
Let FPS Inspect Your System
A neglected pump system
can fail at any ti me,
usually when it is
needed most!

Pump System Specialists

:We offer the most complete pump system inspections.

:We will service all motors, controls, pumps & valves.

:We rebuild all types of pumps.

:Authorized Flowtronexl PSI service station.

Your
Landscape Needs
In Ow Hands!

.......rlIdlJiP • Bulk Stone, Mulch & Topsoil
• Central Sod
• Diamond Retaining Walls
• Interlock Concrete Curb
• Paveloc Pavers
• Drain Tile & Accessories

ASPEN VALLEY
LANDSCAPE SUPPLY 'NC

Chltk Chism: 3NtJJ5 At. 72' West Dundee, IL • 7081426-0072
Shara Weaver: 13931 Bell Rd. • Lockport, IL • 7081301-0703
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if Two way radio
communication eliminates
expense of direct
communication wire.

V Works with any existing
inigation electric
controller, regardless of
make or manufacturer.

()Juckner"'

CALL FOR A FREE ON-SITE DEMO!

ICENTURY RAIN AIDI 1-800-347-4272
I -Dowoers Grove, IL 60515 -Mokena, IL 60448 -Palatine, IL 60067

5379 WainutAve. 8421West 191Street 315A S. Hicks
(7~) 515-8555 (815)469-7575 (708) 705-6200
Fax(7~) 515-1228 Fax(815) 469-1661 Fax (708) 705- 6264

Area Code 708
658-5303

620 Webster St.
Algonqurn, Il

60102

PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.

~ ~ tpJ4 IUd -
~eutt,~

We sell an air-dried, uniform and
free flowing top dressing.

ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

HENRY FRENZER
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(Ornamental Grasses continued)

GRASSES FOR USE NEAR WATER

On a golf course, ornamental grasses near a water haz-
ard, pond or stream can add an exotic or naturalized look,
depending on which species you select. Miscanthus gives
the exotic look of Asia, with its large, silvery white plumes
in September, while Spartina is a less conspicuous grass
with long sword-like leaves that is native to the wet soils
of the tallgrass prairie.

Listed in Table 1 are grasses that can be planted along
the edge of water. Spartina will tolerate some standing
water; all tolerate wet and poorly drained soil. An attrac-
tive grouping near water would be giant miscanthus in the
background with red flame miscanthus in the center and
Feeseys form ribbongrass in the foreground.

Table "1. Grasses for use near water.

Miscanthus floridulus giant miscanthus
Mi scanthus I Purpurascens' red flame mi scanthus
Miscanthus sacchar i f lorus Chinese si 1vergrass

northern pampas grass
p.9..!J..l.£um virgatum switchgrass
Phalarius arundinacea 'Picta' ribbongrass
PhQ.1Q..ri~ arundina£ea lu~icta yellow ribbongrass

U II , Feesey' 5 Form' Feeseys farm
r i bbongrass

~PQrtin{L~~in_Q ..!Q cordgrass
It 'Aureo-Marginata' variegated cordgrass

8-10'
4-5 '
6-8 '

Asia
East Asia
Asia

3-8 '
2-4 '
2-4 '
2-4 '

North America
Europe
Europe

6-7 f

6-7 '
North Amer iea
North America

NATIVE ORNAMENTAL GRASSES

Several attractive grasses are native to the tall grass
prairie that once covered western Minnesota. Shorter grass-
es usually prefer dry sandy soils, while the taller species
favor wet sites, Table 2. After establishment they need only
an annual mowing (or burning, with a permit from your
local municipality) for maintenance. these may be appropri-
ate for out of bounds areas beyond the rough, at the edge
of a woods or natural area. All prefer full sun and can be
planted with other native wildflowers to create a replica
of the original prairie. Little bluestem can be grown with
two shorter natives such as mosquito grass and side oats
grama on dry, sunny sites and will only require an annual
mowing after establishment. Little bluestem has attrac-
tive white flowers in September, followed by orange fall
color, both of which last until early spring.

(continued page 24)

Specializing in Bedding Plants
Lorge Variety Fall Mums

ANTON'S
Greenhouses. Garden Centers

Rick III Bob Anton
ANTON'S OF KENOSHA
9140 Cooper Rd. (51st Ave.)
Kenosha, WI53142
414/694-2666

Gory Anton
ANTON'S OF EVANSTON

1126 Pitner Avenue
Evanston. IL 60202

708/864-1134

2835 South State Street
Lower Level

Post Office Box 283
Lockport, IL 60441-0283

815-740-5656
fax# 815-723-4485

BURDETT'S, INC.

)

Selected
varieties of

shade, ornamental trees,
shrubs and evergreens.

Deerpath Road Batavia, II. 60510 708/879-0120

DEERPATH NURSERIES

LOHMANN------------
GOLF DESIGNS. INC.

GOLF COURSE DESIGN.
AND CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

MARENGO.IL 815-923-3400

REMEMBER TO WEAR
YOUR NAME BADGES
AT OUR MEETINGS.
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II I never want to work
without a TRION™ LIFT again!"

1/ Before, it was al-
most impossible to
see what I was do-
ing, let alone repair
it. Now everything
is right where I can
see it . . . sitting
down!"
"I can save an hour
or more a day on
maintenance time."

Ed Ward
Head Mechanic, Highland

Hills Municipal c.c.

TH EON LY LI FT SPEC I FICAL LY DES IG NED
FOR GOLF COURSE EQUIPMENT
• Several models available to lift all 3- and 4-wheel
golf equipment up to 2,600 Ibs.

PRICED FROM
$3900 to $4750

plus freight

(815) 469-8500
(70S)301-8500....-

MIDWEST
TURF & "T'RAc:::-rc1=l-.. -

Greens • Tees. Problem Areas
Relieve compaction without

disturbing play.

Day or Evening Hours

- Satisfaction Guaranteed -

TURFConca ts
Specializing in fine
turf cultivation

Washed Sod
That Fits Your

Course To A Tee!
• PENNCROSSTM

BENT SOD
• PENNLINKSTM

BENT SOD

• PENNEAGLETM
BENT SOD

• XL~100 BLEND
SODTM

Available as H & E Hydro-cut ™ Washed Sad
or traditionally cut sad with soil.

"Single Source Convenience"

GENERAL OFFICES:
3900 West 167th Street

Markham, IL 60426
Fax: 708~596~2481

Phone: 708~596~7200

Gregory E. Martin
President

~. .MartinlIflbesjgn
Partnersfilp
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65 North River Lane Landscape
Architecture

S:tite 201

Geneva, Illinois 60134
Golf Course
Architecture

708-232-9977 Land Planning

C9 m 360 Schaumburg Rd.
Streamwood, IL 60107

(708) 830-7405
FAX (708) 830-9652

CLAUSS
BROTHERS, Inc.
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION
LARGE TREE MOVING

REMEMBER TO WEAR
YOUR NAME BADGES
A T OUR MEETINGS.



(Ornamental Grasses continued)

Table 2. Native ornamental grasses for use in naturalized or prairie areas.

Botanical Name Common Name Soil Preference

Andropogon gerardii
Bouteloua curtipendula
Bouteloua gracilis
Koeleria cristata
Panicum virgaturn
Schizachryium scoparium
(Andropogon scoparius)
Spartina pectinata
Sporobolus heterolepsis
Sorghastrum nutans

big bluestem
side oats grarna
mosquito grass
June grass
switchgrass
little bluestem

3-8'
12-30"
8-20"
1-2 '
3-8'
2-4'

mesic-wet
dry
dry
dry
mesic-wet
mesic-dry

cordgrass
prairie dropseed
Indian grass

6-7'
]-3\'
4-6'

wet
mesic
mesic

GRASSES FOR PERENNIAL PLANTINGS
OR AS SPECIMENS

The most common use of ornamental grasses is in con-
junction with other flowering annuals and perennials. Just
as you would use peonies or iris, ornamental grasses when
planted in beds or borders add beautiful flowering plumes,
colorful foliage or attractive fall color. Several good selec-
tions for our area are listed in Table 3, with their noted
features. Remember that much of the overall beauty of
grasses is seen in the fall and winter; planting them where
they are visible from the clubhouse dining room can add
interest to the golf course year round.

There are many combinations of grasses that look good;
feather reedgrass behind blueoat grass is attractive.
Blueoat grass is often highlighted with pink and white be-
gonias or petunias. Miscanthus can be grown in the back-
ground of a planting with silver spikegrass and
chrysanthemums in the mid and foreground, respectively.
All of these look especially good in the fall.

(continued page 26)
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WEATHER
or not ...

Why rely on a weather report
that's not local? Now you can
have it at your finger tips any
time you want. The Weather
Monitor II features include:
• Inside & Outside Temps
• Wind Speed & Direction
• Inside Humidity
• Time & Date
• Barometer
• Wind Chill
• Alarms
• Highs & Lows
• Instant Metric

Conversions
• Outside Humidity

& Dew Point Option

• Rainfall Option
• Optional PC

Interface

*One- Year Warranty *
30-Day Money-Back Guarantee

ONLY $395.00!

12010 S. Aero Drive· Plainfield, IL 60544
800-248-8873 • 815-436-4440

FAX 815-436-4460



BANNER®, SUBDUE®.TRIUMPH® 

and PRIMCT 

In the NEW turfPak™ 

The turfPak™ is a returnable "closed sys­
tem" that eliminates container disposal and 
rinsate concerns. Is a long term savings 
tool that provides an electronic record of 
the amount of product dispensed. Ask a 
Clesen sales rep for a demonstration. 

FOR INFORMATION CALL: 

Arthur Clesen, Inc 
543 Diens Drive Wheelingf 11_ 60090 

(708) 537-2177 FAX (708) 537-2199 

The Sod You Want 
The Way You Want It 

"Sxecutcve StetuC" Standard Cut 

"StrathAyr" 
Washed Sod 

42" Big Roll 

"We Grow To Please" 

HUBER RANCH SOD NURSERY, INC. 
23002 WICKER AVE., BOX 188, SCHNEIDER, IN 46376 

1-800-553-0552 •(219)552-0552 
(708)691-0552 Addison Sod Depot 

TOP^V 
DRESSERS 
An Easy Way to Dispose 

of Grass Clippings... 
And Save Money 

In one easy step, eliminate costly dumping fees and 

improve the rough by spreading grass clippings still 

enriched with precious fertilizer. Millcreek's Top Dressers 

are equipped with an adjustable undershot poly brush 

designed to evenly distribute top dressing from three to 

ten feet wide. 

The spreading uses of these Top Dressers are endless: 

• Fertilizer • Sand 

• Top Dressing • Grass Clippings 

• Seed • Compost 

Models are available with PT0 or Engine Drive. 

For More Information, please contact: 
Avery Harris 

LEWIS EQUIPMENT 
(708)537-6110 

55 East Palatine Road 
Prospect Heights, IL 60070 
FAX (708) 537-5736 

Distributor of: 

ff|l.l-"E^ 
TURF PRODUCTS 
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(Ornamental Grasses continued)

Table 3. Grasses for perennial borders, flower beds or as specimen plants.

Botanical Name
Common Name

Calamaqrostis x acutiflora 4~'
,Kar1 Foerster'

stiff, upright form; pink flowers in July,
turning beige by August.Wheat-like
appearance.

Calamaqrostis x acutiflora ' stricta')
feather reedgrass

Calamaqrostis brachytricha 4 '
fall blooming feather reedgrass

Pink-purple flowers in Sept

Carex flava
yellow sedge

24" Beautiful yellow and green striped
foliage; requires shade.

Deschampsia caespi to sa
hairgrass

3 ~-4' Large beige flowers make a soft mound of
"hair" above almost everqreen foliage ..
Prefers moist and shady sites: can be
difficult to establish in sun.

Helictotrichon sempervirens 2-) I

blue oatgrass
Forms a blue mound of foliage larger
than dwarf blue fescue; more
tolerant of heavy soil, but still prefers
sun and good drainage.full

Miscanthus floridulus
miscanthus

8-10' Huge bamboo-stems with long coarse giant
leaves;rarely flowers,slightly spreading
clump.

Miscanthus ' Purpurascens'
red flame miscanthus

4-5' An excellent grass for HNj forms clumps;
orange fall color.

CULTURE AND MAINTENANCE

In Minnesota, ornamental grasses are best planted in
spring. Fall planting may be successful with container
plants; however, winter protection may be necessary. Lo-
cal nurseries and garden centers sell the most popular
grasses; many mail order nurseries handle a large number.

Spacing is determined by the desired landscape effect and
the plant's setting. A 'rule of thumb' to space plants equal
to their mature height, (thus plants 4' tall are spaced 4'
apart) can be followed, but is usually adjusted according
to the end result desired. Grasses used as a hedge or screen
are usually planted closer together, while a group of three
or four specimens should be spaced farther apart.

Propagation is usually by division, especially for culti-
vars. Large, mature grasses may benefit from spring divi-
sion, especially if the center of the plant is dead. This can
be a major job requiring a sharp axe and a strong back.

Ornamental grasses should be cut back to the ground to
remove the previous year's growth each year in early spring,
about the first week in April in Minensota. If this is done
in the fall, winter injury may result, and the winter beauty
of the plant is lost. If ornamental grassses are not cut back,

Miscanthus sacchariflorus
Chinese silvergrass
northern pampas grass

6-8' Invasive rhizomes, hardy in northern
Minnesota; naturalized in ditches and
places.

Miscanthus sinensis
, Siberfedher'
silver feather miscanthus

6-8' Clump-forming, large slivery-White
flowers in Sept.

Miscanthus oligostaschyus
Japanese sil vergrass

4Jzt Short, bamboo-like leaves; flowers
in July; forms a dense clump.

MOlinia caerulea
s sp , arundinacea
'Windspiel'
windplay tall moorgrass

6-8' Tall, open-spreading form;
pencil thin stems atop basal foliage
gives this grass a unique look;
Beautiful yellow fall color.

Spodiopogon siber icus
silver spikegrass

4-4~' Thick clump of bamboo-like foliage;
bronze fall color.

Sporobolus heterolepsis
prairie dropseed

)-)~' Moundof fine foliage with airy, cloud-
like flowers: reddish fall color.
texture with airy cloud-like flowers.

Table 4. GRASSESWITHIIIVASIVERHIZOMES
Botanical Name Common Name

Leymus racemosus
(synonym Elvmus giganteous)
Levmus arenar ius
(synonym Elvmus arenarius)
Miscanthus sacchariflorus
Phalarius arundinacea I Picta'
Phalaris arundinacea luteo-picta

II It 'Feesey's Form'

giant blue rye

blue lymegrass

Chinese silvergras5
ribbongrass
yellow ribbongrass
Feeseys farm
r i bbongraS5
prairie cordgrass
variegated cordqrass

Spartina pectinata
If It 'Aureo-Marginata'

(continued page 28)
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PAARLBERG'S INC.
GARDEN CENTER • LANDSCAPE • GOLF COURSE

AGRICULTURAL SUPPLIES

CHIPCO TURF PRODUCTS
SHAWS LEBANON PAREX

ALL MAJOR TURF SUPPLIES

1840 E. 172ND STREET, SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473

708-474-9900 815-469-6730

PERSONALIZED AND PROFESSIONAL
LAWN AND TREE CARE SERVICES.
.For tree care, hydroseeding, prairie Installation or lawn
care go with the professionals. McGinty Bros. Inc.! We're
small enough to provide that personalized service and large
enough to offer all the professional systems knowledgeable
clients insist upon.

3524 Long Grove Road
Long Grove, Illinois 60047
TEL: (708) 438-5161
FAX: (708) 438-1883

HOLLEMBEAK EXCAVATING
Be GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION

INC.

MIKE HOLLEMBEAK

708-556-3891
Box 103 GRANART RD.

BIG ROCK. IL 60511

E
ANK
ECHNOLOGIES

• Precision Tank Tightness Testing; without filling your tanks
• All Upgrades for 1998
• Install Underground Storage Tanks
• Install Aboveground Storage Tanks

Your Complete, Professional, Tank Experts.
Please contact us at:

1-800-773-Tank, (708) 393-1998



CALL:
BILL MORGAN

TOM RALPH
PAYLINE WEST

225 N. RANDALL RD.
ST. CHARLES, IL 60 174

708/584-8700
FAX 708/584-4453

Northbrook Office: (708) 559-9424

L-ees are an
integral part
of play. They
provide shade
and contribute
to the beauty

of your course.
Don't entrust
their care to
anyone but
experts -

Bartlett Tree
Experts -
naturally!
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BARTLETT
TREE EXPERTS

Caring for America '5
Trees Since 1907



(Ornamental Grasses continued)

spring growth is delayed and the plants are unattractive
late into the growing season. Manual trimming with a
string or electric hedge trimmer works well for a few plants.
Large areas can be burned, if burning is permitted and
closely supervised.

Established ornamental grassess rarely need fertilization
or irrigation, except in cases of extreme drought or very
sandy soil. Most grasses prefer full sun.

Because two of the most widely grown ornamental grass-
es (ribbongrass and Chinese silvergrass) have invasive rhi-
zomes, a false assumption is that all grasses have
rhizomes. The few grasses that have creeping rhizomes are
listed in Table 4, all others form dense clumps and do not
become troublesome. Invasive rhizomes can be a desirable
asset for areas where ground covers are desired or to con-

trol erosion on slopes and along lakeshores.
Credit: Hole Notes, 7/94

United States
Golf Association

Green Section
Great Lakes Region

A USGA Green Section Regional Conference
will be held:

Thursday, March 9, 1995 - 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Maple Bluff Country Club, Madison, Wisconsin

Thursday, March 23, 1995 - 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
The Inverness Club, Toledo, Ohio

The program will include a summary of USGA-sponsored
environmental research and other golf-related topics of in-
terest to Superintendents, Course Officials, Golf Professionals,
etc.

For more information, contact:
Jim Sweeney, Manager
North-Central Regional Affairs
858 Celestial Street
Crescent Springs, KY 41017
Phone 606/331-4001 Fax 606/331-4005.

"Plant a tree .. _
create a legacy"

• SPECIMEN LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

• CUSTOM DIGGING

• SHREDDED BARK MULCH

• WOODACE TREE & SHRUB FERTILIZER

1220 Armstrong si.
'- " Algonquin, IL 60102

708-854-1495 • FAX 708-854-1497

RANSOMES

JAGUAR

• Single-pedal hydrostatic control

• Heavy-duty welded steel construction

• Hydraulic weight transfer for better traction

• Designed for maximum operator comfort

• Too cutting WIdths: 61 ~ and 74"

• New engine choices

• Automatic differential lock

• Oversized 23" drive wheels.....
MIDWEST
TlJRF & TRACT'C:JR

-- IIIIIIIr _

Phone 708-301-8500
Phone 815-469-8500

Parts Order #1-800-397-0397

YOUR SOURCE FOR ALL RANSOMES ROTARY
EQUIPMENT - PARTS - SERVICE
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We Specialize in full service.

• Gasoline • Tank installation
• Diesel fuel • Design and layout consulting
• Motor oil • E.P.A. required tank upgrades
• Grease • Card lock pump control systems
• Anti-freeze • Leak detection systems
• Batteries • Tank removal and disposal
• 24 hour delivery • Contaminated soil remediation"* State registered tank contractor

+~1'r-~~........- ......

Palatine Oil Co. Inc. P.O. Box 985 Palatine, IL 60078

VERTI-DRAIN ®

uWORKS LIKE A PITCHFORK
ONLY DEEPER AND BETTER!"

corn m~rR1<ClllA\lL lr lUJ rR1fF
BRYAN WOOD

The original, most experienced contractor in the Midwest!

1-800-748-7497
Your authorized distributor for contracting,
sales, leasing, parts, service and consulting.

Now booking contract Aeration dates

CANNON TURF SUPPLY, INC.

Where Success Is Based on a
Commitment to People ...
STOCKING A COMPLETE LINE OF PESTICIDES, FERTILIZERS,
GRASS SEED AND ACCESSORIES FOR THE TURF PROFESSIONAL

5104 Thatcher Rd.
Downers Grove, IL 60515

Quality Products for the Turfgrass Professional

TOLL FREE 800-457-7322
(708) 852-3200

Fax (708) 852-3230
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5 + 5 + ILME = MOMS?
by Jerry Mach

Lake Bluff Golf Club
If you work for a governmental golf course and are not

aware of the numbers or letters at the top of the page, please
read on.

5 + 5 is a part of an accelerated retirement program that
failed to pass the legislature, probably due to lack of support.

The ILME is the Illinois League of Municipal Employers
or watchdog group for the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund.
For a membership fee of $5.00 annually, they lobby for us
in Springfield for improvements to our pensions and make
sure that our funds stay where they belong. If you're a mem-
ber of the IMRF, this is probably the best five bucks a year
you can spend. If you're not in the IMRF program, but some
other governmental pension the ILME could serve as a tem-
plate for your future goals. Just in the time that I have been
in the system they have managed to reduce the penalty for
early retirement (under age 60) from one half percent per
month to one quarter percent. Presently, they are trying to
reduce it again to one eighth of a percent, but like any other
organization they need your support. Personally, this is bet-
ter than the 5 + 5 program because it would not require the
$15,000 to $20,000 out of pocket buyout, but that is too
long a story to go into here!

Another thing that has surprised me about this system is
the lack of consistencies even between municipal systems.

Some have dental insurance, deferred annuities, Key-Man
life insurance and mutual fund options and some have no
idea what the other guy's talking about!

I realize that the Midwest and Chicagoland Associations
have helped us all professionally but they are not in a posi-
tion to enhance our portfolios or fight out pension battles.
We will have to do that ourselves.

The ILME newsletter is printed four times a year and the
winter edition has the most recent resolutions proposed. It
also explains how to write your legislator and who you can
contact to join. This is a non-profit organization that is pro-
tecting your pension and winning battles for you that you are
not even aware are being fought.

Maybe the problem is that we have no Municipal Organi-
zation of Midwest Superintendents (MOMS) to help us un-
derstand what is available in the system. So I will donate 100
copies of the ILME's most recent newsletter and if you want
to get a copy or be on a mailing list of nothing but Govern-
mental Supers send one dollar to:
Brian Green or Luke Strojny
Sunset Valley Golf Club Popular Creek Country Club
636 Ridge Road 1400 Popular Creek Drive
Highland Park, IL 60035 Hoffman Estates, IL 60195

If humanly possible we will have a meeting of interested
parties and have speakers from IMRF and ILME, (and any-
one else) to update us on what is going on.

If interested please enclose a 3x5 note card with your name,
club and address, phone # and type of operation: Village,
Park District, Forest Preserve, etc. in order to establish a
quicker mailing list. Thank you.

PEERLESS FENCE CO.
3N381 Powis Rd.
West Chicago, IL

-Chain-Link Fencing -Driving Range Fencing
-Wood Fencing -Tee Protection Fencing
-Special Gates -Wood & Steel Guard-Rails

-Golf Course Work Our Specialty
708/584-7710 Hal Laman

&~berline/ Golf Course Rem~deling
DBA Bill Boyd And Renovation

At Timberline, we look upon each project as an oppor-t;- -~ tunity to create, challenge and beautify your existing
. golf course layouts so that it will blend in with the sur-

rounding environment and "stand the test of time."

1907 Darien Club Drive, Darien, IL 60561
708/963·9088 0 Pager: 7081850-0159

Native Prairie- Grasses - Forbs - Sedges

Country Road Greenhouses, Inc.
Prairie Plugs.;

19561 E. Twombly
Rochelle, IL 6-1068

(815) 384-3311
Sandy CreekmurLarry Creekmur

SERVICE ON
ALL MAKES & MODELS

... fb WELL
~'l-4>~ DRILLING

. ((,..o~ FAST
~'l- ..'l' EMERGENCY

.~~-( PUMP SERVICE
, ~~
e, One of The Midwest's Largest Fleets

of Rigs & Service Trucks
Complete Sales & Service

Submersible & Jet pumps • Residential • Agricultural
- Industrial • Municipal

ASK ABOUT OUR 5
YEAR CONDITIONAL GUARANTEE

• IV/SAl

708-879-1700
BATAVIA

708-553-5111
YORKVILLE

708-479-5484
MOKENA
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