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President’s Message

Ray Schmitz

The results of April temperatures are in and it is noted that
average temperatures for the month were 77° below normal.
This is the first time in a year that we had a month with below
normal average monthly temperatures. Perhaps there is such
a thing as global warming after all and we will pay for this cool
spell later this summer.

An important bill is being heard in the Illinois Senate titled
Senate Bill 1734. This bill is concerned with preemption of home
rule regarding the application of pesticides. If the bill passes
the Senate and the House of Representatives it will go to Gover-
nor Edgar for his signature. The passing of this bill is very im-
portant to our industry for many reasons. If anyone would like
more details on this preemption bill please contact me. We
should keep an eye on our legislatures to see how they vote on
this issue.

The last two educational offerings I attended, the USGA
GREENS SECTION SEMINAR and the Superintendents,
Manager joint meeting which featured renowned speaker Wendy
Stebbins, were poorly attended by local superintendents. If our
Association does not support these excellent educational ses-
sions they will be offered less frequently. Our Association has
no trouble getting 75 to 100 members at a golf meeting. We
are lucky to get 50 members to attend an educational seminar.

The next MAGCS meeting is planned for June 22nd at
Flossmoor Country Club where I will be the host. Presently
the club house is still closed for remodeling. With any luck it
should be open for our meeting. Possibly our meeting will be
the first event to be held in the newly remodeled club house.
Stay tuned.

Finally the office of the MAGCS has gone high-tech with the
purchase of a state of the art combination fax, message recorder,
copier machine. This machine will make Penny Meyer, our ex-
ecutive secretary, job much more efficient. Feel free to use this
feature in any correspondence with our Association office.




Director’s Column

Don Cross, CGCS

Matching the Old to the New

While I pondered an article for this Directors Column I
thought it would be appropriate to mention how much we all
must have enjoyed the beautiful month of April. You know,
the month when you can feel the gradual warming trend, see
the daffodils and early flowering woody ornamentals in bloom,
against a clear blue sky. Yeah right! I think we may have had
seven days of sunshine and, if anything, a cooling trend. The
meteorologists certainly had the “‘cooler near the lake’” right.
Thankfully it is all past us now and we can anticipate the
challenges to come in the next few months.

We all have our own particular circumstances and challenges
that we effectively address daily. One such challenge that I now
have here at Skokie Country Club, (since reconstructing three
greens and the practice green last year), is matching the con-
sistency of the old greens to that of the new greens. The pro-
gram we embarked upon began in late October 1990, ten months
before the four greens were to be reconstructed.

We knew at that time the new greens would be USGA spec
with an 80:20 rootzone mix and that this differed significantly
from the soil and highly organic rootzones of the remaining
greens. We also knew that the shot holding ability and the “*feel””
of the greens, when playing on them, would be different. So
short of rebuilding all the greens we decided an aggressive cor-
ing and sand topdressing program, which will continue for
several years, would be an appropriate solution. In time, enough
sand would be incorporated to various depths within the existing
rootzones, as well as immediately below the turf surface, to
achieve the desired consistencies.

Our procedure started with contracting an aeration service
company to verti-drain with 3/4"" solid tines (hollow tines were
tried but they quickly plugged up and caused unacceptable sur-
face lifting) to depths of 12”' and followed with 100% sand
topdressing and broom dragging procedures. We then followed
with standard hollow tine coring using 5/8"" tines and top-
dressed and dragged again. At this point we had a nice number
of holes and many were filled to the surface with sand, but not

all of them. I felt that what we had started was good but I was
disappointed that we could not extract soil from deeper in the
rootzone, and could not fill all the holes using standard top-
dressing practices. I decided that the Floyd-McKay drill might
be worth a try and as long as we had the greens full of holes,
a few more wouldn’t hurt. So two weeks after the first two
operations we contracted another aeration service company to
drill all the greens.

The drilling went well using 3/4”" bits on 4"’ centers to a depth
of 107", All of the soil from each drill hole is not extracted,
because of the flute design, and I would estimate that about 75%
is removed. Complete removal would have been preferred but
75% was better than nothing. We followed with clean-up and
sand topdressing again but this time we used a different method.

After observing a similar procedure at two other clubs we
purchased kiln-dried sand and literally dumped the sand in a
pile, beginning at one side of a green, and pushed it across us-
ing the backs of rakes and push brooms. The sand flowed like
sand in an hourglass and completely filled all holes. I was con-
vinced at the time that there may be other ways of topdressing
but that there is not any more complete way.

We put the greens to bed that winter with a dormant fertiliza-
tion, a winter disease protectant application, and covered them
with evergreen greenscovers. Last Spring, after doing the cover-
shuffle (cold nights on, warmer nights off) for a couple of weeks,
the destruction had recovered.

In 1991 we followed a similar plan of core aerating in May
and Sept., and drilling in late Oct., but did not verti-drain. In
all cases we used the dried sand and hand brooming method
of topdressing and added several conventional topdressings in
between.

It’s now a new year and a year and a half later. We now have
much improvement in root growth and drainage in addition to
a half inch of sand immediately below the turf surface, bring-
ing all the old greens that much closer to being consistent with
the new greens. We have a long way to go and we will con-
tinue to core and drill and/or verti-drain (with hollow tines if
possible), but the process thus far has been very encouraging.

I have intentionally left out the costs of these various tasks
and procedures (I've run on long enough) but if anyone is in-
terested give me a call. Let’s just say it is a lot less than
rebuilding at a cost of 35-40K for a new USGA spec green.

““Pandora’s Box’’
]

June’s warmth aids Spring’s Floral Parade,
To show a Golfing Summer’s being made.
As the Golf Course reflects Nature's transition,
Of Spring to Summer Golfing condition.
Now to adjust, regulate, control Summer’s stress,
Dancing to Summer’s Tune, will be the test.
Exciting, a challenge, Our yearly chore,
Pandora’s Box and a whole lot more.
Kenneth R. Zanzig



Yes, washed Penncross creeping bent
and "Executive Blend" bluegrass sod has arrived
in the Midwest! This new innovation offers
many benefits:

@ Eliminates traditional interface problems between
sod and the existing soil.

® Washed sod consistently roots down more rapidly
than conventional sod (typically 3" of root
growth in just 8 days).

® Will quickly establish into all soil types.

® Lower weight allows for shipping up to 50%
more per load

| CALL US FOR DETAILS! |

HUBER RANCH StmthAH

SOD NURSERY:
800-553-0552 e (219)552-0552

Rt. 41 Schneider, IN

HAS IT!

Everything you need
for professional
turf management.

eFertilizers *Control Products eSeed
e[rrigation *Equipment *Replacement Parts
*Golf Course Accessories *Safety Products
eService Brochures ® Low Voltage Lighting

(800) 321-5325
Your Growth Partner

LESCO, Inc., 20005 Lake Rd., Rocky River,
Ohio 44116

Preemption of Local
Pesticide Regulation
by Jeff Nack

I recently received a call from Mike Hart at the Danville
Country Club regarding the issue of pre-emption of the local
pesticide legislation. It seems that there is a movement started
that will prevent small governing bodies from imposing more
stringent rules than those of the federal government. He asked
if there was any way that I could think of that would help bring
the Illinois Association of Park Districts (IAPD) to support the
pending legislation that will be introduced in Springfield. Their
support will help to pass this important act for all golf courses
interest.

As many of us are well aware, the U.S. Supreme Court
declared last summer that local governments have the authori-
ty to set regulations that may be more stringent than those man-
dated by the FIFRA act. Imagine that ... more pesticide legisla-
tion, except this legislation could be based on the information
from the T.V. talk shows, supermarket tabloids, and paranoid
parents of newborn children. This could have tremendous im-
plications on our industry and in our own or neighboring com-
munities as well. If you stop to give this some consideration
for a short spell and let your imagination take over, you can
very well end up with some frightening visions. It is just such
imaginative power that I would like you to stop and exercise
... do it now ... Now that you have imagined not being able
to spray plant protectants, fertilize stressed plants or eradicate
weeds from your property. try one more time with a little more
energy on how this might impact the local taxing body for your
home and place of work.

I have given Mike's request some significant thought and
come up with the following suggestion. As educated users of
chemical controls for plants, you can share that information with
others. Give your local park district’s executive director a call.
Let him know that you are a conscientious use of pesticides just
like his organization and that this potential legislation would
definitely aid his business as well as yours. Give him your
perspective on helping plants grow, so he could envision that
without this legislation, he too might not fertilize his athletic
fields. or maintain his districts latest beautification project. Ask
him to give a call to the IAPD representative and support the
pre-emption legislation. Try to get him to convey the idea that
this type of costly regulation belongs in the hands of the scien-
tific community, that can be monitored by the state and federal
Jurisdiction.

As individuals, we often feel that we don’t wield as much
power as some organized groups. Often this is true. However,
this is an opportunity to influence an organization with your
individual call.

Editor’s Note: Be sure to read the article on page 6 which .

goes with Jeff’s article above.




NATURAL ORGANIC

Milorganite

America’s
Number One
Natural
Organic
Fertilizer

® Many of the finest golf
courses in America are
fertilized with Milorganite.

® Non-burning, cost-effective,
turf fertilizer.

B 90% Water Insoluble
Nitrogen (W.I.N.), slow
release nitrogen promotes
vigorous growth.

® Rich in organic iron — 4%

minimum guaranateed.

B Supplies humus and improves

water holding capabilities
of soils.

FREE LITERATURE

For further information call

414-225-3333

Williamson
NURSERY

& ASSOCIATES, INC.

TREE TRANSPLANTING

SpPecCIMEN LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

CusTtom-DIGGING

Turr AND NURSERY FERTILIZERS

“The Big Tree Specialists”

1220 ARMSTRONG ST. « ALGONQUIN, ILLINOIS 60102
708 854-1495 « FAX 708 854-1497

Howard Price 1260

Lewis Equipment Co. has known for years of
the high-quality, low-maintenance performance
delivered by Howard Price turf equipment and
Millcreek spreaders.

The Howard Price 1260 is a 40 hp 126" rotary
mower designed for high capacity rough mow-
ing. The Millcreek spreaders can handle all
types of spreadable material including the
dispersal of grass clippings.

Lewis Equipment & America’s Turf
Professionals Rely On

HOWARD PRICE
TURF E(JUIPMENT

HILLERE
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Come in for a demo today on
of these two fine pieces of turf
equipment. Call Avery Harris at
537-6110.

4 Locations To Serve You:

Home Office: Lewis Equip., inc. Il Payline West, Inc.
55 E. Palatine Rd 5220 S. Route 31 225 N. Randall Rd
Prospect His,, IL 60070 Crystal Lake, IL 60014  St. Charles, IL 60174

(708) 537-6110 (708) 584-8700

Payline South, Inc.
1845 Bernice Ad.
Lansing, IL 60433

(815) 459-4555 (708) 474-7600




Preemption of Local
Pesticide Regulation

A Statement to the House Committee on
Agriculture — Subcommittee on Department
Operations
by Illinois Fertilizer & Chemical Association
Lloyd Burling, Executive Director
P. O. Box 186, St. Anne, IL 60964-0186 — March 4, 1992

The State of Illinois has the unique honor of having more units
of local government that any other state in the union. Not only
do we have the possibility of our cities, villages, counties,
townships regulating pesticides, but we have over 6,000 special
districts governing our forests, parks, water districts, libraries,
convention centers, water wells, airports, some hospitals, and
a myriad of other activities, that offer a potential web of boun-
daries that would become impossible to manage even if only
a fraction of them decided to issue regulations on pesticide use.

The people of the state decided, in their new 1970 constitu-
tion, to grant home rule powers to cities and counties that qualify
by either the size of their population or by direct voter referen-
dum. There is a legitimate question posed by citizens as to
whether home rule entities should be preempted. On the other
hand, last summer’s Supreme Court decision has the potential
of causing havoc in and among non-home rule bodies unless
Congress takes action to bring us back to the status understood
by governing bodies prior to Wisconsin Public Intervenor v.
Mortler.

Although the issue of pesticide regulation is an emotional one,
the real issue here is the integrity of our federal system of
government. If the topic of the Supreme Court ruling was
Jjurisdiction over cosmetics, we doubt that there would be the
outcry that we hear now. Congress would simply, and quietly,
pass legislation re-authorizing the FDA to regulate lipsticks.
And Congress would be right in doing so, simply because our
federal system allows for an agreement between our elected
bodies to respect certain jurisdictions. The fact that pesticide
regulations are involved makes this an issue too easily colored
by impassioned but mistaken rhetoric.

A single Illinois farm may be included within 15 to 20 special
districts, in addition to the municipality, township and county,
all having some sort of jurisdiction over various activities or
programs in that region. We don’t think that Congress intend-
ed to give pesticide regulatory power to all of those districts.

The Illinois Fertilizer & Chemical Association represents
nearly 1200 individuals and companies serving Illinois farmers.
In view of the special programs faced by these farmers. our
customers, in Illinois, and considering the principles of
federalism in this country, our association respectfully requests
members of this committee to give favorable consideration to
preempting local regulation of pesticides.

AN ACT to amend the Illinois Pesticide Act by changing Sec-
tion 3.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of llinois represented
in the General Assembly:

(cont’d. page 9)

An Environmental
Tradition

More than 60 years of
complete, dependable and
economical tree service.

Since 1930

Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.

Nels J. Johnson, Jr.

President Vice President
Complete, economical tree service for
Private Estates, Municipalities, Schools,
Industrial Areas, Parks & Golf Courses.

All phases of Arboriculture:
Consultation, Diagnosis, Removals, Pruning,
Stump Routing, Fertilization, Hydraulic
Spraying, Chemotherapy and Municipal Forestry.

Fully Insured
Main Office: 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, IL 60202

Telephone: (708) 475-1877
Fax: (708) 475-0037
Hinsdale: (708) 654-1877
Barrington: (708) 382-2777

GENTURY RAIN AID

GOLF'S

IRRIGATION PROFESSIONALS

RANRBIRD
How CRA Helps Superintendents:

e Complete stock of irrigation supplies
e Water conservation analysis
& troubleshooting
» Assistance in pumping improvement
and pumping cost efficiency
* Drainage solutions

e Fountains e Aerators ¢ Pump Management

e Improvements of energy-usage cost
e On-the-phone technical assistance
FREE 80-Page Catalog!
1-800-347-4272

= Downers Grove, IL « 5379 Wainut Ave. « (708) 515-8555 « Fax (708) 515-1228

* Palatine, IL = 315A S. Hicks Rd. « (708) 705-6200  Fax (708) 705-6204

Karl G. Johnson




THE PROFESSIONAL'S
SINGLE SOURCE - -

e CHEMICALS -~

SIGNAL Spray Colorant
INCIDE-OUT Spray Tank Cleaner
TRUE BLUE Lake and Pond Dye
DIRECT Drift Retardant
BALANCE pH Adjuster
TEE-UP Ball Wash
KNOCKDOWN Defoamer
PEN-A-TRATE Il Spreader/Activator

» ENVIRONMENTAL AND SAFETY o

CHEMSORB® GOGGLES
SARANEX/TYVEK SUITS  GLOVES
BOOTS WASH STATIONS

CALL US FOR INFORMATION ON THESE PRODUCTS--AS WELL
AS MANY OTHERS: 800-323-6280.

PRECISION

LABORATORIES INCORPORATED
Noﬂhbfook l e.ooas

NEW COMBINATION
IN SLOW RELEASE NITROGEN

e
AT ORGARE

Milorganite WITH 7% WIN

rEATLATA

15-1-10 FERTILIZER

* Combines Benefits of Nutralene & Milorganite
* Organic Base

* Non Burning

* Low Salt Index

* For Turf & Ornamentals

* Uniform Release of Nitrogen
* 50/1b Bag Covers 7500 SQ. FT.

* Can Be Used Any Time - Spring - Summer - Fall

ALSO AVAILABLE: A 6-1-16 Fertilizer
With High Quality Sulphate of Potash

Call Us Today For Pricing!

LAKE-COOK SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
(A Division of Lake-Cook Farm Supply Co.)

Wauconda Tinley Park
27310 W. Case Rd. :
(708) 526-0007 ® (708) 532-4723

6730 South St

L2227 Lake Shore Sand
" A Division of Construction Aggregates
Corporation of Michigan
TDS 2150
TOPDRESSING SAND
Wisconsin's USA Sieve MM %Retained
L t
arges - o - 5
Topdressing 30 60 7
Sand 40 42 6.9
. 50 30 27.3
Supplier 60 25 23.2
70 21 245
100 A5 17.0
140 10 4
200 07 0
270 05 0
PAN
Lake Shore Sand
P.0.Box 1213
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201
(414) 271-0625

MEMO FROM THE
GROUNDS COMMITTEE:

Order: Blended Top Dressing
Blended Construction Mix
Pulverized Black Dirt
Pulverized Peat
Pulverized Top Soil
Screened Sand

cani: PREMIERE SOILS
(708) 534-8700

Mornses, IL




@ (708) 531-1181

National
Arborist
Association

LINKS, LTD. WINKLER'S TREE
Gr{Lf_Ct_mm‘e Mamrenagce_(‘onfrac‘vmr{ 8 LA ND SCA PING, 1 NC.

Specializing in Water Injection Cultivation
“ACUT ABOVE THE REST"

CURT ADAMS 9114 W. 140th St. Vince Winkler 1241 Morgan
(708) 403-3500 Oriand Park, IL 60462 Certified Arborist LaGrange Park, IL 60525

RANSOMES WINGED ROTARY MOWER 4151

IS
'  TURF TERRIFIC !

" “

Engine 51 hp Kubota diesel S':GGG |
" =1 lowing 0-7 mph
Width of Cut 116 Tansport 0-14 mph
Dnvq_ Full 4-wheel drive Reverse 0-4 mph
Wing Control Independent hydraulic Deck Widths
) control Front 81"
Mawing Height Right Wing 35
Wing Deck 1710 4 3/4° Left Wing 35
| Trim Deck 1"to 4 34" Dimensions
Transmission Sunstrand M35/Ross moalors ':"" tracior)
— eight 59°
Traction Drive Hydrostatic wheel motors Wictth 18"
e — Length 16"
Tires T Width 61°
Front 23x105-12 1
Hoar 20 %108 | Fuel Capal:nty | 15 gallons
L 1 — ——1 | weight | 3000 Ibs

ADDITIONAL STANDARD EQUIPMENT: Hinged rear hood, low oil light, operator present
o H wri system, hourmeter, luel guage. PTO lever. steering ass:stance brake, enging lemperature

For more m.fo‘rmalm te or call gauge, alternator kght, glow plug indicator, headlights, quick-removal bell cover, automatic

shut off in transpan position, § anti-scalp roliers on center deck, enargy absorbing wing

UPS Parts Dally deck arms
Call Our Toll-Free Parts Llne:

A A
1-800-397-0397
MID WE 5 T For Service Or Equipment Call: m
TURF & TRACTOR 1-708-301-8500
N W 1-815-463-8500 sos-cars

o

Schroeder's Nursery, Inc.

TREES . SHRUBS . EVERGREENS
RICHARD A. SCHROEDER
DON VIRGENS

CARL DRAVIS
Specializing in Large Caliper Trees
We offer complete installation
TELEPHONE: 708—546-9444

23379 W. Route 60 — Grayvslake. Illinois 60030
Located on Route 60 between Rt. 12 (VOLO) & Rt. 83 (IVANHOE)




(Pesticide Regulation cont’d.)

Section 1. The Illinois Pesticide Act is amended by chang-
ing Section 3 as follows:

(Ch. 5, par. 803)

Section 3. Delegation of authority. The Illinois Department
of Agriculture shall administer *‘the Illinois Pesticide Act’’.

1. It shall be the duty of the Department of Agriculture
to enforce this Act and such provisions of other Acts intended
to control the registration, purchase, use, storage and disposal
of pesticides, unless otherwise specified in this Section. Also,
the Department of Agriculture shall control the purchase and
use of pesticides pertaining to the production, protection, care,
storage, or transportation of agricultural commodities and to
control the use of pesticides applied by agricultural equipment.

2. It shall be the duty of the Department of Public Health
to enforce such provisions of this Act and other Acts intended
to control structural pest pesticides, as defined in subparagraph
37 of Section 4, of this Act. It shall be the duty of the Depart-
ment of Public Health to enforce such provisions of this Act
related to vector control, control of pestiferous and disease car-
rying insects, rodents, and other animals, and control of birds
and other mammals that may pose a threat to the health of the
public.

3. It shall be the duty of the Environmental Protection
Agency to enforce such provisions of this Act and other Acts
intended to protect and preserve the quality of air, water, and
guard against unreasonable contamination of land resources.

4. This Act specifically prohibits the regulation of
pesticides, by any political subdivision of this State. The
regulation of pesticides under this Act is an exclusive func-
tion of the State and is a denial and limitation, under Article
VII, Section 6, subsection (h) of the Illinois Constitution,
of the power of a home rule unit to regulate pesticides.
(Source) P.A. 83-177).

New Book About Golf Courses

and the Environment Released
]

FAR HILLS, N.J. — The United States Golf Association of-
fers a new book entitled, Golf Course Management and Con-
struction: Environmental Issues. This publication will serve as
a comprehensive reference book summarizing the environmental
effects of golf courses on surface — and ground-water quality,
wildlife, and wetlands.

This important publication provides a scientific rather than
emotional analysis of the impact of golf courses on the environ-
ment. The 900-page book is based on a review of pertinent scien-
tific literature compiled by Spectrum Research, of Duluth,
Minn.

Golf Course Management and Construction: Environmental
Issues is divided into chapters, such as wildlife, water use, and
pesticide applications, and includes an extensive reference sec-
tion at the end of each chapter. The book should prove invaluable
to anyone interested in these issues, including golf course
superintendents, architects, green committees, researchers,
developers, and regulators.

Golf Course Management and Construction: Environmental
Issues will be available beginning in May, 1992, for $72.25
each (including shipping and handling).

Contact the USGA Order Department at 800-336-4446.

Ford Iron is b_ere!

Better tractor loader backhoes are here—
the Ford C Series.

@ More powerful hydraulics with 6,000 pounds of
lift capacity and 12,000 pounds of breakout force.
@ Deeper-digging backhoes with XTRA-VATOR *
extendable dipperstick.

® Deluxe noise-absorbing cabs with dual entry/

exit, adjustable swing-around suspension seat, all-
around visibility and right-hand instrument console.
@ Ford quality and service/parts backup.

See the rigs that are born to dig—today!

HUBER RANCH
POWER EQUIP:

Rt. 41, Box 188, Schneider, IN
1-800-553-0552

WILBUR-ELLIS

IDEAS 10 GAOW WITH®

YOUR
ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPLIANCE

COMPANY

WE DELIVER SERVICE.........

..CUSTOM RINSATE PAD DESIGNS

..WORKER RIGHT-TO-KNOW TRAINING

...SARA TIER Il REPORTING
ASSISTANCE

WE ALSO DELIVER PRODUCTS........

....... A COMPLETE LINE OF TURF & ORNAMENTAL
PLANT PROTECTANTS, PLANT NUTRIENTS,
GRASS SEED, HERBICIDES, AND MORE!

......FAST FREE DELIVERY WITHIN Pa HOURS

SEE US AT OUR BOOTH IN NEW ORLEANS!
BOOTH #: 3463 & 3465

JOHN MEYER or JOE WOLLNER
800-747-7400




Bent Sod That Fits
Your Course
ToaTee!

from tee to

green...

e PENNCROSS BENT SOD

e PENNLINKS BENT SOD

e PENNEAGLE BENT SOD

* XL-100 BLEND SOD

* A FULL LINE OF LANDSCAPE
SUPPLIES

Ilinois” largest sod grower

7, UING,

3900 West 167th Street,
Markham, IL 60426

Ford New Holland "Super Boom" skid-steer

loaders do more for vou:

* Reach - Loads center of six—wheel dump.

* Speed - Faster cycle times, speeds up
loading/unloading operations.

* Stabilitv —= Longer wheelbase with low
center of gravitv.

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.
Orland Park, IL 60462
(708) 349-8430
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About Tomorrow Today

Part III in a series of environmental awareness articles
by Scott A. Witte, Asst. Supt., Barrington Hills C.C.

Thank you for joining me again in this issue of the Bull Sheet!
Before I begin with Part III, remember that the first two parts
of this series are in the April, and May issues respectively.

We have recently discussed the landfill crisis, and the im-
portance of recycling. I would now like to introduce yet another
environmental term known as ‘*Precycling’”, not be be confus-
ed with **Recycling’’. You see, in 1989, the city government
of Berkeley, California initiated a campaign to encourage con-
sumers to buy products packaged in recyclable materials. They
called it *‘Precycling”’.

““We recycle items after we've bought them,” they explain-
ed. “*“We can precycle while we shop. What we buy has a direct
relationship to what we throw away ... So it’s time we take a
serious look at what we buy in the first place. Why not reduce
waste by not buying something? Perhaps this maybe the easiest
way to help save the Earth! Simply by making correct buying
choices. by precycling, we can prevent excessive and unsound
materials from getting into our waste stream. The consumer
buck must stop here, with us.”

It was a good idea in 1989 — and it is an even better idea
today! This is something we can do wherever we shop, or
whatever we shop for. A primary reason for this precycling is
that packaging alone makes up one third of what Americans
throw away; and it is a luxury we can’t afford. As far as *‘Earth
Works™" is concerned. precycling is an integral part of any
recycling effort.

The following are some precycling tips:

* The key to precycling: THINK AHEAD. Figure out how
you're going to dispose of a product — AND ITS PACKAG-
ING — before you buy it.

* Think of packaging as part of the product. You get what you
pay for: If the package is designed to be thrown away im-
mediately. all you're getting for your money is cleverly-designed
garbage!

* When purchasing plant protectants and fertilizers, etc., the
National Recycling Coalition suggests: *‘In the marketplace, you
may ask, **What is this products function?, what is its formula-
tion? and so on'’. Now ask, ‘‘How is it packaged?’’

* Be aware of environmentally conscious companies who
package their product in an enviro-friendly manner.

* Look for containers that can be reused or recycled, and buy
bulk whenever possible. For example: 1. The ‘‘PAR EX"* 1000
Ib. Bulk-Bags. These bags are durable, reusable, and there is
no need to dispose of several paper or poly-bags.

2. The closed system, micro-bulk unit offered by Ciba-Geigy
as the *‘Banner TurfPak’’. This unit ELIMINATES container
disposal and rinsate concerns. The Turf Pak offers an elec-
tronically controlled flow of material and holds 15 gallons.
When emptied, the TurfPak is returned and then refilled.

3. Products such as Riverdale *‘Dissolve’” herbicide, ‘‘Duosan
WSB™ fungicide by Grace Sierra, and *‘Turf-Mark’’, by Becker
Underwood, all come in water soluble packets. This allows for
minimal operator contact during mixing and minimal container

(cont’d. page 12)




