
LANDSCAPE / DESIGN.BUILD.MAINTENANCE'"
300 ROCKLAND RD. LAKE BLUFF. IL 60044
[70B1 234-2172 Fax (7081234-2754

SPECIALIST IN:

Wadsworth
PUDlpS

Complete Pump
Sales • Service • Repair

Club House Landscape Design/Build:

Design and installation of specimen plant

material for high priority areas. Design

and installation of perennial, annual and

wildflower displays.

Complete Expert Maintenance Service:

Use Mariani to renovate and rejuvenate

shrubs, ornamentals and all landscape

areas as you dedicate your precious time

on the golf course.

Watertronics • Prefabricated Pump Stations
Air-Q-Lator • Floating Fountains & Aerators

Cia-Val • Automatic Control Valves

Switzer • Carefree Fiberglass Enclosures

(708) 394-4490
• Arlington Heights •

BEFCO CYCLONE FLEX & SUPER FLEX
ROTARY FINISHING
MOWERS
BEFCO, industry leader with over 750 Flex
& Super-Flex units in use across North
America, offers flex mowers in cutting
widths of 12', 15', 17', 22' and 26' each
designed to fit your unique mowing needs.

BEFCO flex mowers offer these outstand-
ing features and many more:

• Quality cut with even thatch disbursement

• 30° up & 15° down flexing; 4" to 6" vertical float

• Zero turning radius capability

• Low tractor HP requirements

• Very low maintenance requirements

• Mowing capabilities of 8 to 18 acres per hour

2620 CRAWFORD AVENUE
EVANSTON, IL 60201-4922
PHONE: (708) 864-1842

•I n c.
OSEMAN

tractor equipment company,
FOR MAINTENANCE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY
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featuring

Box 103 GRANART RD.
BIG ROCK. IL 60511

3524 Long Grove Road
Long Grove, Illinois 60047
TEL: (708) 438-5161
FAX: (708) 438-1883

Please contact us at

1 (800) 773- T AN K, (708) 393-1998

Regulatory Compliance and Risk Management
for 1998and beyond.

Accurate Tank Technologies

HOLLEMBEAK EXCAVATING
Be GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION

INC.

Fortree care, hVdroseeding, prairie installation or lawn
care go with the professionals. McGinty Bros. Inc.! We're
small enough to provide that personalized service and large
enough to offer all the professional systems knowledgeable
clients insist upon.

-Par-Ex Fertilizer
- Lebanon Fertilizer
-Ou Pont Chemicals
-Chipco Chemicals
-Oaconil - Oacthal
-Sean Sprayers
-Elanco
-PSI Gordon
-All Major Turf Supplies

Quality W Value W Service

1840 E. 172nd St., So. Holland
708-474-3086 815-469-6730

PERSONAUZED AND PROFESSIONAL
LAWN AND TREE CARE SERVICES.

Certified + Registered + Insured

Younr compliete, professnol1l~li, UST Experts.

MIKE HOLLEMBEAK

708-556-3891

• Precision Tank TightnessTesting; without filling your tanks
• All upgrades for 1998
• Contaminated soil Identification and Remediation

1ft
'-\ PAARLBERG CHEMICALS
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Orland Park -
World's Golf Center

by Pete Vandercook
Visitors to the Village of Orland Park always notice one of

the towns seven water towers, which are lettered' 'Orland Park
- World's Golf Center". The next question is always "Why
is Orland Park the golf center of the world?"

This all started in the early 1960's when Bob Johnson, owner
of IIIinois Lawn Equipment, Inc., and the late Joe Henley, owner
of The Farmer's Daughter Restaurant and The Farm House Inn
Motel, were helping form the Orland Park Chamber of Com-
merce and searching for a fitting slogan for Orland Park. They
ascertained that there were 13 - 18 hole daily fee golf courses
within 13 miles of Orland Park and the motto was born -
"Orland Park - The World's Golf Center".

Subsequently, the village board passed a resolution adopting
the slogan. In the mid 1960's singer Andy Williams, a guest of
the Joey Bishop late night talk show, refered to San Diego,
California as the nations golf capitol. Orland Park Chamber of
Commerce President, Noel Smith, immediately sent a telegram
to Joey Bishop who apologized the following night explaining
that Orland Park has 531 golf holes within a 13 mile radius and
San Diego only had 513 holes. Joey went on to say that Orland
Park was unquestionably "The Golf Center of the World".

The above information came from "The Orland Story -
From Prairie to Pavement" (copyright Jan. 1991) and at that
time, I was asked to update the Orland Park golf hole count.
I took a protractor, calculated 15 miles (as the crow flies) and
drew a circle centered at l43rd and LaGrange Road. The count
was as follows:

Country Clubs - 387 golf holes
Municipal Golf - 99 golf holes
Daily Fee Courses - 603 golf holes

TOT AL - 1,089 golf holes

There have been additions since 1991
Hidden Meadows (Park Forest Municipal) - 9 hole addition
Ruffled Feathers (Lemont) - 18 holes
White Mountain (Orland Park) - 9 holes
Green Garden Country Club (Monee/Frankfort) -

18 hole addition
* Greystone Golf Course (Tinley Park) - 9 holes
* Alsip Park Dist. Golf Course (Alsip) - 9 holes
* Stoney Creek Golf Course (Oak Lawn Park Dist.) -

9 holes
* The Meadows (City of Blue Island) - 9 holes
* New Lenox Community Golf Course - 18 holes
* Broken Arrow - 27 holes

NEW TOTAL - 1224 golf holes
*=Under construction or grow in

For the following part of this story you will have to accept
my definition of the Orland area. (Notice that I have expanded
Orland to include various incorporated and un-incorporated
areas that are contiguous to Orland Park.

Golf course superintendents and owners who spent most of
their adolescent years in the Orland area include:

Jim Evans - Turnberry Country Club
Ed Fischer - Old Elm Club
Dave Behrman - Riverside Country Club
Curt Adams - Thunderbird Golf Course

(continued page 24)



"I never want to work 
without a TRION™ LIFT again!" 

"Before, it was al­
most impossible to 
see what I was do­
ing, let alone repair 
it. Now everything 
is right where I can 
see it . . . sitting 
down!" 
" I can save an hour 
or more a day on 
maintenance time." 

Ed Ward 
Head Mechanic, Highland 

Hills Municipal C.C 

THE ONLY LIFT SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED 
FOR GOLF COURSE EQUIPMENT 
• Several models available to lift all 3- and 4-wheel 
golf equipment up to 2,600 lbs. 

PRICED FROM 
$3900 to $4750 

plus freight 

ATRION 

[ S I 5) 4 6 9 - 8 5 0 0 
[•70S] 3 0 1 - B 5 0 0 

MIDWEST 

^y^Z^^^ 

WBBBm^^M^MM^^MM 

Not a 

problem 

with material 

from: 

Finally, Bent Sod With 
Assured Compatibility 
PENNCROSS GROWN 
ON A FUMIGATED 
USGA GREENS 
MIX SOIL 
H & E Sod Nursery provides you 

with Penncross™ Bentgrass Sod that is 
grown on fumigated USGA Greens 
Mix soils making this superior turf 
totally compatible with golf course 
greens anywhere in the country. 

For more facts about all of the top 
golf course turfs we provide: Penncross1,' 
PennLinks™ and Penneagle™ Bentgrass 
Sods...phone, fax, or write for a 
FREE INFORMATION PACKET: 
3900 West 167th Street, 
Markham, IL 60426. 
Fax: 708-596-2481. 

Phone: 708-596-7200 

Gregory E. Martin 
President 

65 North River Lane 

Suite 201 

Geneva, Illinois 60134 

708-232-9977 

tB^Martin 
HI Design 

Partnership Landscape 
Architecture 

Golf Course 
Architecture 

Land Planning 

800 West Irving Park Road 
Roselle, Illinois 60193 

(708) 529-2502 

CLAUSS 
BROTHERS, Inc. 
GOLF COURSE 
CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION 
LARGE TREE MOVING 

REMEMBER TO WEAR 
YOUR NAME BADGES 
AT OUR MEETINGS. 

23 



(Orland Park continued) 
Rick Wilson - Glen view Park District Golf Course 
Tom Wilson - Asst. Supt. Deer Path Golf Course 
Ted Mochel - Woodbine Golf Course 
Keith Fuchs - Gleneagles Golf Club 
Pete Lieponis - Old Oak Country Club 
Mitz Duehr - Midlothian Country Club 
Mel Duehr - Midlothian Country Club 
Mike Rayman - Canton Country Club 
Sean Daley - Arizona Golf Resort 
Pete Mirkes Sr. - Pheasant Run 
Ken Shepard - Wedgewood Golf Course 
Renny Jacobson - Carillon 
Rory Bancroft - Glenwoodie Golf and Country Club 
John Coghill Jr. - Silver Lake Country Club 
Dick Coghill - Silver Lake Country Club 
Bert Coghill - Silver Lake Country Club 
Greg Gee - Big Run Golf Club 
Jay Druhan - Palos Hills Municipal Golf Course 
Mark Kowaliczko - Joliet Country Club 
Ron Austin - Westgate Golf Club 
Kevin Czerkies - Sportsman Country Club 
Scott Schafer - Hickory Hills Country Club 
Scott Piper - Lockport Golf and Recreation 
Jerry Cooper - Ravisloe Country Club 
John Hogan - Shady Lawn Golf Club 

Harold Frederickson - Edgewood Valley Country Club 
Mark Schmitz - Asst. Supt. Edgewood Valley Country Club 
Tom DiGuido - Green Meadows Golf Course 
Jeff Smith - Springbrook Golf Course 
Jock Mcintosh — Formally Oak Hills, currently Arizona 
Club Car 

Ken Zanzig - Retired Green Gardens Country Club 
Jack Smith - Formerly Calumet Country Club 
Al Rauch - Retired Bonnie Dundee 
The late Dave Mcintosh - Oak Hills 
The late Don Strand - Westmoreland Country Club 
The late Norm Kramer - Point O'Woods Country Club 
The late George Dahlman - Cog Hill Golf Club 
The late Bernard Kazich - Riverside Country Club 
The late Don Duehr - Midlothian Country Club 
The late Ted Wiersema - Ridge Country Club and Silver Lake 

In addition the following vendors also need to be included: 
Wally Fuchs - Turf Products 
Rick Johnson — Illinois Lawn Equipment 
Mark Johnson — Illinois Lawn Equipment 
Chris Johnson — Illinois Lawn Equipment 
Dave Louttit - O.M. Scott 
Don Maske — Nor-Am 
John Buck — J.W. Turf 
Tracy Murphy - Lemont Paving 
Jim Murphy - Lemont Paving 

One of the main reasons for the above numbers is the fact that 
many aspiring superintendents trained at Silver Lake under 
Dudley Smith. Some were Orland Park boys and others came 
from various places to train at Silver Lake. Included in that se­
cond group are: 

Brian Comiskey - Pinecrest Golf and Country Club 
Bill Hargrave - Highland, North Carolina 
Bob Rigney - Village Greens of Woodridge 
Dave Wollenberg - Delaware Country Club, Muncie, IN 

(Cannon Turf) (continued page 26) 

BURDETT'S, INC. 

2835 South State Street 
Lower Level 

Post Office Box 283 
Lockport, IL 60441-0283 

815-740-5656 
fax# 815-723-4485 

Specializing in Bedding Plants 
Large Variety Fall Mums 

ANTON'S 
Greenhouses & Garden Centers 

Rick & Bob Anton 
ANTON'S OF KENOSHA 
9140 Cooper Rd. (51st Ave.) 
Kenosha, Wl 53142 
414/694-2666 

Gary Anton 
ANTON'S OF EVANSTON 

1126 Pitner Avenue 
Evanston, IL 60202 

708/864-1134 

When It Comes to TurfMamgement... 

NOBODY KNOWS 

LIKE YOUR 

WILBUR-ELLIS PRO 

NOW AVAILABLE IN 
15 GALLON RETURNABLES 

No Triple Rinsing 
No Container Disposal 
Environmental ly Correct 

Your one-stop shop for all turf management needs. Ask about our 

complete line of chemicals, fertilizers and seed. 

Wilbur-Eliis.. .dedicated to quality, customer service and 

environmental stewardship. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 

Chicago Land 800/747-7400 
or Central Illinois 800/892^033 

s,™ registered or applied tor Wilbur Ellis Company £1993 WECO I i l l I I (111 I I 
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NA TIVE FLOWERS
WILDFLOWERS

BLOOMERS
FLOWERS ELITE

BLOOMCOAT

ILL[RE~TDP
DRESSERS
An Easy Way to Dispose

of Grass Clippings •••
And Save Money

Distributor of:

~ILL[REt~
TURF PRODUCTS

In one easy step, eliminate costly dumping fees and
improve the rough by spreading grass clippings still
enriched with precious fertilizer. Millcreek IS Top Dressers
are equipped with an adjustable undershot poly brush
designed to evenly distribute top dressing from three to
ten feet wide.
The spreading uses of these TopDressers are endless:

• Fertilizer • Sand
• Top Dressing • Grass Clippings
• Seed • Compost

Models are available with PTO or Engine Drive.

For More Information, please contact:
Avery Harris

LEWIS EQUIPMENT
(708) 537-6110

55 East Palatine Road
Prospect Heights, Il 60070
FAX(708) 537-5736

"StrathAyr"
Washed Sod

Standard Cut

Natural color and beauty in the form of
annuals and perennials abound year long

with native wildflowers.

The 50d You Want
The Way You Want It

'P~ 42" Big Roll

~
g'~

(III] "We Grow To Please" (III)
HUBER RANCH SOD NURSERY, INC.

23002 WICKER AVE., BOX 188, SCHNEIDER, IN 46376
1-800-553-0552 • (219)552-0552

(708)691-0552 Addison Sod Depot
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442 Pine St.
Galesburg, IL 61401

David Strang
Ph. (BOO) 743-2419

,l"" !\C'I!. t~~,.~.,.M q.

i S ~ VERTI-DRAIN@
T The Ultimate Solution For Compacted Soil

rq, ,,~-t
~"'CT :.~t'1'

Mechanical Soli Technology
- Contract Aeration Service -

Serving The Entire Midwest

PEERLESS FENCE CO.
3N381 Powis Rd.
West Chicago, IL

-Chain-Link Fencing -Driving Ra~ge Fenc!ng
-Wood Fencing -Tee Pmtectlon Fencl~g
-Special Gates -Wood & Steel Guard-Ralls

-Golf Course Work Our Specialty
708/584-7710 Hal laman

Downers Grove, IL
Business

708-963-9088
Home

708-963-4510
Golf Course Remodeling, Expansion &. Renovation Ponds,

Lakes, Waterways, and Ditche Work.

THE GRASS IS ALWAYS
GREENER •••

•••TOPDRESSING WITH TDS.2150 SAND
from lake Shore Sand,

Wisconsin's Largest Topdressing Sand Supplier
TDS 2150 is a well sorted, highly pure Lake Sand
which has been proven ideal for topdressing.

TDS 2150 is thoroughly washed to eliminate excess
amounts of clay and then flotation treated to remove
the unwanted calcium and magnesium carbonates.
These advanced processing techniques enable us to
provide you with a clay and silt free, pH controlled

material with a minimum of 80%of the grains
between .21 and .50 millimeters. TDS 2150
can be ordered dry as well as damp.

For more information or to place
an order, give us a call.
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(Orland Park continued)
Tom Hildreth - Asst. Supt. Twin Orchard Country Club
There are also an abundant number of golf professionals from

the Orland area. They are not being listed because of the dif-
ficulty of compiling a complete listing.

The Orland State Bank also played a role in Orland Park be-
ing known as The World's Golf Center. The bank, owned by
the Gee family (who also own Big Run Golf Course) have played
an important role financing golf course ventures over the years.
They have worked with Silver Lake, Cog Hill, Glen Eagles,
Westgate, Urban Hills, Lincolnshire and Oak Hills, to name
just a few. George Gee, Jr. stated that years ago many lending
institutions were not familiar with golf and tended to stay away
from golf course loans. The Continental Bank of Chicago even
sent people shopping for golf course loans to the Orland State
Bank. The Gees, because of their golf ownership background,
welcomed these loans, made many, many of them, and as
George Gee Jr. proudly states, "Never had a bad golf course
loan". As an aside, the Orland State Bank also donated to the
Village of Orland Park, the land where "The First Golf Center
of the World" water tower was erected.

I would be remiss ifI didn't mention that illinois Lawn Equip-
ment headquartered in Orland Park has been selling turf
maintenance equipment to over 500 golf courses in the greater
Chicagoland area for the past forty years.

Two nationally known sod growers are also natives of the
Orland area. Carl Habenicht, founder of H & E Sod, was born
in a farm house on a family farm on the property now known
as Silver Lake Country Club. The late Ben Warren of the Palos
area founded and operated Warren Turf Farms for many years.
In addition, Ben's wife Dorothy Carey Warren, over the years,
was secretary to the Chicagoland Golf Course Owners Associa-
tion, The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents,
The TIlinois Turfgrass Foundation Central United States Equip-
ment Distributors and The Sod Growers Association. She held
most of these positions simultaneously .

You will note that certain liberties were taken with defini-
tion of the "Orland Area". Included was Orland Park, un-
incorporated Orland Park, the Palos areas, Lockport, Lemont
and the very edge of Chicago that abuts the southwest suburbs.
Although that may stretch the Orland area a little, everyone
listed does have an Orland connection. If I had spread out just
a little more to the Matteson, Chicago Heights, Homewood,
Flossmoor area, I could have added more names like:

Dave Ward - Olympia Fields Country Club
Dale Pieper - Cherry Hills Country Club
Tony Brzinski - Idlewild Country Club
Ron Letorneau - San Marcos Country Club (California)
Bill Nuessle - formerly of San Marcos Country Club
Andy Dauksas - Glen Oak Country Club
Tom Lively - Ruth Lake Country Club
Bob Lively - Glendale Country Club
The late Walter Pieper - Flossmoor Country Club
The late Walter Domm - South Shore and Calumet Country

Clubs
The late Fred Wollenberg - Gary Country Club
The late Mel Warneke - The Standard Club, Atlanta, GA
The late John Boettger - Idlewild and Joliet Country Clubs
The late Norm Stelter - Chicago Heights Country Club ...

(continued page 28)



Support Our Advertisers

Hazardous Chemical
Storage Buildings

Rely on Safety Storage Relocatable Weatherproof Buildings for Safe
Containment of Golf Course Chemicals.
Now you can remove hazards from your chemical storage areas. Provide secondary
containment and institute real fire-protection and security measures. Safeguard your
facility. Minimize liability. And comply with federal, state and local regulations.

Proven throughout the country-in all climates and virtually every hazardous
chemical-all Safety Storage Buildings incorporate secondary containment reservoirs,
corrosion-resistant floor gratings, ground connections, fire-suppression systems,
special security features, and hazard labeling. Select from an array of options ranging
from emergency eye/face wash uniL~,forced air ventilation, explosion-proof lighting,
built-in heating and cooling, to multipie fire-wall-sepaf'.lted compartmenL~.

These dumble, all-weather, welded steel and fire-mted 1.1
buildings are available with a host of options to meet most IW.
storage requirements .• '"

SAFETY
STORAGE'"

Represented ~)':
Mills-Winfield
Engineering Sales Inc.
205 W. Grand Avenue
Bensenville, II. 60 I 06
Phone: 70R/860-0860
fAX: 708/860-0879

FUNGICIDES

TeeTime
----------------

For more information,
call Brat Rush at
708-654-3142

Uniformly the best
in the business.

• Bayleton 1°10 • Benomyl 1.57Ofo
• Daconil 50/0 • Chloroneb 7.50/0
• Dyrene 50/0

Using Tee Time
granular
fungicides
can go a lung
way to making
your golf course
fungus free.

... .. .. .... ... .. ' :::: :.::.:.. '..: ..: :.:. :'. '.:.. ~::.: ' .: .. .. ::.:: :..: '.' '.. ' '..':':' ~' : :. :. '.'..........................
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• Pond Aerator - Kasco
• Dakota - Reed Sedge Peat
• Top Dressing Mix
• Erosion Control Mats
• No Mix (Expedite)
• Roots Growth Enhancer
• Milorganite and Blends
• Custom Bagged and Bulk Fertilizer
• Country Club Fertilizer

• Shaw's Fertilizer
• Plant Marvel/Water Solubles
• Nitroform - Nutralene
• GSL Sulfate of Potash
• Monsanto
• PBI Gordon
• Precision
• Dow Elanco
• FS Turf Seed

Wauconda, IL
27310 W. Case Rd.
Tel 708-526-0007
Fax 708-526-4813

1-800-300-4887

Tinley Park, IL
6730 South Street
Tel 708-532-4723
Fax 708-532-9268

Kansasville, WI
4303 S. Beaumont
Tel 414-878-2048
Fax 414-878-0181

1-800-528-4584
@1993 GROWMARK. Inc M08239.8
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708-854-1495 • FAX 708-854-1497

YOUR SOURCE FOR ALL RANSOMES ROTARY
EQUIPMENT - PARTS - SERVICE

• SPECIMEN LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

• CUSTOM DIGGING

• SHREDDED BARK MULCH

• WOODACE TREE & SHRUB FERTILIZER

• TREEGATOR ~~
The slow efficient way to water trees .... -

rnFfGAfon.

1220 Armstrong St.
Algonquin. IL 60102

"Plant a tree ...
create a legacy"

• Too cutting widths: 61~ and 74~

• New engine choices

• Automatic differential lock

• Oversized 23" drive wheels

Phone 708-301-8500
Phone 815-469-8500

Parts Order #1-800-397..()397

RANSOMES

JAGUAR

• Single-pedal hydrostatic control

• Heavy-duty welded steel construction

• Hydraulic weight transfer for better traction

• Designed for maximum operator comfort

~ ..
MIDWEST
TIJRF & TRAc:::rc:::JR.,,---
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(Orland Park continued)
to name just a few. Imagine what would have happened if the
names listed were expanded to the same 15 mile radius as the
golf courses listed.

Just as this story was being completed, Channel 7's Tim
Weigle aired a Hot Links segment proclaiming Mundelein as
the Golf Capital of the World. He stated that Mundelein had
eight eighteen hole golf courses within its corporate limits. Con-
gratulations to Mundelein for being the Golf Capital of the
World from Orland Park, the World's Golf Center.

I apologize in advance for any inaccuracies or omissions. This
is not an easy list of names to compile. The possibility of error
is good and the possibility of omission is tremendous.

I must acknowledge the assistance given me in this endeavor
by Dale Piper and others, particularly Dudley Smith, who has
a great memory, is an accomplished name speller and came up
with some important additions and direction. Thanks again Dud.

Landscaping the Details
by Bob Lohmann

Landscape design for the golf course has two distinct phases.
The first is the tree planting plan, which has an impact on how
the golfer plays his game. Large tree plantings are positioned
throughout the golf course for definition of target areas, strategy,
depth perception, and safety. These trees should be deep rooted,
high and open branching, and relatively litter free.

The second phase of landscaping the golf course is the detail
planning, which provides the most visual and functional value
to the golfer. These plans should include use of smaller struc-
tured plant materials including ground covers and flowering
shrubs. Also included are retaining walls, planters, paths,
mounds, and all other unique design features. These items
should have a visual impact on the golfer without affecting the
way he plays the game.

Color, texture, form, and scale are the characteristics of detail
landscaping that provide a pleasant atmosphere for the golfer
during the golf round. If he fails to notice the beauty of these
design features, his golf game will not be affected.

The majority of the visual design features should be placed
in the clubhouse areas or adjacent to tees and other out-of-play
but not out-of-site areas. Flower beds and shrub masses should
not be placed adjacent to greens, fairways, or areas that are in
play for the golfer. These colorful plantings may be aesthetically
pleasing, but they hinder the game by causing slow play and
forcing local rulings.

The functional impact of detail landscaping is evident through
the use of materials that direct circulation patterns. A curbed
cart path, a heavily planted mound, or a raised flower bed can
direct traffic to eliminate wear ares or unsafe conditions. The
use of mulch beneath flowers, shrubs, or tree plantings
eliminates grass cutting and reduces maintenance. Stone or
timbers placed on creek or lake banks eliminate erosion pro-
blems and minimize the maintenance of cutting grass or remov-
ing weeds.

Similar to tree plantings, the detail landscaping plan must in-
clude all the proper techniques. Neglecting any of the design
elements can result in a golf course that is merely decorated
with plants. Detail landscaping designed and implemented in
balance will accent the golf course design and create a com-
pletely shaped exterior space.



Rosty and the Golf - Environment 
Relationship 

Dr. Frank S. Rossi, Dept. of Horticulture 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Perspective 
Over the last two years I have enjoyed reading the variety 

of viewpoints expressed each month in the Bull Sheet. I have 
written many articles for the Bull Sheet in my head, yet, not 
one has made it out of head, through my hands and onto paper. 
Mindful of my desire to contribute to the Bull Sheet, I was driv­
ing on one of my many extension trips through Wisconsin. I 
had just read the now infamous Wall Street Journal (WSJ) article 
with miles to think about a response. As I wondered about the 
weaknesses in the WSJ opinion, I was listening to Dan 
Rostenkowski (AKA Rosty) proclaim his innocence with respect 
to numerous claims of impropriety. In a moment, I was over­
come with a sense of symmetry between Rosty and the en­
vironmental concerns with golf course management. 

Obvious Connections 
The most obvious connection is Rosty's region of political 

activity — Chicago, home to hundreds of some of the finest 
golf courses in the world. Also, regardless of your opinion of 
his politics, one must admire his persistence and commitment 
to performing the same job for the last 20 or so years. Rosty 
loomed as a figure larger than life with political clout and af­
forded privileges not even extended to the executive branch. 
I liken this to the power that is the Medinah championship 
course, Butler National or Olympia Fields — persistent, able 
to meet the most able challengers. And yet, Rosty seemed like 
a good ole' boy, down to earth and able to enjoy a good cigar. 
This could be likened to the bounty of daily fee and well kept 
private courses throughout the region that offer a simple and 
solid challenge to the average golfer. 

Looking Closely 
My thesis involves the politicians who have gone after Ros­

ty . I have a very hard time accepting the fact that Rosty was 
the only politician who behaved in this manner. How many of 
his accusers have conducted themselves in a manner that is 
beyond reproach? I think about those politicians and draw a 
similarity to people who slam golf course management for lack 
of environmental responsibility. I wonder if the environmental 
movement was scrutinized as closely as golf course manage­
ment, how it would fere. I have heard many claims of outrageous 
behavior by activity groups performed under the guise of 
recruiting members, making headlines and generating financial 
support. It seems much easier to criticize then it is to work for 
real change that brings long term solutions to our environmen­
tal challenges. Therefore, the moral of the story to this point 
is that our perspectives are shaped by how close we look. 

I often have these conversations with my friends who are con­
cerned about the environment and exposure to pesticides. As 
many of you know, I speak of these issues in terms of risk. 
If the actual risk to the environment and people from golf course 
management were measured and compared with acts performed 
by people as a part of daily life such as eating improperly 
handled meat, buying heavily packaged (non-recyclable) grocery 
items, riding a bicycle without a helmet, then the risks from 

(continued page 30) 

THE PROFESSIONAL'S 
SINGLE SOURCE - -

• CHEMICALS • 

SIGNAL Spray Colorant 
INCIDE-OUT Spray Tank Cleaner 

TRUE BLUE Lake and Pond Dye 
DIRECT Drift Retardant 

BALANCE pH Adjuster 
TEE-UP Ball Wash 

K N O C K D O W N Defoamer 
PEN-A-TRATE II Spreader/Act ivator 

• ENVIRONMENTAL AND SAFETY • 

CHEMSORB® GOGGLES 
SARANEX/TYVEK SUITS GLOVES 
BOOTS WASH STATIONS 

CALL US FOR INFORMATION ON THESE PRODUCTS-AS WELL 
AS MANY OTHERS: 800-323-6280. 

PRECISION 
LABORATORIES, INCORPORATED 

P.O. Box 127 
Northbrook, IL 60065 

SCIENTIFIC 
SOIL and WATER 

ANALYSIS 
performed by 

Turf Soil Specialists Since 1964 

V. J. ZOLMAN & SON 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Analyzed soils and waters at more than 
100 courses in the Chicagoland area 

Includes a written report and recommendations 
for the top quality turf production 

also performing 

Tissue Analysis Physical Analysis 

(708) 387-7782^"""-=^ (708) 485-8723 
We are locally based 

8516 Brookfield Ave. * Brookfield, IL 60513 



somewhere in the middle. I urge you to avoid vehemently defen-
sive positions. Communicate effectively in your everyday deal-
ings with ~ople and the press. Supply factual information, share
personal experiences (people need to know we care about the
same things they do) and avoid over-emphasizing the benefits
of turf. My feeling is that we must take the high ground and
avoid over reaction in response to the ridiculous claims of people
like Paul Harvey & GAG'M (the Global Anti-Golf Movement)
from the WSJ article. If Rosty took the high ground, he might
not be in the mess he's in.

Bark: Greenish-gray when young, becoming deeply furrowed
and dark reddish-brown as it ages.

Buds: Ovoid, scarcely pointed at the tip, greenish, up to one
fourth inch long.

Twigs: Slender, green, smooth, leaf scars alternate, small half
round, usually with three bundle tracers. The bark of the twigs
can be chewed for a refreshing taste. The roots are used to make
sassafras tea ..

Habitat: Roadsides, old fields and woods. Excellent for
naturalizing in plantings and groups.
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Leaves, Limbs,
Needles & Boughs

by Fred Opperman
My selection this month is a tree that is not hardy in the

Chicagoland area overall. The tree is found just across the lake
in Michigan and south 50 to 100 miles. It is one of my favorite
trees for its excellent fall color and having three distinct leaf
shapes.

This tree was America's first wonder drug. In 1622, the
Virginia Company of England, the fmancial backer of America's
first permanent settlement at Jamestown, required the colony
to send 30 tons of sassafras root to England each year. It was
believed to cure most any ailment and when used as a tea or
tonic it became the favorite drink of England. Any settler who
did not produce at least 100 pounds of sassafras root for export
was fined by the company.

Sassafras albidum or Common Sassafras is usually a small
to moderate size tree from 30 to 60 feet in height and with a
spread of 25 to 45 feet.

Leaf: Alternate simple, blades of three different shapes, some
are 3 lobed, some 2 lobed, and some have no lobes, Leaf color
is bright to medium green in the summer, changing to shades
of yellow, orange, scarlet and purple in the fall. One of the most
colorful of any tree in the autumn.

(Rosty continued)
golf courses do not seem unreasonable. Still, activists argue the
non-essentiality of the golf course, attempting to play up the
exclusivity of the sport. Just as Rosty is attacked for being a
old-time "backroom" kind of politician who is held up like a
dinosaur. However, when we look closely, we know there was
more to Rosty than the inappropriate behavior we have heard,
just as we know today that the majority of golfers are daily fee,
resort type golfers.

Looking In
Looking closely works both ways. How many golf courses

are managed as environmentally responsible as possible. We
always respond to claims, like the WSJ article, by lauding the
environmental ism of our industry . Yet, we still have
superintendents spraying on calendars, no pesticide containment
facility, non-calibrated equipment and some people who think
there is no need to be concerned about these issues. Just as Rosty
has to realize the rules have changed and what may have been
considered acceptable is no longer practiced. It is more than
the actual measure of risk, we have learned from our experience
that it is the appearance of risk. Similar to how politicians discuss
the appearance of impropriety, I think it was Sen. D' Amato from
NY who raised the term ethical behavior (as a native New
Yorker, I am very familiar with the lack of ethical behavior
from the undistinguished Sen. D'Amata).

It has been interesting watching Rosty proclaim his innocence
in the face of what appears to be serious charges. But, what
if he has explanations that make sense for his actions? If you
saw the CBS Eye on America story that used data from "Toxic
Fairways" (a publication almost 5 years old) to warn the public
about the risks of pesticides used on golf courses, as a lay per-
son, wouldn't you wonder? Not to mention Paul Harvey and
the rest of the story. When we attempt to explain and clarify
our position, do we sound as defensive as Rosty does? Should
we be? Why don't we let the golfers answer these questions?
How come the golf course management industry is left to de-
fend all of golf? Why doesn't another politician stand up next
to Rosty and say I've performed some questionable acts, but,
now I am aware of this behavior, I no longer act inappropriate-
ly and I'm willing to accept reasonable consequences? Wouldn't
that be the most human thing to do? Don't you or I apologize
when we make a mistake, accept the consequences and vow
to change for the better? Seems simple doesn't it, yet, sometimes
the simple things are not so easy to do. The final moral to the
story is that our judgment is easily impaired by how closely
we are willing to look.

The High Ground
I know the industry is being attacked by many individuals

who would not even consider looking at their own behavior.
I know that as a matter of risk assessment and environmental
benefits, golf courses are an exceptional asset to our society.
I know that our industry is mostly committed to preserving and
protecting environmental quality, beyond just lip service (e.g.
Tony Rzadzki and the Audubon Program). And finally, I know
that unless we tell our side of the story, we could become
regulated to the point that actually increases the chance of en-
vironmental risk by limiting our decision-making and flexibility.

At the GCSAA meeting in New Orleans, John Stossel said
that ultimately the public will decide how the golf-environment
relationship plays out. The doom-sayers and advocates will
drown each other out and the pendulum will come to rest


