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1993 Board of Directors

On Course with
the President

by Timothy Kelly,
President, MAGeS •

I am writing this article in early
March. We as Golf Course
Superintendents are poised to start
another busy golf and turf season for
1993. By the time the MAGCS
membership reads this column it
will be well into April. All of us by this time will have an early
taste of the 1993 season. We also will have a better sense of
how the 1993 golfing season will be shaping up. Ilhope that
all MAGCS members were able to complete their planning for
this season, and have developed an excellent "game plan" for
all facets of their duties and responsibilities. I sincerely wish
the entire MAGCS membership success in their endeavors
throughout the 1993 season.

The MAGeS Board along with two committees, Ar-
rangements and Golf have finalized the new system of: advanced
registration and pre-payment for all MAGeS golf meetings. This
system will be utilized starting this month. If any member has
a question concerning this system please contact myself, or any
of the MAGCS board members.

I have given something a great deal of thought lately. It is,
what I call "walking the tight rope". "Walking the tight rope",
is what I believe all of us as Golf Course Superintendents are
going to be doing for many years. It requires us to balance these

I have given something a great deal of thought Iate- •
Iy. It is, what I call "walking the tight rope".
"Walking the tight rope", is what I believe all of us
as Golf Course Superintendents are going to be
doing for many years.
two factors: providing the best possible golf turf possible
(demanded by membership or customers), while being as en-
vironmentally responsible as possible. I thought that all Golf
Course Superintendents were as environmentally responsible
as possible, until I heard Senator Metzenbaum tell us to get off
of our butts and do more. From his prospective Golf Course
Superintendents are not doing enough. I took offense with his
statement at first, gee whiz, what more can we do? As I thought
about it more, I felt that he is probably correct. First of all every
Golf Course Superintendent must realize that we are totally
responsible for the environmental stewardship of our golf
courses. I also remembered back in November, at a meeting
an incredulous statement was made by a MAGCS member.
He stated that he was not responsible for the environmental
management of his staff or golf course operation. This state-
ment and thinking went out with the dinosaurs! The proper think-
ing is that all of us are environmentally responsible. We need
to be part of the solution. I believe that GCSAA encompassed
this environmental responsibility correctly in Ballot A of the
Bylaws which was passed by 77 %. The MAGCS Board's mot-
to for this year is: Environmentally Responsible and Striving •
to Be the Best! This motto fits in well with "walking the tight
rope". As an industry more can be done through research and
development. Practical, usable, alternative methods need to be
developed rapidly, so that they may be employed immediately.

(continued on page 3)
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BtiUSheet
OffIcial publication of the MIDWEST ASSOCIATION OF
GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS.

Editor -
Fred D. Opperman, CGCS
810 Greenwood Avenue
Carpentersville, IL 60110
Phone (708) 428-5009

Bull Sheet printed by Ever-Redi Printing, 5100 East Ave.,
Countryside, IL 60525.

We are not copyrighted and would like to share our articles with
any who would like to use them, but please give the author and
"The Bull Sheet" credit.

The Bull Sheet is published once a month. All articles are re-
quired by the 10th of the month to make the next issue. Adver-
tising is sold by the column inch, by the quarter page, half page,
and by the full page. All artwork to be finished and in black
and white. Circulation is over 600 issues per month.
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•
A good example of" usable research is the USGA Turfgrass
Research efforts, and the new proposed GeSAA Toxicological
Exposure Study.

We as Golf Course Superintendents need to communicate to
others our story of successes, such as how we are using less
pest control materials than in the recent past. The New York
Audubon Society - United States Golf Association Collaborated
Program, along with the Ciba-Geigy Rain Bird Environmental
Steward Awards Program are helping to communicate and pro-
mote the good environmental news about golf courses and
superintendents. (Congratulations to Tony Rzadzki on receiv-
ing this award for last year.) Our golf courses are islands of:
turf, trees, shrubs, etc., producing oxy gen for the world en-
vironment, and providing habitat for wildlife. Many of us are
practicing good IPM at our golf courses while "walking the
tight rope". All of us continue to struggle with our own pro-
blems whether it is a tough localized micro climate, budget con-
straints, or strains of incurable/uncontrollable fungal diseases.
As the struggle continues, Golf Course Superintendents and their
staffs must play by the rules: by being licensed, utilizing pest
control materials according to directions, and following sound
environmental practices. Let's get off our butts and show
Senator Metzenbaum and others outside of our industry what
we can do!

constantly adding to the collection so if you have a tape, please
contact me so I may add it to the collection.

We've established a collection of print articles and scientific
reports pertaining to environment issues specifically pesticides .
I've found this to be helpful when dealing with environmental-
ly over-sensitive people. MAGeS members can access this col-
lection by calling me and I can provide necessary information.

The Public Relations committee is here for MAGeS members
to utilize. If you have any input either good or bad, please let
me know. Our goal is to promote pride within our association
as well as improving the reputation of golf course superinten-
dents in the general public.

Please Support
Our Advertisers

MAGCSVideo
Library

The MAGeS has accumulated many VHS videos for members
to acquire for their own library. The Public Relations Commit-
tee is working on procuring more titles, if you come across
something that is not in the MAGeS library, please let us know
about it so we may add it to the collection.

How to Get a Copy of a Video
Send a blank video along with a self addressed, stamped

envelope to:
Dave Blomquist
Naperville Country Club
25 W 570 Chicago Ave.
Naperville, IL 60540

Specify the title you want, and I will make a copy and get
it out as soon as possible.

Available Titles
Working with Pesticides, Farm Chemical Safety

vol. 1-4 Lawn Equip. and .Uses
Intro. to Golf Course Maint. MSDS Compliance

Eng./Spanish Eye Safety
Safe Handling of Pesticides Extinguishers & Fires
Landscape Pruning Back Injury Prevention
Home Lawn Care/weed control Groundsmaster 22(}.D Toro
When a Crisis Strikes/ Eng./Spanish

media mgt. Greenmaster 3000 Toro
Tractor Safety Eng./Spanish
Landscape Equip. Safety 216 Toro, Eng./Spanish
Lawn Mower Maint. Safety on the Golf Course
Pesticide Use and Benefits Controlling Snow Molds in
How to Control Pests and the 1990'.,

Diseases in the Landscape USGA Putting Green Const.
Heat Protection Bent Fairs. Renovation and
Controlling and Prevent. Spills Management
Cutlass Turf Video Patterson Fan Co. Info.
Home Lawn Establishment - Romtec SST Vault Toilet

Fertilization The Pesticide Roundtable
Professional Turf Mgt. 1992 NCTE
Home Lawn Care "Divots" The Crash of Flight 232
Big Fears, Little Risk 1992 Clinic
Mechanics of Cup Changing

This is my second year as a direc-
tor of the MAGCS. I would like
to thank those m~mbers who have
supported me in my brief tenure.
This year I am the chairman of
the Public Relations committee.
Along with Don Cross, Joel Pur-
pur, John Gurke, and Tony
Rzadzki, I am expanding the services offered by the P.R. com-
mittee to include:

• Press Packets
• Superintendent/local club biographies for the Bull Sheet
• Continued improvement of the Video Library
• Library of articles/reports about pesticides and other en-

vironmental topics
The press packets will help superintendents access media

outlets to gain valuable "press time". They will be customiz-
ed for various topics such as: Tournament preparation, en-
vironmental programs, and recognition of awards presented to
the club or superintendent. It will have pre-written releases so
the superintendent may simply "fill in the blanks" and forward
the release to the contact at the desired newspaper.

Each month the Bull Sheet will recognize the superintendent
and golf course that will host the monthly meeting. This will
give members an opportunity to learn about their fellow
superintendents and some of the inside stories of area clubs.
Look for this feature in this issue!

Our video library has been around for several years and is
available to all members at no cost. A list of the colleciton and
availability description is listed elsewhere in this issue. We are

Director's Column

by David Blomquist
Naperville C.C •

•

•
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HYDRO-SBBDIRG
HYDRO-MULCRIRG

BOJO
Turf Supply Co., Inc.

THREADED FITTINGS
With threaded steel piping,

the only problem pipe fitters
needed to worry about was to
make sure the threaded fitting didn't leak. To make sure, the
joint was tightened a little more. With threaded PVC fittings,
that technique can lead to fitting failure. The biggest single cause
of failure in female threaded PVC fittings is over-tightening.
This is easy to do because PV C threads are much smoother than
the threads in iron pipe fittings and, with today' s lubricating
thread sealants, it is very easy to over-tighten a threaded PVC
fitting. In addition, the PVC will deform more easily, allowing
deeper thread makeup with less torque. In some cases, it is even
possible to over-tighten the fittings by hand.

Arriving at a guideline for assembling threaded PVC fitting
joints is difficult. The amount of torque required to assemble
two fittings will vary with the thread taper and tolerance, the
type of sealant used, the temperature, the size of the fitting,
etc. The number of exposed threads is even less precise as a •
guide to proper assembly. The method that seems to work best
is to first tighten the fittings "finger tight" and then add another
1 to 2 turns. Although' 'finger tight" is qualitative, it is a fair
measure of the required initial tightness, and will rarely result
in over-tightened fittings .

"On the Waterfront"
by Jim Reed

This month's article is a •
continuation of the March Bull
Sheet report from the Keller-
Bleisner study on "Designing,
Operating, and Maintaining
Piping Systems Using PVC
Fittings" on installation
considerations.

Although "finger tight" is qualitative, it is a fair
measure of the required initial tightness, and will
rarely result in over-tightened fittings •

Bus (708) 526-4574
Fax (708) 526-4580

• Panasea Plus
• Sand Aid
• Thatch X
• Pin high Sharpening Compound
• Tingley Boots & Raingear
• Terra Green ~OilDri

ACCURATE TANK TESTING
Warrenville, Illinois

• Underground Tank Testing Without Filling Your Tank

• All Tank Upgrades

Certified • Registered • Insured

Underground tank testing to assure you're not leaking
for: Insurance, Real Estate, or Regulatory needs.

Steve Berning
(708) 393-1998

(800) 773-TANK

• Naiad + Aqua Gro
• Chemicals
• Fertilizers
• Terra Green
• Safety Equipment
• Flexogen Hose

610 W Liberty St.
Wauconda. IL60084

Excellent Service at Reasonable Prices

24356 HARVEST HILLS RD., • FRANKFORT, IL 60423
800,732,940J 815,469,6841

Fax: 815,469,8248

(91800 West Irving Park Road
ROS~le. IIIlnd;s 60193

(708) 529-2502

CLAUSS
BROTHERS, Inc.
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION
LARGE TREE MOVING

Tightening a fitting more than 2 turns
past "finger tight" can exceed the design strength of the fitting.

Much controversy exists over the type of thread sealant to
use. Some manufacturers recommend a liquid or paste sealant
and some recommend Teflon tape. As long as care is taken to
follow manufacturers' recommendations, either can be used suc-
cessfully. However, designers and installers should be aware
of a few precautions for each type of sealant.

With paste of liquid thread sealants, extreme care must be
used in selecting a sealant which is suitable for PVC pipe. Stan-
dard pipe dope and even some of the Teflon paste compounds
are not compatible with PVC, so be certain that the sealant us-
ed has been tested and approved for PVC fittings. For fittings
that will be subjected to movement, such as swing joint risers, •
the paste or liquid sealant must be non-setting. The higher
viscosity sealants that do not dry seem to perform better in ap-
plications requiring movement.

(continued on page 6)
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HENDRICKSEN
the CARE of TREES

As golf course professionals,
you understand turf main-
tenance procedures .

18

As certified arborists, we
understand tree and shrub
maintenance procedures.

Since 1946

BEFCO

• FRAME IS EXPANDABLE TO ACCOMODATE LARGER DECKS

• TELESCOPING WINGS THAT ALLOW FOR ADJUSTABLE CUTTING WIDTH

• EACH DECK IS FREE FLOATING "lTH 4 WlIEELS TO EACH DECK

• THE CYCLONE FLEX OFFERS SAFETY LOCKS FOR LOCAL TRANSPORT. A JACK
STAND FOR EASY HOOKUP AND 3 SINGLE ACTION HYDRAULIC CYLINDERS

• CONSTRUCTED OF HIGH QUALITY COMPONENTS AND ENGINEERED FOR
STRENGTH IN PROFESSIONAL USE

BEFCU CYCLONE FLEX FOLDING
FINISHING MOWERS

fIlE IDEAL MACIDNE FOR MOWING ROUGHS AND LEAF MULCHING•

•
ROSEMAN TRACTOR EQUIPMENT COMPANY

2620 Crawford Ave. Evanston, IL 60201
(708) 864-1842

Let's combine our talents to provide the best
possible recreational experience for your clients.

2371 South Foster Avenue • Wheeling,IL
708-394-4220

So ... you say you need some:

Territory Account Manager:
Brian McGuffin
Homewood, IL
(708) 957-7954

For every bag of 18-3-18 you buy,
we'll donate 50<1: to research

on groundwater quality.

• Specimen Landscape Material
• Custom digging
• Transplanting
• Nursery Fertilize,.
• Fred Opperman, Sal .. Manager

• Trees
• Custom Transplanting

Spade sizes: 30-50-65-80-90"
• Winch Truck/B&B 90-130" Balls
• Woodace Tree & Shrub Fertilizer
• Shredded Bark Mulch ~

77~• Tree Anchors & Cable ~

• TREEGATOR - The slow mEEGATOR.

efficient way to water trees .
• Tree Wrap - It will help prevent

deer damage and frost cracks

"Plant a tree ... create a legacy"

1220 Armstrong St. • Algonquin, IL 60102 • 708-854-1495. F~ 708-854-1497

EJ..'..'.,'.« '

.>; ~;, -._..: ~~.;..,,,::.::.:.,...~~'.:c.~,........f, •.:, ......_"..r.,_ ,_ .' ,.:.
~.,,- ' ,
~'''''''''': " "........... - .. , ~~..-., ..~.... '"...._.~..... ,.~,- "'~'.,-

For more information contact:

-w. can' t afford to make

E'ompromises on the quality of

our groundwater. That's why

we're donating 50lt on every bag

of Country Club@ 18-3-18 to

the GCSAA Scholarship &
Research Fund. for research on

groundwater quality.

Of cour.~e, there are other

rea.mns to buy 18-3-18.
Including its balanced, one - to-

one nitrogen/ pota.~siumratio.

And homogeneou.~ granules for

even nutrient distribution.

•
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An Easy Way to Dispose
of Grass Clippings •••

And Save Money

•

•

•

Distributor of:

~ILL[REt~
TURF PRODUCTS

55 East Palatine Rood
Prospect Heights, Il 60070
FAX(708) 537-5736

In one easy step, eliminate costly dumping fees and
improve the rough by spreading gross clippings still
enriched with precious fertilizer. Millcreek Is Top Dressers
are equipped with on adjustable undershot poly brush
designed to evenly distribute top dressing from three to
ten feet wide.
The spreading uses of these TopDressers are endless:

• Fertilizer • Sand
• Top Dressing • Grass Clippings
• Seed • Compost

Models are available with PTOor Engine Drive.
For More Information, please contact:

Avery Harris
LEWIS EQUIPMENT

(708) 537-6110

ILL[RE~TDP
DRESSERS

From the Workbench

("On the Waterfront" continued)

With Teflon tape, application is the primary precaution
because the thickness of the tape varies widely among manufac-
turers. With very thin tape, multiple wraps may be required
to achieve leak-free joints. However, when applying multiple
wraps, the risk of thick and thin areas is increased. Such non-
uniform application can cause additional stresses on the fittings.
Uneven application can be avoided by using a tape that is at
least as wide as the width of the threaded area on the fitting.
Multiple wraps are made directly on top of the previous wrap
without spiraling, creating a uniform thickness. Sufficient wraps
should be used to insure that the threads do not "gall" or "lock-
up" on make-up. A few test make-ups should be made as a trial.
After make-up, the parts should be adjusted until no evidence
is seen of broken tape in the threads.

An additional precaution is necessary when handling thread-
ed fittings. It is a fairly common practice to preassemble
sprinkler swing joints as assemblies and stock-pile them for later
installation. If this is done, the assemblies should be kept in
a shaded, ventilated storage area until installation. Excessive
heat on the assembled fittings can cause the PVC to relax and
loosen the fitting. Leakage may result, or if the joints are re-
tightened, the fittings could become over-stressed w~n cooled.

Next Month: System Maintenance Requirements

Sponsored by Chicagoland Golf Course Mechanics Assn.
Written by Chuck Totten, CGMA Vice President

Topic: Cushman 327 liquid cooled carburetor.
Problem: Main fuel solenoId valve (non California) before

serial #1S55185 Cushman part #889093.
Fuel coagulation after long periods of storage causes the

plunger inside of the valve to stick. The engine will not start
typical in GA 60's. By removing the valve, cutting 1/16 of an
inch behind the wrench journal, you can remove the plunger
from the center ofthe valve. Seal the end of the valve with epoxy
putty. Making sure the '0' ring is in place and in good shape,
the fuel inlet holes on the valve stem are open and clear of debris.
Replace the valve. You can then finish by hooking the single
wire back up to the throttle solenoid, (Cushman part #83490)
and capping the remaining two wires.

Solution: All carburetors should be drained of fuel before long
periods of storage. This will help for smoother storage star-
tups. *Not officially recognized by manufacturer. *
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Black Dirt
Top Soil
Peat
Garden Mix

SETTING NEW STANDARDS
FOR PRICE

AND PERFORMANCE!
If you're looking for a

building contractor,
Contact the professionals at:

- TIMBERBUILTSYSTEMS,INC._
P.O. BOX 218

CASCO, WI 54205

~\\\I///~
,. ~

.. I''I 1i:1 ;

"t ~I'
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Big Jobs
Call for

Big John

It's time to start traveling in new circles

The 2243 is built around four simple design criteria
- precision cut, easy operation, simple service and long life.

A fuel-efficient 18-hp Kawasaki engine powers
the 2243. A high-torque power source with durability
features like liquid cooling, overhead valves, pressurized
lubrication and an oil filter.

Cutting unit strength and precision are built into
every 2243 with features like reel-to-bedknife adjustment,
steerable cutting units and hardened 9-blade reels.

Take time now to read more about the 2243. Then,
try one on your own course soon. Because when it comes
to triplex greens mowing - this is as good as it gets.

{

14N937 RT. 20 & 47

J W Turf HAMPSHIRE, IL 60140
PHONE: 708/683-4653---------



•

Ron.ld B. Daruff
(700) 852-3200 Office
(BCD) 457-7322 Toll Free
(700) 852-3230 Fax
(815) 455-4249 Residence
(7OB) 73S4B16 Car

ALLAN E. GOLDSTEIN
1285 Bradley Lane, Suite 67
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
(708) 980-7685

Commercial • Industrial
Real Estate • Advertising

Aerial
Images
Photography

We're The Pro.
In Aerial Photos

I==;:;;=:::;:~~. ~=I
THE SHAFER GROUR INC.
5104 Thatcher Road • DcMners Grove.11inois • BCl515

I need to buy .

i16'.25' blue/greenspruces!
Call Fred Oppennan •

708/854-1495

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN
WARNING
MAY BE FATAL IF INHALED. HARMFUL IF ABSORBED
THROUGH SKIN. CAUSES EYE IRRITATION.
ACTIVE INGREDIENT

Paclobulrazol (~ HB",8").p.«4,chiOf'ophenyll methyll-a-

INE~\11=~~~~~~'.1:2 ..~.~r.I~'~'.1~~~~.::.... -=
Total 100.00%

~: F~:k~~~~:Cllonsf()(5::a~~~~~'~recaul~~~a~~
Sold by
ProTurt DiviSIon. The 0 M Scoll & Sons Company. Marysville. Ohio 43041
<1990TheO"'Scon&SonI~AI'9'tto1_-.d

TGR@ Turf Enhancer 50 WP improves turf quality,
consistency and playability of golf course greens
and fai!ways for 6 to 8 weeks by producing a dense,
tightly knit turf stand. It also reduces clippings up to
50 percent and stimulates extended greening for up
to 12 weeks when used with a nitrogen fertilizer.

Ask your ProTurf
Tech Rep ,... ,
for details. PrdIUrf.

TGR~Turf Enhancer
50WP

Dramatically improves
turf quality while
reducing vertical turf
growth, clippings and
water use

Supplying the Chicagoland area with excellent service
and technical expertise for o"er 23 years •••

We deliver. .. •Aquatic Products
• Block Retaining Wall
• Bulk Fertilizer
• Drain Tile
• Fertilizers
• Geotextile Fabrics
• Grass Seed
• Herbicides
• Hose

2N 255 County Farm Road, west Chicago, IL 60185

• Insecticides
• Irrigation Parts
• Marking Paint
• Specialized Pesticides
• Spreaders
• Spray Equipment
• Tee and Green Equipment
• Terra Shield Green Cover
• Tree Fertilizer •708-888-5537
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25 JarnJal:)' 1993

Master Greenkeeper Certificate recipients, left to right: Gor-
don Irvine, Mill Ride G. C. , North Ascot, Englilnd,' William Mon-
tague, Oakwood c.c., Cleveland, Ohio; Robert Maibusch,
Hinsdale G. c., Hinsdale, IL; and Kerran Daly, Salisbury &
South Wilts G. c., Wiltshire, England.

BROOKSIDE SOIL TESTING
and

IRR'GATION WATER ANALYSIS
includes a complete report, and recommendations for
producing quality turf on golf courses.

ADVANTAGES:
• Improves the environment of the grassesand eliminates

turf diseases
• Decreases expenses for pesticides
• Reduces thatch and eliminates fairway renovation
• Decreases expenses for costly 'fertilizers
• Healthy turf attracts more golfers and increases income

Contact: Golf course specialists since 1964

708-387-7782
312-461-3679

V. ]. Zolman and Son
8516 Brookfield Ave.
Brookfield, IL 60513

Being the Editor, I took the liberty to run the above press
release describing the "honour" bestowed upon our own Bob
Maibusch by the British & International Golf Greer' :epers
Association.

I interviewed Bob over the phone about his certification and
the trip to England. But I must spend some time with him at
a pub and discuss this over a pint of dark bitters someday soon.

Two years ago at the GCSAA convention in Las Vegas, Bob
saw the British Greenkeepers booth and stopped to chat. At that

(continued on page 10)

Golf Course Superintendent, ROBERT MAIBUSCH, of
Clarendon Hills, has just returned from Harrogate in Yorkshire,
England where he received the top award of his profession from
His Royal Highness, Prince Andrew, Duke of York.

Robert, 35, Course Superintendent of Hinsdale Golf Club,
is one of only two US recipients of the British and International
Golf Greenkeepers Association's Master Greenkeeper Cer-
tificate. This he achieved by academic courses, experience, a
written examination and independent assessment of the golf
course. Only three other greenkeepers, all from Britain, have
qualified to date.

"I never realized quite what an achievement it was until I
got to England" says Robert. "Meeting the prince was - dif-
ficult to put into words - but almost overwhelming."

What an Honour ...

Royal Honour for Local
Course Superintendent

"I never realized quite what an achievement it was
until I got to England" says Robert. "Meeting the
prince was - difficult to put into words - but
almost overwhelming." .

Robert, 35, has a BS in Turfgrass Management from
Michigan State University, is on the National Committee of Cer-
tification Appeals for the Golf Course Superintendents Associa-
tion of America. At Hinsdale, one of the oldest clubs in lllinois,
he has 18 staff in season' 'the best staff I've ever worked with"
and his members are "very appreciative of what we do" and
are "wonderful people to work for".

Robert and his wife, Cheryl met the Prince informally at a
reception after the award ceremony. They found him genuine-
ly interested and friendly. They also met Viscount William
Whitelaw, President of the Greenkeepers Association and the
former Deputy Prime Minister under Margaret Thatcher.

The Prince told the greenkeepers in his opening speech that
"we golfers" should realize that: "It is only possible to play
this Royal and Ancientgame because of all the hard work, com-
mitment, patience, care, and above all because of the pride"
that they take in their profession.

Robert and Cheryl Maibusch have two young children, Alex-
andra, four and a half and Kieron, aged three.

~PRESS
~RELEASE

BIFG'\ 8111'1'ISHA•• I.'I'EII.A'I'IO.AL GOLF GIIEE.KEEPEIIS ASSOCIA'I'I ••
For more information telephone; 03473 581

•

•

•
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II I never want to work
without a TRION™ LIFT again!"

THE ONLY liFT SPECIFICAllY DESIGNED
FOR GOLF COURSE EQUIPMENT
• Several models available to lift all 3- and 4-wheel
golf equipment up to 2,600 Ibs.

•

II Before, it was al- •
most impossible to
see what I was do-
ing, let alone repair
it. Now everything
is right where I can
see it ... sitting
down!"
"1 can save an hour
or more a day on
maintenance time."

Ed Ward
Head Mechanic, Highland

Hills Municipal C.c.

[8"5) 469-8500
[70B) 30.,-B500------MIDWEST

TlJRF & TRACTOR,."..,-

PRICED FROM
$3900 to $4750

plus freight

~r

("What an Honour" continued)
time, he picked up information on their association. He soon
discovered that they also had a certification program that was
just starting. Consequently, he inquired and was sent informa-
tion on how to become certified. They have three stages one
needs to pass to become a "Master Greenkeeper".

The first stage you are given points for your education, ex-
perience and seminars that you have attended. The second stage
your golf course has to be inspected by members of the British
& International Golf Greenkeepers Association. In Bob's case
they asked for a list of six certified GCSAA members of which
they picked one of the six to do the on-site inspection of the
golf course. There was an extensive list of items that were check-
ed and answered. Up to this part, Bob was doing okay and had
passed both stages.

The lhird part of certification requirements meant taking a
6 hour test. Closed book. Bob wrote and asked for study
materials for this test and was sent back a list of 50 text books
from which to study!

Robert Maibusch receiving the "Master Greenkeeper Cer-
tificate" from His Royal Highness, Prince Andrew, Duke of
York, Harrogate; in Yorkshire, England.

For Additional information, please call:

Representing:

E-3 Turf Products

SynTenniCo:
Novatee
Novapath
Novagreen •708-985-3974Bud Edman

Auxiliary Products:
Addamax Iron Maid
Clean Tank Pathfinder
Foam-Z-Way Raider
FP 747 Xact

F/oratine Products Group:
Biostimulants: Soil Amendments:

Astren Plus Aamend
Knife Plus CalpHlex
largo Maxiplex
Per 4 Max Plus Penetrax
Perk Up Penetrax Max
Profiff pHfexmag
Renaissance pHfexman

The exam is given only on May 6 of each year and at a cen-
trallocation in England. This test made up of two parts is com-
posed by a panel of college professors in Great Britain and is
changed each year. The first part of the test contained five ques-
tions, all essay type dealing mostly with theory. An example:
Describe how to construct a USGA green. The second part of
the exam was one question (worth 50% of exam). The ques-
tion was: Given 2 years to prepare for a national links tourna-
ment that would be televised world-wide, how would you begin
to prepare for, during, and after the tournament? Bob was per-
mitted to take this exam by being monitored by a CGCS: Len
Berg.

In June Bob was notified that he had passed. He was only
the second U.S. superintendent (Bill Montague, of Oakland
C.C. in Cleveland also passed at this time) to hold this honour.
There was only one green keeper in England the previous year
who passed the certification and only two others had passed the
test along with Bob this year. At the present, there are only
five "Master Greenkeepers."

A very nice gesture, through the working of Bob's green-
chairman, was that certain members of Hinsdale Golf Club col-
lected funds to allow Bob and his wife Cheryl to make the trip
to England. This enabled Bob to be presented the award in per-
son by His Royal Highness, Prince Andrew, Duke of York.

Bob was also given a royal tour of the St. Andrews golf
courses by Walter Wood, a very capable greenskeeper of world
renown. Bob came away very impressed.

Congratulations - Bob Maibusch, Master Greenskeeper.
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