
Par Ex" introduces a
family of mid-sized

fertilizer grades
designed to meet

the needs of today' s
closely-mowed

turf.

Par Ex" and IBDU· are registered trademarks of Vigoro Industries, Inc.

ED Introduces ...

IAFORNl

Triaf0IlIl.rM Technology is a superior alternative to any
traditional fertilizer you've ever used. It's patented, envi-
ronmentall y sound process dramatically improves the physi-
cal characteristics of a homogeneous fertilizer granule
while delivering excellent agronomic performance and
handling. Triaform technology offers better methylene
urea (MU) nitrogen distribution to deliver more available
nitrogen to the plant.

An innovation you'd expect from a name you can trust.I~. I For details, call your
, Pro Turf Tech Rep

ProTutj

or 1-800-543-0006 today.
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WHY MID-SIZE GRADES
FOR CLOSELY-MOWED
TURF?
BECAUSE fairway-sized particles are
too large to apply to closely-mowed
turf.

BECAUSE greens-sized products can
be difficult to spread.

BECAUSE IBDU®is the most reliable,
most consistent source of slow-release
nitrogen.

For more information contact:
Ken Quandt

Specialty Products
Territory Manager

West Allis, WI
414/327-3993

Since 1946

HENDRICKSEN
the CARE of TREES

As golf course professionals,
you understand turf main-
tenance procedures.

As certified arborists, we
understand tree and shrub
maintenance procedures.
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Let's combine our talents to provide the best
possible recreational experience for your clients.

2371 South Foster Avenue • Wheeling,IL
708-394-4220



A Commitment to Quality -rurf Care Products
For You • -rhe -rurf Care Professional

For additional product
information, contact
Craig Filley 1 (800) 225-2639

A Tradition
More than 60 years of

complete, dependable and
economical tree service.

Since 1930

Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.
Nels J. Johnson, Jr.

President
Karl G. Johnson

Vice President

Fully Insured
Main Office: 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, IL 60202

Telephone: (708) 475-1877
Fax: (708)475-0037
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Enter the 
"Organic Gateway" 
to the 21 st Century 

rues 
Mi 

BIO-TRANS 
221 

E N H A N C E R 

Correct your soil imbalances with all natural 
BIO-TRANS 221. Finally, a product you can 
use with confidence and actually see the 
results! 

O ^ ^ i SOUTHERN 
V ^ ^ l SPECIALTY 

% ^ ^ ^ i SEEDS, INC. 
P.O. Box 5197 
Oakbrook, IL 60522 
800-240-0243 

Distributed by: 
Arthur Clesen, Inc. 
543 Diens Drive 
Wheeling, IL 60090 
(708)537-2177 

Technic ian Training Seminars 
Coming Soon To Your Area 

For complete 

details, 

watch for 

your brochure 

in the mail 

or call 

913/832-4430 

or 800/472-7878 

Equipment Manager 
October 27,1994 
Belmont, Michigan 

Spray Technician 
January 16,1995 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Equipment Manager 
December 5,1994 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 

Spray Technician 
March 28,1995 
Oak Brook, Illinois 

Golf Course Superintendents Association of America 

(Time for a Change continued) 

Next, I tapped into our greatest wealth of information — 
the golf professional. Just kidding! I called my fellow superin
tendents that have completed fairway conversions. Many 
thanks to all these oustanding gentlemen for their generous 
sharing of experiences, and their - "if I had to do it over 
agains". These men were Jerry Machs, Don Cross, Jim 
Evans, Joel Purpur, Oscar Miles, and Dave Schlagetter. Also 
Dr. Randy Kane offered his expertise on seed selection. They 
helped me form my plan listed below. 

A to Z Bentgrass Conversion Plan 
A) Seed selection and reserve quantity. (V3 PennEagle, 

1/3 SR 1019, and Va SR 1020). 
B) Soil testing and nutrient adjustments. 
C) Irrigation testing - performance and coverage. 
D) Contouring - architect assistance. 
E) Tree moving - in relation to new contours. 
F) Soil leveling - fill depressions, drain line, etc. 
G) Equipment acquisition - beg, borrow, steal extra seed

ers and tractors. Thanks Craig J, Jerry M. and Kevin C. 
H) Maintain normal soil moisture. 
I) Aerate with 5/8" tines. Leave aproach areas undis

turbed. 
J) Drill seed in three directions - .5 lb/M each direction. 
K) Roll fairways. 
L) Drag fairways. 
M) Blow fairways and sweep-up debris from rough. 
N) Stake and rope fairways entirely leaving only the 

approach. 
O) Apply Round-Up after the last players of the day -

11 p.m. 
P) Wash off Round-Up with heavy irrigation and injecting 

Aqua-Gro. before first players - 5 a.m. 

Q) Apply starter fertilizer - .51b/N - .75 lb/P. 
R) KEEP SEED MOIST!! 
S) 2-3 days after seeding - Spray Subdue- - 1.5 oz/M. 
T) 1st mowing within seven days. 
U) Observe how well you sprayed the Round-Up in the 

dark. 
V) Soluble fertilizer and fungicide application (20-20-20, 

Fore) 
W) Mowing 5/8" alternate days. 
X) Soil and seed weak, thin areas. 
Z) EXPLAIN! UPDATE! NOTIFY! INFORM! (PR skills will 

be needed beyond your wildest dreams.) 

We allowed play at all times on the fairways, but no cart 
traffic until sufficient grow-in. With such a terrific growing sea
son we were able to take down the ropes and allow traffic 
by Oct. 15, only 10 weeks after seeding. Our players were 
impressed by the quality of the work and the speed of the 
recovery, but complained anyways. 

This successful program has us looking forward to the se
cond phase in 1995 with very little adjustments to this plan. 

VySM£Kf&J?*JVrt/£fSy7AMMW/S/JZ*JZ**A 
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CDGA - Superintendents
Friend or Foe?

by Joel Purpur, CGCS
President, MAGCS

Spring is just around the corner and winter losing its icy
grip. New thoughts are focusing toward another season of
golf and golf course management. During the past few
months, most Superintendents have been involved in many
meetings, learning and planning for the 1995 season.

In late January, I attended the CDGA Director Workshop
held at Drury Lane. Although this event is really for Club
Directors, my new Green Chairman and Club President asked
me to accompany them. After a general introduction, the at-
tendees broke into smaller groups for house, greens, mem-
bership, and finance committees. Historically, the CDGA had
invited a local Superintendent each year to participate on the
panel for answering questions in our area of expertise. Previ-
ously I had been a panelist and I must say it was a very re-
warding and enjoyable experience, and I was really surprised
this year when they introduced a local General Manager as
their club employee Greens panelist.

Many thoughts went through my head, mostly skeptical.
OK, maybe he does have a turf background like Mike Nass
or Joe Williamson. Even though he, like many others,
seemed to be unbiased, this was clearly not the case. This

should be interesting, I thought. It was no real surprise when
the first subject out for discussion was "the value and impor-
tance of the General Manager". What is the CDGA trying
to do to we Superintendents and our profession? We were
quickly getting put in the management back seat with no pri-
or warning. I had to say something, but it had to be carefully
worded because I was a minority in this gathering and had
not been invited to speak on the behalf of Superintendents
or our profession.

Fortunately, a Green Chairman from a prominent club ex-
pressed his views before I spoke up. He said that his club had
gone back and forth, with and without a General Manager
through recent years. As he referred to the General Manager
concept, the Green Chairman said, "I think it is just a lot of
lip service". Many in the audience chuckled and seemed to
respond positively in our favor to his comment. The General
Manager Panelist did say his role is mostly as a communica-
tion liaison and not for professional turf management
gUidance. Fortunately, the group was soon off to the next
subject. Most of what followed was not damaging, other than
when the General Manager Panelist was energetically promot-
ing more employees and less overtime. This was tough for
me to hear because I, like many Superintendents, continue
to battle with my clubs' Board each year to keep funding over-
time because the grounds staff needs every dollar they can
earn. Many of these people are essential and without these
additional dollars I am sure that I would lose them to better
paying jobs or clubs. They barely support their families and

GOLF MAINTENANCE BUDGET BLUES?
Are your Spray
Pattern Indicators
costing too much
money?

Switch to
SIGNALTM and

Save money!!

Get more color
for your Spray
Pattern Indicator
Dollars - use
SIGNAL.

Please call

PRECISION
LABORATORIES
for stocking
distributor infor-
mation.

Call us at
800-323-6280

P~ON
LABORATORIES. INCORPORATED

':.:.:-:.:-:.:-:-:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.,
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survive now, even with the overtime because of the wages
we are forced to offer. I brought this point to the floor and
it was a consensus that little or no overtime would have a
negative effect on employee morale and turnover. We know
that training costs money and personal, mechanical, and agro-
nomic mishaps are more likely to happen. Mistakes of this
nature may last for a considerable length of time and involve
significant recovery and rehabilitation costs.

Dr. Randy Kane and Joe Williamsonwere also on the panel
and contributed some useful information. Because they are
associated with the CDGA, I feel they had to remain some-
what neutral.

I don't intend to make waves or stir up emotions, but our
industry has struggled too long to give up any progress toward
advancement of our profession. We cannot allow our own
CDGA to help place us in the back of the management bus,
whether intentional or not.

We simply must make continuous changes and advance-
ments for the good of our profession. The MAGCS has al-
ways been known to be professionally progressive with a
considerable amount of management talent, expertise, and
education in our area. We cannot allow that to be diminished
or taken away.

Lastly, the golf course management industry and Superin-
tendents must expand our public relations efforts to let the
uninformed know what we truly are all about.

~,(,;,. son. 7'~c~.,.

..::""M 0,.

i S ~ VERTI-DRAIN@
T' The Ultimate Solution For Compacted Soil

rQj ,,~-t
~"C"T :.y\\l'

Mechanical Soli Technology
- Contract Aeration Service -

Serving The Entire Midwest

David Strang
Ph. (800) 743-2419

442 Pine St.
Galesburg, IL 61401

ONE WAY TO
IMPROVE YOUR

WELL EFFICIENCY
~!I~

PETER E. MULLIGAN
(708) 832-5783

MULLIGAN & ASSOCIATES
-GENERAL AND CONCRETE CONTRACTORS
- RINSATE PAD DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

516 PARK MANOR • ELMHURST, ILLINOIS 60126

The normal operation of any water pumping system Inevitably lead
to less e"lc/ent well production due to pump war and well
plugging.
At Layne-Western we have the resources and expertise to provide
you wfth Innovative solutions to keep your water pumping system
operating at peak e"lc/ency. Our complete repair and maintenance
services help guard against costly breakdowns and quickly solve
problems that arise.
eall the Layne professionals with over 100 years of experience in
the w.ter supply industry.

/iwne-Ulestern Company 721 West illinois Avenue • Aurora, Illinois 60506 • 708/897-6941
229 West Indiana Avenue • Beecher, Illinois 60401 • 708/946-2244
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At superfine cutting heights, every aspect of your
mower's performance is accentuated. For better or
worse. And the same goes for greens play.

That's why Jacobsen puts so much into
every Greens King" walk behind. Exceptional
side-to-side, front-to-rear balance. A compact roller
base for immaculate cutting. And only Jacobsen
has the patented Turf Groomer's greens
conditioner, for faster, truer and healthier greens.

When it comes to performance-when it
comes to results-no other greens mower family
can make this cut. For more information, and a
complete demonstration, contact us today.

The Jacobsen walk behind greens mower family
now includes 18", 22" and 26" models to handle everythingfrom severely

undulating greens, to tee boxes and collars, flawlessly.

800-942-8610 708-349-8484
FAX 708-349-7149 THE PROFESSIONALS CHOICE ON TURF .

illinois lawn
equipment inc. .JACOBSEN

TEXTRON16450 South 104th Avenue
Orland Park, Illinois 60462 16 Jacobsen Division of Textron Inc.



Midwest Breezes

Upcoming Events - Mark Your Calendar
March 16 - CDGA Green Seminar at Drury lane, Oak

Brook. Topic, Aerification and Spikeless Golf Shoes.

March 28 - GCSAA Spray Technician Training: Calibration
& Safety, Oak Brook, Il

March 29 - MAGCS meeting at Oak Brook Hills Resort

April 24 - MAGCS meeting at Mt. Prospect G.C.

May 5 - MAGCS Past Presidents Golf Outing at
Geneva G.C.

May 8 - Joint Association meeting at Eagle Ridge Resort.

June 19 - MAGCS meeting at River Forest G.C.

July 11 - Steeplechase G. C.

August 5 - MAGCS Family Picnic and ball game, Kane
County Cougars.

August 21 - MAGCS meeting at Hughes Creek G.C.

September 25 - MAGCS meeting at Prairie landing G.C.

October 12 - MAGCS meeting at Sportsman G.C.

November - MAGCS Clinic & Annual Meeting at
Medinah C. C.

November 27-29 - NCTE at Pheasant Run Resort,
St. Charles, Il

NECROLOGY
It is with a deep sense of loss that we announce the
death of the father of Tom Savage of Pine Meadows,
who passed away on January 28, 1995.

Bill Kraft Passed Away February 14, 1995.
Bill was a long time loyal and faith-
ful member of the MAGCS. Here
was a member who seldom missed
a golfing meeting and made many
of our other meetings as well.
Remember too that Bill traveled
from Valparaiso, Indiana to attend
these meetings that were held all over the Chicagoland
area. Bill's booming and rasping voice greeting will be
missed by many. Bill donated many old newsletters that
were missing from our files, just this past summer. With
his donation, he filled many gaps in our history. Bill,
may turf be green, your drives long and true, and your
putts are few.

For Sale: 2 Toro Triplex and 3 Trucksters. Call Tony Rzadz-
ki at Cantigny G.C., 708/260-8179.

Carillon Golf Club will be renamed "The links Carillon" af-
ter an additional 9 holes are built. The new 9 will be com-
bined with the current South Course, generating a 7,000 yard
championship "links" course. This new facility will feature 6
holes (9-15) dubbed "The Gauntlet" that will tempt and tame
area golf enthusiasts.

White Eagle Club will host a Celebrity Golf Association event
on June 9,10, & 11. White Eagle was the site of the lPGA
Chicago Challenge for the past three years.

Congratulations to Amy & Steve Cummins, of lake Barring-
ton Shores on the birth of their second child, Andrew, 8 lb.
13 oz., born on February 1, 1995.

Brian Moore is the new Superintendent at Fox lake C.C.
Brian was the assistant to Ray Kearney for the past few years
and has worked at Fox lake for 20 years. Welcome, Brian
and congratulations.

Jennie and Vince Dodge of Naperbrook G.C. are the proud
parents of baby daughter, Kelsey, born in early February, Kel-
sey weighed in at 6 pounds, 10 ounces. Congratulations!

Scott Thorn at Hilldale G. C. is looking for an assistant. Please
call 708/884-6868.

Mike Conley, Sales Rep. for Turf Products, was finally caught
by Kim on January 28, 1995. Congratulations to the newly
weds.

Correction in last month's notes: Bob lively is looking for a
mechanic at Glendale G.C. (not Glendale lakes). Call Bob
at 708/529-6264.

Tom Jauch, GreenVisions, had a serious neck operation in
late January to correct some disc problems. He was shocked
when he was told the operation took six hours. But at the
present Tom is doing just fine and can once again lift a cup
of coffee. Speedy recovery, Tom.

Newly Certified: Dan Anderson of Fox Valley C.C. received
his GCSAA Certification in January. Dan has been the Su-
perintendent at Fox Valley since 1990.

For Sale: 1988 and 1989 Gxt EZ-GO's, 1985,84" National
Triplex with electric start, Roseman 7 gang rough mowers
with 4 blade reels, and 2-15' booms with fieldjet nozzles on
each end setup for FMC 300 gallon sprayer. Call Kurt at Ex-
moor, 708/433-1177.

When writing out checks to the association for meetings, cloth-
ing, golf, etc., write the checks payable to the MAGCS only.

(continued page 19)
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TIME

TO
PLAN!

Ready to help with your
remodeling, renovation and
repair projects, we have the
machines, expertise, and
materials to make your job
a success.

PREMIERE SOILS
I (708) 534-8700
I Monee, Illinois
i

l~ ./

rn["~daQe cAfU/tSeft[e~
INCORPORATED

ESTABLISHED 1850

We've s~t over 140 years learning what works
and what doesn't. Let us save you the time.

HinscWe Nurseriellnc. .7200 S. Madison. Hinsdale, Il60521e (708) 323·1411
Yorkville Fvm • 81 t t Route 34 e Yorkville, Il60560 • (708) 553-6411

BEFCO CYCLONE FLEX & SUPER FLEX
ROTARY FINISHING
MOWERS
BEFCO, industry leader with over 750 Flex
& Super-Flex units in use across North
America, offers flex mowers in cutting
widths of 12', 15', 17', 22' and 26' each
designed to fit your unique mowing needs.

BEFCO flex mowers offer these outstand-
ing features and many more:

• Quality cut with even thatch disbursement

• 30° up & 15° down flexing; 4" to 6" vertical float

• Zero turning radius capability

• Low tractor HP requirements

• Very low maintenance requirements

• Mowing capabilities of 8 to 18 acres per hour

2620 CRAWFORD AVENUE
EVANSTON, IL 60201-4922
PHONE: (708) 864-1842

OSEMAN
tractor equipment company, •Inc.

FOR MAINTENANCE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY
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(Midwest Breezes continued)

Wanted to Buy: Used Cushman Dumpster. Call Ron Aidiko-
nis, 708/398-0620.

Bill E. Ahlstedt, a recent graduate from Southern Illinois
University, with a B.S. degree specializing in Turfgrass
Management, is looking for an assistant's position. Call
708/359-2139.

Wanted: Good set of used Fairway frames for Jacobsen Fair-
way mowers. Call Jim or Jerry at 708/234-6788.

Wanted: Par Aide Ballwashers in usable condition and a
Jacobsen gang mower for parts, any condition. Call Jerry
Berkholtz at 414/244-7538.

Welcome to the Midwest area our new USGA Green Sec-
tion representative - Paul Vermeulem. Paul is replacing Jim
Latham who retired to Texas and Bob Vavrek who has a new
territory.

The 1995 Golf Committee is as follows: Kevin Czerkies,
Chairman; Luke Strojney, Stephanie Gotberg, Jim McNair,
John Meyer, John Otis, Phil Taylor, and Lynn Wesson.

The 1995 Arrangements Committee is: Brian Bossert, Chair-
man; Fred Behnke, Kerry Blatteau, Don Ferreri, Dan An-
derson, Mike Mumper, and Larry Flament.

It has been brought to my attention in a recent article con-
cerning lightning protection that there is always more than
one game in town so to speak. Chicago Turf and Irrigation
was listed as the only source for this protection, which is not
true. Hager Lightning Protection, Inc. has also been protect-
ing many golf courses, buildings and homes for years.

John Turner, Sales Representative for AgrEvo USA Com-
pany, presented Gary Myers and Ryan Baldwin two $500.00
scholarships from Purdue University. Both students were
recognized at the Midwest Regional Turf Conference held in
Indianapolis on January 18, 1995. The annual scholarship
assists turfgrass students in meeting their educational needs
and professed interests in turfgrass management.

Golf and turf mechanic wanted. Please call John Buck for
interview. J. W. Turf, Inc., 708/683-4653.

For Sale: '75 Toro Sand Pro, 14 h.p. Kohler gas engine, low
hours, $700 or best offer. Call Mike Siefken at Woodstock
C.C., 815/338-4320.

For Sale: Used 7!f2 h.p. Berkeley Centrifugal pump, 1 new,
7!f2 Centrifugal Pump motor, and 1 used, 1000 gallon
diaphragm pressure tank. Call Larry Evers at Wolfcreek G.C.,
815/584-1400.

Education Committee members for 1995 are: Don Ferreri,
Chairman; Bob Maibusch, Tim Anderson, Len Conley, and
Brian Bossert.
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RHONE POULENC AG COMPANY
I? O. Box 12014,2 1: W. Alexander Drive

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
919/549-2000



U of M Update
By

Bradley Pedersen
University of Minnesota

Ornamental Grasses for Golf Courses
Mary Hockenberry Meyer
University of Minnesota

This month's feature article was contributed by Mary
Hockenberry Meyer: Mary has just completed her Ph.D. at
the University of Minnesota and has accepted a position as
Assistant Professor and Extension Horticulturist at the
University Landscape Arboretum. Mary's specialties are or-
namental grasses, native grasses, and alternative grasses
for lawn and commercial turf

All of the grass on your golf course is ornamental isn't
it? Of course, but the grasses referred to in this article don't
require mowing, vary in height from 6" to 10" at maturity
and are grown for their overall form, attractive flowers, or
foliage.

There are hundreds of grasses to choose from; some can
offer an exotic look to a water hazard, others can turn the
edge of a rough into a natural prairie, and still others com-
bine well with perennials in flower beds.

The most common concern for our area is, will these
grasses survive the winter? Eighty-five grasses and hedges
survived for six winters, from 1987-1993 at the Minnesota
Landscape Arboretum in a collection of 165 species and cul-
tivars. Some of these are native to the Midwest or Minneso-
ta, others are exotics from Asia, Europe or Australia, etc.
The grasses hgihlighted in this article are hardy perreni-
als for Minnesota that have these attractive features:

• Very few insect or disease problems
• Low nutrient requirement
• Low maintenance (except spring cutback)
• Provide more than one season of interest; flowering

in spring, summer or fall, with beauty and color
lasting into winter

• Fast growing; almost all species reach their mature
size by the second year for large plants this means a
5-8' plant

• Provide texture variation, from fine fescues to coarse
giant miscanthus

• Offer foliage colors of blue, yellow, bronze, red as well
as variegated white and yellow

• Movement with the wind provides sound and motion
as well as interest and beauty

Although there are many possible uses for these or-
namentals on your golf couse, three areas will be covered
in this article 1) grasses for use near water 2) native grass-
es which can be grown as a naturalized area or prairie and
3) grasses for use with other bedding plants.

(continued page 22)

800·582·8843

TORO
3000

TORO
3000

Golf Course Hydroinjection

Bill McMillan
118 Barrington Commons

Barrington, IL 600102 MACHINES

PER COURSE

DAY OR

NIGHT800490 TURF

SOIL & WATER
SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS

performed by

r: J. ZOLMAN & SON
Turf Soil Specialists Since 1964

Analyzed soils and waters at more than 120 courses
in the Chicagoland area

Includes a written report and recommendations
also performing

Physical Analysis Lime Analysis Tissue Analysis

Locally based year round services
Res. (708) 387-7782 Off. (708) 4~5-8723

8516 Brookfield Ave. * Brookfield, IL 60513
Analytical Services by Brookside Laboratories Inc.
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