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On Course With the President
Rambling's from DaUas ...

It's over finally, another week long marathon at the annual
GCSAA International Conference and Show. This year's ren-
dition, in Dallas, proved to be the equal of the preliminary build-
up put forth by the GCSAA staff in Lawrence. In a word, the
conference and show was huge and very well organized. The
assemblage and variety of educational and professional oppor-
tunities was outstanding, and the enormous trade show was
without parallel. There were more than 3,300 Superintendents
and Assistants enrolled in four days of educational seminars.
And that was followed by three more days of fine educational
offerings as well as the aforementioned trade show. It was grati-
fying to see the response to the "early bird" Innovative
Superintendent sessions. These, beginning at 6:30 a.m., were
as well attended as some of the primary educational sessions
offered later in each of the day's sessions. There were many
opportunities to see, hear, and participate in virtually any and
every facet of golf course management. As Dr. Paul Rieke of
Michigan State University mentioned during a long conversa-
tion during an interlude of the proceedings, there is no prece-
dent in the discipline of agriculture where there is such an
assemblage of educational opportunity. The offerings are there
to take advantage of and for the attendees to ultimately utilize
the information from the research and experiences at their home
golf facilities. The Dallas conference was a well managed ex-
perience for any Superintendent and turf professional that cared
to attend.
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There is no precedent in the discipline
of agriculture where there is such an

assemblage of educational opportunity.
(All phone extensions are 708)
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On a positive note, congratulations to Bruce R. Williams,
CGCS, on his election victory and subsequent appointment as
GCSAA Secretary/Treasurer. He, above all, deserves to be posi-
tioned to ultimately lead the Association and now is poised
to do so. Also, Roger Stewart, Jr., CGCS, and his sidekick
Robert Maibusch, CGCS, are to be thanked for their efforts
on Bruce's behalf as well as toiling through a number of can-
didate interviews and voting delegate sessions. It was a busy
conference for all of them and a very successful one as well.

(continued page 4)

On that note, it was disheartening to hear of a number of in-
dividuals and to personally listen to several (whom I know)
Superintendents boast of their many rounds of golf during the
run of and in lieu of the GCSAA Conference. A little personal
time here and there is to be expected and frankly is just about
necessary to make it through the onslaught and overload of
education. But, it has not been shown yet to the world that educa-
tion can occur through osmosis or by merely being in the general
locale. It does take participation. It was nice of them, however,
to donate their registration fees, etc.; I'm sure they learned a
lot during their rounds of golf in Dallas ...

Congratulations to Bruce R. Williams, CGCS
on his election victory and subsequent

appointment as GCSAA Secretary/Treasurer.

Fax (708) 428.5009

Official Photographer Raymond Schmitz

Editor -
Fred D. Opperman
810 Greenwood Avenue
Carpen tersville, IL 60110
Phone (708) 428.5009
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WACKER COMPACTION EQUIPMENT

OFTEN COPIED, NEVER DUPLICA TED

(' 'Ramblings from Dallas" continued)

Although it is well discussed and adequately covered in a
separate column in this issue, the MAGCS Hospitality Room
really could not occur without the generous fiscal support of
many of the people, companies, and corporations with whom
we do business. Their generous contributions enable the
"Midwest" to offer an unparalleled place to relax and meet
friends and associates at each year's GCSAA conference. Please
let them, the contributors, know that you, as individuals, ap-
preciate their fine support. We, as the Midwest Association of
Golf Course Superintendents, certainly do!

AId thanks too, to Janet ... Since August she has been trading
faxes and phone calls with the catering manager at the Anatole
on behalf of the "Midwest". Her efforts made this year's
hospitality room a critical and financial success. She
worked hard to develop the themes and menus for each of the
three nights. She also consumed a lot of her time and energy
in negotiating the arrangements as well as justifying the final
tab. Great job, and many thanks for the fine effort.
ATF

VPx1750 Series Vibratory Plate
'19.5" x 25" baseplate
'Gas or diesel engine BPU2950A Reversible Plate

'19.5" x 27.5" baseplate
'Honda 8 h.p. engine

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.•

Orland Park, IL 60462 0

(708) 349-8430

(continued from page 28) PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

This means that if Bruce Williams
is nominated for Vice President in 1995,

he will run opposed.

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.

ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

We sell an air-dried, uniform and
free flowing top dressing.

HENRY FRENZER
620 Webster 8t.

Algonquin, Il
60102

Area Code 708
658-5303

The actual vote totals as recorded by Bob Maibusch - Alter-
nate Delegate:

P = passed F = failed to pass
By-Laws:
Ballot #1 For - 5229 P 119 For - 5152 P

Against - 46 Against - 123
If2 For - 5230 P #10 For - 4774 P

Against - 45 Against - 501
If3 For - 3950 P #11 For - 5207 P

Against - 1323 Against - 5
#4 For - 4659 P #12 For - 5270 P

Against - 616 Against - 5
#5 For - 2954 F #13 For - 5275 P

Against - 2321 Against - 0
#6 For - 2485 F #14 For - 5122 P

Against - 2790 Against - 153
#7 For - 4357 P #15 For - 5270 P

Against - 918 Against - 5
#8 For - 4232 P Total votes cast on each

Against - 1043 ballot = 5275
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323-1411
7200 S. Madison, Hinsdale, IL. 60521

Landscape Design' Landscape Construction
300 Acre Nursery' Patio Construction

Large Shade Trees' Retail Sales

If you wish to be
happy for a year,
plant a garden. If
you wish to be happy
for a lifetime, plant a
tree.

or 1-800-543-0006 today.

What do you get when you
combine the most effective
preemergent with an exclusive
polymer-encapsulated sulfur-
coated fertilizer?
Scotts Poly-STM based
pendimethalin products. The
most efficient and cost
effective way to prevent weeds
and fertilize your turf.

l~ I For details, call your
~ ProTurf Tech Rep
ProTurf.

Poly-STMFertilizer Plus Pendimethalin
The Perfect Combination

• Closed Case
• Water-Lubricated Drive
• 3.25-inch (8.3 cm)

Pop-up Height
• Top-serviceable Design

EAGLE SERIES
ROTORS

Premiere Soils
(708) 534-8700

Put quality where
it REALLY counts
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An Easy Way to Dispose
of Grass Clippings •••

And Save Money

Distributor of:

~ILL[RE~~
TURF PRODUCTS

55 Eost Polotine Rood
Prospect Heights, Il 60070
FAX(708) 537-5736

In one eosy step, eliminote costly dumping fees ond
improve the rough by spreoding gross clippings still
enriched with precious fertilizer. Millcreek's Top Dressers
ore equipped with on odiustoble undershot poly brush
designed to evenly distribute top dressing from three to
ten feet wide.
The spreading uses of these TopDressers are endless:

• Fertilizer • Sand
• Top Dressing • Grass Clippings
• Seed • Compost

Models ore ovoiloble with PTOor Engine Drive.

For More Informotion, pleose contoct:
Avery Harris

LEWIS EQUIPMENT
(708) 537-6110

ILL[RE~TDP
DRESSERS

by Kevin Czerkies

Now the flipside. Some negative aspects of my chosen
profession:

1. Having to go to bed on a warm summer evening while the
sun is still shining.

2. Continually having to explain to new board members why
a fairway mower costs more than their new car.

3. Pressure to keep the golf course open during inclement
weather conditions.

4. Park district safety committees.
5. No summer vacations.
6. Nuts and bolts salesmen.
7. Finding course vandalism at the crack of dawn.
8. Conducting surveys.
9. Irrigation leaks.

10. Getting up at 3:30 a.m. for six months and watching
the sun rise every day.

After all is said and done, we've really got it pretty good.
I could be stuck in this office year round!

Director's Column.

It's always better to begin with the positive things first, so
here they are:

1. Golf course construction.
2. Planting trees.
3. GCSAA convention.
4. Free golf since high school.
5. Watching irrigation sprinklers at dusk.
6. Being outside on nice days and inside on bad ones.
7. Recharging myself during the winter season.
8. The smell of fresh cut grass.
9. The many friends I've made in the business.

10. Watching the sun rise every day.

As I write this article, the weather
outside is nasty. Minus 10 degrees
with a wind chill of 40 below. We've
had plenty of cold days this winter
so I've been spending a lot of time
in the office. As we all know, there's
only so much to do in the office in
the wintertime. This article is one of
the few things on my agenda.

I've had time to reflect on the past
few years as well as look to the
future. Being a Golf Course
Superintendent is something I true1y
enjoy. I decided to write this article on the things I like and
dislike about my job.

Because our profession is so unique, I'm sure that not
everyone will agree with my views. Anyway, here's a few
thoughts about being a Golf Course Superintendent at a park
district facility. I'm sure many of you can relate to what I'm
saying.
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CUTLESSGD
Turf Plant Growth Regulator

.DowEIanco
A plant growth regulator that improves
the quality of cool season turfgrasses

• Available in water soluble packets
• Reduces internode growth; increases turf

density
• Reduces mowings; saves labor & clipping

disposal is minimized
• Foliar applied & root absorbed
• Improves turf color (darker green)
• Reduces water use

FOR INFORMATION CALL: ~

Arthur Clesen. Ire ..
543 Diens Drive Wheeli ~-,~" ::;:;:6-OO-~9-0
(708) 537-2177 FAX (708) 537-2199

SCIENTIFIC
SOIL and WATER

ANALYSIS
performed by

Turf Soil Specialists Since 1964

v. J. ZOLMAN & SON
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Analyzed soils and waters at more than
100 courses in the Chicagoland area

Includes a written report and recommendations
for the top quality turf prod~tion
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BEFCO
BEFCO CYCLONE FLEX FOLDING

FINISHING MOWERS
THE IDEAL MACHINE FOR MOWING ROUGHS AND LEAF MULCHING

• t'kA,n: IS EXfI"!'ilutU,E TO '\CC()~101),\TE L\RGU( IUTKS

• TEI.ESC()lJI~(; WIN{;S TII,\1' ,\LLOW HlK ,\I>JI 'STAIH.t-: Clll"IN(; WIUTII

• f:,\CII DFTK IS FREE FU)'\TI~G WITH ~ Wlln:I.S TO EACH DECK

• TIlE CYCI.ONE H.EX on'ERS SAFETY LOCKS FOR 1.0c,\1. TKANSI'OH:T. :\ J\ct\:
STf\~D ."OR EASY 1I00KIII' AS».' SIM:I.I': ,\('TIO~ IIYIlK,\I!I.le CYJ.ll'iIlERS

• ('ONSTRI1CTEJ> nfo' 111(;11 (}II.I\UTY ("O~II){)NENTS ANIl E1'i(aNUJU:U rOK
STREl'iGTII1:"1 I"IU)I.'ESSIONA" t:SE

ROSEMAN TRACTOR EQUIPMENT COMPANY
2620 Crawford Ave. Evanston, IL 60201

(708) 864-1842



Please Support
Our Advertisers

Excellent Service at Reasonable Prices

24356 HARVEST HILLS RD., • FRANKFORT, IL 60423
800-732-9401 815 -469-6841

Fax: 815-469-8248

I_II ~?l~y Co., Inc .

Bus (708) 526-4574
Fax (708) 526-4580

HYDRO-SBBDIJIG
HYDRO-IIULCIIIJlG

610 w: Lberty St.
Wauconda. IL60084

.i ....•.1...•....••..•..........1.....uuuu~~.".m ••
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• Panasea Plus
• Sand Aid
• Thatch X
• Pin high Sharpening Compound
• Tingley Boots & Raingear
• Terra Green - OilDri

• Naiad + Aqua Gro
• Chemicals
• Fertilizers
• Terra Green
• Chipco
• Flexogen Hose

Supplying the Chicago land area with excellent service
and technical expertise for over 25 years ...

We deliver. .. •Aquatic Products
• Block Retaining Wall
• Bulk Fertilizer
• Drain Tile
• Fertilizers
• Geotextile Fabrics
• Grass Seed
• Herbicides
• Hose

• Insecticides
• Irrigation Parts
• Marking Paint
• Specialized Pesticides
• Spreaders
• Spray Equipment
• Tee and Green Equipment
• Terra Shield Green Cover
• Tree Fertilizer

2N 255 County Farm Road, West Chicago, IL 80185

708-888-5537
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RHONE POULENC AG COMPANY
EO. Box 12014,2 1: W. Alexander Drive

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
919/549-2000

9

Food for Thought II
by Too Hoppban

I'm back. Just when you
thought you had enough of me, I
spring back with some more
stuff.

In my last piece I wrote about
things you can do to help spruce
up your image with the en-
vironmental crowd. Now I would
like to go into more detail about
a subject I wrote about last time,
the Audubon Society of New
York State Cooperative Golf
Course Sanctuary Program
(Wow! What an impressive and
long title).

We at Evanston have been members since April, 1992. We
were looking for ways to help improve our image with the com-
munity and from suggestions from Peter Leuzinger, we decided
to join. In 1991, we had started a program of letting out-of-
the-way areas to develop naturally. Some areas had been
developing over the last ten years or so. Being in the heart of
Skokie, we were surprised by the amount of wildlife that we
could support in our 160 acres.

Being in the heart of Skokie, we were surprised
by the amount of wildlife that we could support

in our 160 acres.

After filling out the original short form and sending in our
dues, we received an inventory form to be filled out about our
golf course. It was about five pages long and somewhat easy
to fill out. It asked for size of our course, basic layout, water
sources, natural areas, etc. Once that was filled out and sent
back, they returned an evaluation of our course and gave us
some suggestions to help improve the wildlife areas. It is im-
portant to note that they were only suggestions and not
requirements .

Some of the suggestions we followed up on right away, such
as building more bird houses, putting up some feeders, allow-
ing other areas to grow naturally. Many of the other sugges-
tions such as using IPM, developing water conservation pro-
grams, water enhancement, and public relations with our
members and community had already been initiated.

The Audubon Society has a wealth of informational sheets
that they send out upon request. We used these to design and
place our bluebird houses (16), wood duck house, and hopefully
this winter our first bat houses.

The next possible step in the Audubon process is begin the
ball rol~ toward certification. There are seven areas that you
can be certified in. They include wildlife food enhancement,

, wildlife cover enhancement, water conservation, water enhance-
ment, environmental planning, public relations, and integrated
pest management. The Audubon Society gave us all of the forms
and examples we could use. I was in contact with their staff
ecologist, Jean Mackay and Pete whenever I needed help.

(continued page 10)
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("Food for Thought IT" continued)

The information we gave was about a page or two in length
for each category. After the first try in April 1993 , we became
certified in environmental planning. We received helpful sug-
gestions and encouragement for the other categories. over the
summer, we implemented their ideas and resubmitted in the fall .
We became certified in all of the categories and I am now proud
to be one of the nine (maybe ten) certified members of this pro-
gram. It is also a proud moment for the Midwest Association
that of the nine certified courses, five of them are in the Chicago
area.

With all of this information I have thrown at you, you may
be wondering where am I going with all of this. Since becom-
ing a member and becoming certified I have had a few ques-
tions thrown my way about our involvement. Most people seem
to be interested however, I have been hearing some negative
vibes about the program. Some have said that it is too hard to
become certified, we oon't want boy scout or birdwatcher clubs ()Juckner"

if Two way radio
communication eliminates
expense of direct
communication wire.

V Works with any existing
irrigation electric
controller, regardless of
make or manufacturer.

It is also a proud moment for the
Midwest Association that of the nine

certified courses, five of them
are in the Chicago area.

CALL FOR A FREE ON-SITE DEMO!

(CENTURYRAINAIDI1-800-347-4272

'Downers Grove,IL60515 'Mokena, IL60448 'Palatine, IL 60067
5379WmnAve 8421West191Street 315AS. Hicks
(7l»l) 515-8555 (815)469-7575 (708) 705-6200
Fax(7l»l)515-1228 Fax(815)469-1661 Fax (708) 705. 6204

HENDRICKSEN
the CARE of TREES

walking up and down our fairways, we don't have the space
to form nature trails, this is a golf course, not a park, etc.

First of all you don't have to have all of these things to become
certified. The Audubon Society of New York State is very
understanding to our situations. They realize that not every golf
course can support nature trails or what have you. Even if you
do nothing, the fact that you have a large portion of land that
is kept green and not paved over is a benefit for the environ-
ment am the wildlife. With a very few changes you can reap
a large amount of benefits for your membership and your
community.

You can be a member of this organization without having to
gear yourself up to be certified. You could also be certified in
the categories that fit your particular course. The options are
many and are up to you.

The only reason I see that you should not join is if your
membership has no interest at all. If there is some interest, then
join up.

We have always been aware of the wildlife that surrounded
us on our course. However, since joining and becoming a part
of this organization, we have looked at our course with a dif-
ferent eye and we are even more proud of what we have accom-
plished and so could you.

"March"

Since 1946

As golf course professionals,
you understand turf main-
tenance procedures.

As certified arborists, we
understand tree and shrub
maintenance procedures.

19

March is Here, Spring soon to follow!
A Brand New Season, in which to Wallow.

We must admit, at times, a dizzy pace!
But, 0 what a Challenge, We have to face.

Kenneth R. Zanzig

10

Let's combine our talents to provide the best
possible recreational experience for your clients.

2371 South Foster Avenue • Wheeling,IL
708-394-4220


