in America now use Rain Bird
irrigation equipment.
That's because no other irrigation
products offer the reliability.
flexibility and control to overcome
even the most difficult challenges in
keeping America's golf courses in
optimum playing condition. At TOP
TEN and local municipal courses
across the country - the switch is
on to Rain Bird.
IT'S THE PRODUCT OF CHOICE.

.As rated by Golf Digest 1993.

Used by permission of the Pebble Beach Company.
AU rights reserved.

Rain Bird Tops The List Of
America's TOP TEN Golf Courses*
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Pump System Specialists

Let FPS Inspect Your System
A neglected pump system
can fail at any time,
usually when it is
needed most!

:We rebuild all types of pumps.

:Authorized FlowtronexlPSI service station.

:We will service all motors. controls. pumps & valves.

:We offer the most complete pump system inspections.

CALL FOR A FREE ON-SITE DEMO!

ICENTURY RAIN AloJ 1-800-347-4272
eDowners Grove, IL60515 eMokena, IL60448 ePalatine, IL 60067
5379Walnut Ave. 8421West 191Street 315A S. Hicks
(7m) 51S-8SSS (815)469-7575 (708) 705-6200
Fa(7m) 515-1228 Fax(815)469-1661 Fax (708) 70s- 6204

A Tradition
More than 60 years of

complete, dependable and
economical tree seroice.

Since 1930

Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.
Nels J. Johnson, Jr.

President
Karl. G. Johnson

Vice President

Fully Insured
Main Office: 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, IL 60202

Telephone: (708) 475-1877
Fax: (708)475-0037
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(Bentgrasses continued)
market was the "South German Bentgrass". This was lit-
tle more than a collection of Agrostis sp. seed from
southern Germany that was cleaned and resold. The pur-
chaser of this seed was likely to get a wide range of plant
materials from creeping to colonials, highlands to redtops,
to velvet bentgrasses.

The first improvements to bentgrass putting greens took
off in two directions, vegetative selections and improved
seeded varieties. After 1920, several vegetative varieties
became available to the market. Among these were
Toronto, Cohansey, Washington and Pennpar. Although
these varieties were fairly uniform, regional adaptation
and lack of genetic diversity limited their long term suc-
cess. The first improved, seeded variety of creeping bent-
grass in the U.S. was 'Seaside' in 1923. This was signifi-
cant to the market sources. Also, an improved seeded
variety was significant because the seed could be shipped
and stored more easily than vegetatively propagated
varieties. By modern standards, little or no advancement
in disease resistances, color uniformity, or wear tolerance
was bred into this variety.

The next (and undoubtedly) significant development in
the U.S. creeping bentgrass market came with the release
of 'Penncross' in 1954 from Penn State University. Penn-
cross was something of a hybrid of the two production
philosophies. In order to maintain the uniformity of the
variety, three genetically different plant materials were
vegetatively planted in the production field, grown to seed,
and harvested.

This production process brought to the market a
relatively uniform variety. Penncross would only segregate
into 3 different colors, textures and growth habits. It was
coarse, aggressive, and susceptible to nearly every disease
of putting green turf. However, Penncross's adaptability,
persistence, popularity and impact on the market allow-
ed it to become the industry standard until the late 1980's.

The Penn State breeding program, realizing that Penn-
cross tended to be too thatchy for fairway use, bred and
released 'Penneagle' primarily for fairway use in 1978. This
was significant because it marked the first time that a
variety had been developed for a specific use. Although
Penneagle has been used on putting surfaces, it is best
suited to fairway use.

THE PRESENT
At the end of the 1960's several University breeding pro-

grams were working hard to improve creeping bentgrasses
in North America. Researchers were making im-
provements in disease resistance, darker color, finer tex-
ture, reduced thatch accumulation and greater traffic
tolerance.

In 1986, the floodgates opened to several new varieties .
Among the most significant entries to the market were
'SR 1020,' 'Pr Jvidence' ('SR 1090'), and 'Penn links' . Each
was developed for a specific purpose, and have led the way
for further generations of bentgrass variety development.

SRI020 - Developed by Dr. William Kneebone at the
University of Arizona, SR 1020 was nearly 20 years in the
making. Dr. Kneebone collected and evaluated bentgrass

(continued page 27)
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EASY
SOLUTIONS
FOR TOUGH
TREE .JOBS

ZZZ Stump Cutter
Self-propelled, 20 HP model with exclusive
Vermee~ Pro Series teeth and hydraulic controls
for smoother operation. Compact and
maneuverable for residential
and backyard use.

6Z5 Brush Chipper
Powerful performance in a compact size.
Features the patented Auto-Feed'M" system for

smooth feeding and reduced engine
stress, 64" feed table length for

extra safety. Handles material
up to 6" in diameter.

Vermeer Makes The Job Easier
Trenchers • Plows • Directional Boring •

Pneumatic Piercing Tools Concrete Cutters •
Brush Chippers • Stump Grinders • Tree Spades

Tub Grinders • Trailers
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, Aurora, IL 60504
" ~ Phone: (708) 820-3030

Fax: (708) 820-3490
Vermeer'" and Auto-Feed™ are registered trademarks of Vermeer

Manufacturing Company. .
roVermeer Manufacturing Company. 1995.



Available as H & E Hydro-cut™ Washed Sod
or traditionally cut sod with soil.

"Single Source Convenience"

• PENNEAGLpM
BENT SOD

• XL-! 00 BLEND
SODTM

• PENNCROSSTM
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• PENNLINKSTM
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3900 West 167th Street

Markham, IL 60426
Fax: 708 ..596 ..2481

Phone: 708 ..596 ..7200
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CALL TOLL FREE
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FREE
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Gregory E. Martin
PresIdent
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Suite 201
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708-232-9977
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TIM LAYDEN
General Manager
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BROTHERS, Inc.
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CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION
LARGE TREE MOVING
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INTRODUCING
NEW ADVANCED

SPRAY-DRY
DACONIL ULTREXTM

FUNGICIDE

• Mixes fast, won't settle out and won't clog nozzles.

• Improved control of tough Brown patch plus equally
exceptional control of 14 other major turf diseases
and algal scum.

• Virtually dust-free, low-foaming formulation makes
handling easier.

• Pours completely out of the bag, so there's no waste
or need to rinse bags before disposal.

ISKsIOSCIENCES'M
ISK Biosciences Corporation

Turf & Specialty Products Division
1523 Johnson Ferry Rd .. Suite 250

Marietta. GA 30062

Always follow label directions carefully when using turf and ornamentals plant protection products.
TMTrademark of 18K Biosciences Corporation.
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An Easy Way to Dispose
of Grass Clippings •••

And Save Money

Distributor of:

~ILL[RE~~
TURF PRODUCTS

55 East Palatine Road
Prospect Heights, Il 60070
FAX(708) 537-5736

In one easy step, eliminate costly dumping fees and
improve the rough by spreading grass clippings still
enriched with precious fertilizer. Millcreek Is Top Dressers
are equipped with an adjustable undershot poly brush
designed to evenly distribute top dressing from three to
ten feet wide.
The spreading uses of these TopDressers are endless:

• Fertilizer • Sand
• Top Dressing • Grass Clippings
• Seed • Compost

Models are available with PTO or Engine Drive.

For More Information, please contact:
Avery Harris

LEWIS EQUIPMENT
(708) 537-6110

I~L[RE~TDP
DRESSERS

(Bentgrasses continued)
germplasm from across the southern tier of the U.S. look-
ing for a putting green variety that would be extremely
heat, drought and wear tolerant. SR 1020 was bred to be
very fine textured and upright to reduce the need for
mechanical grooming and increased putting speeds at
higher mowing heights. Furthermore, Dr. Kneebone's
breeding and evaluation process produced an extremely
uniform 5-cyclone synthetic variety. By the selection of
five very dark green and texturally similar clones, SR 1020
has almost no segregation, unlike its seeded predecessors.

Although it was released in 1986 as the first creeping
bentgrass developed specifically for the southern U.S. over
the past eight years, SR 1020 has proven that its range
of adaptation is not so limited. SR 1020 has been a top
performer in the far south from Georgia to Texas to
Arizona to California. It has also been very successfully
managed well north of the Mason-Dixon line, and con-
tinues to perform well throughout the Midwest and Great
Plains states.
Providence (SR 1019) - Providence creeping bentgrass
was developed at the University of Rhode Island by Dr.
Richard Skogley. Like Dr. Kneebone with the University
of Arizona breeding program, Dr. Skogley spent nearly
20 years collecting bentgrasses from old South German
greens throughout the Northeast. The result of Dr.
Skogley's hard work and patience has been one of the
market's most uniform dark green and upright varieties
to date. Because of its extensive evaluation under a wide
variety of disease pressures, Providence has shown ex-
tremely good resistance to all major turfgrass diseases.
In addition, Providence's fine texture and upright growth
makes it a very fast putting surface that is very resistant
to spiking.

Over the last three years, the 5-cyclone synthetic Pro-
vidence has been the #1 creeping bentgrass in all three
NTEP bentgrass trials (Modified Green, Native Soil Green
and Fairway IT ee).

Pennlinks - Just as Penneagle had been dveloped to
replace Penncross for fairway use, so too was Pennlinks
developed to surpass Pencross's performance on greens.
Pennlinks was developed by Dr. Joe Duich at Penn State
University, and released in 1986. Pennlinks has produc-
ed very good putting surfaces under a wide variety of grow-
ing conditions. Although it is more upright and uniform
than Penncross, Pennlinks is not quite as fine textured,
upright, dark green and uniform as other varieties
available on the market.
Putter - Developed at Washington State University by
Drs. Stan Braun and Roy Goss, Putter is a 2-c1one syn-
thetic developed primarily for Take-All Patch resistance.
Putter is one of the darker varieties on the market with
a fairly fine leaf texture. Putter had done well at putting
green height, and has shown good heat tolerance in tran-
sitional climates.

Cobra - Cobra was developed at the New Jersey
Agricultural Experiment Station by D. Ralph Engle. It is
a 7-clone synthetic with a very good leaf spot resistance
and a less thatchy growth habit. The latter has made
Cobra a good fairway grass. Cobra has been highly rated
in California and Texas NTEP sites.

(continued page 28) 27



1840 E. 172ND STREET, SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473
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708-474-9900
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LAWN AND TREE CARE SERVICES.

(Bentgrasses continued)

Crenshaw (Syn 3-88) - Developed by Dr. Milt Engelke
of Texas A&M and Dr. Virginia Lehman of Lofts Seed
Company, Crenshaw is a 6-clone synthetic developed out
of many of the same materials that brought SR 1020 to
the market (in fact 3 of 6 clones are believed to be in com-
mon with SR 1020).

Developed in the 1980's on heat benches at the Texas
Agricultural Station in Dallas, Crenshaw was bred to have
excellent heat and drought resistance. It is fairly finely tex-
tured, aggressive and dark green. Crenshaw seems to per-
form best in climates with prolonged heat and drought
seasons.

Crenshaw was not entered into the 1989 NTEP National
Bentgrass Test. Until the results from the 1994 plantings
are published, there is no NTEP data for either Crenshaw
or its sister, Cato.
Cato - Like its sister, Crenshaw, Cato was developed
by Drs. Engelke and Lehman at the Texas Agriculture Ex-
perimental Station in Dallas. Cato produces a fairly fine
textured, dark green turf, while exhibiting more Dollar
Spot resistance than Crenshaw.

Southshore - Dr. Reed Funk at Rutgers University and
Dr. Richard Hurley of Lofts Seed Company developed
Southshore after collecting hundreds of plant materials
from the Mid-Atlantic states. Southshore's 200 plus clones
exhibit a medium green, medium textured growth with
Brown Patch resistance. Although test plots of Southshore
have been planted alongside the NTEP bentgrass trials
at Rutgers, Southshore was not entered in the 1989 NTEP
National Bentgrass Test.
The Future - No longer does the golf course superinten-
dent need to settle for just one choice of bentgrass. It

For tree care, hydroseeding, prairie Installation or lawn
care go with the professionals. McGinty Bros. Inc.! We're
small enough to provide that personalized service and large
enough to offer all the professional systems knowledgeable
clients insist upon.

3524 Long Grove Road
Long Grove, Illinois 60047
TEL: (708) 438-5161
FAX: (708) 438-1883

Box 103 GRANART RD.
BIG ROCK. IL 60511

Your Complete, Professional, Tank I;:xperts.
Please contact us at:

1-800-773-Tank, (708) 393-1998

HOLLEMBEAK EXCAVATING
Be GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION

INC.

CCURA E
ANK
ECHNOLOGIES

• Precision Tank Tightness Testing; without filling your tanks
• All Upgrades for 1998
• Install Underground Storage Tanks
• Install Aboveground Storage Tanks

MIKE HOLLEMBEAK

708-556-3891

Not all oj these new varieties have been
entered into the NTEP's. Great caution should be
taken when reviewing non-NTEP research data.

appears that there will be many more new varieties re-
leased over the next several years. Many of these varieties
will need to be looked at very carefully to determine their
range of adaptation, disease tolerance, management re-
quirements, and their durability under play.

Not all of these new varieties have been entered into
the NTEP's. Great caution should be taken when review-
ing non-NTEP research data. With more and more
varieties appearing in the marketplace each year, first-
hand knowledge may be the best way to select your next
creeping bentgrass .

The challenges facing the seed industry are similar to
those facing the superintendent. We are working to pro-
vide creeping bentgrasses that require less mechanical
management, fewer irrigation, pesticide and fertilizer in-
puts, while providing excellent playing surfaces. Our work
has only just begun.

Credit - "The Reporter", 8 / 95

28



42" Big Roll
Golf Course Chemical Storage Buildings

Cn&leB~dmIS~~Rm,m~
Prefabricated Relocatable S~I Buildings

Featuring:
Secondary spill containment which exceeds OSHA Codes UL, FM approved.
Heavy-duty locking mechanism for added security
Forklift pockets for ease: ofrc:location

• Constructed of 10 guage stec:l to provide structural strength
Optional ventilation, lighting. temperature: control, Fire Suppression Systems
No Building Permits required

Other Products
Sec:ondaJy Contairunent Pallell and Swnpa
Rinsate Colledion Pads

Contact: Larry Sieverlsen - (701)~2U1U FAX(701)~26-Q(J70
Fluid State Systems, Inc.

3SW7S3 Parsons Rd., W. Dundee, IL. 60118
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(708)691-0552 Addison Sod Depot

LIFT MORE WITH A TRION ...AND SAVE TIME DOING IT!

FEATURES
• Completely unobs.tructed
access under all areas of your
equipment!
• Accommodates all three or
four wheel equipment without
adapters or time-consuming
adjustments!
• Safety locks every 3"
• Simple do-it-yourself
installation on any surface.
• Custom design variations for
special needs.

CALL TODAY!

YOUR PARTNER IN PRODUCTIVITY

--.---
MIDWEST
Tl.JRF & "TRACTOR-----Phone 708-301-8500

Phone 815-469-8500
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How do you measure the merits of a
lift?

Some have had to rely on weight
capacity alone to judge the versatility,
ease of use and productivity of a lift.
Weight capacity, however, is meaning-
less if a lift can't pick up mowers at
all, or adapt easily to a variety of sizes
and configurations.

Trion, however, offers virtually
instant adaptability. It can swap easily
from a utility vehicle to a
greensmower to an aerator in little
more time than it takes to drive on and
off. This allows the technician to cut
service time while providing the very
best quality of preventative mainte-
nance for his valuable equipment.

Now, wouldn't you say this is a lot
more reliable than using only weight
capacity to measure the merits of a
lift?
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The Life of Mr. G. Penncross
by Anna Joelsson Softing

Chalmers Golf Club, Sweden
(Ed. Note: Anna Joelsson Softing, head greenkeeper at

Chalmers G. C., Sweden, with a little story about the life
of a creeping bentgrass seed.)

It all began when I, a little seed, was born. I was a "test-
tube" seed and was made in a huge clean and hi-tech
laboratory in Pennsylvania, USA. They gave me the name
Greg Penncross and I got four stars (out of five) in the
quality seed ranking list.

Flown over the Atlantic Ocean
My childhood was traumatic, just the fact that you are

totally unaware of your origin can be confusing to a little
seed. My upbringing was also demanding due to the fact
that everyone wanted me to mature without delay so that
they could keep the generous government and company
contributions. At an early age I was considered mature
enough to move away from my surrogate family which
was growing on the turf. Without any warning came a big
machine, which smelt horrible from diesel, and ran over
my family turf. All over the neighborhood seeds were be-
ing separated from their families. Between hard and cold
metal rollers I and millions of my seedfriends were thrown
into a huge sack without mercy. After that they put us
on a big white Concorde, (disappointingly economy class),
and we were flown to a little country called Sweden and
an ever smaller peasant village called Landvetter and
taken to a big and famous club called Chalmers GC. We
had just arrived when we were thrown into a dark and
humid room with other species of grass seeds.

But just because I had a rough start in life, doesn't mean
I'm racist. Hell no, they are also seeds although they aren't
as green and pretty as me.

The life on a golf green ain't easy
In this little room time passed slowly and I was kept alive

only with the little food storage I had under my seed shell.
But suddenly one gloomy afternoon someone came and
carried us out into the open, put us on a jumpy and small
vehicle and drove away with "full speed ahead". You had
to hold on tightly! The storage packing was torn open with
haste and I saw the light of day again.

The golf balls that rolled over my backside
also gave a thrilling feeling

Pale white working hands picked me up and raised me
to the blue and white sky so impatiently that I almost fell
off and the owner of the pale hands said to me: "Be a good
sport, grow, get strong and make a family." She fed me
well so that I would enjoy my life here. But the life on a
golf green is not easy. My feet are always cold and the
air is always filled with huge and horrible golf balls which
can exterminate whole families if you've run out of luck.
And still, this isn't the whole story - daily, heavy and
overweight people step right on me with shoes full of
spikes big as Indian totempoles.
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Other terrible things
Every morning Anna (one of the older families on the

golf green told me her name) comes along with her big
Ransomes greensmower and cuts my top off. You also
have to cope with steel blades which cut down beside you,
you better watch your feet! And if that isn't enough they
throw sand right on you and bury you so deep that you
sometimes have trouble breathing. After that they usual-
ly drag a steel net over my shoulders to even the sand or
as I say just for the fun of it, the wicked people!

Cheering and swearing
But life wasn't all pain and misery - daily these golfers

checked me over and with admiration in their voices said:
"Look at him, girls, he's so good looking and green, much
more handsome than the guy that was here last year."
The golf balls that rolled over my backside also gave a
thrilling feeling, and then I heard cheering and occasional-
ly a bad word.

The most beautiful grass in the world
In this environment I grew big and strong and time pass-

ed on. It became even colder and inhospitable. Anna gave
me less and less to eat, the golf balls and the nails hoes
stopped showing up and my top was cut less frequently,
stopping completely in late October. And suddenly the
weather changed and it got really unbelievably cold and
it started to snow and this continued for what seemed

My feet are always cold and the air is always
filled with huge and horrible golf balls

forever. Anna came and checked on me occasionally but
she never brought any food. Now I had come to the stage
in both mind and life that I just didn't care anymore. And
one day after heavy rain the temperature dropped and the
water froze to ice. I began having trouble breathing, and
felt more and more weak for every hour that passed. When
I had come to the point where I had given up, I felt the
pressure over my chest easing. The ice began to melt and
the temperature rose. Anna came with some refreshments
and one day she came with a sack that I recognized. New
seeds were spread out and right beside my right side a
blond and well developed little seed landed. She was called
Emerald Pennlink.

It's spring once again - the golfers return, life is great
and the rest I'll leave to your imagination.

Credit: Greenkeeper International, official
publication of the British & International

Greenkeeper Assoc.
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