
Every course has them. Theplaces that
are tough to get to. Tough to mow.

The 2653 has the guts to work through wet lush, or long grass- plus
the ground hugging ability to deliver a quality cut over undulating terrain.
In addition, the 2653 features John Deere reel technology, ESP (Extra
Strength and Precision).

Extra strength comes from new materials and components. Reels and
bedknives are made of induction-hardened, high impact steel for extra
strength. You spend less time backlapping and grinding.

Extra precision comes from an adjustment system that solidly holds
cutting height adjustment through the bumps and shocks of everyday use.

Tilthood and removable side
panels give quick service-access
to the 2653's liquid-cooled 18-
hp engine.

Hinged cover plates give easy
service access to the 2653
hydrostatic pump and wheel
motors.

Operator-friendly console and
controls include standard power
steering and a dial-in weight
transfer system that can shift
cuffing unit weight over the
drive wheels, to improve trac-
tion when needed.John Deere 26-inch cuffing units

on the 2653 hug ground con-
tours precisely. They are avail-
able with 5-or 8-bladed reels
and con be mounted in a fixed
or floating position.

2653 cutting units feature a
qUickheight-of-cut ad;ustment
system that enables changes to
be made at 1/8 -inch intervals,
with minimal time and effort.

•

•

•
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On Course With The President
This is the time of the year when many of us are beginning

to focus toward Dallas, Texas for the latest edition of the
GCSAA International Turfgrass Conference. This year the con-
ference calendar promises a wide range of intellectual and par-
ticipatory activities for the those choosing to attend. There are
this year, as was the case in Anaheim l the issues of GCSAA
by-law proposals that must be discussed, as well as finally put
to rest. Also, as in past years, the MAGCS has a candidate for
GCSAA office from it's ranks. As usual it bodes to be a very
busy conference and, no doubt, an interesting one as well.

The list of candidates for GCSAA office has long been com-
pleted and Bruce R. Williams, CGCS, has been formally slated
as a candidate for GCSAA Vice-President. The Midwest
Association strongly endorses and supports him in his quest
for this position. Throughout his tenure as a GCSAA Director,

Bruce R. Williams, CGCS, has been fOrmally
slated as a candidate for GCSAA Vice-President.

Bruce has been instrumental in the many moves to deliver the
internal management of GCSAA to it's present, more ag-
gressive and efficient level. There is always a need for dedicated
Board members such as Bruce to see these actions through to
an ever higher level of association member services. Bruce tells
me there is a renewed sense of vitality within the association
and the new management team is very positive. So too is our
positive feeling toward Bruce's ascendancy through the board
level positions of the GCSAA. The Midwest Association as a
group supports Bruce for the office of GCSAA Vice-President
and I encourage you as individuals to support him as well.

While there are only a few weeks remaining before the con-
ference, there remains plenty of time to settle any GCSAAI
MAGCS issues or questions you may have. The appointed
GCSAA voting delegates for the MAGCS continue to be Roger
A. Stewart,]r., CGCS and Roben]. Maibusch, CGCS. These
individuals have taken the time to attend voting delegate
meetings in Lawrence, Kansas with the single purpose of return-
ing the details of pertinent GCSAA issues to our chapter. Each
delegate has devoted an extensive amount of their time to bring
the message of GCSAA to our membership. It has not been
an easy task for these individuals to digest and disseminate the
information and to pull the salient facts from all the verbiage
of the issues and the by-laws documents. Theirs is also
somewhat of a thankless task since not only do they, as voting
delegates have to accurately present the details of the issues,
they must do so in a pragmatic manner so as not to unduly
influence any individual opinions. Roger and Bob are to be
commended for their dedication and efforts. Our membership
should show their appreciation of the delegates efforts by in-
quiring of them the details of issues that shall shape the future
of the Golf Course Superintendent. They are the ones that
know ...

(continued page 4)
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(On Course with the President continued)

There is another individual that tirelessly works in the
background on behalf of the MAGCS. This dedicated and per-
sistent person is the primary reason the MAGCS voting strength
is at an all-time high. Nobody knows how he is able to garner
each proxy vote of so many new GCSAA members or how he
even knows who they are, but somehow he does. Without his

A congratulation of "Great Work! ",
and a nod of due respect should be

afforded to Len Berg

persistent pursuit of the vote of each and every new GCSAA
member, the voting strength of the "Midwest" surely would
be far less. Large Iy through his efforts, we as a chapter, have
gained over 30 votes since the GCSAA conference last year.
AT 330 votes, that makes the "Midwest" one of the strongest
single chapters in the association. A congratulation of' 'Great
Work!", and a nod of due respect should be afforded to Len
Berg the next time you see him. He performs a unique, time-
consuming and truly essential background role for the Midwest
Association. Thanks, Len!

See you in Dallas ...

ATF

GOLF COURSE DESIGN.
AND CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

MARENGO.IL 815-923-3400

ACCURATE TANK TESTING
Warrenville, Illinois

• Underground Tank Testing Without Filling Your Tank

• All Tank Upgrades

Certified • Registered • Insured

Underground tank testing to assure you're not leaking
for: Insurance, Real Estate. or Regulatory needs.

Steve Berning
(708) 393-1998
(800) 773-TANK

Director's Column
by Joel Purpur

Time flys when you're having fun! I can't believe that it
is January 1994 already. Working as Secretary /Treasurer dur-
ing the past year has been a challenging but rewarding period
for me. Assuming many of the duties of the Executive Secretary
during the transition taught me quite a bit about the
Association and our membership. There is more to running
an association of our size than most people realize.

You may have heard that the MAGeS now has a new com-
puter system. With the new programs, we are starting a new
data base from scratch utilizing the return information from
the dues notices and the postcards. The new data base will make
it possible to produce an up to date membership directory at
a moments notice. There is only one problem, delinquent
payments of dues ... again. I always thought of the MAGCS
as being made up of responsible professionals, but the number
of late dues makes one wonder.

As was stated on the dues notice, dues were to be paid by
December 1, 1993. As of December 10, 1993 only about 300
of the 600 members have paid their dues. This makes plann-
ing very difficult for the board of directors, who are trying to
voluntarily manage the association for you. Membership cards
have to be made. How long do we wait to print them? How

•

As was stated on the dues notice, dues
were to be paid by December 1, 1993. As of

December 10, 1993 only about 300 of the 600
members have paid their dues. •

long do we wait before we print the membership directory or
send out the meeting schedules? Many people complain about
how long it takes to get an updated membership directory or
membership cards. How can we provide these and other ser-
vices if we only have about half of the membership who pay
their dues and give us the information we request on time?
Do we keep sending the Bull Sheet to members that don't
pay? Each issue costs us over $2,000 to produce.

Some use the argument that their club has to wait until their
new fiscal year to pay, but many in that situation write a per-
sonal check and get reimbursed when the time comes. Our dues
are not that high and it shouldn't break anyone's bank for a
month and a half. In the December Bull Sheet Fred Opper-
man printed a notice in the Midwest Breezes to cheek with your
club or business, so you know where you stand.

Since we have such a great number of late dues, the board
decided to wait until January 1, 1994 for the cut off date on
renewals. After the time we will do our best with what we have
to work with and get the membership directory printed,
membership/name cards made, meeting schedules sent out,
and so on. Oh well, enough preaching.

Financially our Association is doing very well working with
a break even budget. We are able to contribute to many wor-
thy causes to better our profession. Last year the MAGCS •

(continued page 6)
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ROSEMAN TRACTOR EQUIPMENT COMPANY
2620 Crawford Ave. Evanston, IL 60201

(708) 864-1842

BEFCO
BEFCO CYCLONE FLEX FOLDING

FINISHING MOWERS
THE IDEAL MACHINE FOR MOWING ROUGHS AND LEAF MULCHING

• FRAME,S EXPANDABLE TO ACCOMODATE LARGER DECKS

• TELESCOPING WINGS THAT ALLOW FOR ADJUSTABLE CIITTING WIDTII

• EACH DECK IS FREE FLOATING WITII 4 WIIEELS TO HCII DECK

• TIlE CYCLONE FLEX OffERS SAFETY LOCKS FOR LOCAL TRANSPORT. A JACK
STAND FOR EASY 1I00KlJP AND 3 SINGLE ACTlON H\'DRAULIC CYLlNDf.RS

• CONSTRUCTED OF HIGII QUALITY COMPONENTS AND ENGINEERED FOR
STRENGTH IN PROFESSIONAL USE

•

•

We've s~t over 140 years learning what.works
and what aoesn't. Let us save you the time.

ffiin8daQe u\lutweftie8
INCORPORAno

ESTABLISHED 1850

HiMlWe Nurseria Inc. • 7200 S. Madison - Hinsdale, Il 60521- (708) 323-1411
Yorkville Fvm - 8111 Route 34 - Yorkville, Il60560 - (708) 553-6411

Rain Bird
Golf Irrigation

Products
•

Custom
Pump Stations

•Irrigation
Supplies

5

SPRINKLER

f!j4§~
IRRIGATION

708/543-0351
708/543-0355 Fax



(Director's Column continued)

Financially our Association is doing very well
working with a break even budget.

donated research funds to the ITF, GCSAA, Robert TrentJones
Endowment Fund, Musser Foundation and others. An associa-
tion of our size should be contributing funding for additional
causes>as well. The GCSAA Toxicology Study as well as our
own CDGA for the Experimental Green study will need sup-
port; both of which we feel are important projects. The
MAGCS will be faced with some important decisions. Do we
eliminate donations from organizations that we have supported
in the past, do we raise dues, or do we come up with fund
raisers to generate the thousands of dollars needed for these
worthy causes? We would be happy to hear your thoughts.

In closing, please help us help you by being timely with your
dues and we would like to hear any comments or ideas to help
make our great association even better.

The Midwest Association of Golf
Course Superintendents Committee

Assignments 1993/1994
Executive Committee - A. Fierst, J. Purpur, D. Cross

Finance Committee - J. Purpur, A. Fierst, D. Cross, T. Kelly

Arrangements Committee - D. Ferreri, Chairman;
D. Blomquist, D. Cross, John Gurke, D. Anderson

Golf Committee - K. Czerkies, Chairman; L Strojny,
P. Taylor, B. Bossert, L. Wesson, R. Schmitz, S. Gorberg,
K. Blatteau - merchandise advisory

Education Committee - R. Maibusch, Chairman; K. Blatteau,
D. Ward, 1. Berg, T. Hopphan, Rob Zimmerman, R. Kane

By-laws Committee - T. Kelly

Employment Committee - A. Fierst, Chairman; J. Purpur,
D. Cross

Membership Committee - E. Braunsky, Chairman; B. Bossert,
D. Blomquist

Long Range Planning Committee - D. Blomquist, Chairman;
D. Cross, J. Purpur, K. Blatteau, E. Braunsky

Public Relations Committee - K. Blatteau, Chairman;
J. Gurke, T. Rzadzki, M. Baumann, E. Braunsky

Editorial Committee - F. Opperman, Chairman; A. Fierst,
]. Purpur, D. Cross, D. Smith, R. Stewart, R. Schmitz, T.
Rzadzki

Past Presidents Council - R. Stewart, Chairman

Commercial Advisory Council - J. Lebedevs, Chairman

Benevolence Committee - T. Kelly, Chairman

- Other Assignments -

Executive Secretary - Joan Minnis

Legal Counsel - Greg Beggs
The Bull Sheet Editor - Fred Opperman
GCSAA Hospitality Suite, Dallas - A. Fierst, J. Good,

T. Kelly, J. Purpur, D. Cross, K. Blatteau

Accountant - Richard Elder

ILL[RE~TDP
DRESSERS

•
An Easy Way to Dispose

of Grass Clippings •••
And Save Money

•
In one easy step, eliminate costly dumping fees and
improve the rough by spreading gross clippings still
enriched with precious fertilizer. Millcreek Is Top Dressers
are equipped with on adjustable undershot poly brush
designed to evenly distribute top dressing from three to
ten feet wide.
The spreading uses of these Top Dressers are endless:

• Fertilizer • Sand
• Top Dressing • Grass Clippings
• Seed • Compost

Models are available with PTOor Engine Drive.

For More Information, please contact:
Avery Harris

LEWIS EQUIPMENT
(708) 537·6110

55 East Palatine Rood
Prospect Heights, Il 60070
FAX(708) 537-5736 •Distributor of:

~ILL[RE~~
TURF PRODUCTS
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•
DYNOMEL T: NaCl/MgCI

SAFE-STEP: KCI/NaCI combination - 50 Ib bags.
combination - 50 Ib bags
and 100 Ib drums. ROCK SALT: NaCI

50 and 80 Ib bags.
ALL AMERICAN: 100%
KCI - 40 Ib bags. UREA: 46-0-0 granular

50 Ib bags
ICEMELTER: 100% KCI
50 Ib bags. FENCE SB: Orange

Safety/Snow fencing in
BULK ROCK SALT: All 4' X 100' rolls or 4' x 50'
YPS treated to help black fence material.
prevent caking. 22 to 25 Fence posts, fence ties
tons delivered. Picked and tools also available.

up 10 to 25 tons. ~.. .

Arlhur C1esen. Inc. ~
543 Diens Drive Wheeling, IL 60090
(708) 537-2177 FAX: (708) 537-2199

* ICE-MELT
PRODUCTS *

PELLETS: 90% CaCI
50 Ib & 80 Ib bags and
50 & 100 Ib drums.

FLAKE: 77% CaCI
50 Ib bags.

• AERIAL
EQUIPMENT, INC.

MEETS
YOUR

NEEDS

SERVICE • PARTS • SALES

•
(708) 398-0620

STIHL
1IB:1111·

1II1• .u

ARBORIST & SAFETY SUPPLIES

AERIAL EQUIPMENT, INC.
2381 South Foster Avenue

Wheeling, Illinois 60090

SERVICE & PARTS FOR
MAJOR BRANDS OF:

Chippers
Stump Cutters
Aerial Trucks
Spray Rigs
Dump Bodies
Chain Saws

7

PRESSURE
WASHERS

250
to

2,000
PSI

NEW AND USED

FREE DEMO
• SALES
• SERVICE

• PARTS
• CHEMICALS

CALL TOLL FREE
1·800·666·3900

TIM LAYDEN
General Manager

708-893-{)777. FAX (708) 893-1045

1-800-666-3900
Sales ServIce Parts Rentals Chemicals

25 S. Park Street. Roselle. illinois 60172



Please Support
Our Advertisers

HYDRO-SBBDIRG
HYDRO-MULCHllfG

610 w: Lberty St.
Wauconda, IL60084

•
Bus (708) 526-4574
Fax (708) 526-4580

CANNON TURF SUPPLY, INC.

Ronald G. Doruff
(708) 852-3200 Office
(800) 457-7322 Toll Free
(708) 852-3230 Fax
(815) 455-4249 Residence
(708) 738-4616 Car

Supplying the Chicagoland area with excellent service
and technical expertise for over 25 years ...

• Naiad + Aqua Gro
• Chemicals
• Fertilizers
• Terra Green
• Chipco
• Flexogen Hose

• Panasea Plus
• Sand Aid
• Thatch X
• Pin high Sharpening Compound
• Tingley Boots & Raingear
• Terra Green ~OilDri

708·888·5537

Excellent Service at Reasonable Prices

24356 HARVEST HILLS RD., • FRANKFORT, IL 60423
800,732,9401 815,469,6841

Fax: 815,469,8248

OfficelWarehouse

5104 Thatcher Road • Downers Grove, IL • 60515

We deliver... •Aquatic Products
• Block Retaining Wall
• Bulk Fertilizer
• Drain Tile
• Fertilizers
• Geotextile Fabrics
• Grass Seed
• Herbicides
• Hose

2N 255 County Farm Road, west Chicago, It 80185

• Insecticides
• Irrigation Parts
• Marking Paint
• Specialized Pesticides
• Spreaders
• Spray Equipment
• Tee and Green Equipment
• Terra Shield Green Cover
• Tree Fertilizer

•

•
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Just Hit the Ball!

•
by David A. Oatis

Director, Northeastern Region, USGA Green Section
A couple of years ago I visited a golf course and was shock-

ed to find that the club had played "preferred lies" for many
years because of having poor-quality fairway turf during a por-
tion of each summer. At the time of my visit, the fairways were
nearly flawless, yet the dub continued to "roll the ball"
because a few thin areas of turf existed (1 % or 2% of the total
fairway acreage), and thus it was possible to have a less-than-
perfect lie in the fairway. In essence, this membership was say-
ing that a ball landing in a fairway should be guaranteed a
perfect lie and to have less simply would not be fair.

I was so shocked by the attitude of the club that I related
the story to the golfers at another course the following week.
To my dismay, the story was met with blank looks and embar-
rassed stares from the committee members, as they admitted
having played preferred lies for years as well!

The account typifies what has happened to American golfers
and American golf courses. Perfection is demanded, and if it
can't be attained, we cheat! Golf isn't supposed to be fair.
Golf is supposed to be a test of nerves, physical skill, and men-
tal acuity. It should be a challenge and a lesson in overcoming
adversity, not a cakewalk, and definitely not a guarantee!

The major objective in golf turf management has always been
to improve playing conditions, the theory being that by do-
ing so we would increase the skill factor and reduce the luck
factor. Playing conditions have been improved unbelievably
over the years, but the demands of golfers have increased along
with the quality of the playing conditions. A well-struck tee
shot landing in the fairway should not be intentionally penaliz-
ed; that would make no sense at all. By the same token, neither
should the golfer be guaranteed a perfect lie.

Removing the luck factor entirely also eliminates the need
for the skill required to negotiate a tricky lie. I contend that
luck is an integral pan of golf and it adds great interest to the
game. Can you imagine how boring it would be to be able
to predict exactly what type of lie you would face on your se-
cond shot immediately after striking your tee shot? Do not
misunderstand me; I am not advocating that we should trick
up our golf courses, only that they need not, and cannot, be
perfect.

Above all else, we need to play the ball as we find it, not
as we think we should find it, or would like to find it.

It is time we put things into perspective. There should be
no guarantees in golf. If a shot landing in a fairway comes to

rest in a divot, invent a shot to get it out of the divot. If a
ball plugs in a bunker, don't change the sand or raking techni-
ques or complain to the course manager. If the greens are hard
and do not hold shots as well as you would like, try landing
the ball short. If the condition of the golf course doesn't suit
your particular game, adjust your game.

It is not the responsibility of the golf course superintendent
to tailor course conditioning to a particular golfer's desire. We
do not need to trick up our courses, but neither do we need
to perfect their condition. In short, play the course as you find
it.

•

•
Credit - "Greenletter" Oct. 93
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1954
by Pete Vandercook

1994 marks the fortieth year in business for Illinois Lawn
Equipment, Inc. Illinois Lawn Equipment, Inc. was incor-
porated on October 6, 1954.

In 1952, on his return from active service in the Korean War,
Bob Johnson went to work for Ford Aircraft as a test-cell in-
structor for jet engines. He and his wife moved to Orland Park
when their first child was expected, and he began working part-
time with lawn mowers.

In 1954, the Worthington Mower Company was looking for
a replacement for their distributor in the Chicago area. George
A. Davis was the Toro Distributor in this area and had a vir-
tual monopoly on golf course business. Worthington was will-
ing to take a chance on a young man with ambition and signed
a franchise agreement. The primary area of responsibility was
a very limited area of Chicago, south of Roosevelt Road,
through Kankakee County. In subsequent years, Illinois Lawn
took over the North Side (from Midwest Turf), Northwestern
Indiana (from Steel City Lawn & Garden) and Central Illinois
(from Leon Short & Sons and Little Wheels, Ltd.) but that is
a different story.

The new company took on additional lines such as Skinner
Irrigation,Jari Sicklebar, Atwater-Strong blowers (which then
had a 3 h.p. Clinton engine), Night Crawler aerifiers, etc.
Jacobsen purchased the Worthington Mower Corporation which
then allowed Illinois Lawn Equipment to sell the Jacobsen
Homeowner line which kept the company going for many years
until they were finally accepted by commercial accounts such
as golf courses.

Although I did not personally arrive on the scene until 1963 ,
I had spent five summers (1947-1951) working at Olympia
Fields Country Club and would like to make the following
observations about life on the golf course in 1954.

In 1954 Bob Williams was the superintendent at Beverly
Country Club, Norm Kramer was at Silver Lake, Walter Kilmer
was at Ravisloe, An Benson, Sr. at Aurora Country Club, Emil
Cassier at Sycamore Golf Club, Frank Mastrolio at Geneva
Club, Albie Staudt at Fox Valley Golf Club, Amos Lapp at
St. Andrews, George Dahlman was at Cog Hill, Peter Bild at

Woodridge, Ed Stewart at River Forest G. C., and his brother
Don at Joliet C.C. Also, Walter Fuchs was at Glen Eagles, Bob
Breen, Sr. at Fresh Meadows, Bill Kraft at Southmoor (now
Palos C.C.), Ed Wollenberg was at Navajo Fields, and Adolph
Bertucci at Lake Shore C.C., Don Strand at Westmoreland,
Ray Gerber at Glen Oak, Bill Stupple at Exmoor, Dom Grotti
at Sunset Valley, Emil Mashie at Onwentsia, Frank Dinelli at
North Shore, and Howard Baerwald at La Grange.

Although I do not think any of the 1954 circa
superintendents are still active superintendents, many of the
well-known names in 1954 are still well-known names in 1994.
Names such as Williams, Benson, Duehr, Pieper, Leith, Lapp,
Woehrle, Fuchs, Breen and Dinelli are examples.

Bear in mind that in 1954
• Top dressing was done with shovels

(continued page 12)
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NEW GOLF COURSES
GOLF COURSE RENOVATIONS

815-923-1868

Since 1946

HENDRICKSEN
the CARE of TREES

As golf course professionals,
you understand turf main-
tenance procedures.

As certified arborists, we
understand tree and shrub
maintenance procedures.

Let's combine our talents to provide the best
possible recreational experience for your clients.

2371 South Foster Avenue • Wheeling,IL
708-394-4220

•

•
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