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On Course With
the President

by Timothy Kelly
President, MAGeS

I read with interest an article in
the Chicago Tribune recently, it
was about using natural pest con-
trol. The main thrust of this article
was how the Village of Schaum-
burg was going to be using about
two million ladybugs to wipe out a
host of pests that snack on trees,
flowers, and other vegetation. Now
the trick of th is article is that it
states the ladybugs are to control a host of pests, and a resi-
dent said that insects had eaten the leave$ on bushes and
trees. Further on in the article it then states that the ladybugs
will work to reduce the aphid pest population. In my
understanding ladybugs will control the aphids, but insects
that eat leaves (caterpillars, beetles, etc.) will not be controll-
ed by ladybugs. This is an example of unclear communica-
tion. Many unknowledgeable readers will assume that
ladybugs are a panacea, which they are not. As a golf course
superintendent when asked to discuss these type of ques-
tions it is my responsibility to set things right. Yes, ladybugs
have a place in controlling small soft bodied pests like aphids,
but they are only a part of the ever changing pest control
matrix. Superintendents are interested in utilizing new
biological controls, as long as they work. Superintendents
always utilize sound IPM practices, including: scouting, deter-
mining economic damage, proper selection of a control
method (biological or chemical), and proper application of
the control. I am currently utilizing: 1adybugs, lacewings, and
parasitiCwasps as pest control methods for ornamentals and
annuals.

Our next meeting will be September 21st at Shoreacres
Country Club, Tim Davis will be our host.
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"September"
by Kenneth R. Zanzlg

September's here, Labor Day and Autumn too.
Frost soon will mingle with the morning Dew.

Nipped Buds and Leaves begin to change color,
Pressures and heavy play are smothered.

Shorter Days say Summer's gone,
Another Season has sung It's Song.

All in All, a good Year, at times Iffy!
Heart goes out to those along the Mississippi!
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A Few Good Men
by Rey Schmitz

As a past president of the Midwest Association of Golf
Course Superintendents I have been appointed by President
Tim Kelly to chair the nominating committee. The commit-
tee consists of committee members Jim Evans, Mike Nass,
Ray Schmitz, Roger Stewart, and Bruce Williams. It is our
responsibility to select the candidates for the 1994 MAGCS
Board of Directors. We are looking for a few good men.

Accord ing to article IV section 2, the President of the
MAGCS shall appoint a committee of five past presidents of
the MAGCS to be known as the nominating committee. This
committee shall nominate a candidate for President, Vice
President, Secretary-Treasurer, and candidates for each
directorship that is vacant. The list of nominees shall be sent
to all regular members at least ten days prior to the annual
meeting and election which will be held November 10th at
Medinah Country Club following the MAGCS Turf Clinic.
Nominations may also be made off the floor for any office
by any regular member who is eligible (Class AA, A, and B)
to vote.

In order to be elected to the MAGCS Board of Directors
the candidate must be a Class A Golf Course Superinten-
dent and presently employed In such capacity. He should
be willing to set aside some of his time to contribute to the
process In the operations of the Association as the President
of MAGCS shall direct. There is no pay nor compensation
but the personal satisfaction can be very rewarding. You will
make new and lasting friendships and work with an associa-
tion that Is committed to the enhancement of our profession
of Golf Course Superintendent.

After serving on the MAGCS Board of Directors for the past
eight years I can assure you that the nominating committees
in the past have done an excellent job of choosing candidates
to be elected by the membership. I will strive to have this
nominating committee perform as diligently as those In the
past.
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Nominating Committee Chairman
GCSAA Headquarters
1421 Research Park Drive
Lawrence, KS 66049-3859

Dear Mr. Chairman:
The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents

proudly nominates, for election to GCSAA office, one of the
finest Golf Course Superintendents currently in the'discipline
of golf course management. This dedicated individual has
long served the golf community with aplomb and distinction,
crossing many boundaries of the golf course management
discipline with a sense of professional leadership, dignity,
and vision. Throughout his professional career, he has,
through a dedicated effort, brought his unique and forthright
management style from the verdant links of Bob O'Unk Golf
Club to the leadership positions of several local and regional
professional chapters. More recently, he has capably and
unselfishly served multiple terms as a Director of the Golf
Course Superintendents Association of America.

It is an individual of this caliber with an unselfish perspec-
tive of professional commitment that best personifies the
needs of the GCSAA of the future. He knows that makes an
international organization with the scope of GCSAA work and
evolve to ever higher levels of professional impact. We know
this individual is poised, with the blessing of his family and
employer, to assume the mantle of management responsibili-
ty to meet this challenge.

Therefore, the Midwest Association of Golf Course
Superintendents proudly nominates Bruce R. Williams,
CGCS, to the elected office of Vice President of the Golf
Course Superintendents Association of America.

The Golf Course Superintendents Association of America
seeks individu8:ls of this caliber to shape the future of the
association and the Midwest Association of Golf Course
Superintendents strongly endorses Bruce R. Williams,
CGCS, as that very type of individual.

Respectfully submitted,
Timothy Kelly, President
Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents

Please Support
OurAdvertisers



ACRES ENTERPRISES / 

HYDRO-SEEDING 
HYDRO-MULCHING 

610 W. Liberty St. 
Wauconda. ft. 60064 

Bus (708) 526-4574 
Fax (708) 526-4580 

United States 
Golf Association 

Green Section 
Great Lakes Region 

ACCURATE TANK TESTING 
Warrenville, Illinois 

Underground Tank Testing Without Filling Your Tank 
All Tank Upgrades 

Certified • Registered • Insured 
Underground tank testing to assure you're not leaking 

for: Insurance, Real Estate, or Regulatory needs. 

Steve Berning 
( 7 0 8 ) 3 9 3 - 1 9 9 8 

( 8 0 0 ) 7 7 3 - T A N K 

BOJO 
^ ^ Turf Supply Co., Inc. 

• Naiad + Aqua Gro • PanaseaPlus 
• Chemicals • Sand Aid 
• Fertilizers • Thatch X 
• Chipco • Pinhigh Sharpening Compound 
• Safety Equipment • Tingley Boots & Raingear 
• FlexogenHose • Terra Green - OilDri 

Excellent Service at Reasonable Prices 

24356 HARVEST HILLS RD., • FRANKFORT, IL 60423 
800-732-9401 815-469-6841 

Fax: 815-469-8248 

800 West Irving Park Road 
Roselle, Illinois 60193 

(708) 529-2502 

CLAUSS 
BROTHERS, Inc. 
GOLF COURSE 
CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION 
LARGE TREE MOVING 

Same Old, Same Old 
by Robert C. Vavrek, Jr. 

Agronomist, Great Lakes Region, USGA Green Section 
The two most common topics of discussion during Turf Ad­

visory Service visits this season will come as no surprise to 
anyone: the unreliable nature of Poa annua and green 
speed. If I had a dollar for every green that lost a significant 
amount of Poa from either winterkill or midsummer heat 
stress, then I could probably afford a new set of Calloway 
woods. Last summer, the unusually mild weather caused little 
if any stress to Poa annua. Consequently, many courses in 
the nine-state Great Lakes Region entered the winter with 
a "bumper crop" of Poa on greens, fairways, etc. In fact, 
a number of courses in the northern transition zone, central 
to southern Illinois and Indiana, found that the percentage 
of Poa on greens increased during the winter. This came as 
an unwelcome surprise to a few superintendents who had 
made a considerable amount of progress reducing the 
amount of Poa through overseeding programs and the careful 
use of plant growth regulators. 

Courses in the northern portion of the region were the first 
to experience significant losses of Poa annua. "Crown hydra­
tion" and to a lesser extent prolonged periods of ice cover 
caused severe injury in poorly drained, low-lying areas. 
Perennial ryegrass practice tees were also hard hit. To make 
matters worse, recovery of damaged areas was very slow 
this spring because of the cool days and cold nights accom­
panied by frost — conditions that persisted well into June 
in some areas. 

"Crown hydration" and to a lesser extent pro­
longed periods of ice cover caused severe in­
jury in poorly drained, low-lying areas. 

Many courses throughout Wisconsin, northern Michigan, 
northwest Illinois, and northern Iowa were affected by 
winterkill. Several very highly regarded golf courses were 
sodding entire greens this spring. Fortunately (as if there's 
anything fortunate about winterkill), the damage was so 
widespread that the superintendents' jobs were not in jeo­
pardy and golfers generally took the damage in stride. There 
were, however, several exceptions. For instance, at one city 
course, an old-time golfer started a petition to fire the 
superintendent because he had obviously poured gasoline 
on the greens over the winter which killed the turf. 

Courses in central to southern Illinois and Indiana were 
hit next. The mild summer last year left the impression that 
Poa annua wasn't all that bad after all. Many courses entered 
the summer with a "double dose" of Poa in greens and fair­
ways because little turf was lost from heat or drought last 
season. Well, take all the Poa that should have died last sum­
mer, add that to the Poa that would normally die this sum-

continued on page 6) 



HENDRICKSEN
the CARE of TREES

19

As certified arborists, we
understand tree and shrub
maintenance procedures.

Since 1946

As golf course professionals,
you understand turf main-
tenance procedures .

BEFCD
BEFCO CYCLONE FLEX FOLDING

FINISHING MOWERS

• FRAME IS EXPANDABLE TO ACCOMODATE LARGER DECKS

• TELESCOPING \HNGS THAT ALLOW FOR ADJIISTABLE ClITTING "lOTlI

• EACH DECK IS FREE FLOATING WITH ~ miEns TO EACH DECK

• TIlE CYCLONE FLEX OFFERS SAFETY LOCKS FOR LOCAL TRANSPORT, A JACK
STAND FOR EASY HOOKUP AND J SINGLE ACTION HYDRAULIC CYLINDERS

• CONSTRUCTED OF HIGH QUALITY COMPONENTS AND ENGINEERED FOR
STRENGTH IN PROFESSIONAL USE

THE IDEAL MACIUNE FOR MOWING ROUGHS AND LEAF MULCHING•

•

•

ROSEMAN TRACTOR EQUIPMENT COMPANY
2620 Crawford Ave. Evanston, IL 60201

(708) 864-1842

Construction Mix
Top Dressing
Rower Bed Mix
Black Dirt
Peat
Sand

Let's combine our talents to provide the best
possible recreational experience for your clients.

2371 South Foster Avenue • Wheeling,IL
708-394-4220

"Plant a tree ...
create a legacy"

• SPECIMEN LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

• CUSTOM DIGGING

• SHREDDED BARK MULCH

• WOODACE TREE & SHRUB FERTILIZER
.;" L~\

• TREEGATOR 'l( W
The slow efficient way to water trees. ~

rnFECiATon.

1220 Armstrong St.
Algonquin, IL 60102

708-854-1495 • FAX 708-854-1497
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(Same Old, Same Old continued) 
mer, and for good measure add a very shallow root system 
caused by heavy frequent rain this spring and you have a 
time bomb just ticking away. 

The bomb exploded around the end of July. Frequent 
heavy rainfall saturated soils to a point where they became 
very slow to accept any more water. A heavy early morning 
rain followed by a sunny very hot and humid afternoon pro­
duced ideal conditions for wet wilt in low puddled areas of 
greens and fairways. If the turf didn't die outright it became 
very susceptible to the intense disease pressure from 
pythium and brown patch. Many superintendents had already 
used up their fungicide budget by August and had little to 
show for it. Active pythium on a perennial ryegrass tee was 
seen at 11:00 a.m. at one southern Illinois course. Losses 
of turf were sometimes blamed on more exotic problems such 
as "bacterial wilt" or nematodes, when simple heat stress 
was the more likely explanation for the injury. The take home 
lesson — when the going really got tough, Poa annua died 
within several days while even the older varieties of bent re­
mained in relatively good condition in spite of the heat and 
humidity. Often the difference between live and dead Poa 
was adequate surface and subsurface drainage. 

In contrast, the summer has been relatively mild in the cen­
tral part of the region this year. Courses in Detroit, Chicago, 
Milwaukee, and Minneapolis/St. Paul have not had the in­
tense stress and severe injury experienced farther north or 
south. It was difficult shifting gears between visits. After all, 
how sympathetic could I be to a Green Committee Chairman 
who is disappointed about having only 9 to 10 feet green 
speeds after visiting courses for two weeks that would just 
like to have enough grass on the greens to slow the ball down 
(pure algae stimps at over 12 feet when dry). 

The low handicap golfers tend to judge the quality of all 
the greens by the conditions on the flattest, easiest green 
on the course. The playing conditions on the most difficult, 
contoured green should dictate the speed of the greens if 
consistent conditions between greens are desired. I know, 
easy to say, but very difficult to convince the better golfers 
who constantly compare playing conditions between courses. 
Of course they are often invited to play other courses when 
that particular course has been primed for tournament con­
ditions. They come home assuming that all courses should 
double cut and rolled each day. 

Roll, did I say roll? If the greens still have grass this sum­
mer then the golfers want to know if they can roll them. Yes, 
rollers work, the green will be faster and smoother, but what 

Of course they are often invited to play other 
courses when that particular course has been 
primed for tournament conditions. They 
come home assuming that all courses should 
be double cut and rolled each day. 

is the price? The long term effects of rolling the variety of 
greens that exist, sand, soil, USGA, "modified USGA", etc., 
are not known. Will the surface seal over, will grain become 
a problem? Time will tell, but the simpler, practical problems 
are real and must be considered as well. 

For example, faster greens have fewer hole locations so 
how will concentrating the traffic into a more limited area af­
fect the quality of turf over time? Similarly, pace of play has 
become a concern at many courses. Perhaps the scratch 

(continued on page 9) fi 

PHOT 
DRESSERS 
An Easy Way to Dispose 

of Grass Clippings... 
And Save Money 

In one easy step, eliminate costly dumping fees and 

improve the rough by spreading grass clippings still 

enriched with precious fertilizer. Millcreek's Top Dressers 

are equipped with an adjustable undershot poly brush 

designed to evenly distribute top dressing from three to 

ten feet wide. 

The spreading uses of these Top Dressers are endless: 

• Fertilizer •Sand 

• Top Dressing • Grass Clippings 

• Seed •Compost 

Models are available with (TO or Engine Drive. 

For More Information, please contact: 
Avery Harris 

LEWIS EQUIPMENT 
(708)537-6110 

55 East Palatine Road 
Prospect Heights, IL 60070 
FAX (708) 537-5736 

Distributor of: 

TURF PRODUCTS 



BANNER@, SUBDUE@
• and TRIUMPH~

In the NEW turfPak™

JOHN DEERE

Don't Get Trimmed'
Get a John Deere

Front Mower

•

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.

Orland Park, IL 60462
(708) 349-8430

JOHN DEERE

FINANCE PLANS

CONFIDENCE IN OUR EQUIPMENT
CONFIDENCE IN YOU

JDFP

J.W. Turf
14N937 US Rt. 20
Hampshire, IL 60140
(708) 683-4653

Ask about John Deere Finance Plans
Flexible financing

for the equipment you need

• Hydrostatic transmis-
sion, integral power
steering and 4WD

• Slanted hard nose
hood for better visibility
and durability

B-20-
• A compact T /LIB diesel

tractor
• 20 horsepower
• Designed for industrial

use

•
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(3] 2) 374-2303
(708) 228-9607
(219) 938-7020

Ron.ad G. Daruff
(708) 852-3200 Office
(BOO)457-7322 TollFree
(708) 852-3230 Fax
(815) 455-4249 Residence
(708) 738-4616 Car

OLD

Call
Richard E. Mika

TOP DRESSING SAND
BUNKER SAND
PEA GRAVEL
BOULDERS & RIP RAP
ALL GOLF COURSE AGGREGATES

I===::!J~~. ===1
THE SHAFER GROUR INC.
5104 Thatcher Roed • DcMner8 GroVe. Illinois • Ba515

r "'Savenow,
pay/ater
during the ProTurf@
Pre-Season Sale
All qualifying Pre-Season
orders shipped during
the August-December
period won't be billed
until next spring.
Ask your ProTurf
Tech Rep for details.

ED David C. Louttit
Technical Representative

ProTurt~
Telephone 219/662-1014

\.... ~

Supplying the Chicagoland area with excellent service
and technical expertise for over 23 years •••

We deliver. .. •Aquatic Products
• Block Retaining Wall
• Bulk Fertilizer
• Drain Tile
• Fertilizers
• Geotextile Fabrics
• Grass Seed
• Herbicides
• Hose

2N 255 County Farm Road, West Chicago, IL 80185

• Insecticides
• Irrigation Parts
• Marking Paint

. • Specialized Pesticides
• Spreaders
• Spray Equipment
• Tee and Green Equipment
• Terra Shield Green Cover
• Tree Fertilizer •708-888-5537
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(Same Old, Same Old continued) 
golfers can handle fast greens, but for the average golfers, 
3 and 4 putts can quickly transform an enjoyable 41/2 hr. 
round of golf into a 6 hour ordeal. As the saying goes, "be 
careful what you wish for, because it may come true." There 
will always be a golfer who won't be pleased until his oppo­
nent misses that downhill putt and it rolls off the green, down 
the fairway and out of bounds. 

I haven't given up hope because the other day a Green 
Committee Chairman raised this question during the visit. 
"Wouldn't the greens be healthier if we raised the height of 
cut from 1/8" to 5/32" but maintained the speed and 
smoothness by rolling a few times a week and perhaps roll­
ing instead of mowing on Mondays?" Sometimes going the 
extra mile to communicate and educate pays off. 

Super-ln-Sfte 
by Tony Rzadzki 

It's been 13 years since the Midwest Association has had 
the pleasure to play golf at the Shoreacres Golf Club. This 
month's meeting will be proudly hosted by Tim Davis. 

Tim has been the superintendent at Shoreacres since 
1984. Before working at Shoreacres, Tim started his career 
at Plum Tree National in 1976. After one year at Plum Tree, 
Tim began working at the Woodstock Country Club as an 
assistant. After one year at Woodstock Tim became the 
course superintendent. Throughout his early years Tim at­
tended college while working. First Tim attained an Associate 
degree from McHenry Community College. Undaunted Tim 
continued his educational goals, and finally graduated from 
Southern Illinois University in 1981. 

Tim has been married for 15 years to his wife Jean and 
has 2 daughters, Erin 10 and Vicki 8. Aside from golfing Tim 
enjoys fishing (when he can) and his winter hobby is reading. 

The first major project Tim faced at Shoreacres was the 
rebuilding of their club house that burned 9 months before 
Tim started in 1984. Part of the project included the installa­
tion of a new 6000 foot sewer line that traversed the course. 
Other than that, Tim says that the course has basically re­
mained unchanged since it's founding in 1916. Shoreacres 
was founded by former members of the Onwentsia Club. It 
seems that way back then things were a 'little too crowded 
and tee times hard to come by', so in 1921 Shoreacres 
opened. 

Tim has begun a renovation project where bunker com­
plexes are renovated but not redesigned. Sod is stripped, 
sand that has infiltrated the soil profile is removed, and tile 
lines are replaced, but all is put back to it's original design. 
Tim plans to have an architectural evaluation done at his 
course to see if some small changes can be made on the 
course to keep up with new equipment technology. Some 
tees may soon be renovated and repositioned also, but kept 
in vogue with the original design of the course. 

Old North Shore courses have a quality all their own. It 
is nice to see that in our whirlwind of change in design con­
cepts and construction, that there are still some classic jewels 
to challenge our golfing abilities. I encourage everyone to 
attend this meeting and experience golf in a timeless at­
mosphere .. Shoreacres. 
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PAARLBERG CHEMICALS 
featuring 

•Par-Ex Fertilizer 
•Lebanon Fertilizer 
•Du Pont Chemicals 
•Chipco Chemicals 
•Daconil - Dacthal 
•Bean Sprayers 
•Elanco 
•PBI Gordon 
•All Major Turf Supplies 

Quality Wf Value Wt Service 

1840 E. 172nd St., So. Holland 
708—474-3086 815—469-6730 

PERSONALIZED AND PROFESSIONAL 
LAWN AND TREE CARE SERVICES. 

Portree care, hydroswdlng, prairie Installation or lawn 
care go with the professionals. McGinty Bros. Inc.! We're 
small enough to provide that personalized service and large 
enough to offer all the professional systems knowledgeable 
clients insist upon. 

/l/PGinly 
BROS,INC. # 

3524 Long Grove Road 
Long Grove, Illinois 60047 
TEL: (708) 438-5161 
FAX: (708) 438-1883 

HOLLEMBEAK EXCAVATING 
& GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION 

INC. 

MIKE HOLLEMBEAK 
708-556-3891 

Box 103 GRANART RD. 
BIG ROCK, IL 605 U 

the 
brace 
company 

(608) 836-7041 
Fax: (608) 831-4236 

OF WISCONSIN, INC. 

LEE BRUCE 
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION 

2830 W. BELTLINE HWY. • P.O. BOX 330 
MIDDLETON, WI 53562 



II I never want to work
without a TRION™ LIFT again!"

THE ONLY liFT SPECIFICAllY DESIGNED
FOR GOLF COURSE EQUIPMENT
• Several models available to lift all 3- and 4-wheel
golf equipment up to 2,600 Ibs.

/I Before, it was al- •
most impossible to
see what I was do-
ing, let alone repair
it. Now everything
is right where I can
see it ... sitting
down!"
/II can save an hour
or more a day on
maintenance time."

Ed Ward
Head Mechanic, Highland

Hills Municipal C.c.

•

(B15) 469-B500
[70B) 301-B500

__ JIIIII
MIDWEST
TURF & TRACTDR,." IIIIIr _

PRICED FROM
$3900 to $4750

plus freight

smmr

MEMBERS ONLY - NO GUESTS
Pre-Payment and Pre-Registration Required

Cost for the day: $65.00
10:30 - Check in
11:00 - Lunch
12:00 - Shotgun
Cocktails, hors d'oeuvers, and prizes follow golf

September 21, 1993 Golf Event Shoreacres
Name: _

Club/Company: _

Telephone: _

Handicap:

Two previous meetings attended: _

Make checks payable to MAGCS, P. O. Box 248, Eola, IL
60519. Payment due no later than September 17, 1993.

Midwest Association of Golf Course Supts.
Monthly Meeting - Tuesday, Sept. 21, 1993
Shoreacres Golf Club - Host: Tim Davis

Event: Annual Tournament - Flighted Divisions
The field is limited to the first 104 paid registrants. You must
have attended two MAGCS meetings during 1993 to be
eligible for the tournament.

Midwest Association of Golf Course Supts.
Monthly Meeting - Monday, October 4, 1993
Bartlett Hills Golf Course - Host: Kevin DeRoo

Event: College Championship, Two Man Scramble
A college must have at least 2 two-man team scores to qualify
for the championship.The college championship winner is gross
scores only. You may play with another team from another col-
lege. There is an independent division as well.
Field Limited to 120/Pre-Registrationand Pre-PaymentRequired

Cost for the day - $50.00 - Cost after deadline - $60.00
Non-member cost - $70.00 - Dinner & meeting only - $25.00

Dinner only after deadline - $30.00 - Casual Attire
10:00 - Check-in
11:00 - Shotgun Qunch on course at Halfway House)
4:30 - Steak cookout and Meeting

October 4th, 1993 Golf Event Bartlett Hills
Name _

College _

Club/Company _

Telephone _

Handicap _

My playing partner is _

We wish to be paired with

We will be paired with anyone assigned _

Make checks payable to MAGCS, P. O. Box 248, Eola, IL 60519.
Payment due no later than September 30, 1993.

Special Low Pricing on
Vicon Seeder Spreaders!

25% OFF ALL MODELS IN STOCK
The accurate; versatile, reliable spreaders available in

sizes from 400 - 3,600 Ibs.

NUBER UNCN POWER EOUIP., INC.
Box 188, Schneider, IN 46376

1-800-553-0552 or (219)552-0552
•
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