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At superfine cutting heights, every aspect of your
mowcer's performance is accentuated. For better or
worse. And the sume goes for greens play.

Thar's why Jacobsen puts so much into
every Greens King = walk behind. Exceptional
side-to-side, front-to-rear balance. A compact roller
base for immaculate cutting. And only Jacobsen
has the patented Turf Groomer® greens
conditioner, for faster, truer and healthier greens.

When it comes to performance—when it

comes to results—no other greens mower family

The Jacobsen walk behind greens mower family
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can make this cut. For more information, and a now includes 18", 22" and 26" models to handle everything from severely

complete demonstration, contact us today. undulating greens, to tee boxes and collars, flawlessly.
800-942-8610 708-349-8484
FAX 708-349-7149 THE PROFESSIONAL'S CHOICE ON TURE.
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On Course With the President

Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to all, and
may we all keep our em-
ployers happy in 1995.

Recently while mingling
with other superintendents at
professional gatherings on
the trade show floor, or dur-
ing a seminar break, a com-
mon conversational question
was “did you have a good
year?” The responses and
thoughts I have heard have been typical end of the year com-
ments. Most of the superintendents had an acceptable year
turf-wise and are comfortable with their status at the end of
the season. A common area of difficulty and frustration this
year, however, has been the problems encountered in deal-
ing with and trying to please the clientele for whom they work.
Why is this so often a problem? How many times have we
heard that reasons for a termination had nothing to do with
course conditions or job performance, but rather are related
to public relations difficulties?

We must constantly and consistently be selling ourselves,
our management programs, and the importance of our
management expertise and professionalism to our employ-
ers. Our image must project professionalism and therefore
a valuable necessity to our employers.

The Golf Professionals have done a great deal with enhanc-
ing their image and promoting their worthiness towards con-
vincing clubs of the importance of employing qualified PGA
professionals. They aggressively go to clubs which are seek-
ing employment assistance. They have an agenda, they pro-
vide professionally prepared reference materials, and they sell
themselves and their organization as a professional commo-
dity necessary for a successful working relationship. On the
other hand, when a Superintendent position opens and we
try to do the same, many times clubs will not even consider
the benefit of meeting with our representatives. The most we
are able to do is provide MAGCS mailing labels, and only
if we are persistent. Generally, our profession is not viewed
to be in the same class, or taken as seriously as other manage-
ment groups.

Over the years the Superintendent image has improved,
but progress in this area has not reached the proper level.
We have discussed this topic at meetings and have listened
to speakers lecture about how a thoughtful personal image
is an important step in being recognized a professional. We
know that dressing the part is extremely important, particu-
larly for first impressions. We made a great deal of advance-
ment by moving into a coat and tie type of dress for our
conferences and meetings, but there is still a large enough
percentage that still insist on wearing jeans, work boots, and
hats indoors. Some have exhibited bad table marmers or a
lack of courtesy towards guest speakers which reflects nega-
tively towards Golf Course Superintendents as a whole. No-

(continued page 4)




(On Course With The President continued)
body really wants to say anything to an individual for fear
of hurting feelings or sounding snobbish, but it doesn’t take
much effort to play the part. Professionally dressing and con-
ducting ourselves for the image we want is an important step.

The GCSAA has been working hard to enhance its mem-
ber image and the educated expertise of the Superintendent.
The MAGCS will be looking into developing new methods
of promoting the MAGCS image and its members. Bob
Maibusch is Chairman of the Public Relations Committee and
he brings a new enthusiasm for these MAGCS Public Rela-
tions goals. The efforts of the committee will be of benefit to
all, but it will require a group effort to be meaningful. In clos-
ing we have been told to act and dress for the position and
respect we desire. In so far as new goals, we must not let
the fear of failure keep us from trying. If we believe we can
or we can't, we are right.

Wishing you the best for 1995.

Joel Purpur, President MAGCS

Ode To An Oak

Oh, mighty Quercus out there in the snow,

How do you handle this 20 below?

Standing out there on the edge of the glen,
Seeing harsh winters again and again.

You've stood in that clearing for quite a few years,
I guess you looked down on the first pioneers.
Oh, giant oak of such silence and grace,

How many vears have you stood in this place?

I see you in awe. It's beyond my belief

All the wonderful things that you do with a leaf,
And the foliage you sport ... 80 feet in the air ...
How do you get all the water up there?

Even the scientists don’t seem to know

Just how you manage to live and to grow.

I've read many theories. They're more than just thin.
You keep your secrets well, you and your kin.

We humans are clever, we're clever indeed,

We've walked on the moon and we've outdistanced speed.
We've got our computers, those marvelous things;
Missles that hurdle past Jupiter’s rings;

And one little bomb that will level a mile.

Oh, yes, stately oak, if you could, you would smile.

For all our inventiveness, as of this date

An acorn is something we cannot create.
Mary H. Oberndorfer

{
- Lee Bruce

the CALL TODAY!!

bruce
company

of Wisconsin, Inc.

(608) 836-7041

Construction Services
to the Golf Industry

Your source for Golf Course Construction,
Reconstruction & Improvement.

You have the Projects, Ideas & Needs.
We have the Experience & Equipment to

Do the job RIGHT the FIRST time!

Pond Cleaning
Pond Lining

New Construction
Remodelling

Irrigation New Ponds
Drainage Cart Paths
Feature Shaping Trap Sand Replacement

Established 1953

2040 Lehigh Avenue
Glenview, IL 60025

HALLORAN & Telephone 708.724.8660
YAUCH, INC. Fax 708.724.8659
IRRIGATION

SYSTEMS

Irrigation Design & Installation
® Drainage Systems

¢ Pump Station Work & Consultation

Irrigation Pipe & Supplies




Clesen’s can supply custom blended mixes for your
special applications!

Whether new installations, broadcast, slit, hydro or overseed applications,
our top quality certified seed varieties and wildflower mixes are the best for
the Chicagoland area.

FOR INFORMATION, CALL
Arthur Clesen, Inc.

543 Diens Drive - Wheeling, IL 60090+ (708) 537-2177 « FAX (708) 537-2199

0 N E W AY To The normal operation of any water pumping system Inevitably lead
to less efficlent well production due to pump war and well
plugging.
At Layne-Western we have the resources and expertise to provide

you with innovative solutions to keep your water pumping system
w E L L E F F I c I E N CY operating at peak efficiency. Our complete repair and maintenance
services help guard against costly breakdowns and quickly solve

problems that arise.
Call the Layne professionals with over 100 years of experience in
the water supply industry.

. 721 West lllinois Avenue ¢ Aurora, lilinois 60506 « 708/897-6941
qune we8ter” comp a”y 229 West Indlana Avenue * Beecher, lllinols 60401 « 708/946-2244
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Director’s Column

by Donald A. Cross, CGCS
Vice President MAGCS

I hope all of you had a very Merry Christmas and enjoyed
bringing in the New Year. It's hard to believe another year
has past. During the “thick of the season” it seems like time
stands still, but looking back it seems to have flashed by. All
the reason one should be sure to spend some quality time
with family and friends during these next few slower paced
months.

[ want to sincerely thank you for your confidence in allow-
ing me to serve as Vice President. It is an honor to serve our
association as we continue to progress into a major presence
in the golf and golf course management industry. The entire
Board of Directors take their positions very seriously and will
continue to service to bring quality programs and services to
our membership. The MAGCS has made significant strides
in the sixteen years that | have been a member, but we clearly
have much work to do if we are to maintain, and strengthen,
our stature. We cannot, however, expect improvements in
programs and services, enhance areas such as public rela-
tions, our magazine, and philanthropic endeavors, and ex-
pand membership benefits, without also understanding that
these agendum will require appropriate funding.

As Secretary/Treasurer last year, entrusted with manag-
ing the financial affairs of our association, | quickly learned
that there are more extensive expenses involved in operat-
ing our association than one may imagine. The expenses such
as publication of our newsletter, monthly meetings, the hospi-
tality suite, and compensation of our contractors is readily
apparent. These are our major cost categories but overall they
account for only 60% of our expense budget. The remain-
ing 40% is in the less obvious areas such as printing of meet-
ing notices, dues statements, and the directory; postage and
mailing costs; office and computer supplies and phone serv-
ice; golf prizes, speaker expenses, and awards and host gifts;
board and committee expenses; research and benevolent con-
tributions; and others. As you can see the list of expenses
is lengthy and as in most businesses (our’s being no excep-
tion), expenses continue to increase. As the MAGCS evolves,
further categories will likely be added and overall expenses
will increase. [ mention this information not to incite concern
of financial despair but only to provide you a better under-
standing of our expense concerns. In fact, our association’s
fiscal status is excellent. We have in reserve, funds in the
amount of approximately 40% of our annual budget. This
reserve, according to our accountant, is close to the level that
an association of our scope should maintain and will now al-
low us to consider new ventures.

Thanks to the efforts of many whom have led and directed
the MAGCS in the past, the current Board of Directors, and
an understanding and supportive membership we, the
MAGCS, are poised to continue, and further promote, our
position as a prominent association.

FULL SERVICE
GROUND WATER

SPECIALISTS

SINCE 1956

Meadow Equipment
Sales & Service, Inc.

Well Drilling Contractors / Pump Service
27 W. 021 St. Charles Road
Carol Stream, IL 60188

e Water Well Drilling

® Pump Sales and Service

® Water Well Sealing & Capping
e Complete Waterwell Systems

® Large Selection of Pumps
Line Shaft / Submersible

e Well Rehab & Chlorinations
¢ Maintenance Programs

® 24 Hour Emergency Service

Authorized Sales and Service for
Leading Pump Manufacturers

WHEATON: (708) 231-6250
ST. CHARLES: (708) 584-6210
BENSENVILLE: (708) 766-1906

“Where Meadow Goes,
the Water Flows”




BURDETT'S INC. Performance at
O 2835 Soun Sute St the right price

Post Office Box 283
Lockport, IL 60441-0283
815-740-5656

fax# 815-723-4485

Heading into 1995, Burdett's, Inc.
thanks you for your support and
we hope you have a great year!

Through the end of January, use our
EARLY ORDER BOOKING PROGRAM. Order
for Spring now and take a discount
on whatever you might need.

Attachments include:

Call Jim or Donald Anytine!!! « Buckes. « Trenchers.
* Pallet forks. e Earth drills.
 Grapples. e Tree transplanters.
WE WANT T0 SERVE YOU BETTER!!! » Backfoes. » Blades.

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave. \"
Orland Park, IL 60462 \ ’
c— e (708) 349'8430 Ewmnm
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Schroeder's Nursery, Inc.

P TREES . SHRUBS . EVERGREENS
; RICHARD A. SCHROEDER
CARL DRAVIS

Specializing in Large Caliper Trees
We offer complete installation
TELEPHONE: 708—546-9444

23379 W. Route 60 — Grayslake. Hlinois 60030
Located on Route 60 between Rt. 12 (VOLO) & Rt. 83 (IVANHOE)
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Please Support EQUIPMENT, INC. NEEDS
Our Advertlsers SERVICE * PARTS °+ SALES

BOJO

Turf Supply Co., Inc.

i

« Naiad + Aqua Gro e Panasea Plus

e Chemicals * Sand Aid . RAYCO

o Fertilizers ¢ Thatch X ru:_né:%?; e

e Terra Green * Pinhigh Sharpening Compound .ﬂﬁ;{i _____

« Chipco * Tingley Boots & Raingear i) = =

« Flexogen Hose * Terra Green - QilDri ‘.t—’
Excellent Service at Reasonable Prices ARBORIST & SAFETY SUPPLIES

SERVICE & PARTS FOR
MAJOR BRANDS OF:

24356 HARVEST HILLSRD,, « FRANKFORT, IL 60423 AERIAL EQUIPMENT, INC. Chippers
800-732-9401 815-469-6841 SEETE ok Bt dooor Cripers
Fax: 815-469-8248 Wheeling, lllinois 60090 Aerial Trucks
Spray Rigs
(708} 393‘0620 Dump Bodies
Chain Saws

Supplying the Chicagoland area with excellent service
and technical expertise for over 25 years...

We deliver... +Aquatic Products * Insecticides

* Block Retaining Wall ~ « Irrigation Parts

* Bulk Fertilizer * Marking Paint

* Drain Tile * Specialized Pesticides

* Fertilizers * Spreaders

PRODUCTS LD » Geotextile Fabrics * Spray Equipment
8 « Grass Seed » Tee and Green Equipment
\/ » Herbicides » Terra Shield Green Cover

* Hose * Tree Fertilizer

2N 255 County Farm Road, West Chicago, IL 60185

708-668-2537




Goose Tactics Tried and Untrue

by Tony Rzadzki, CGCS
Cantigny Golf

After attending the C.A.G.C.S. Forum recently and listen-
ing to almost every speaker complaining about our feathered
friends, | decided that now is the time to relate my experiences
and opinions about goose control. You and | deal with this
problem daily, and as yet, no one has come up with a solu-
tion. To be honest with you neither have I, but I am cons-
tantly experimenting with different methods to rid of this
scourge ... the resident Canada goose.

The following is a list of all of the methods that | know of
that have been used to chase, scare, or eliminate the goose
from our properties. The list reads in order of least effective
to most effective. This is my opinion and | am sure may cause
a stir amongst us, but here goes.

1. Yelling, waving and flailing arms, throwing rocks.

Result: You look like a maniac or may be perceived as a
superintendent that has been spraying chemicals just a little
too long.

2. Swinging golf clubs or chasing geese with your golf
cart and swinging a club at them.

Result: A nesting goose might bite you in the butt, once
again you'll be perceived as a maniac, and the geese get used
to your behavior and crap even harder before they honk
(laugh) and scoot 5 feet out of the way only to dump again
on another spot.

3. Installing plastic alligators/swans.

Result: The perception is lost — you are a maniac that
definitely needs help. Plastic or foam animals placed in ponds
don't last long. The geese quickly destroy them while play-
ing their version of johnnie cross tackle with them. If you ever
get on |-88 east bound off of the Route 59 ramp you will see
a deflated alligator in the corner of the pond. The geese now
use him as a diving platform for their Olympic games.

Live swans, from personal experience, do nothing to fright-
en or chase geese off of a pond. Yes, they are beautiful birds
and they may aesthetically enhance a lake, but they dump
as much as a goose, they need extra veterinary care, and
they need to be fed, which attracts other wading birds ...
which attracts more geese.

If I could develop a hybrid gator that could survive our
winters and could be trained not to eat junior golfers or small
adults | might be on to something.

4. Flags, tape, and owl balloons.
Result: Too psychedelic. If you watch them too long you
won't need to spray your turf to alter your mood.

5. Greenscovers.

Result: Finally something that is very effective in deterring
geese on putting surfaces. It’s too bad that we can’t leave them
out year round. But to those who can afford them in the
winter time they work great.

6. Pond Aerator (just a reminder: shut them off)
Result: If you have bubble aerators on your course, it's great
to keep your stagnant areas moving even in the winter time.
But our feathered friends love open water and they will add
their own fertilizer in that open hole in the ice as they play
their version of ice hockey on your pond.

7. lrrigation control.

Result: Quite effective at scaring geese off of a particular
area of your course. | have yet to be lucky enough to have
a sprinkler head pointly directly at a goose when | turn my
heads on. | would really like to get lucky and have one sit-
ting on a head when | detonate. Maybe | would literally scare
the -hit out of him and he would die on the spot.

My usual result with the irrigation control is that the geese
take off, circle around, then land on the next gree just as a
player is trying to can a 60 footer. Then I have to go over,
apologize, and launch them again. Hopefully they'll leave or
land in a lake this time.

All joking aside, this is a pretty good harassment tactic. It's
too bad we can’t leave our irrigation systems charged year
round, it could be very effective at this time of the year.

8. Bombs and Rockets

Result: [ personally have not used this tactic, but | have
talked to others who have. Once (if you can) you gain per-
mission from your neighbors to use these devices, I have
heard that they can be very effective ... if you are persistent
and use them before play begins. One problem | imagined
is that during the day when geese often flock in, I wouldn’t
want to be bombing geese, especially when that same player
is in the backstroke of that 60 footer that he’s sure to sink.

9. Goose grid

Result: They work. | have personally seen them and last
week a couple of the speakers at the Forum showed some
different methods of installation to protect various wetland
management crops until they are large enough to withstand
a feeding frenzy from the honkers.

I understand that the goose grid is a temporary guard in-
stalled for the protection of wetland crops until they mature,
but during that time they look quite unpleasant, especially
when the water level goes down on a wetland and the algae
hangs off of the strings. It takes a silver-tongued superinten-
dent to explain the benefits of this ugly situation to his com-
mittee and that it will remain that way for a few years.

10. Buffer zones around lakes

Result: According to many wildlife biologists, including The
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary System, this is one of the
best ways to keep geese on the water and prevent them from
walking out on to the turf. | have yet to hear of anyone hav-
ing any positive results from this management practice. If any
of you have, please call me.

I believe that the theory is great, but to put it into practice
is rather difficult on a golf course. Most of our club’s commit-
tees demand that ‘clean cut look’ on lake banks. Once again
to convince them that this method will work is very difficult
especially when they pose this question, “can’t the goose just
fly onto our turf?”” Duhhh!

[ was able to persuade upper management here not to mow
our lake banks this past season, one positive point is that it
reduces labor costs and time. Next season | hope to extend
the buffer zone further up the bank, then [ will be able to see
for myself if this management practice really reduces goose
fertilization on my fairways.

(continued page 10)



(Goose Tactics continued)
11. Grape juice

Result: The jury is still out and the scientists, [ am sure,
are feverishly working to discover if this will work. Millions of
dollars are at stake. They could test it here if they like. If it
fails I'll just add some ice cubes and have a cold drink.

12. Eggs. Removal/spraying/shaking

Result: Removal and/or spraying with some sort of oil
based product are very effective, but ... very illegal! $500 per
egg if you are caught molesting a federally protected bird.
I would not suggest either one of these methods. If anyone
of us were caught Paul Harvey and the environmentalists
would light the powder keg to the already unstable, volatile
situation that exists.

Egg shaking is legal. We were able to obtain a permit from
the Department of the Interior; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice. This method is very effective with one caution; timing.
The egg needs to be shook at the proper time of develop-
ment within. You need to place the egg in a bucket of water.
When the egg reaches a certain stage of development it floats
in a certain manner depending on it's age. When the egg
reaches the proper age shake it vigorously and be sure to
replace it in the nest. Mother goose will continue to sit on
them and her nesting urge will be satisfied.

[ was not aware of the proper timing for shaking eggs this
past spring, so some birds did hatch. Next season | will be
sure to float test each nest and shake the eggs at the proper
time. The phone number for permit application is 612/725-
3775. The office is located in St. Paul, Minnesota and call
between 7:30 and 3:00.

13. Remington’s cure

Result: Very effective. A 12 gauge shotgun can solve many
problems and create many as well. [ don’t believe that the
‘nuisance season’ for removing geese is available in Illinois
at this time. I didn't give it much regard since we did not want
to start any problems with our neighbors. I am sure that many
of you would share this same concern.

14. T.R.’s cure
Result: Very satisfying and somewhat effective.

g

No, I have not yet discovered a cure to eliminate resident
geese on golf courses, but [ am actively working on a couple
of ideas. But | do use one more tool that some of you al-
ready have, and | would like to narrate some of my ex-
periences with this, my most valuable tool, my dogs.

Nothing works better than a well trained dog in chasing
geese off of a golf course, nothing!

Make sure that you read the key words in that past sen-
tence ‘well trained’. You need a dog that will: a) ride on a
golf cart, b) sit still when approaching golfers, ¢) not bark
around golfers, d) sit quietly on a cart or leash if you need
to talk to someone, check a green, or go in the clubhouse
for a cup of coffee. You need a dog that will mind your com-
mands when she is working (chasing geese) and a dog that
is determined to get the job done.

(continued page 12)
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