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As the days start to gradually get longer and the thought of
spring approaches, one's attention is drawn to attending the
GCSAA Convention which is being held in New Orleans, Feb.
10-17. Each year I am continually amazed by the number and
quality of educational opportunities available and by the amount
of turf related equipment that is on display. My hat is off to
the GCSAA staff for doing an excellent job of arranging and
co-ordinating this convention year after year. This year 20,000
people are expected to attend .

The MAGCS will again provide a hospitality room in the
Riverside Towers at the Headquarters Hotel on Feb. 14, 15 and
16th from 5-9 P.M. This gathering place provides an excellent
opportunity to meet new friends and to renew old acquaintances.
The room is sponsored by commercial members along with the
MAGCS and everyone is welcome. Commercial members who
help defray some of the cost will be honored with their name
on a wall plaque which will be displayed in the room.

Let's all give our support to MAGCS past president Bruce
Williams who is a candidate for the board of directors of the
GCSAA. Bruce is currently serving on the board of directors
for our national association and is seeking election for a two
year term. It gives me a feeling of pride to have a MAGCS
member serving on the board of directors for the GCSAA.

Good luck to our MAGCS chapter golf teams at the GCSAA
Tournament in Florida. The last time our chapter won the cham-
pionship was in 1989. Every year our team entries finish high
in the standings and our guys are well respected in the
tournament.

For MAGCS members who are unable to attend the conven-
tion in New Orleans I will try to give a brief summary of events
in one of my upcoming presidents messages. For those who are
planning to attend - have a safe trip.
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Editor's Column
by Fred Opperman

This issue of The Bull Sheet is being dedicated to Dr. Joseph
Duich who recently retired from the staff at Penn State Univer-
sity. I want to thank Dudley Smith for writing the various PSU
alumni and asking them to contribute to this special newsletter.

Dr. Joseph Duich
"The Legend at Penn State"

This guru of turf was born in 1928 and grew up in the small
steel town of Farrell, Pennsylvania, near the Ohio border. He
enlisted in the Marines right out of high school in 1946. After
a 2-year hitch with the service, he entered Penn State in 1948.
Somehow, while attending Penn State, he caught the eye of Burt
Musser, maybe with the help of Warren Bidwell. Somehow
Warren entered the picture and guided this young ex-marine
by pointing out the proper path to pursue: Joe graduated with
a BS degree in agronomy in 1952, continuing his studies under
Burt Musser and earning this Doctorate degree in 1957.

• SILVER LAKE COUNTRY CLUB
147/h and B2nd Ave. P.O. Box 497 Orland fbrk. IL 60462 708/349.6940 FAX 708/.149.6407

Dec 7. 1991

Dr Joseph M.Duich
Penn State Unlversi ty

Dear Joe.

Reflecting on our Musser days at school. I fondly remember
smoking your Prince Albert and using your desk in the basement
of Tyson to do my homework. You were out in the field for
many hours judging your B-27 Merion bluegrass. while I sat
and watched Judge Welch. Roy Cohn. and Sen. Joe McCarthy debate
on television.

Then you organi zed a two year prep school on campus. that
produced a flock of arrogant prima donnas. What backgrounJ
can a person get with only )2 weeks in Happy Valley?
Eight of my Silver Lake boys passed through the Ni ttany dorms.
A few won TUCOScholarships. but far more achievements were made
at the MY-a-MYand the Lions Den. All eight men are still
turf employed and speak of Duich. Waddington. and Watschke
wi th a reverence that makes me PENNSTATEPROUD!

Joe. I hope our paths cross many times so that I can argue
grass doesn' t grow at 1/8 inch on the golf course. the way
it does in the classroom.

Enjoy your retirement. and DON'T QUIT SMOKING!
We like you the way you are.

ott" ,,_.""

The 2 year Penn State Turf Management School was started
in 1957 with Burt Musser as the prinicipal instructor. Joe taught
some classes in 1957 and 1958 but did not take charge until
1959, when Burt Musser retired. That first graduating class in
1959 had 14 students. Since that time, over 1,100 students have
come through Tyson Building and had to respond to, "You tell
me, pal."

GCSAA
1617 ST. ANDREWS DRIVE LAWRENCE. KANSAS R60~~

Cl13.841-?::',10

Joe and his wife, Pat, have three children: Katherine, Robert
and Michael. Katherine's two children are Joe's only
grandchildren.

MICHAEL A. SAVIER. CGCS

Past President

lnvl!.ness Goll Club

102N. Roselle ACid
p,I.lln., 11111'101.600e7

Dear Dr. Dulch:

December 13, 1991

•

Dr. Duich has won all of the awards in the Turf Profession,
including the GCSAA Distinguished Service Award in 1976 and
the USGA Green Section Award in 1981. He is known as the
Father of Bentgrass. He created Penns tar Bluegrass in 1965,
Pennfine in 1970, Penneagle in 1975, and Pennlink in 1987.
Penncross was created by Burt Musser with the help of Joe.

In the Chicago area, the first greens seeded to Penncross were
ones that Dudley Smith seeded in 1962; and Dick Trevarthan
seeded the first 18-hole course in lllinois with Penncross in 1963.
This was the beginning of the end of stolonizing of greens.
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Well, I suppose a greeting of "Dear Joe" would hllve been
nicer. but 88 an ex-Marine, we show our respect.

About thirty years ago, thanks to my good fortune, Dr. James
Watson asked you to give me a chance to enroll at Penn State.
I was just a farm boy from Minnesota who was still wet behind the
ears and my boots were st ill dirty. Boy, you did scare me, maybe
impress might be a better term. No, bothl We only spoke briefly
during those two years, but what I learned will be with me forever.

Also, you suggested a summer placement with Warren Bidwell
would be a wise move. I was one of a few students that year who
said a sU1lllllerplacement would be fine. Thanks for the advice,
no regrets spending some time at Olympia Fields Country Club.

Joe, you then called some years later and asked me to speak
at your turf conference. My good friend, Dudley Smith and two
other friends were off driving to Penn State for one of your super
conferences. Were you surprised when I showed up wearing a tuxedo
for my speech, "Good Grooming is Good Spending"? Probably not,
because "anything goes" at Penn State.

During the time I have known you, you have always been helpful
with a word or two of wisdom•

Thanks again for instilling in me the pride of Penn State,
which is synonymous with Dr. Joe Duich. Enjoy your retirement!

Sincerely,

Mike Bavier



WE'RE -y,~lyl'
ON GROWIN~G

THE, B,EST
This is our 25th year in the sod business &

we put.all of our experience into producing the
best product possible. Our soil type is naturally
80-90%black sand. We currently have over 50
acres devoted to Penncross creeping bent sod
production(Also over 700 acres in "Executive
Blend" Bluegrass sod production). We deliver
all over the country and offer refrigerated
delivery whenever necessary. Our prices are
reasonable and, with literally hundreds of
satisfied customers, we're confident of our
quality.

So remember, the next time you think of
Penncross creeping bent sod, think of Huber
Ranch Sod Nursery, Inc.

[11-) HUBER RANCH
• SOD NURSERVi

AIIERICAN IOD PAOOUC:EJlS ASIOCIA1IDII

Rt. 41, Schneider, IN
1-800-553-0552 or (219)552-0552

IT!
Everything you need

for professional
turf management.

-Fertilizers -Control Products -Seed
-Irrigation -Equipment -Replacement Parts
-Golf Course Accessories -Safety Products
-SeIViceBrochures - Low Voltage Lighting

(800) 321-5325
Your Grovvth Partner

LESCO, Inc., 20005 Lake Rd., Rocky River,
Ohio 44116
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Dear Joe:
I want to wish you well as you embark on your "retirement"

career. When you find what this really means, please let me
know! I suspect that you, like me, will scarcely notice even a
slight change of pace - but that's the turfgrass industry as you •
so well know.

Our mutual mentor, Professor Burt Musser taught us many
things, and, although he was dedicated to the industry, he never
taught us that one did not ever walk away from turfgrass and
all the associated activities. But that's not all bad! Too few have
the opportunity to commingle their vocation and their avoca-
tion. Turfgrass gives one that opportunity.

As I am your senior, both as a Nittany Lion and chronological-
ly, I have the privilege of reflecting upon what your career has
meant to turfgrass.

When midnight of December 31, 1991 arrives, the book will
close on a program dating back to 1928 - sixty plus years ago!

In 1928 when President Ralph Hetzel, at the urging of Joe
Valentine and Marshall Farnham, directed a young energetic
legume breeder named H. Burton Musser to initiate a turfgrass
research program, I feel confident that none expected that pro-
gram to provide the grasses, the leadership, guidance and train-
ing that followed. Nor, the prestige that "Penn State" connotes
to the turfgrass industry worldwide.

Since 1959 you have carried that banner with honor, digni-
ty, dedication and vigor. Thank you! I recall so well Burt call-
ing one day in the early 50s and saying - "I think I've found
a good one"! He went on to outline your association with War-
ren Bidwell and your desire to enter graduate school. In another
few years we visited at one of the many turfgrass conferences
we both attended in those days. At that time he said, "I think" •
(Burt always thought or believed when it came to people pro-
jections - he was dogmatic only when he knew) ''I've found
the guy to take over when I retire. " By this time you and I were
friends and had been acquainted for some years. Of course, I
know of whom he spoke nevertheless, I said, "Burt why are
you so sure"; "well", he said, "he's a good worker, under-
stands the business, handles himself well and he's almost as stub-
born as I am." With that I agreed; and, still do!

To your credit, and to Burt's, when the reins changed hands
there was essentially no change in programs. It was an absolutely
smooth transition. Penncross was followed by Penneagle, Penn-
links, and Pennfine; the two-year program continued; and,
grew. Grew to the point where it has become the preferred pro-
gram, especially for those desiring a career as a golf course
superintendent. Your students are found worldwide. Their
respect for the training; guidance and discipline you instilled
is reflected in the high regard, respect, and esteem they hold
for you. Of all your contributions, I and many others, believe
this to be your most significant.

On a more personal note, I have enjoyed our friendship over
the years. Burt was right - you have done well - and will
continue to do so. I remember fondly our trip through Europe
and England in 1973. It was fun, entertaining and above all
educational. I still remember (shudder) when I think of our non-
air conditioned Paris hotel .•

Should like to wish for you and Pat continued good health,
happiness and success as you begin to wind down your illustrious
career. Take a little time for yourself and enjoy.

Sincerely,
James R. Watson
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• Many of the finest golf
courses in America are
fertilized with Milorganite .

• Non-burning, cost-effective,
turf fertilizer.

• 900/0 Water Insoluble
Nitrogen (W I.N.), slow
release nitrogen promotes
vigorous growth .

• Rich in organic iron - 4%
minimum guarana teed.

• Supplies humus and improves
water holding capabilities
of soils.

FREE LITERATURE
Forjurther illjimllatioll call

414-225-3333

• TREE TRANSPLANTING

• SPECIMEN LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

• CUSTOM-DIGGING

• TURF AND NURSERY FERTILIZERS

"The Big Tree Specialists"

1220 ARMSTRONG ST.• ALGONQUIN, IlUNOIS 60102

708 854-1495 • FAX 708 854-1497

4 Locations To Serve You:
Home Office: Lewla Equip., Inc. II PlIYllne Weat, Inc. PlIYllne South, Inc.
55 E. Palatine Rd. 5220 S. Route 31 225 N. Randall Rd. 1945 Bernice Rd.
Prospect His., Il 60070 Crystal lake, Il 60014 St. Charles, Il 60174 lansing, Il 60433

(708)537-6110 (815)459-4555 (708)584-8700 (708)474-7600

~I~~,~_'!.~J~~'~. ~~"'''''':<./''-"~-:1-~:~' "<~':~:'l\:~:').:,;,
It ...;. •. ~ •••.. : '.~- - .• :' :' .. ~".' ... ,...~.~

: ',' ' .. ,~::.~ ... ~-c\1. ': :;•..• ( :.. ",

Come in for a demo today on one
of these two fine pieces of turf
equipment. Call Avery Harris at
537-6110.

Lewis Equipment & America's Turf
Professionals Rely On

Howard Price 1260 ~&:~~":t~~~~ii&

Lewis Equipment Co. has known for years of
the high-quality, low-maintenance performance
delivered by Howard Price turf equipment and
Millcreek spreaders.

The Howard Price 1260 is a 40 hp 126" rotary
mower designed for high capacity rough mow-
ing. The Millcreek spreaders can handle all
types of spreadable material including the
dispersal of grass clippings.•
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PREFERRED BY PROFESSIONALS WORLDWIDE

Since 1930

Nels J. Johnson, Tree Experts, Inc.
Nels J. Johnson, Sr.

President

•

•

•

Karl G. Johnson
Vice President

A TRADITION
More than 60 years of
complete, dependable,

economical tree service.

Nels J. Johnson, Jr.
Vice President

Complete economical tree service for Private Estates,
Municipalities, Schools, Industrial Areas, Parks, Golf
Courses.
All phases of Arboriculture, Diagnosing, Pruning, Treating,
Transplanting, Fertilization, Hydraulic Spraying, Removals,
Stump Routing, Municipal Forestry, Chempotherapy for
elms, and other trees.

FULLY INSURED

MAIN OFFICE: 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, IL 60202

TELEPHONE: (708) 475-1877
FAX: (708) 475-0037

Hinsdale: (708) 325-0970

How eRA Helps Superintendents:
• Complete stock of irrigation supplies
• Water conservation analysis

& troubleshooting
• Assistance in pumping improvement

and pumping cost efficiency
• Drainage solutions
• Fountains. Aerators. Pump Management
• Improvements of energy-usage cost
• On-the-phone technical assistance

FREESO-Page Catalogl
1-800-347-4272

(CENTURY RAIN AIDJ
GOLF1S

IRRIGATION PROFESSIONALS
RAIN~8IRD.

Dear Fred,
What do ya mean, "please, a comment or two for the Bull

Sheet?" After what Joe Duich (especially), Don Waddington
and the Technicians at the Valentine Research Center have done
for all of us and, might I add, the game of golf and the turf-
grass management industry, you couldn't hold me back! I would
be delighted to assist the special issue, but at a cost. I would
like to have two copies! Assuming the price is not too great,
here we go. First the personal stuff.

I, like most everyone who ever graduated from Penn State
University, was in awe of Dr. Joseph M. Duich. That's why
we called him "god". Little did we know as we joked about
it, just how true it was! Dr. Duich truly is a giant in our in-
dustry. We all have a personal story and this is one of mine.

I was a common grunt worker at the Turf Plots one summer.
It was at a time in my life when I was trying to decide whether
I wanted to get married, graduate, begin making an honest liv-
ing or go onto graduate school. It was a turning point in my
life. Interestingly, both Dr. Duich and Dr. Waddington had an
affect on my decision.

A. Graduate school. Don Waddington was doing some
research on fertilizers, as I recall, for the Consumer's Report
magazine. They were trying to-figure out which fertilizers were
better for lawns than others. This truck shows up with all these
bags of fertilizers, Dr. Waddington set-up the plots, as I recall,
he or someone else applied the fertilizers, and then Don Wad-
dington went on a 46-day vacation. That left the grunt techni-
cians with having to mow the plots, collect the clippings, put
them in their numbered bags, dry them (in a controlled at-
mosphere), weigh the bags, record the numbers and, between
myself and others, type the numbers on IBM computer cards.
I didn't even type. After that exercise, that was it for graduate
school!

B. Making an honest living. Joe Duich was actually the fellow
who opened the door for me with the USGA. I trained to be
agolf course Superintendent, following in my father's footsteps.
Somewhere along the line, nearing graduation, Joe encourag-
ed me to interview for an opening as an Agronomist for the
USGA. In retrospect, I wonder whether he thought I would
make a better field agronomist for the USGA than a golf course
Superintendent? He has never answered the question. Obviously,
I chose the former ... now approaching 21 years ago.

C. My Duich story. Remember that I said I was a common
grunt summer worker on the Turf Plots? Well, I was out there
rouging a field when Dr. Duich came up behind me, and asked
what a certain patch of grass was. It was blue-green, had boat-
shaped tips and looked like Kentucky bluegrass, but wasn't. I
guessed Canada bluegrass and was right! Dodged a bullet from
"god. "

Dr. Duich shook his head, took a puff of his cigarette (never
exhaling) and asked, "Stanley, do you drink beer?" My reply
was, "Yes." Dr. Duich then said, "Let's have pizza and beer
for lunch." My response, "I'd love to, but I'm not 21 years
old." Dr. Duich said, "I didn't ask you how old you are, I
want to know if you would like pizza and beer for lunch. " We
went and enjoyed!

Thus, it was a memorable summer. I chose the USGA and
marriage over grad school.

(cont'd. page 7)
• Downers Grove,lL • 5379 Walnut Ave .• (708) 515-8555 • Fax (708) 515-1228
• Palatine, IL • 315A S. Hlclcs Rd .• (708) 705-6200 • Fax (708) 705-6204
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December 27, 1991

Dr. Duich pointed me to ajob with the USGA, and also was
an early contributor to my reputation of being a connoisseur
of fine food and drink.

Honestly, I could go on and on but I am sure space will not
allow much more. I will save room for others.

In closing, we all owe Penn State and the people who gave
us our education a tremendous debt of gratitude. Our educa-
tion at Penn State and the association with the people there no
doubt opened more doors for all of us than we could ever im-
agine. Thus, to a great extent, our education at Penn State gave
us the opportunities which have allowed us to become the suc-
cessful professionals in the turfgrass management industry that
a high percentage of graduates have become. I am sure if we
were educated elsewhere or had known less influential people,
we wouldn't be where we are today ... and neither would the
turfgrass industry.

It has been said (I think I said it) that the sun never sets on
grasses developed at Penn State. Neither does the sun set on
graduates of their Turfgrass Management Program. No one can
make this same boast. It is these people, who we call our friends
(and friends they are), who have set the standards and have also
developed the grass upon which the game of golf is played.

If that was their goal, they have succeeded.
This special issue of the Bull Sheet is just that, special. Come

to think of it, send me three copies!
Sincerely,

Stanley J. Zontek

Illinois Lawn Care and
Application Act Requires
Wash Water Containment
by January 1, 1992

The Solution To Your Solution

CONTACT: SMITH LAWN CARE
P.O. BOX 254
MENDOTA, IL 61342

NEW COMBINATION
IN SLOW RELEASE NITROGEN

The Portable Containment System:
A Common Sense Approach To Pesticide Containment.

•

•

WITH 7% WIN

15-1-10 FERTILIZER

Dr. J. M. Dulch, Prof. of Agronomy
Pennsy.lvenl11 Stllte UnIversIty
Depertment of Agronomy
UnIversIty Pllrk, Pll. 16802

D98r Dr. Dulch:

•

• Combines Benefits of Nutralene & Milorganite
• Organic Base
• Non Burning
• Low Salt Index
• For Turf & Ornamentals
• Uniform Release of Nitrogen
• 50jIb Bag Covers 7500 SQ. FT.
• Can Be Used Any Time - Spring - Summer - Fall

ALSO AVAILABLE: A 6-1-16 Fertilizer
With High Quality Sulphate of Potash

Call Us Today For Pricing!

LAKE-COOK SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
(A Division of Lake-Cook Farm Supply Co.)

Wauconda r::S1 Tinley Park
27310 W. Case Rd. ~ 6730 South St.
(708) 526-0007 @ (708) 532-4723

Conllretuilltlons on e brlll1ent cereer et Penn Stete end your leadershIp In developing
I OD's of turf mllnllllllrs for the llr98t !l8me of IJOlf.

With your university retIrement fast epprooching I would Just I ike to briefly say how
much you have m98nt to me professlonely llnd as II frIend the past 30 years

Without your teechlng, advlee llnd constructive critIcism I would not heve been as
successful lit reechlng my cereer IJOlIls.

lem hopIng thet with your retIrement you cen travel around the wor Id vIsiting your
former students so they ceo see you on theIr home grounds llnd extend to you personally theIr
epprecl11tlon. Get those IJOlf clubs out of the closet Joe llnd come on out to the mIdwest for some
IJOlf th1s summer.

Mr. Bert A. Getz, founder of the Merit Club, has given me permission to invIte you to
The MerIt Club's grllnd openIng the weekend of July 4, 1992. We wllnt you to have the pleasure
of teelnlllt up from your dense Penncross tees, strike II crisp iron shot from the upright
Penn8llQle flllrwlly.S end putt on the quick end true Penn links greens. As you wlllk down the
flllrwlly.S. glllnee to the rIght llnd left llnd enjoy the b98uty of eech hole as It Is frllmed by
prlllrias. magnlf1cent Illlturlll wetlends llnd nlltive mllture Oak end Hickory woodl11nds.

It would gIve me gr98t pl8llSure Introducing you to the Getz film Ily, Mr. Ed Oldfield,
PresIdent llnd the chllrter members thllt have been Invited for the fIrst year of pley here et the
Merit Club. I w111 be gettIng beck to you In the next few weeks to see if you cen mllke It to our
gr llnd open 1ng.

Onee ~ln Dr. Joe. thllnk you I Here's hoping end preyIng thllt God blesses you with mllny
h981thy retl~ent Y98rs thllt you ClIn spend with your wIfe, fllmtly llnd friends .

Slneerlyyours,

OsCllr L. M 11as , CGCS
( ClllSS of 1961)

32500 NORTH STATE ROUTE 21 • LIBERTYVILLE. ILLINOIS 60048 • TELEPHONE: (708) 918.8800
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THE PROFESSIONAL'S
PROFESSIONAL

DESIGN AND INSTALLATION OF LANDSCAPE ILLUMINATION

•
A DIVISION OF - STATIC ELECTRIC -3710 FAIRVIEW - DOWNERS GROVE, ILLINOIS 60515 - 708-852-2400

RANSOMES WINGED ROTARY MOWER 4151
IS

TURF TERRIFIC !

Engine 51 hp Kubota diesel Speed

Width of Cut 116" Mowing 0-7 mph
Tansport 0-14 mph

Drive Full 4-wheel drive Reverse 0-4 mph
Wing Control Independent hydraulic Deck Widths

control Front 61"
Mowing Height Right Wing 35"
Wing Deck 1" to 4 3/4" Left Wing 35" •Trim Deck 1" to 4 3/4" Dimensions

Transmission SunstrandM351Rossmotors (with tractor)

Traction Drive Hydrostatic wheel motors Height 52"
Width 118"
Length 116"

Tires Transport Width 61"
Front 23x 10.5-12 Fuel Capacity 15 gallonsRear 20x10-8

Weight 30001bs.

For more informal ion wrile 0( call--- ."".MIDVVEST
TURF & TRACTOR

11IIIII 1IIr 11IIIII

UPS Parts Dally
Call Our Toll-Free Parts Line:

1-800-397-0397
For Service Or Equipment Call:

1-708-301-8500
1-815-469-8500

ADDITIONAL STANDARD EQUIPMENT: Hinged rear hood, low oil light, operator present
system, hourmeter, fuel guage, PTO lever, steering assistance brake, engine temperature
gauge, alternator light, glow plug indicator, headlights, quick-removal belt cover, automatic
shut off in transport position, 5 anti-scalp rollers on center deck, energy absorbing wing
deck arms.

RANSOMES
BOB-CAr~

Schroeder's Nursery, Inc.

23379 W. Route 60 - Gravslake. Illinois 60030
Located on Route 60 between Rt. 12 (VOLO) & Rt. 83 (IVANHOE)

TREES • SHRUBS •
RICHARD A. SCHROEDER

DON VIRGENS
CARL DRAVIS

Specializing in Large Caliper Trees
We offer complete installation

TELEPHONE: 708-546-9444

EVERGREENS

•
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TED MATTSON
P.O. Box 1252

Palmer, Alaska 99645

Saturday 14 December 1991

Joseph Duich
Agronomy Department
Pennsylvania State University
State College, Pa.

Dear Joe:

Congratulations! Glad you are finally going to catch up
with the 'black sheep' of the industry. Now maybe we can go on
that deer hunt together. Perhaps you would rather come to Alaska
and let me put you to 'work' on my boat next fishing season or at
least give you a bird's eye view of some of the country.
Regardless, enjoy the fruits of your "retirement" Joe.

Best regards a 1ways,

~-

~ - ,~~-~-.---

"GREETINGS FROM ALASKA" ...•

Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents
of The Greater Chicago Metropolitan Area

Fred D. Opperman. Editor
810 Greenwood Avenue. Carpentersville. IL 60110

(708) 428.5009

Dear Dr. Duich,

Boy, it's scary to think that you are retiring. That means I'm
older than I'd like to think about. I can still recall walklng
into your class the first time and picking a front seat. That
was the last time I did that, after being asked a question that I
knew absol utel y nothing about and had no response for except a
dumb look on my face. I never sat in the front again but tried
to pick somewhere in the middle of the class and hide behind some
large body.

Having never worked on a golf course before coming to PSU, that
fi rst semester, all I did was listen. never commenting or debat-
ing with you (not a lot of good it would have done anyway); and
my grade that first semester showed my ignorance. What a way to
start off a turf career .

Then that first summer you arranged jobs for a group of us to go
and initiate Bob Williams at Bob O'Link Golf club with all of our
new knowledge. That summer of 1961 PSU was represented at Bob
O'Link by the following: George Druzisky. Ted Mattson, George
Leix, George Nichlas, Oscar Miles, and myself. plus, Bob had a
student from Iowa and one from Michigan State. Bob, never did
that again! I think the most students at one time from then on
was only two to three .

Joe. I have had a very rewarding life and career, and I must
contribute it to you and your guidance. You are so well know,
for all of your plant breeding and new varieties, but to me your
greatest accomplishment was the breeding of all those young
students you sent out into the world to learn to think for
themselves. How did we learn to do that? By asking you a
question and getting the reply. "You tell me, pal."

God bless you, Joe. and the very best to you and your family at
your new fork in the road of life.

Sincerel y,

Fred D. Opperman
Editor
Class of 1962
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Better tractor loader backhoes are here-
the Ford C Series.
• More powerful hydraulics with 6,000 pounds of
lift capacity and 12,000 pounds of breakout force .
• Deeper-digging backhoes with XTRA-VATORT

"

extendable dipperstick,
• Deluxe noise-absorbing cabs with dual entry/
exit, adjustable swing-around suspension seat, all-
around visibility and right-hand instrument console .
• Ford quality and service/parts backup.
Seethe rigs that are born to dig-today!I.'~J HUBER RANCH
• ~'~ POWER EOUIR;
c:IiIEI Rt. 41, Box 188, Schneider, IN
~ 1-800-553-0552
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WILBUR-ELLIS

10fAS TO GROW WITH@

YOUR
ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPLIANCE
COMPANY

WE DELIVER SERViCE .........
...CUSTOM RINSATE PAD DESIGNS
...WORKER RIGHT-TO-KNOW TRAINING
...SARA TIER II REPORTING

ASSISTANCE

WE ALSO DELIVER PRODUCTS ........
.......A COMPLETE LINE OF TURF & ORNAMENT AL

PLANT PROTECT ANTS, PLANT NUTRIENTS,
GRASS SEED, HERBICIDES, AND MORE!

.......FAST FREE DELIVERY WITHIN ~~ HOURS

SEE US AT OUR BOOTH IN NEW ORLEANS!
BOOTH #: 3463 & 3465

.JOHN MEYER OR .JOE WOLLNER
800-747-7400



Bent Sod That Fits
YourCourse
ToaTee!
from tee to
green ...

• PENNCROSS BENT SOD
• PENNLlNKS BENT SOD
• PENNEAGLE BENT SOD
• XL-l00 BLEND SOD
• A FULL LINE OF LANDSCAPE

SUPPLIES
Illinois' largest sad grower~.
Reach, Speed &Stability

Ford New Holland "Super Boom" skid-st---eer
loade.rs do more for vou:
* Reach - Loads cent....er of six-wheel dump.
* Speed - Fa..c;ter cycle t..ime..s, speed.s up

loaomq/unloadinq operattons.
* St..ability - Lonqer wheelbase with low

center of qravity.

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.

Orland Park, IL 60462
(708) 349-8430
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Subject: Retirement of Dr. Joseph Duich

Buffalograss! That is what I have to say about the upcoming
retirement of Dr. Joseph Duich.

My story takes roots in the Heartland at the Dudley Smith farm
system for aspiring golf course superintendents. The seeds of
a prestigious title (one which required a memorized correct
spelling prior to a diploma being awarded), monetary rewards
beyond imagination, and the dream of never having to change
another holecup again, naturally I looked to the east and The
Pennsylvania State University.

With help I found myself heading for Happy Valley--the Nittany dorms--
the home of Penncross, Penneagle, Pennfine, Pennlinks, Penn Futures,--
home of God ••. and at his right hand Dr. Joseph Duich. Well, those
were the impressions instilled into mp. by Chicagoland alumni.

Although selecting a seat in the front row for visual purposes,
it was my inner nature to become just one of the masses. MY
assimilation very successful even after my second season, it was one
brief moment on a sunny February morning that I stepped out of
shadows and into the light.

My apprehenflion to answer verbal classroom questions unless
absolutely certain still intact (the previously mentioned myth
having not yet been dispelled), it is with great pride and a personal
sense of graduation that I relate my answer to the following
question -- Name a heat and drought tolerant turfgrass plant that
is being researched and developed for golf course use?

AFTER SEVERAL INCORRECT ANSWERS FROM FELLOW CLASSMATES AND WHAT
SEEMED TO BE AN ETERNITY OF SILENCE (OFTEN A GOOD SIGN OF THE CLASS
UNDOING) I BLURTED OUT Buchloe dactyloides--Buffalograss! Another
moment of silence drew curious stares from fellow classmates and
from the professor a raised eyebrow, my only confirmation the
question had been correctly answered. The lectured continued ••.

Thank you Dr. Duich for the memories: the classroom meetings in
the Tyson building, warm sunny fall afternoons on the turf plots,
oxygenated mornings in the greenhouse, the courteous recognitions
at the GCSAA alumni breakfasts.

Thank you for the Education.

BEST WISHES FOR SUCCESS AND GOOD HEALTH IN YOUR UPCOMING RETIREMENT!

Sincerely,

Jay Druhan
Palos Hills Golf Course
Class of 1983

GCSAA

WILLIAM R. ROBERTS. CGCS
Vice Preslde"1

lochmoor Club

1011 Sunnlngdal. Orlwe

arM" Poln" Woodtl, lUehtgan 4823e

Noveaber 20, 1991

Dr. Joseph M. Duich
c/o Mr. Fred Oppenan

810 Greenwood Avenue
Carpenteraville, IL 60110

Dear Joe:

Soaewhere in your office there was/is a saall poster of a
"aule" with his front legs on one side of a fence and his
hind legs on the other side of the fence. The caption on the
poster is "You're doned if you do...and doned if you
don't." That poster, if you recall, was presented by so.e of
those "hotshots" froa the CIBBs of '75 including PIetsch,
Daley, Reid, lIillios, Hopko, Cooper, Laughridge, Alexander,
Kelley, Setzler, Rothenberg, Pakkala, and ayself.

I'a still not sure how to apply that particular senU.ent,
but I do know that the iapact you have had on the golf course
superintendent's profession hBB been and will continue to be
of aajor significance. It seeas to ae that your tiae and
teaching have proven to be even acre valuable as we all get
farther along and for that we are grateful. Enjoy your
"retireaent" although that tera see.s a bit incongruous when
related to Joe Duich.

Best wishes and thanks for everything.

Sincerely,

lIilliaaR. Roberts, CGCS
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