
The First Wide
Area Finish Mower

Cut Quality
The articulator is the first wide area
mower that doesn't force a compro-
mise between cutting quality and
cutting width. Wider decks used to
mean more productivity, but lower
cut quality. The Articulator eliminates
that compromise. It's uniform perfor-
mance of independently floating 21"
cutting heads can only be duplicated
by seven operators pushing 7 hand
mowers. The Articulator offers better
wet grass cutting, a more complete
cut in a single pass, a higher lift cut
for healthier grass, incredibly accu-
rate contour cutting, and virtually
eliminates scalping. That's not a sales
pitch, it's a fact.

Service
We have the simple philosophy at
LasTec about what creates sales.
Keep machines in the field working
beyond customers expectations and
sales take care of themselves. That's
why every customer becomes our
most important link to future suc-
cess. Warranty claims are handled by
one of the best turf dealer networks
in the country. More importantly,
we designed the Articulator with
standard agricultural and industrial
components. Inexpensive. Locally
available. We even give you the
standard industrial interchange
numbers. That gives you purchasing
options that save you money.

Value
Raise your expectations about how
much cutting capacity and cutting qual-
ity you can buy for your dollar. If you
already own a tractor, the Articulator
offers an unmatched cut at a quarter of
the cost of some self propelled mowers
with lower cutting quality. Even if you
purchase a tractor, the combined cost
of the tractor and the Articulator is
worth looking into. A new tractor, an
Articulator, and $10,000 in your pocket
makes a lot more sense than some
other options. We're so sure that it
makes sense, we do everything we can
to demonstrate our cut quality on the
same grass, on the same day, at the
same cutting height as mowers costing
3 to 4 times the price of the Articulator.

J.w. TURF INC. Hampshire, II 708/683-4653
New Location: 21600 W Capitol Dr. Pewaukee, WI53072 414/781-9050
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Sadly, the advent of this topic was addressed in this column
all too recently. It now appears as though the summer golf
season of 1994 is indeed rapidly shaping up to be a golf season
of environmental confrontation and the defense of our golf
courses and the manner in which we, as Superintendents,
manage the materials we apply to the golf course. The en-
vironmentalists are focusing on the gol f courses and those who
manage them with a renewed vengeance. No matter the beauty
of golf courses, no matter the recreational value of golf, no mat-
ter the sovereignty of golfs open spaces, no matter the myriad
benefits of golf to the environment, these environmental critics
are determined to make life miserable for anyone associated with
the management of golf. Thse meddlesome know-it-alls are not
content to leave well enough alone with issues of their own,
they are determined to undermine virtually anything that does
not serve their own self-interest. And it seems that golf courses
are in clear sight of their guns.

And I guess it's not too hard to figure why ... Arguably, golf
is regarded by many of the populous as an elitist pastime en-
joyed by only those of considerable financial means and
therefore golf is highly exclusionary. Plainly that is untrue but
nevertheless golf courses then become an easy target of those
who feel left out of the action and want to hurt those who so
enjoy the game. Not only are they sadly and completely unin-
formed of the joys of the game of golf; those very same in-
dividuals (and groups too) refuse to acknowledge any benefit
whatsoever of anything even remotely associated with golf. They
ignore the abundance and variety of wildlife that populate our
many acres of open grassy savannas. They ignore the variety
and health of the plant material. They ignore the competence
and care with which the golf courses and our environment is
managed. They ignore everything but what serves to initiate
some feeling of public JXlnic. Simply put, these 'concerned in-
dividuals' will resort to all manner of ways to focus the public
eye on the "alleged excesses" of the golf courses and those
who manage them.

Nevertheless golf courses then become an easy target
of those who feel left out of the action and want

to hurt those who so enjoy the game.
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The focus of the public eye has dramatically narrowed already
this young golf season. An early May article published in "The
Wall Street Journal" chronicled the alleged dangers inherent
at any golf facility. The headlines screamed "Golf Courses De-
nounced as Health Hazards" and the article went on to list the
usual dirge of issues relating to golf and the environment.
Thankfully, GCSAA President Joseph G. Baidy and the GCSAA
Executive Staff were quick to respond point by point to the ar-
ticle and it's content. But not before the WSJ article was read
and discussed by millions of readers and the damage was done.

So, it looks to be an interesting season and certainly one of
an intensified environmental awareness. Be ready and at your
stead, the issue of the environment surrounds us and the
challenges are on the way. More than ever before we are faced
with defending that with which we are so intimately associated.
ATF



• Pump Station Work & Consultation

• Irrigation Design & Installation

• Drainage Systems

CONTACT YOUR MlLORGANlTE
DISTRIBUTOR OR OUR STAFF

AGRONOMISTS FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION.

~ATUAAl ORGAN~

Milorganite
~ FERTILIZER ~

MILORGANlTE DIVISION - MMSD
1101 NORTH MARKET STREET

MILWAUKEE, WI 53202
414-22S-3333

MILORGANITE HELPS
MAINTAIN GREAT
GREENS BY KEEPING
NUTRIENTS IN THE

ROOTZONE.

SAND BASED GREENS,
FREQ\)ENT SAND Top

DRESSING, AND IMPROVED

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS MAKE
IT DIFFICULT To KEEP THE

NUTRIENTS TURFGRASS
NEEDS IN THE ROOTZONE.

IIllIIILORGANITE

IT'S TOUGHER
THAN EVER
TO PRODUCE
GREAT GREENS.

2040 Lehigh Avenue
Glenview, IL 60025

Telephone 708.724.8660
Fax 708.724.8659

• No SALT TO CREATE STRESS
OR BURN ON TURF

• COMPLETE MICRONUTRIENT
PACKAGE
CHELATED IRON IN AN ORGANIC COMPLEX

HIGH IRON: NITROGEN RATIO

• UNIFORM ApPLICATION
EVEN AT LOW NITROGEN RATES TO

AVOID "FRECKLING"

.90% WATER INSOLUBLE
NITROGEN
SLOW RELEASE TO MINIMIZE SURGE

GROWTH AND lEACHING

::11::
HALLORAN &
YAUCH, INC.
IRRIGATION
SYSTEMS

by Kerry Blatteau, CGCS
April 12. The rain has finally ar-

rived and given me a chance to come
inside and catch up on my paper log
jam. Spring in Chicago - who
knows what to expect. Last year it
was cold and wet into May. This
year it's been mild and dry. Certain-
ly keeps you flexible, doesn't it?

I am completing my 'fourth year
serving on the MAGeS Board of
Directors and have enjoyed being
chairman of the golf, membership, public relations committees.
I also am presently a member of the scholarship and research
committee. While learning much about the function and scope
of these committees, I have also gathered some valuable insight
as to the direction of our organization.

The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents is
no longer a small, local group. As in many past years, the
MAGCS has a member serving nationally on the GCSAA Board
of Directors. Our membership has grown to make us one of
the largest regional associations in the country. We interact year-
ly with other nearby regional associations and some of the most
respected collegiate turfgrass programs in the country. We co-
sponsor a major 3 day turfgrass exposition as well as regional
education seminars. Locally, we organize seminars and educa-
tion programs pertinent to our Chicago area needs. We have
one of the best hospitality rooms at the national convention.
Also, we are fortunate enough to have many high quality
facilities that are willing to host our monthly local meetings.
Finally, we donate funds to many local and national research
and scholarship programs.

To accomplish all of these things takes a well organized,
planned and funded commitment, similar to running a golf
course. As our organization has grown, the need to operate in
a more businesslike manner has become evident. Things such
as pre-registration and pre-payment for all functions, earlier
planning and commitment for meeting locations, the addition
of logo merchandise and the conversion to computer records
are all a part of that change to a more business-like operation.
While these changes may not have provided as smooth a tran-
sition as always hoped, the end result will, I think, be an im-
provement for the entire membership.

The present Board of Directors is as forward thinking as any
I have served on and has a goal to expand our organization into
the top local organization in the country. This push for ex-
cellence is only fitting for a region with the best conditioned
and managed golf courses in any part of the country. I hope
you, as members, will be as excited as I am about the future
and the direction we are headed. The Board of Directors looks
forward to your input and support to assist us in this period of
advancement and progress.

Director's Column

• Irrigation Pipe & Supplies
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Devastating lightning strikes and
catastrophic power surges and
spikes are all too common occur-
rences on today's golf courses.
The sensitive nature of today's
critical computer based systems
require special coordinated

protection to prevent catastrophic damage to
expensive irrigation control equipment.

The D & B Power Protection Package is de-
signed specifically for golf course irrigation
systems to eliminate the problem. For a free
brochure contact:

D & B SALES ASSOC. INC.
140 Glengarry Drive, Geneva IL 60134

708-232-6411 fax708-232-6414

If you wish to be
happy for a year,
plant a garden. If
you wish to be happy
for a lifetime, plant a
tree.

m["gda~e JJ~eftieg
INCORPORATED

EST....BLISHED rsso
323-1411

7200 S. Madison, Hinsdale, IL. 60521

Hazardous Chemical
Storage Buildings

Represented by:
Mills-Winfield
Engineering Sales Inc.
205 W. Grand Avenue
Bensenville, IL 60106
Phone: 708/860-0860
FAX:708/860-0879

II_1ST 1i0lf
DIVllDPllNT

815-923-1868

NEW GOLF COURSES
GOLF COURSE RENOVATIONS
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Rely on Safety Storage Relocatable Weatherproof Buildings for Safe
Containment of Golf Course Chemicals.
Now you can remove hazards from your chemical storage areas. Provide secondary
containment and institute real fire-protection and security measures. Safeguard your
facility. Minimize liability. And comply with federal, state and local regulations.

Proven throughout the country-in all climates and virtually every hazardous
chemical-all Safety Storage Buildings incorporate secondary containment reservoirs,
corrosion-resistant floor gratings, ground connections, fire-suppression systems,
special security features, and hazard labeling. Select from an arra"y of options ranging
from emergency eye/face wash units, forced air ventilation, explosion-proof lighting,
built-in heating and cooling, to multipie fire-wall-separated compartments.

These durable, all-weather, welded steel and fire-rated 1.1
buildings are available with a host of options to meet most g~1r~
storage requirements .• ,.
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"Where Meadow Goes,
the Water Flows"

Authorized Sales and Service for
Leading Pump Manufacturers

WHEATON: (708) 231-6250
ST. CHARLES: (708) 584-6210
BENSENVILLE: (708) 766-1906

SINCE 1956

Meadow Equipment
Sales & Service, Inc.
Well Drilling Contractors / Pump Service

27 W. 021 St. Charles Road
Carol Stream, IL 60188

• Water Well Drilling

• Pump Sales and Service

• Water Well Sealing & Capping

• Complete Waterwell Systems

• Large Selection of Pumps
Line Shaft / Submersible

• Well Rehab & Chlorinations

• Maintenance Programs

• 24 Hour Emergency Service
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Dear Mr. Crabb:
Your publication has always led the way in debunking eco-

myths (e.g., the Alar scare), so I was surprised at Timothy
Noah's article on the environmental criticism that has been
leveled at golf courses of late.

Instead of highlighting the remarkable efforts being made to
ensure that golf courses are environmental assets for com-
munities, the article failed to identify the underlying motiva-
tion behind the criticism, revived a questionable New York
, 'study", and suggested that those in my profession were ir-
responsibly using pesticides merely to make courses green and
pretty. That's unfair and here's why:

I. The great majority of the criticism directed at golf courses
has been generated by local interest groups who wish to stop
a particular development. We agree that communities should
have the right to control their own destinies, but it often seems
to be at the expense of our industry's reputation. In short, golf
courses everywhere have been victimized by feverish anti-
growth rhetoric in a few communities .

2. Golf course superintendents are widely recognized by the
regulatory community as being among the best-educated, most
judicious users of pesticides. These professionals are leading
the way in the use of integrated pest management practices, high
tech application systems and new generation chemicals and
biological controls. As the United States Golf Association's for-
thcoming research report and numerous previous independent
studies show, the products we use on our existing golf courses
do not tend to migrate into ground or surface water - despite
some dire and often undocumented claims to the contrary.

3. The report on gol f course pesticide usage on Long Island
issued by former New York attorney general Robert Abrams
contained a great deal of alarmist language with little or no scien-
tific documentation. It cannot be considered to be a valid
representation of real-life golf cours~ management practices.

4. The quote suggesting that golf courses are "nuked" with
chemicals "to get the grass looking real nice" goes to the heart
of the biggest fallacy about golf course management practices
- that these products are used for purely aesthetic reasons. This
is simply not true. The primary reason to prevent pest damage
is to ensure the playability of the course and the value of the
property and the enjoyment of the game of golf. Golf courses
are extremely valuable assets, both as real property and as com-
munity greenspace. They employ hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple, dramatically increase the value (and therefore the tax base)
of the adjacent property and provide recreational and physical
fitness opportunities for more than 25 million Americans each
year. In short, they are far more than just pretty playing fields.

(continued page 9)

May 5, 1994
Mr. Ned Crabb
Letters to the Editor
Wall Street Journal
200 Liberty Street
New York, NY 10281

Editor's comment: The following letter from the GCSAA,
is the reply to the "The Wall Street Journal" article that
appeared in the May 2 edition.



Tougher utility tractors
Ford "250C" and "260c"

,.
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Mowing, grading, loading, landscaping-Ford utility tractors
make it easy:

• 52- or 63-SAE net horsepower.
• Rugged cast-iron engine oil pan.
• Industrial box-beam front axle.
• Optional 4WD shifts on the go.
• Choice 8x2 constant-mesh transmission, 6x4 manual-

reversing transmission or 8x8 power-reversing transmis-
sion with torque converter. All equipped with independent
PTO.

• Vertical or horizontal exhaust.
• Optional 2800-lb. loader.
• Three-point hydraulics powered by 10.5-gpm gear pump.

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.

Orland Park, IL 60462
(708) 349-8430

For details, call your
ProTurf Tech Rep

or 1-800-543-0006 today.

Try the proven, patented performance
of Scotts Poly-S today!

What did over 4,400 turf
managers get when they

switchedto 48Poly-STM?
Performance as
Promised - increased
nutrient efficiency,
extended residual, better
greening and reduced
surge growth.

Schroeder's Nursery, Inc.

23379 W. Route 60 - Grayslake. Illinois 60030
Located on Route 60 between Rt. 12 (VOLO) & Rt. !G (IVANHOE)

TREES • SHRUBS • EVERGREENS
RICHARD A. SCHROEDER

CARL DRAVIS

Specializing in Large Caliper Trees
We offer complete installation

TELEPHONE: 708-546-9444
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Please Support
Our Advertisers

Excellent Service at Reasonable Prices

24356 HARVEST HILLS RD., • FRANKFORT, IL 60423
800-732-9401 815.469.6841

Fax: 815.469.8248

It~?l~y Co., Inc.

Bus (708) 526-4574
Fax (708) 526-4580

HYDRO-SBBDIMG
HYDRO-IlULCRIMG

610 W Lber1y St.
Wauconda. IL60084

• Panasea Plus
• Sand Aid
• Thatch X
• Pinhigh Sharpening Compound
• Tingley Boots & Raingear
• Terra Green. OilOri

• Naiad + Aqua Gro
• Chemicals
• Fertilizers
• Terra Green
• Chipco
• Flexogen Hose

Supplying the Chicagoland area with excellent service
and technical expertise for over 25 years ...

We deliver. .. •Aquatic Products
• Block Retaining Wall
• Bulk Fertilizer
• Drain Tile
• Fertilizers
• Geotextile Fabrics
• Grass Seed
• Herbicides
• Hose

• Insecticides
• Irrigation Parts
• Marking Paint
• Specialized Pesticides
• Spreaders
• Spray Equipment
• Tee and Green Equipment
• Terra Shield Green Cover
• Tree Fertilizer

2N 255 County Farm Road, West Chicago, IL 80185

708-888-5537
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(We're listening to you.)

RHONE POULENC AG COMPANY
f? O.Box 12014,2 1: W. Alexander Drive

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
919/549-2000
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Great pytpium
Rrotectlon.
Great new

formulation.

(GCSAA Letter continued)
5. As the author correctly noted, the study our association

commissioned to gather information on causes of death among
GCSAA members over the past 25 years cannot and should not
be used to imply that a cause-and-effect relationship exists bet-
ween occupational chemical exposure and human health. We
asked the University of Iowa to conduct the study simply to
establish a baseline for a long-term, in-depth study of all health
and safety questions facing our current members. We are
piloting that study this year. As far as the lead investigator's
statement that it's a "prudent strategy" to reduce opportunities
for pesticide exposure among golf course workers, we agree
wholeheartedly. That's just common sense.

6. Finally, I felt that the illustration that accompanied the ar-
ticle (a cartoon which depicted golfers in "moonsuits") was
not reflective of the content. Return to the Alar scare for a
minute. The most unfortunate part of that whole unsavory story
was that people stopped a very healthy activity (eating apples)
because of an extremely remote health risk. Your illustration
flippantly creates a perception that golfers have something to
fear. Nothing in our study or any other credible scientific
research indicates that golfers are at risk.

In closing, I urge any golfer who has a question related to
this article to contact his or her local golf course superinten-
dent to find out the real story. Ask your superintendent about
wildlife on the course, about the realities of chemical manage-
ment practices, about the course's environmental philosophies.
I think golfers will find the real story much more positive than
the one presented recently in these pages. I also urge the Jour-
nal to revisit this subject in the future and to take a much more
comprehensive approach.

Sincerely,
Joseph G. Baidy, CGCS
President, GCSAA

"The golf course superintendent is more of an artist than he
realizes. I think he's tremendously important in providing the
'golf garden view' to the members as an escape from the con-
crete and steel that overpower us in today's world.

"He's got to do this with a budget that is often too small,
with challenges that were never there before -like water shor-
tages and environmentalists - and the guy who pulls it off has
gotta be a genius.

"I think we owe him a lot more praise than he's used to get-
ting and I know it's going to happen. I can think back to when
my own profession didn't get the appreciation it deserved. The
reporter was supposed to be rather devil-may-care underpaid
guy and not generally given profound respect, if any at all. But
times are changing. When you heap responsibilities on people
you've got to give them respect, you've got to give them bucks
and you've got to give them privileges.

"The television guys still haven't learned to point out the
beauty of a golf course or the work that went into it, months
and months. People accept the beautiful greens and fairways
instinctively. I don't say the superintendent has to be interviewed
at length but they can mention his name and let him share a
split-billing with God!"

Herb Graffis - Reprint from May 1984

On the Golf Course Superintendent
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Let's combine our talents to provide the best
possible recreational experience for your clients.

2371 South Foster Avenue • Wheeling,IL
708-394-4220
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As certified arborists, we
understand tree and shrub
maintenance procedures.

V Works with any existing
inigation electric
controller, regardless of
make or manufacturer.

V Twowayradio
communication eliminates
expense of direct
communication wire.

-Mokena, IL60448 -Palatine, IL 60067
8421 West 191 Strett 315A S. Hicks
(815) 469-7575 (708) 705-6200
Fax(815) 469-1661 Fax (708) 705- 6204

HENDRICKSEN
the CARE of TREES
Since 1946

()Juckner"

As golf course professionals,
you understand turf main-
tenance procedures.
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-Downers Grove, IL 60515
5379 Walnut Ave.
(7~) 515-8555
Fax(7~) 515-1228

CALL FOR A FREE ON-SITE DEMO!

ICENTURY RAIN AID} 1-800-347-4272

Keepers of the Green
by Tony Rzadzki, Supt., Cantigny Golf

"Golf developers and environmentalists are engaged in a
round that is affecting the future of where the game will be
played. And while the outcome of this match is uncertain, it
is sure to alter the course of the game."

On a recent airline trip I happened to pull a magazine out
of the seat sleeve in front of me. This article appeared in the
Apri I issue of 'Hemispheres' ... a rather popular magazine pro-
duced by United Airlines. The article was entitled 'How Green
Are the Greens?' and was written by A.G. Pollard. I know
nothing of Mr. Pollard's credentials or qualifications, but this
poignant article should be read by all golf course
superintendents. His point is concise and clear. We are at war!
The following are some excerpts from his article.

"Behold the typical golf course. Here is what golfers see:
a green oasis of nature's peace tucked away in a busy, rushing
world ... here is what environmentalists see: a piece of manufac-
tured abomination scraped out of the natural landscape by
bulldozers. A destroyer of natural habitats, and a few hundred
acres maintained only by the use of toxic, horrible chemicals
that kill, maim, and mutilate many of God's creatures up to and
including man himself."

"Talk to any golf course architect ... and they will tell you
that the environmental rules and regulations required to build
a golf course have come not only incredibly complex but add
millions to the cost of developing a course."

"Indeed, environmental groups, such as the Audubon Society
(NOT the Audubon Society of New York State our partner in
our cause), the Sierra Club, and other wildlife preservation
organizations, fight the good fight before permit-approval bodies
at local and state levels to protect what they see as diminishing
natural buffers, wildlife habitats, and the wetlands home of
birds, fish, and reptiles. All of these creatures fall prey, they
claim, to the encroachment of evil golf developments."

"It is not just the physical destruction of land that environmen-
talists object to. It is also the chemicals that they claim are
disbursed in the form of pesticides, fungicides, and herbicides;
toxic formulas that can be carried by rain and irrigation runoff
into lakes, ponds, and streams, killing everything in the food
chain from the snail darter on up."

The line in the sand has been drawn. It is quite obvious that
the environmental movement has raised it's flag and the Paul
Harveys everywhere are lining up to do battle with us. Mr.
Pollard continues to weigh the issues.

"So who is right? Is there a middle ground in this ongoing
debate? Probably not. There is no doubt that the construction
of a golf course can be environmentally disruptive. Trees must
be cut down, ponds dug or emptied, earth must be moved. Yet
once finished, most golf courses become - unlike other forms
of development such as shopping centers, office parks, or even
neighborhoods - hospitable and benevolent environments for
wildlife. And there is no doubt that developers, golf course ar-
chitects, and course superintendents are getting a lot more
sophisticated about environmental concerns by coming up with
ways to assuage the concerns of bird lovers."

"And golf course superintendents, the men and women on
the front lines of the battle with nematodes, mole crickets, and
fungi of various sorts, have learned that the old way, which

(continued page 13)
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