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On Course With the President 
Rapidly, it is becoming the time when we need to be look

ing inward to ourselves as members of an association with 
the impact and size of the "Midwest". As turfgrass associa
tions go, we are huge. Huge! I am told by the fine GCSAA 
staff personnel in Lawrence, KS that we, the members of the 
Midwest, can basically pride ourselves as the largest free stand
ing singular chapter in the association. Six hundred some-
odd regional members and a GCSAA voting strength of over 
300 does not comprise a small group, no matter the discipline. 
We are, as an association, a fine and diverse group of turf
grass professionals choosing to congregate under the banner 
of the MAGCS. We do a fine job of representing ourselves 
as turfgrass professionals and membership in our association 
provides a comfortable sense of belonging and purpose that 
surely must be fulfilling. Or is it? I'm not so sure ... 

The members of the Midwest, can basically 
pride ourselves as the largest free standing 

singular chapter in the association. 

We do a terrific job of providing for ourselves. The quality 
of the MAGCS monthly meetings, golf events, educational 
presentations, and social functions are unquestionably top 
rank. The people of the association simply could not be any 
better. We can count our membership the finest group of com
mercial and corporate members anywhere and they unfail
ingly support the Midwest. The individual MAGCS members 
are staunch supporters of the association and essentially pro
vide the fine nucleus from which we gain our strength. The 
greatest asset of our own "Midwest" association is the in
dividual and collective strength of it's membership. 

But what do we as an association accomplish? Plainly, if 
sheer numbers are a valid indicator, there must be something 
of quality and desirability at the present Midwest association 
level. But I fear it tends to be focused selfishly inward and 
serving only of ourselves. The question arises about the de
fined purpose or mission of the Midwest. Indeed, why is it 
we are here? Is it simply for the business of putting on a few 

But what do we 
as an association accomplish? 

summer golf extravaganzas and a few more educational offer
ings? Or can there be more? Realistically, how well do we 
support the area of turfgrass research or even the CDGA turf
grass advisor? Oh, we dribble a small contribution to the ITF, 
and we barely seem to be able to find some token dollars for 
GCSAA or USGA sponsored turfgrass research projects. 
Since Dr. Randy Kane has been in the area, only in the 
recent past has the MAGCS seen fit to contribute to his needs 
or even to insure that he is sufficiently funded to remain in 
this area. There are other examples (the CDGA/U.I. experi
mental green at Cantigny, for instance) and endless other pos
sibilities for MAGCS directed research funding. There are also 

(continued page 4) 



(On Course With the President continued) 
the very real possibilities and needs for Chicago area charities 
to be recipients of MAGCS contributions. Not to mention the 
salient benefits of some very positive public relations for the 
golf course superintendent and the golf industry. The need 
and the desire for MAGCS sponsored contributory funding 
is there and we as an association must explore how we can 
become a driving force in that type of funding. Yes, the P.R. 
angle may be ultimately self-serving and motivated to our own 
benefit, but this notion that we exist simply and essentially 
to best serve ourselves is decidedly not positive "spin" for any
one. It may well boil down to defining the very essence of 
why we do in fact exist. 

Clearly it is time the Midwest Association of Golf Course 
Superintendents begins to define its contributory role and be
come a dominant force in the arena of association sponsored 
and funded beneficiaries. Be it support of turf grass science 
and research or perhaps contributions for an association spon
sored charitable group, the time is now. Sadly there are far 
less accomplished chapters doing far more than we in this 
critical area. We have lagged behind too long and there is 
no defense in dragging our feet any longer. 

ATF 

He's At It Again 
by Fred Opperman, Editor 

Once again, on September 1, 1994, on his noon program, 
Paul Harvey stated that the golf courses were killing wildlife 
in their quest to keep the grass green. He inferred that due 
to the heavy pressure from the golfers to keep everything 
green that the superintendents were over-applying chemicals; 
and in turn these chemicals are killing off the birds and other 
wildlife. 

Numerous associations, individual golf course superinten
dents, and educated others have written to Mr. Harvey ex
plaining the factual findings of many studies and reports. 
These letters and reports have fallen on deaf ears. To my 
knowledge Mr. Harvey has never responded to any of these 
letters. He continues to sensationalize through his radio broad
casts these came falsehoods. 

I think we may be writing to the wrong person when we 
address our letters to Mr. Harvey. We may get a better 
response by addressing our letters that substantiate the truth 
of the matter to the companies that he is endorsing. I once 
felt that Paul Harvey was gospel. I felt that the products he 
was endorsing must be good. Truthfully, I am now suspect 
of what he is pitching. He is just after the buck. 

If Paul Harvey isn't factual and not researching the truth 
of what he is reporting, how can we believe in the products 
that he is selling? We need to get a campaign going to write 
to the car company, the saw manufacturer, the vacuum clean
er company, and the many other companies, plus WGN radio 
and state our case. I'm sure they would like to hear that a 
large segment of their consumers believe their ace pitch-man 
is spreading falsehoods. 

If Paul Harvey is after the buck, maybe we can have some 
affect on the buck that he receives from the companies that 
he endorses. Maybe ... 

m ILORGANITE 

IT'S TOUGHER 
THAN EVER 
TO PRODUCE 
GREAT GREENS. 

SAND BASED G R K N S , 

FREQJJENT SAND TOP 

DRESSING, A N D IMPROVED 

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS MAKE 

IT DIFFICULT T O KEEP T H E 

NUTRIENTS TURTGRASS 

NEEDS IN THE ROOTZONE. 

MILORGANITE HELPS 
MAINTAIN GREAT 
GREENS BY KEEPING 
NUTRIENTS IN THE 
ROOTZONE. 

CONTACT YOUR, MILORGANITE 

SOLID AGRONOMY* 

• 90% WATER INSOLUBLE 
NITROGEN 

• COMPLETE MICRONUTRIENT 
PACKAGE 
CHELATED IRON IN AN ORGANIC COMPLEX 

• UNIFORM APPLICATION 
EVEN AT LOW NITROGEN RATI 

AVOID "FRECKLING" 

• N o SALT TO CREATE STRESS 
OR BURN ON TURF 

1ILORGANITE DIVISION - M M S D 

1101 NORTH MARKET STREET 

MILWAUKEE, Wl 53202 
414-225-3333 

HALL0RAN& 
YAUCH, INC. 
I B R I G A T I O N 
S Y S T E M S 

2040 Lehigh Avenue 
Glenview, IL 60025 

Telephone 708.724.8660 
Fax 708.724.8659 

• Irrigation Design & Installation 

• Drainage Systems 

• Pump Station Work & Consultation 

• Irrigation Pipe & Supplies 



PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.
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We sell an air-dried, uniform and
free flowing top dressing.

ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

If you wish to be
happy for a year,
plant a garden. If
you wish to be happy
for a lifetime, plant a
tree.

HENRY FRENZER
Area Code 708

658-5303

620 Webster St.
Algonqurn, IL

60102

Northbrook Office:
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323-1411
7200 S. Madison, Hinsdale, IL. 60521

b-ees are an
integral part
of play. They
provide shade
and contribute
to the beauty

of your course.
Don't entrust
their care to
anyone but
experts -

Bartlett Tree
Experts -
naturally!

BARTLETT
TREE EXPERTS

Caring for America '5
Trees Since 1907



Keeping Reels Sharp 
by Monty Montague 

National Mower & Turfco, Inc. 
Reel mowers are high-precision machines that provide top-

quality cutting. To deliver such cutting performance, they em
ploy a combination of a reel, often spinning between 600 and 
2,000 rpm., and a bedknife. 

Because those two elements combine to do the cutting, 
they should be adjusted precisely. There should be little or 
no contact between the reel and the bedknife, and the lead
ing edges of both should be squared off — some manufac
turers even believe there should be a "reverse angle," and 
those vary from five to 15 degrees. 

There are several ways to sharpen reels. The most com
monly used is backlapping, which is actually a simple, inex
pensive honing procedure that should be done after 
approximately 40 hours of cutting. Backlapping involves spin
ning the reels in reverse after applying (brushing) a special 
compound, and either backing the reel down to the bedknife 
or the bedknife to the reel, depending on the particular 
mower. The pressure between the reel and bedknife, com
bined with the sharpening compound acting as "liquid sand
paper" actually sharpens the reel blades. When the "grinding 
sound" stops, the backlapping process is usually complete. 

Sharpening compounds come in a number of grits, from 
a very coarse 50 grit to a very fine 220 grit. Most people tend 
to use them in the 80 to 120 grit range. 

There are two basic ways of spinning reels backward for 
backlapping. For reel mowers that are not hydraulically 
driven, there are electric backlappers. They cost about $400 
and can be hooked directly to the mower. Hydraulically driven 
reels, on the other hand, will probably have a backlapping 
switch on them. 

Sometimes backlapping isn't enough. The next step is 
grinding and there are several ways to grind mower reels. The 
first is a spin grinder. Spin grinders range in cost from $2,600 
to $20,000, so many sports turf managers will actually send 
their reels out for grinding. But whether you send your reels 
out for grinding or do it in house, the most important thing 
you do before is to check the reel for bearing wear and ad
just end play. A worn reel, particularly an unevenly worn reel, 
could be the sign of an improper adjustment or even a worn 
bearing that needs replacement. If that same reel was sent 
out for grinding without the mechanical problem being cor
rected first, the reel and bedknife could "slap" during grind
ing and create a damaged or an unevenly sharpened reel. 
Solve any and all mechanical problems with your reels be
fore you send them out for grinding — check your owner's 
manual for specific adjustment instructions. 

Spin grinding is "flat-edged" grinding and is good until you 
have no relief left on your reel blade. Relief grinding creates 
an angle on the trailing edge of your blade. All blades come 
from their manufacturers with relief, and it reduces the pull
ing and tearing of grass when reels get dull. Relief also speeds 
up the backlapping of resharpening process. Some manufac
turers believe it extends the life of the bedknife. 

One of the most common tests for reel sharpness after back
lapping, grinding, or relief grinding involves placing two pieces 
of newspaper between the reel and bedknife. If they cut the 

(continued page 9) 
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Meadow Equipment 
Sales & Service, Inc. 
Well Drilling Contractors / Pump Service 

27 W. 021 St. Charles Road 
Carol Stream, IL 60188 

• Water Well Drilling 

• Pump Sales and Service 

• Water Well Sealing & Capping 

• Complete Waterwell Systems 

• Large Selection of Pumps 
Line Shaft / Submersible 

• Well Rehab & Chlorinations 

• Maintenance Programs 

• 24 Hour Emergency Service 

Authorized Sales and Service for 
Leading Pump Manufacturers 

WHEATON: (708) 231-6250 
ST. CHARLES: (708) 584-6210 
BENSENVILLE: (708) 766-1906 

'Where Meadow Goes, 
the Water Flows" 



• Hydrostatic transmis-
sion, integral power
steering and 4WD

• Slanted hard nose
hood for better visibility
and durability

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.

Orland Park, IL 60462
(708) 349-8430

B-20-
• A compact T /L/B diesel

tractor
• 20 horsepower
• Designed for industrial

use

~ FF-II is your first line
defense against winter diseases

or 1-800-543-0006 today.

In university testing Scotts
FF-II has consistently out-
performed all other PCNB
products. In one convenient
application, FF- ITcontrols pink
and gray snowmold, cool
season brown patch, leaf spot,
dollar spot, stripe smut and rust while providing
a dormant feeding of 14-3-3 fertilizer for early
sprIng green-up.

For details, call your
ProTurf Tech Rep

Dave Wollenberg

CANNON TURf SUPPLY, INC.

OffIce/Warehouse
12840 Ford Drive
Fishers, IN 46038

317-845-1987 Local
800-966-1987 Watts
219-394-2295 Home
219-394-2398 Fax
317-718-4282 Mobile

BURDETT'S, INC.

2835 South State Street
Lower Level

Post OffIce Box 283
Lockport, IL 60441-0283

815-740-5656
fax# 815-723-4485

Schroeder's Nursery, Inc.

23379 w. Route 60 - Gravslake. Illinois 60030
Located on Route 60 between Rt. 12 '(VOLO) & Rt. 83 (IV ANHOE)

TREES • SHRUBS • EVERGREENS
RICHARD A. SCHROEDER

CARL DRAVIS

Specializing in Large Caliper Trees
We offer complete installation

TELEPHONE: 708-546-9444
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Please Support
Our Advertisers

Excellent Service at Reasonable Prices

24356 HARVEST HIllS RD., • FRANKFORT, Il 60423
800-732-9401 815-469-6841

Fax: 815-469-8248

II!?l8y Co., Inc .

Bus (lOB) 526-4574
Fax 008) 526-4580

HYDRO-SBBDIIiG
HYDRO-IIULCIIING

610 W Lberty St.
Wauconda. IL60084

• Panasea Plus
• Sand Aid
• Thatch X
• Pin high Sharpening Compound
• Tingley Boots & Raingear
• Terra Green - OilDri

• Naiad + Aqua Gro
• Chemicals
• Fertilizers
• Terra Grecn
• Chipco
• Flexogen Hose

Supplying the Chicagoland area with excellent service
and technical expertise for over 25 years ...

We deliver. .. •Aquatic Products
• Block Retaining Wall
• Bulk Fertilizer
• Drain Tile
• Fertilizers
• Geotextile Fabrics
• Grass Seed
• Herbicides
• Hose

• Insecticides
• Irrigation Parts
• Marking Paint
• Specialized Pesticides
• Spreaders
• Spray Equipment
• Tee and Green Equipment
• Terra Shield Green Cover
• Tree Fertilizer

2N 255 County Farm Road, west Chicago, IL 80185

708-888-5537
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Proper Pesticide Storage

(312) 374-2303
(708) 228-9607
(219) 938-7020

DUTCH
SAND COMPANY, INC.

OLD

Call
Richard E. Mika

TOP DRESSING SAND
BUNKER SAND
PEA GRAVEL
BOULDERS & RIP RAP
ALL GOLF COURSE AGGREGATES

by Cooperative Extension Service
With winter approaching, we need to remind ourselves of

a few basic principles about proper pesticide storage.
Regardless of the size of your operation or the volume of

materials you use, pesticides should be stored in a separate
building, room, or enclosure. The storage area should be kept
dry, reasonably cool, and out of direct sunlight. An exhaust
fan should be used for proper ventilation to help reduce the
temperature and build up of toxic fumes. Be sure to locate
the exhaust fan where it will not damage plants or harm
humans. Some pesticides have special storage requirements
and require protection against freezing or extreme heat. As
a general rule, most pesticides will begin to deteriorate at tem-
peratures below 40 OF. and above 90 of. Be sure to read the
label for proper storage requirements. Pesticide bags, cartons
and boxes should be stored off the floor on shelves or on
pallets to avoid moisture and deterioration of the packaging.
The storage area should be securely locked when not in use
and warning signs with "Danger - Pesticides, Keep Out"
should be posted on the door and other appropriate areas.
Be sure not to store glass and metal pesticide containers near
a heat source such as steam pipes or in direct sunlight. Heat-
ing of the container may result in expansion of the liquid con-
tents and lead to an explosion. If you are using several
different types of pesticides (i.e., insecticides, herbicides, and
fungicides), be sure to keep each pesticide type in separate
areas to avoid confusion and inadvertent misuse. Keep a cur-
rent inventory of your materials as to purchase date, quantity,
and condition of the container, and use up pesticides that may
be reaching the limits of their shelf life storage. By doing this,
you will reduce the volume of unused chemicals preventing
a large disposal problem and avoid the mistake of spraying
with a pesticide that has lost its pest controlling ability. Un-
der no circumstances should a pesticide be stored in a food
or drink container! When examining chemicals for evidence
of deterioration, look for these warning signs:
Emulsifiable Concentrates: Milky coloration does not occur
with the addition of water, sludge is present or any separa-
tion of components is evident in the container.
Oil Sprays: Milky coloration does not occur with the addi-
tion of water.
Dusts, Granules and Wettable Powders: Excessive lumping.

--------------------------------------

---~

Super- N-Site
by Tony Rzadzki, C.G.C.S.

Superintendent, Cantigny Golf
Our final MAGCS golf event meeting will be held October

10th at the resort at Oakbrook Hills. This event will be a two
man scramble and Kerry promises to set the course to play
hard! I said, "Kerry, what if Braunsky and Ray Schei are part-
ners ... we'll be handing out prizes at midnight!" Kerry quickly
calmed me down and explained that the Nugent designed,
nine year old course was designed to 'play easy'. The own-
ers, the Dial Soap company, wanted a resort community that
was eye appealing, fun to play, and not overly difficult. Par
at Oakbrook is 70 and plays to 6400 yards at the tips. Kerry
told me that there is no water on the right on any holes, but
plenty of landscape beds. So Eddie, you'll probably break a
'hundo' but bring along some mums to transplant later.

Kerry has a B.A. in Education from Illinois State and an
Associates Degree in Turfgrass Managem~nt from Danville
Community College. Kerry is also involved in politics, as you
all know the man behind the scenes on the board of the
MAGCS. Kerry's active interest in the Midwest Association
has helped us progress and grow to some 600 members.
Kerry's other interests include weekend softball, golf, and is
a self-proclaimed, bonafide sports nut.

Oakbrook has invested some money this year ($SOOK) in
landscaping, cartpaths, and brick curbing at tees and greens.
I'm sure that we will see some neat landscaping, play some
fun golf, and enjoy a nice fall day. Don't worry, Kerry, I'll
tell Eddie to bring some replacement bricks for your curbs too.

(Keeping the Reels Sharp continued)
first piece of paper and bend the second, then the mower
is probably ready for action. It's important to repeat this test,
not just in the center of the mower but at both ends. Improper
adjustment or a worn bearing can lead to uneven sharpen-
ing and leave you with a conical reel.

How often you backlap, grind or relief your reels will, in
large part, be determined by your specific situation. Factors
include grass type, cutting frequency and height, topdress-
ing frequency, obstacles and more - it all depends on use.
If your reel mower is still cutting beautifully at the end of the
season, there's not sense in grinding it. Again, the most cru-
cial thing is to consistently check bearing wear or end play
wear, and correct it immediately. If you make adjustments
and still get end play, it's probably time to change the bear-
ing - before you use any reel sharpening method.
Credit: Hole Notes, 7/94
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Leaves, Limbs, .mJ~
Needles & Boughs :m;.'..,.

by Fred Opperman ". ~ _ .. :'~ ~
Tree Trivia & Facts: A fully grown deciduous tree can pull

one ton of water from the soil each day. Planting three trees
around each American home would save 10 to 50 percent
of air-conditioning bills or as much as $4 billion annually.
About 2.8 billion trees are cut down in the world each year;
the United States logs more than any other country - more
than twice as much as Brazil.

This is a good tree for October, Acer ginnala (a'ser jin-na'la)
or Amur Maple is one that colors up pretty good in the fall.
It's leaf color is dark glossy green in the summer and changes
to shades of yellow and red in fall. You will find the best colo-
ration if the tree is planted in full sun.

Leaves: Opposite, simple, 11/2 to 3" long, 3 lobed, with
the middle lobe elongated than the two others. Light green
underneath.

Buds: Small, 1/8" imbricate buds, reddish brown or lighter,
glabrous.

Size: 15 to 18' and equal in spread. Most trees are multi-
stemmed.

Landscape Value: Excellent small specimen to be used by
the patio, screening, and massing. Very hardy and would be
a good choice for an above ground container use.

Credit: "Manual of Woody Landscaping Plants" by Dirr

Golf Course Service Technician
For more than 25 years, Scotts Proturf Golf Division has

sought to develop a close partnership with golf course superin-
tendents to help them use Scotts products more effectively.

We are currently looking for an individual to apply Scotts
fertilizers and pesticide products to golf course fairways,
roughs, etc. in the North Chicago area. Our Technicians work
closely with our customers and our Technical Representatives
to plan and operate a cost efficient service schedule. A high
degree of professionalism and the ability to be flexible and
detail oriented is needed.

The qualified candidate will have the ability to drive a tan-
dem axle truck pulling a trailer and state-of-the-art spreader.
An Associate's degree in agronomy or turf management is
preferred. Closely related practical work experience is also
preferred with golf course maintenance experience required.
The technician must be able to obtain the required CDL oper-
ator's license, certification to apply pesticides and be able to
lift 50 pounds. Overnight travel is required.

Scotts offers an excellent salary and comprehensive benefit
program including profit sharing and retirement income plans.
Qualified candidates should submit a resume to: Manager,
Human Resources, THE SCOTTS COMPANY, 14111
Scottslawn Road, Marysville, OH 43041. Scotts is an equal
opportunity employer committed to a culturally diverse
workforce.
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As certified arborists, we
understand tree and shrub
maintenance procedures.

HENDRICKSEN
the CARE of TREES
Since 1946

As golf course professionals,
you understand turf main-
tenance procedures.

Let's combine our talents to provide the best
possible recreational experience for your,clients.

2371 South Foster Avenue • Wheeling,IL
708-394-4220

V Works with any existing
irrigation electric
controller, regardless of
make or manufacturer.

V Two way radio
communication eliminates
expense of direct
communication wire.

'Mokena, IL60448 'Palatine, IL 60067
8421 West 191 Street 315A S. Hicks
(815) 469-7575 (708) 705-6200
Fax(815) 469-1661 Fax (708) 705- 6204

(jJuckner.'

'Downers Grove, IL 60515
5379 Walnut Ave.
(7m) 515-8555
Fu(7m) 515-1228

CALL FOR A FREE-aN-SITE DEMO!

lCENTURY RAIN AloJ 1-800-347-4272
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