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theDuUSheet On Course With the President

Bull Sheet printed by Ever-Redi Printing, 5100 East Ave.,
Countryside, IL 60525.

I would like to thank the
membership of the MAGCS
for your confidence in elect-
ing me as your President for
the coming year. Alan Fierst
is a tough act to follow. Al is
a polished public speaker and
writer as well as a quick
thinker. You won't need a
dictionary for my Presidents
messages and I am sure that
I will trip over my tongue a time or two, but I can guarantee
that I will give our association my best effort to continue to
advance the cause of the "Midwest", our progressive assoc-
iation at the forefront of the industry. Over the past 8 years
I have learned a great deal about managing our association
thanks to the Presidents I have served under and the many
Directors I have worked with since Mike Nass was President.
Hence I have good insight on what I would like to accom-
plish during the course of the next year.

We know that improvement is a constant and never end-
ing process because times change and we must change with
the times, or be left behind. Even though many newly elected
Presidents start their term all fired up and ready to change
the world, the old saying that "if it isn't broken, don't fix it"
must still be respected to a certain degree, because I believe
we already have a good thing going. Our committee mem-
bers have many ideas for the future to enhance your mem-
bership benefits and new ideas are always appreciated from
anyone. Feedback is also important to evaluate any perfor-
mance. It is easy to criticize but please remember that there
are many people working long hours behind the scenes with
good intentions to try and give the membership the best in
education, golf, seminars, meals, mailings, magazines, mer-
chandise, etc. Please make your criticism a constructive one
or offer to personally help a committee with a problem or
development.

Volunteers to serve on the various committees are always
needed, so if you have the desire to become involved and
help with the operations of the "Midwest", ple~se contact any-
one on the board and lend a hand. Your help is valued and
appreciated. During the next few months there will be many
hours spent on planning upcoming events, and with a great
Board of Directors to work with, I believe we will have a great
year with much to offer our advancing membership.

Joel Purpur, President, MAGCS

Home: 832-6763
Office: 782-4259

Home: 965-3435
Office: 835-4296

Office: 896-6811
Fax: 896-6811

Home: 879-8536
Office: 232-0627

Home: 910-4568
Office: 668-5537

Home: 436-7815
Office: 453-7525

Home: 961-9509
Office: 355-9807

Fax (708) 428-5009

Luke Strojny (Debbie) Home: 830-7370
Poplar Creek C.C. Office: 310-3618

(All phone extensions are 708 area code)

Alan Fierst
Oak Park C.C.

John Lebedevs
Turf Products, Ltd.

Exec. Secretary Joan Minnis
MAGCS P. O. Box 204
N. Aurora, IL 60542

President Joel Purpur (Debbie)
River Forest G.C.

Vice-President Don Cross (Cindy)
Skokie C.C.

Board David Blomquist
Naperville C.C.

Sec'y./Treasurer Ed Braunsky (Sue)
Geneva G.C.

Commercial
Representative

Pres. Emeritus

Official Photographers - Raymond Schmitz &
John Meyer

Official publication of the MIDWEST ASSOCIA nON OF
GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS.

1995 Board of Directors

Brian Bossert Home: 312/808-9251
Bryn Mawr C.C. Office: 677-4112

Kevin Czerkies (Peggy) Home: 949-7074
Sportsman C.C. Office: 291-2352

Donald Ferreri (Geri) Home: 357-7964
Seven Bridges G.C. Office: 852-1746

Robert Maibusch (Cheryl) Home: 789-1651
Hinsdale G.C. Office: 986-1323

Dr. Randy T. Kane, Turfgrass Advisor
University of Illinois& CDGA - (708) 954-2753

We are not copyrighted and would like to share our articles
with any who would like to use them, but please give the
author and "The Bull Sheet" credit.

Editor -
Fred D. Opperman
810 Greenwood Avenue
Carpentersville, IL 60110
Phone (708) 428-5009

The Bull Sheet is published once a month. All articles are
required by the 10th of the month to make the next issue.
Advertising is sold by the column inch, by the quarter page,
half page and by the full page. All artwork to be finished,
camera ready or negative, screen 110 or 133, black and white
only. Circulation is over 600 issues per month.
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Directors Column
1994 Golf Events Recap

by Kevin Czerkies
I was asked to recap this years golf events for this month's

directors column. We had an excellent turnout at all of our
meetings. This following is a breakdown of the events and
winners.

~ATURAl ORGAN~

Milorganite
,.,...- FERTILIZER ~

CONTACT YOUR MllORGANITE
DISTRIBUTOR OR OUR STAFF

AGRONOMISTS FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION.

MlLORGANITE DIVISION - MMSD
1101 NORTH MARKET STREET

MilWAUKEE, WI 53202
414-225-3333

MILORGANITE HELPS
MAINTAIN GREAT
GREENS BY KEEP1NG
NUTRIENTS IN THE
ROOTZONE.

SAND BASED GREENS,
FREQlJENT SAND Top
DRESSING. AND IMPROVED
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS MAKE
IT DiffiCULT To KEEP THE
NUTRIENTS TURf GRASS
NEEDS IN THE ROOTZONE,

Ifi!LlllLORGANITE

IT'S TOUGHER
THAN EVER
TO PRODUCE
GREAT GREENS.

2040 Lehigh Avenue
Glenview, IL 60025

Telephone 708.724.8660
Fax 708.724.8659

• COMPLETE MICRONUTRIENT
PACKAGE
CHH.ATED IRON IN AN ORGANIC COMPLEX

HIGH IRON: NITROGEN RATIO

• No SALT TO CREATE STRESS
OR BURN ON TURF

• Irrigation Design & Installation

• Irrigation Pipe & Supplies

• Drainage Systems

• Pump Station Work & Consultation

::11:
HALLORAN &
YAUCH, INC.
IRRIGATION
SYSTEMS

• 90% WATER INSOLUBLE
NITROGEN
SLOW RELEASE TO MINIMIZE SURGE

GROWTH AND lEACHING

• UNIFORM ApPLICATION
EVEN AT LOW NITROGEN RATES TO

AVOID "FRECKLING"

Curt Adams
Paul Wagner
John Lebedevs
Nick Hongisto

Low Gross
Randy Kane
Jim Roberts

April 25 - Inverness G.C. - 112 players, 4 man mixed
scramble

Low Gross (tie)
Mark Bobb
Dan Anderson
Tom Morgensen
Dan Murray
Low Net
Bruce Johnson
Brad Helms
John Kiraly

May 16 - Silver Lakes G.C. - Combined Meeting (ITF)
M.A.G.C.S. Defended Challenge Cup, winning team was:
Kevin Czerkies Dave Ward
Bob Rigney Roger Stewart

June 20 - Aurora C.C. - 112 players, 2-man chapman
Low Gross Low Net
Charlie Brugler Mark Bobb
Jeff Smith Kevin DeRoo

July 11 - Orchard Valley G.C. - 128 players, Senior
Championship

Low Gross 50-59 Low Net 50-59
Ken Goodman Wayne Trometer
Low Gross 60 and over Low Net 60 and over
John Stephenson Adolph Bertucci

August 15 - Tamarac G.C.-120 players, 4 man team total
Low Gross Low Net
Randy Wahler Kevin Czerkies
Al Pondel Bruce Schweiger
Bob Kronn Steve Vanacker
Tom Robinson Tom Pritchard

Sept. 12 - Seven Bridges - 96 players annual tournament
Low Gross Low Net

Championship Flight Tom Robinson Randy Wahler
First Flight Mark Thibault Dan Anderson
Second Flight Paul Schaefer Steve Vanacker
Third Flight Don Ferreri Bob Padula
Senior Flight Ken Goodman Mike Bavier
Commercial Flight Trent Bradford Randy Kane

Oct. 10 - G.C. at Oak Brook Hills - 76 players,
college championship/2-man scramble

1994 College Champion - Purdue (tie)
Penn State (tie)
2 Man Scramble
Low Net
Mike Conley
Steve Jump
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%ere is no time morefitting to say
"fJ1iank.'You"

and to wish you a :J{appy :J{oCidaySeason
and a 9\&w 'Year

of fiearth, hap iness and prosperity

Arthur Clesen, Inc.
S43 DIens Drive-Wheeling, Il60090- (708) 537-2177 - FAX (708) 537-2199

Northbrook Office: (708) 559-9424
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L-ees are an
integral part
of play. They
provide shade
and contribute
to the beauty

of your cou~se.
Don't entrust
their care to
anyone but
experts -

Bartlett Tree
Experts -
naturally!

BARTLETT
TREE EXPERTS

Caring for America '$
Trees Since 1907



SINCE 1956

Authorized Sales and Service for
Leading Pump Manufacturers

WHEATON: (708) 231-6250
ST. CHARLES: (708) 584-6210
BENSENVILLE: (708) 766-1906

"Where Meadow Goes,
the Water Flows"

Meadow Equipment
Sales & Service, Inc.
Well Drilling Contractors / Pump Service

27 W. 021 St. Charles Road
Carol Stream, IL 60188

• Water Well Drilling

• Pump Sales and Service

• Water Well Sealing & Capping

• Complete Waterwell Systems

• Large Selection of Pumps
Line Shaft / Submersible

• Well Rehab & Chlorinations

• Maintenance Programs

• 24 Hour Emergency Service
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by Pete Vandercook
I worked for five summers (from 1947 to 1951) on the

grounds crew at Olympia Fields Country Club. When I was
hired, the superintendent was John Darrah. John had been
superintendent at Beverly and had come to Olympia Fields
some time during the 1946-47 winter season. I believe his
replacement at Beverly was Bob Williams.

John personally owned a 1946 Chevrolet pickup truck with
a tow-type sprayer. The truck had a short boom mounted
in front of the front bumper and two large booms extending
from each side just behind the cab. He did contract spraying
of 2-4D on golf courses. Golf courses had sprayers to spray
greens, but most did not have equipment to spray fairways.
Dandelions had been either allowed to flourish or were har-
vested by hand by armies of temporary workers. John also
had a jeep with a trencher on the back and did contract
trenching on golf courses. When John left Olympia Fields,
he bought a small farm on Route 30, grew sod on it and also
worked as a factory rep for Cleary and Sod master. John's
sod farm is now called Lincoln Mall and John's sod farm ven-
ture obviously turned out to be quite profitable.

In those days, the crew was made up of a small nucleus
of permanent employees, an army of local students, and a
group of retirees (mostly railroaders from Matteson and farm-
ers from the area). The old men wore long woolen under-
wear on even the very hottest days which amazed me.

Alex Landry and Jimmy Dodge each mowed fairways on
one course. They mowed eight hours a day and four hours
on Saturday and just continued on around. Each fairway was
mowed three or more times a week .

Wally Domm changed cups on #4 (the North course to-
day) and We be Ellis on #1 (the South course). They both
walked carrying the cup cutter in one hand and a bucket with
tee towels, ball washer soap, and a cup hook, etc. in the other
hand. On his way home each evening, Wally would take the
dirty tee towels to the clubhouse laundry and pick up the ones
he had delivered the day before. (Some years later Wally mar-
ried the lady that ran the clubhouse laundry) .

Wally and Webe were considered course foremen and also
did any spraying or fertilizing needed on their respective
courses. Wally went on to be the superintendent at Calumet
Country Club, Pheasant Valley and South Shore Country
Clubs. Webe left the industry to become the Chief of Police
in Matteson. When he started, it was a two-man department
(including himself) and when he retired several years ago,
it was a large suburban police force. During his years on the
police force Webe from time to time mowed greens on Sun-
day mornings at Flossmoor Country Club for his friend, Wally
Pieper, and now that he is retired, he works at Cherry Hills
for Dale Pieper.

Another memorable Olympia Fields regular was Joe
Tourie. An older Italian immigrant from Chicago Heights, Joe
smoked Italian cigars. One cigar lasted Joe all day, and he
would go through several packs of matches. Joe raked the
traps on the north course in the morning and maintained the
sewage filter beds in the afternoon. The beds were between
the 17th and 18th fairways on the north course and were
completely surrounded by hedges. Sewage from the club-

(continued page 9)

The Olympia Fields I Remember
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• Trenchers.
• Earth drills.
• Tree transplanters.
• Blades.

BURDETT'S, INC.

Attachments include:
• Buckets.
• Pallet forks.
• Grapples.
.'Backhoes.

2835 South State Street
Lower Level

Post OffIce Box 283
Lockport, IL 60441-0283

815-740-5656
fax# 815-723-4485

Performance at
the right price

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.

Orland Park, IL 60462

(708) 349 ..8430

Represented ~)':
Mills-Winfield
Engineering Sales Inc.
205 W. Grand Avenue
Bensenville, IL 60106
Phone: 708/860-0860
FAX:708/860-0879

..

66th INTERNATIONAL GOLF COURSE
CONFERENCE AND SHOW

February 20-27, 1995

Hazardous Chemical
Storage Buildings

Rely on Safety Storage Relocatable Weatherproof Buildings for Safe
Containment of Golf Course Chemicals.
~ow you can remove hazards from your chemical storage areas. Provide secondary
containment and institute real fire-protection and security measures. Safeguard your
facility. Minimize liability. And comply with federal, state and local regulations.

Proven throughout the country-in all climates and virtually every hazardous
chemical-all Safety Storage Buildings incorporate secondary containment reservoirs,
corrosion-resistant floor gratings, ground connections, fire-suppression systems,
special security features, and hazard labeling. Select from an array of options ranging
from emergency eye/face wash units, forced air ventilation, explosion-proof lighting,
built-in heating and cooling, to multiple fire-wall-separated compartment,;.

These durable, all-weather, welded steel aud fire-rated 1.1
buildings are available \vith a host of options to meet most ._._
storage requirements .••

~~ ~, sflllllE,.r----:~ 1 -'"
~ I" '1*~
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23379 W. Route 60 - Grayslake. Illinois 60030
Located on Route 60 hetween Rt. 12 (VOLO) & Rt. 83 (IVANHOE)

TREES

Nursery, Inc•.
EVERGREENS• SHRUBS •

RICHARD A. SCHROEDER

CARL DRAVIS

Specializing in Large Caliper Trees
We offer complete installation

TELEPHONE: 708-546-9444

Schroeder's
1
!.

~!
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Excellent Service at Reasonable Prices

24356 HARVEST HILLS RD., • FRANKFORT, IL 60423
800,732,9401 815,469,6841

Fax: 815,469,8248

Please Support
Our Advertisers
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3710 Fairview •
Downers Grove, IL 60515

(708)852-2400

We creatively design & install
lighting systemsthat elegantly

highlight your landscape with

the subtle glow of moonlight.

creating an artistic view of
shades & textures.

Now, Moonscape can help
your grounds become more
dramatic, while addressing
securityand safety concerns.

Subtle,

Secure,

Z'ramatic.

• Panasea Plus
• Sand Aid
• Thatch X
• Pinhigh Sharpening Compound
• Tingley Boots & Raingear
• Terra Green' OilDri

-- ~?l~y Co., Inc.

• Naiad + Aqua Gro
• Chemicals
• Fertilizers
• Terra Green
• Chipco
• Flexogen Hose

Supplying the Chicagoland area with excellent service
and technical expertise for over 25 years ...

We deliver. .. •Aquatic Products
• Block Retaining Wall
• Bulk Fertilizer
• Drain Tile
• Fertilizers
• Geotextile Fabrics
• Grass Seed
• Herbicides
• Hose

• Insecticides
• Irrigation Parts
• Marking Paint
• Specialized Pesticides
• Spreaders
• Spray Equipment
• Tee and Green Equipment
• Terra Shield Green Cover
• Tree Fertilizer

2N 255 County Farm Road, West Chicago, IL 80185

708-888-5537
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(Olympia Field continued)

house and the cottages drained through the beds. There were
two large, two-section beds which were alternately used. Joe
would spade the bed not in use and rake both beds. It was
impossible to slip through the hedge, look into the filter bed
area and not find Joe working.

Joe told a great story. One night, some years previous,
Joe was night watering and breaking in a new night waterer
who was on his second day on the job. Night waterers walked,
and that is what they were doing on the north course when
the fog rolled in. They got lost and separated (not necessari-
ly in that order). Finally, Joe walked into the fence that ran
along the railroad tracks (the only fence on the golf course
at the time). He followed the fence to the equipment build-
ing, shut off the pumps to turn off the sprinklers and went
home. The new employee was never heard from again. He
didn't even come in to pick up his check.

Olympia Fields was very proud of the flowers around the
club house. They had two full-time gardeners who spent their
winters in the greenhouse and the rest of the year in the flower
beds. Seeds were actually tapped from flowers, carefully
cataloged and then replanted the next season or started in
the greenhouse and transplanted later. The head gardener
was Joe White, an old man from Homewood. His assistant,
and eventual replacement, was Eldon Rea from Matteson.
With the exception of a period of time when he was in the
Army during World War II, Eldon spent his entire life living
in Matteson and working at Olympia Fields.

Eldon did not drive. He did not want to drive. He walked
to work across the golf course each day, trapped wild animals
and sold the pelts, and had the golf ball concession for the
pro, Chuck Tannis. The creek ran swiftly and creek balls
would travel and collect in pockets. Even in high, muddy
water Eldon knew where to look for balls and find them. (In-
terloping ball hawks would walk barefooted in the creek and
find the few balls they accidently stepped on.) On one of his
trips across the course Eldon found a wounded, young eagle.
He brought the bird into the greenhouse and nursed it back
to health, finally releasing it when it was healthy.

Hank Bruns was the mechanic. The equipment was very
much simpler in those days, but Hank never met a lawn mow-
er he couldn't start. He never changed a spark plug if the
carburetor needed to be tweaked. He never tweaked a car-
buretor if a new spark plug was needed. He had a natural
ability, and it was almost as though he had a personal rela-
tionship with each mower. He was a whiz at adjusting reels.
He would not adjust gang mowers cold. He would leave the
shop every morning about thirty minutes after the gangs had
started to mow, stop each tractor and spend no more than
five minutes fine-tuning each seven-gang. Putting green mow-
ers were washed as soon as they got back to the shop and .
adjusted immediately. The ever present flat file was always
used to dress up the leading edge of the bedknife. No one
else was ever allowed to adjust reels, and the mowers cut
great. Hank was indeed an expert.

Hank's brother, Archie Bruns, who had been the superin-
tendent before John Darrah and who had handled clubhouse
maintenance while John was there, returned as superinten-
dent when John left.
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Archie was a sly old fox. I stayed on in the fall of 1951
because I was going into the Army in January of 1952. There
were only two of us that were young enough to mow greens,
Chuck Bowen and I; and Olympia had 36 greens, one very
large putting green (which counted as two greens) and two
other practice greens. This in our book was a total of 40
greens! Archie offered Chuck and I this great deal. We could
pick our own putting green mower, he would take us out in
the morning, pick us up for lunch, and take us back out. We
could mow greens in any order we wanted and go home
when we were finished, and he would pay us eight hours pay.

Chuck and I were young, eager and pretty fast. We moved
and mowed as fast as we could and were happy to beat Ar-
chie and Olympia Fields out of 30 or 45 minutes pay. In
retrospect (and I didn't figure this out until much ]ater), if we
had walked and worked at a normal pace, we could have
beat Archie and Olympia Fie]ds out of a couple of hours of
overtime. That Archie was a pretty cool guy.

I enjoyed my Olympia experience. I think it helped me
develop a good work ethic, and I learned a lot about people.
The nucleus of regular workers were unique in many ways
but, all in all, were probably representative of a lot of golf
course crews of the era.

Green Section Reorganizes
Great Lakes Region

There comes a time in the life of every organization when
changes are necessary to improve service and increase oper-
ational efficiency. After 10 years of service to golf facilities
in a 9-state region, the time came for realignment of person-
nel and service areas. The new setup is called the North Cen-
tral Region.

First of all, Illinois and Iowa will become part of the Mid-
Continent Region, receiving the personal attention of
agronomist Paul Vermeulen, who will set up an office in Il-
linois convenient to subscribers in Illinois, Iowa, Missouri,
Nebraska and Kansas. The Regional Director is Jim Moore,
located in Waco, Texas, who will do Turf Advisory Service
work in the more southern part of the Region.

Bob Brame will direct the North Central Region from an
office near Cincinnati. His area of Turf Advisory Service
responsibility will be Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky. Bob Vavrek
wil continue TAS work from the Wisconsin office, visiting sub-
scribers from Michigan westward to Montana.

The Lathams and the Great Lakes name are retiring to a
smaller entity on Lake Whitney, Texas where they intend to
keep digging up golf courses. With clubs, not soil probes,
Bowie knives or cup cutters.
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As certified arborists, we
understand tree and shrub
maintenance procedures.

V WOlks with any existing
irrigation electric
controller, regardless of
make or manufacturer.

if Two way radio
communication eliminates
expense of direct
communication wire.

'Mokena, 1160448 'Palatine, IL 60067
8421 West 191Street 315A S. Hicks
(815) 469-7575 (708) 705-6200
Fax(815) 469-1661 Fax (708) 705- 6204

HENDRICKSEN
the CARE of TREES
Since 1946

()Juckner.'

Let's combine our talents to provide the best
possible recreational experience for your clients.

2371 South Foster Avenue • Wheeling,IL
708-394-4220
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As golf course professionals,
you understand turf main-
tenance procedures.

'Downers Grove, 1160515
5379 Walnut Ave.
(7~) 515-8555
Fax(7~) 515-1228

CALL FOR A FREE ON-SITE DEMO!

[CENTURYRAINAID/1-800-347-4272

Historical preservation
group meets

The history of American golf is rich and storied, but the
role of the superintendent and the evolution of course
management remains the game's greatest untold tale.

In order to effectively tell that story and to preserve its own
68-year history, the Golf Course Superintendents Associa-
tion of America (GCSAA) convened a meeting of a special
Historical Preservation Resource Group. The group's mission
is to identify elements of the association's and profession's
history that need to be preserved and highlighted.

Each individual in the group carries with him some very
special qualifications. Between them, these living legends of
the industry represent nearly five centuries of GCSAA mem-
bership:
• Joseph M. Duich, Ph.D. (18 years GCSAA member)
• Melvin B. Lucas Jr., CGCS (32 years)
• Palmer Maples Jr., CGCS (35 years)
• John Mascaro (7 years)
• Thomas C. Mascaro (47 years)
• Sherwood A. Moore, CGCS (56 years)
• Arthur A. Snyder, CGCS (66 years)
• John J. Spodnik (36 years)
• Eberhard Steiniger, CGCS (63 years)
• Charles H. Tadge, CGCS (35 years)
• James R. Watson, Ph.D. (36 years)
• Robert M. Williams (53 years)

Williams, Moore, Spodnik, Maples, Tadge and Lucas are
all past presidents of the association. Duich (1976), Thomas
Mascaro (1976), Williams (1977), Snyder (1978), Moore
(1982), Watson (1983), Steiniger (1988) and Spodnik (1994)
are recipients of GCSAA's Distinguished Service Award.
Moore and Watson are winners of GCSAA's Old Tom Mor-
ris Award.

Maples, Snyder, Steiniger and Watson were unable to at-
tend the meeting.

GCSAA President Joseph G. Baidy, CGCS, a 25-year
member of the association, is chairman of the Historical
Preservation Resource Group.

Clay Loyd, retired GCSAA director of communications and
publications, also is a member of the resource group. Loyd
has been retained by GCSAA to write a book on the associ-
ation's history.

On Oct. 15, the group toured the National Collegiate As-
sociation of America Visitors Center in Overland Park, Kan.,
to review how that organization has preserved and displayed
the history of collegiate athletics.

The folloWing day, the group met at GCSAA headquart-
ers to continue their discussion about where and how to
preserve and display GCSAA's rich history. They also started
generating ideas about where to begin research and data col-
lection.

The resource group will provide specific direction and will
serve as an ongoing resource for a parallel GCSAA staff task
force.
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