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My Top 10
Maintenance Pitfalls
by Dave Blomquist

The Sept./Oct. USGA Green Section Record’s cover story
was ‘‘The Ten Pitfalls of Golf Course Maintenance’’. Well,
I have my own list of *‘pitfalls’’. The Green Section defined
pitfall as ‘‘a hidden or not easily recognized danger or difficul-
ty."”” My definition is slightly different: Pitfall: something that
makes my life harder than it should be or just anything pertain-
ing to this business that just tees me off (no pun intended).

MY TOP 10 PITFALLS OF GOLF COURSE MAINTENANCE:

10. Driving Ranges — No matter how good it is, golfers will
complain about not having perfect fairway lies so they may prac-
tice their ‘‘approach’’ shots. In reality, we know the practice
tee should be 22" bluegrass, so the average golfer can re-create
what they face on the course.

9. Environmental Protection Agency — They are around
to insure that we are responsible for making sure our earth is
here for future generations, but must they make us do all that
paperwork? And what about all these chemical bans? I'm sure
there has been sufficient evidence for some but come on, guys,
don’t bow to pressure from those uninformed albeit well mean-
ing ‘‘citizen groups.’’ Use common sense and review the scien-
tific data not emotional hog wash.

8. Long Range Planning Committees — They tend to over-
think, under-fund and generally screw things up.

7. Vacations — Every year I promise myself to restrict vaca-
tions to winter for all full timers. NOT! I always wimp out and
let my mechanic take off in mid-July, but the best one is when
the college kids that only work the summer ask for two weeks
vacation, ‘‘C’mon, man, I've been working since June."

6. Vandals — Just once I'd like to catch one of these punks.
At times I've considered the following: electrifying the fence,
rabid pit bulls, a bottle of tequila, a shotgun and the promise
of 5 hours overtime pay to the Mexican laborer with the highest
body count.

5. Leaves — Just when you think you’ve survived the sum-
mer, BOOM! Here comes the leaves. This is also the time when
the Tree Committee decides to plant more! Great timing.

4. Answering Machines — I remember when I woke up late
I had to speak directly to the boss and plead my case. Playing
hookey is easy today. All they do is call early and leave a
message, ‘‘'I must have a 24 hour bug, I'll see you tomorrow.”’
I'd be willing to bet that employee absenteeism rose at the same
rate as answering machine sales.

3. Ladies’ Day — The United State Open happens at Naper-
ville Country Club every Tuesday, or so it seems. There is no
such thing as a casual round of golf. Every Tuesday is the most
important event on the golf calendar. Don’t these ladies know
that tennis is healthier?

2. Power Carts — I know they are responsible for bringing
more players to our game, but we’d be better off without them.
They can cause slow play and the damage they create isn’t worth
the money they bring in.

1. Golfers — Granted without them we would all be doing
something else, but do they have to wear those ridiculous spiked
shoes or must they take those incredible beaver pelts from the
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tees and fairways. Or why must they insist on playing when
it’s raining or when there’s frost? And what about those ball
marks? Don’t they understand that someone has to repair them,
and if they don’t do it, the greens will suffer? Don’t these peo-
ple have jobs?

With all due respect to the Green Section and David Letter-
man, these are my Top 10 Golf Course Maintenance Pitfalls.
Yours may be somewhat different, but soon the snow will be
flying and it won’t matter ... until next year.

Results of the MAGCS
Championship Played at
Big Foot C.C. on Sept. 21

Randy Wahler, the 1992 MAGCS Champion

Champlomhip Flight First Flight
Randy Wahler — 77 1. Jim Knulty — 79

2. Al Pondel — 81 2. Keith Fuchs — 84
3. Tim Davis — 82 3. Rick Wilson — 85
4. Ron Dohman — 83 4. Curt Adams — 85
5. Tom Robinson — 83 5. Kerry Blatteau — 85
6. Tom Oberding — 86 6. Mark Bobb — 85

7. Ed Fisher — 85 7. Phil Zeinert — 87

Steve Van Acker, 2nd Flight Champion

Second Flight

1. Steve VanAcker — 99
2. John Stephenson — 93
3. John Malloy — %4

4. Don Hoffman — 95
5. Gary Hearn — 97

6. Craig Joscelyn — 97
7. Tom Pritchard — 97
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Bruce Schweiger, Commercial Flight Champion

Commercial Flight Gross
1. Bruce Schweiger — 81
2. Chris Threadgill — 84
3. Mark Johnson — 87

4. Dave Nadler — 88

Commercial Flight Net
1. Kerry Anderson — 66
2. Mitch Beiser — 77

3. Joe Wollner — 79

4. Vern Rascher — 80

Donald S. Ferreri, 3rd Flight Champion

Third Flight

1. Don Ferreri — 100

. Al Fierst — 105

Len Berg — 108
Lynn Wesson — 108
Roger Stewart — 102
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Other Event Winners

1. Closest to the pin Chris Threadgill
2. Longest Drive — Championship flight Tom Robinson
3. Longest Drive — First flight Mark Bobb
4. Longest Drive — Second flight Mike Bavier
5. Longest Drive — Third flight Tim Kelly
6. Longest Drive — Commercial flight John Meyer

7. On #8, the betting hole, $337.00 was bet and $290.00 in
gift certificates were awarded to winnters. There were also 3
shirts given away for birdies so the total prizes awarded on the
betting hole were $357.50. There will be the annual close-out
sale at the Medinah clinic in November and most merchandise
will be sold on that date.

8. MAGCS would like to thank the following individuals for
donating prizes: (1) Butch Borgman, (2) Rudy Weber — Foot
Joy, (3) Brian Fagan — Wittek golf, (4) Walt Wynarczyk —
Founders Club.
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KOELPER BROS.
Golf Course Building and Remodeling
444 E. Mors Avenue
Wheeling, lllinois 60090

708-438-7881
DANIEL |. KOELPER

708-541-9182
VICTOR C. KOELPER

HOLLEMBEAK EXCAVATING
& GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION
INC.

MIKE HOLLEMBEAK
708-556-3891

Box 103 GRANART RD.
Bic Rock. IL 60511

(608) 836-7041

. the

bruce
com Pa ng OF WISCONSIN. INC.

LEE BRUCE

GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION

2830 W. BELTLINE HWY. « P.O. BOX 330
MIDDLETON, WI 53562

JAMES R. BURDETT

Grounds Maintenance Supplies

2835 S. State St.
Lockport, IL 60411
815/740-5656

Ny — Car Phone 710-5656
"_' Fax 815/723-4485

ACCURATE TANK TESTING
Warrenville, lllinois
¢ Underground Tank Testing
* Prompt/professional service
Certified * Registered * Insured

Underground tank testing to assure you're not leaking
for. Insurance, Real Estate, or Regulatory needs

Steve Berning
(708) 393-1998
(800) 773-TANK




TURF

CUTTERS

Turfco Pro

» 12", 15", 16", 18" width of cut

* 8 HP Engine

» Cuts up to 5,000 square feet
per hour

»Fast, Smooth, Quiet & Reliable

708-773-5555
FAX 708-773-4273

Aerators

Spray Sculpture Floating Fountains

\We make the
solution to water
quality problems
crystal clear.

708-773-5555
FAX 708-773-4273

Turf & Irrigation)in..

1170 W. Ardmore * Itasca, lllinois 60143




Midwest Breezes

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendar
November 4 — By-Laws meeting at Oak Brook Hills G.C.
November 16-18 — PSU Golf Turf Conference

November 18 — MAGCS Clinic, Medinah C.C.
November 30-Dec. 1 & 2 — NCTE at Pheasant Run Resort
December 7-11 — Michigan State Short Course

January 11-15 — OSU Short Course

January 23-20 — GCSAA Conference & Show, Anaheim, CA
March 4 — Spray Technician, Stonebridge C.C.

April 26 — MAGCS monthly meeting at Geneva G.C.
June 21 — MAGCS monthly meeting at River Forest G.C.
July — MAGCS monthly meeting at Poplar Creek G.C.

1992 MAGCS
Nominating Committee

The MAGCS Nominating Committee consisted of the follow-
ing Past Presidents: Mike Nass, Dave Meyer, Dave Behrman,
Bruce Williams, and Jim Evans. Mike Nass and Jim Evans were
unable to attend the September 29th meeting held at Bob O’Link
Golf Club. The committee discussed the election process and
candidate qualifications. The following slate of candidates was
approved for voting by the membership at our annual meeting
in November:

President — Tim Kelly

Vice-President — Alan Fierst

Secretary/Treasurer — Joel Purpur

Directors — Mike Bavier, Kerry Blatteau, Don Cross,

Kevin Czerkies

There are 3 vacancies for director and 1 director’s position
would be open additionally after Joel Purpur’s election as
Sec./Treas.

Bruce Williams
Nominating Committee Chairman

Nominee for Director for the MAGCS
Kevin Czerkies

I'am a certified golf course superintendent employed at Sport-
sman’s Country Club since November of 1985. Prior to this
I worked at Cog Hill Golf Club for seven years, five of those
as assistant superintendent.

I have served on the MAGCS Education Committee for three
years. The MAGCS is a very strong organization in which every
member can benefit. As director I will help to ensure that this
association continues to grow and maintain it’s fine reputation.
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November 16-18, 1992

Penn State Golf Turf Conference, Nittany Lion Inn, University,
Park, PA. Contact: Dr. Peter Landschoot, Department of
Agronomy, 116 ASI Building, University Park, PA 16802,
(814) 863-1017 OR Pennsylvania Turfgrass Council, P. O. Box
1078, Lemont, PA 16851-1078, (814) 863-3475.

Michigan State University
to Offer Turfgrass Manage-
ment Short Course

The Michigan State University Turfgrass Science program
will be offering an intensive, in depth, one week seminar on
the basics of turfgrass management. Classes are offered in turf-
grass plant physiology, identification and establishment; disease,
weed and insect identification and control; soils, fertility and
irrigation, and; pesticide safety and IPM principles. Technical
information will be presented in both lecture and laboratory
settings.

The world renowned turfgrass faculty at MSU, including Dr.
Joe Vargas, Dr. Paul Rieke, Dr. Trey Rogers, Dr. Dave
Smitley, and Dr. Bruce Branham, will instruct participants in
the many aspects of the turfgrass industry, including golf course
management, lawn care, athletic fields and sod production. This
school was first offered in 1991 and was successfully completed
by nearly 70 turfgrass professionals.

The 1992 School of Turfgrass Management will be held from
December 7-11, 1992 at the Kellogg Biological Research Sta-
tion near Kalamazoo, Michigan. The school is open to turfgrass
professionals of all skill levels. However, it is of particular use
to those entering the turfgrass industry, or professionals want-
ing to enhance their expertise. For more information and
registration details, call the Turfgrass School Coordinator, Tim
Doppel at (313) 939-3636.

Ed Braunsky along with President Schmitz, presenting host
superintendent James Knulty with a plaque of appreciation —
for hosting the September meeting.

Mechanic & Assistant Needed: Apply to Gary Mulvihill at
Heritage Bluff Golf Club, 815/467-1664.

For Sale: ®**Woods’' undermounted 72"’ rotary mower. Will
mount to most any tractor with PTO. 3 blade action can mow
to heights of 8”’. Also can be used to mulch leaves.

*Two ‘‘Bunton’’ 22" walking greensmowers. Both in excellent
condition. Call Mark at Barrington Hills C.C., 381-0140.



Results from October 12 MAGCS
Meeting at Settlers Hill

Penn State University unseated Danville Area Community
College as the MAGCS Alumni champion for 1992 by a nar-
row 1 stroke margin 143 to 144. The counting teams of Joel
Purpur/Dave Blomquist (71) and Ed Fischer/Dudley Smith (72)
led Penn State to the victory. Penn State was awarded the an-
nual Dudley Smith alumni trophy by the DACC team at the
awards ceremony. The other results were as follows:

College results by team

1. Penn State University 143
2. Danville Area Community College 144
3. University of Wisconsin 144
4. Purdue University 145
5. University of Illinois 147
6. McHenry Community College 161
7. Kiswaukee Community College 180

Low Gross Teams Low Net Teams

1. Kerry Blatteau 1. Luke Stronjy

Ron Dohman - 69 Adolph Bertucci - 60
2. Bruce Schweiger 2. Jim Burdett

Phil Zeinert - 71 Albie Staudt - 61
3. Steve VanAcker 3. Trent Bradford

Brad Johnson - 71 John Lebedevs - 61.2
4. Joel Purpur 4. John Gurke

Dave Blomquist - 71 Pete Leuzinger - 61.8
5. Dudley Smith 5. Rob Zimmerman

Ed Fischer - 72 Randy Kane - 62
6. Dan Anderson 6. Tom Morganson

Rick Wilson - 72 Larry Flament - 62.2
7. Jim Roberts 7. Bob Padula

Phil Taylor - 72
8. Matt Pozen, Al Brewer - 72

Troy Buffington - 62.6

Become a Master Gardener
|

If you like to garden, meet people, and help others, then the
Master Gardener program may be for you. Have you heard
about it? The University of Illinois Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice provides training in many areas of gardening — including
trees and shrubs, lawn care, vegetable and flower gardening,
tree fruits, and small fruits. Along with culture and care, in-
sect and disease problems are highlighted throughout training.

In DuPage County, you will receive approximately 60 hours
of training by University of Illinois staff. The 1993 training ses-
sions will be scheduled 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM, Thursdays, in the
winter months of January, February, and March.

You can receive this horticulture training at no charge,
however, there may be a nominal fee for materials. Join our
volunteers who help us in our office answering gardening ques-
tions, or participate in our other special projects and programs.
We ask for approximately 60 hours of volunteer time in return
for the training. Most volunteer time is scheduled during the
months of April through October.

If you are interested, call Susan Grupp at (708) 653-4114 for
information, or send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to:
1993 Master Gardener Program, University of Illinois,
Cooperative Extension Service - DuPage Unit, 310 South
County Farm Road - Suite B, Wheaton, IL 60187.
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So ... you say you need some:

® Trees

® Custom Transplanting

Spade sizes: 30-50-65-80-90”
® Winch Truck/B&B 90-130” Balls
® Bucket Truck — You Can Rent
® Woodace Tree & Shrub Fertilizer
® Shredded Bark Mulch
® Tree Anchors & Cable

® Tree Wrap — It will help prevent
deer damage and frost cracks

e TREEGATOR — The slow efficient
way to water trees.

* Speciman Landscape Material

Willia 5 Sustour dgwion
NURSERY < Marsecy Fertiiisis

& ASSOCIATES. INC = Fres Onbermen, Sl MNeos

1220 Armstrong St. = Algonguin, IL 60102 » 708-854-1495 » FAX 708-854-1497

To Keep Your Course
In Classic Condition,
Use These
High-Quality Products
from NOR-AM

*NITROFORM® SLOW-RELEASE NITROGEN
Releases by slow bacterial action to provide consistent
38% nitrogen

*TURCAM® W.P. INSECTICIDE
Controls a wide range of turf and
ornamental pests, especially white
grubs

*TURCAM® 22G
All the benefits of regular TURCAM®
in convenient granular formulation

*BANOL® TURF AND ORNAMENTAL
FUNGICIDE
Controls pythium and phytophthora

*PROGRASS" HERBICIDE
For the establishment of perennial
ryegrass turf, or on established peren-
nial ryegrass turf, Kentucky bluegrass
or creeping bentgrass for control of
Poa annua and broadleaf weeds

* PROXOL" 80SP INSECTICIDE

Controls white grubs, sod webworms,
cutworms and armyworms in fine turf

" NOR:AM CHEMICAL COMPANY
3509 Séversoe Road PO Box 195
Wirmington, DE 19803

THE FAIRWAY CLASSICS to keep your course in top condition

IMPORTANT Please reme: r always to read and follow careful Ily all label directions
when applying any che n—nc.nl (op) ight © 1988 NOR.-AM Chemical Company

All rights reserved




GREENS ROLLER

% ARTICULATING STEERING & OSCILLATING ROLLERS —

Allows this machine to true up the surface of the green without
changing the undulations.

* 4.2 P.S.I.—

Puts compaction at the lowest possible level.

% TRACTION -

Will climb 40° incline wet or dry, without slipping.

For more information write or call

UPS Parts Daily
Call Our Toll-Free Parts Line:

MIDWEST 1-800-397-0397

TURF & TRACTOR For Service Or Equipment Call:

1-708-301-8500
I A 4 | 1-815-463-8500
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White Water Rafting Trip 1992
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Standing left to right: Dan Anderson (R), Mike Hessenius (4),
Don Cross (3), Tom Murphy (2), Joel Purpur (7), Dave Blom-
quist (5), John Lebedevs (3), Trent Bradford (2), Renny Jacob-
son (3), Ken Kinka (2), Rick Uthe (2), Todd Opperman (2), Tom
Voight (R), John Minoque (R), Dan Albaugh (R). Front row,
left to right: Ed Collins (R), Brian ? (R), John Gurke (3), Marty
(River Guide), Dave Fisher (4), Pete Leuzinger (5), Dave Ward
(2), John Conly (1), Fred Opperman (8), Steve Stewart (5). (R
= Rookie, and the #’s = number of trips).

The 1992 rafting trip was great this year. After many years
of having rain or cool/cold days on the river, this year was
heaven. The temperature was in the low 70’s and the water
temperature was 66 degrees. Pete Leuzinger managed not to
fall off any rocks, no bloody noses and no lost tents! We did
manage to have some guys flip out of the rafts going through
some rapids. I believe every raft lost 30-40% of the guys. It
is really only a matter of time before that old man river reaches
up and grabs you. Of course then, too, there are the times that
another raft will help you into the currents. And there was the
time that the senior member of the group had to drop his wet
suit and moon a rowdy raft ... All in all, a great time was had
by all. I'm ready to go again.

This is our put-in point at the base of the Summersville Dam,
the start of the Gauley River. Three discharge tubes putting out
28,000 cfs create a mighty roar and tremendous turbulence.
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Don Cross enjoying the river with Dave Blomquist and Mike
Hessenius looking on.

Dave Blomquist, John Gurke and Tom Murphy checking the
action at Sweets Falls.

4

Dan Anderson and Joel Purpur with river guide Robin Moore
at Sweets Falls.

e s

John Gurke leading and Dan Anderson as the caboose. Water
temperature was 67 degrees. Beautiful!
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ICE-MELT
PRODUCTS

PELLETS: 90% CaCl
50 Ib & 80 Ib bags and
50 & 100 Ib drums.

SAFE-STEP: KCI/NaCl
combination - 50 Ib bags
and 100 Ib drums.

ALL AMERICAN: 100%
KCI - 40 Ib bags.

ICEMELTER: 100% KCI
50 Ib bags.

BULK ROCK SALT: All
YPS treated to help
prevent caking. 22 to 25
tons delivered. Picked
up 10 to 25 tons.

Arthur Clesen, Inc, T

FLAKE: 77% CaCl
50 Ib bags.

DYNOMELT: NaCl/MgCl
combination - 50 Ib bags.

ROCK SALT: NaCl
50 and 80 Ib bags.

UREA: 46-0-0 granular
50 Ib bags

FENCE SB: Orange
Safety/Snow fencing in
4' X 100 rolls or 4' x 50’
black fence material.
Fence posts, fence ties
and tools also available.

T
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543 Diens Drive Wheeling, IL 60090
(708) 537-2177 FAX: (708) 537-2199

PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.

Buy when you need —
Eliminate castly otonage

We sell an air-dried, uniform and
free flowing top dressing.

ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

HENRY FRENZER

Area Code 708
658-5303

620 Webster St.
Algonquin, IL
60102

par ex

The Ex Stands For Excellence

Why the EX STANDS

FOR EXCELLENCE
in professional turf care.

Par Ex is the only professional
fertilizer line containing IBDU,
undisputedly the finest slow
release Nitrogen source in the
world.

IBDU gives you the highest level of
WIN, or Water Insoluble Nitrogen.

IBDU delivers all of its Nitrogen in
a single growing season.

The Nitrogren release rate of IBDU
is generally affected by only two
factors: soil moisture and granule
size.

Territory Manager

Slower release makes Par Ex
products perfect for your Fall
Fertilization program.

Fewer applications are required,
labor costs are cut.

The salt index of IBDU is the lowest
of all commonly used fertilizer
matenals.

IBDU fights nitrate pollution
because very little Nitrogen is lost
through leaching or volatilization.

Choose from over 60 different
product formulations.

Thomas E. Skinner

Keokuk, IA
319/524-8912

par ex

The Ex Stands For Excellence
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YOUR MEMBERS
WILL KNOW HOW WELL YOU DID
BY HOW WELL
YOUR GREENS PERFORM

topdressing blends
construction blends
straight topdressing sand
bunker sand ;
All shipments guaranteed to meet your specifications. |

Now serving you locally in Illinois.
bbbt A bt 0 v bt
GREENSV ' X
(RIS AT AL T

SOIL BLENDERS

800-537-1796

Where soil blending is a science

Please Support
Our Advertisers

/@ 800 West Irving Park Road \
Roselle, lllinois 60193
(708) 529-2502

CLAUSS
BROTHERS, Inc.

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION
LARGE TREE MOVING

VERTI-DRAIN®
The Ultimate Solution For Compacted Soil

¢
L} L3
’n,.,, T

Mechanical Soil Technology

— Contract Aeration Service —
Serving The Entire Midwest

David Strang 442 Pine St.
Ph. (800) 743-2419 Galesburg, IL 61401

Marcescent Mania

Why do some trees keep their leaves all winter?
by Fred Tetreault, Public Information

Autumn'’s leafy color parade is over for the year, but a new
tree-watching sport is in progress. It is a game that appeals to
those fascinated by the reasons and dynamics causing some
broad leaf deciduous trees to keep their leaves in the fall and
winter.

The activity involves finding such trees and trying to iden-
tify them as ‘‘marcescent’’ species. Marcescent trees are those
that hang onto their leaves throughout the fall and winter an-
nually, rather than only occasionally in response to unusual con-
ditions in a given year. Marcescent means ‘‘withered,"’ referr-
ing to the fact that the leaves wither on those kinds of trees,
just as they do on other species. But though these dried up leaves
often become severely tattered in the winter winds, their stems
remain firmly attached to the twig until spring.

A very old New England maxim claims the falling of oak
leaves in autumn marks the time to pay bills. That would be
a pretty good deal for the debtor, but less attractive to his
creditors, since many oak species are marcescents. Among these
in Illinois are the white, pin, shingle, blackjack and scarlet oaks.

Other Illinois marcescent species are blue beech, hornbeam,
hop hornbeam and sometimes hawthorn, pecans, burr oak, black
locust and sweetgums.

This phenomenon is not fully understood by science and
neither is it uniform among the so-called marcescent varieties.
For example, it occurs generally in younger trees, but in a
patchy manner or not at all in older trees.

The process seems to have something to do with a species
being in the wrong place at the wrong time — in other words,
out of its natural, more southern range. As a result, the tree
tends to keep on growing and producing leaves, rather than shut-
ting down for the season, until the very cold weather arrives
and it is too late to get ready for winter.

Leaves produce food — primarily sugars — to feed the tree.
In most species, hormonal changes triggered by specific weather
changes in the fall signify to the trees that the production season
is over. The hormones begin forming a scar tissue — or more
properly, an abscission layer — around the base of the leaf.
The flow of sugars into the tree is shut off as the abscission
slowly chokes off the route and their production ceases. Those
sugars remaining in the leaf produce the fall leaf color.

Again in tune with climatic conditions, enzymes produced
by the hormonal changes in the tree begin destroying the link
between the leaf and its twig. The leaf eventually comes free
from its mooring and falls.

In marcescent trees, leaf production continues unabated into
the late fall. Hormones do not herald the season’s end and the
abscission or separation zone never forms. The tree continues
producing sugars until freezing weather halts the process and
the leaves wither and/or freeze in place. Without the abscis-
sion process to loosen them, the leaves remain so firmly attached
not even heavy winds can dislodge their stems.

(cont’d. page 24)




