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President’s Message

Ray Schmitz

June was the fourth month in a row the average temperature
has been below normal. Other than being too dry it has been
a fairly easy year in which to grow decent turf for the golfers.
However, there has been much damage from the last three
storms that passed through the Chicago area mainly due to high
winds causing tree damage. If you have not been affected, feel
fortunate — Don Cross said that Skokie C.C. lost forty trees
in one storm. What ever happened to the fronts that used to
bring in a gentle summer rain shower?

The June MAGCS monthly meeting was a huge success and
the weather was perfect for the 144 golfers who tested the
Flossmoor Country Club layout. A fine steak dinner was serv-
ed to 156 people who attended the monthly meeting. Dr. Clark
Throssell did a great job with the educational portion of the
meeting and talked about Purdue University and its role in
educating future superintendents. I especially took interest when
the talk was focused on what is expected from superintendents
when they employ a recent graduate from one of these fine pro-
grams. Sponsors for the day were — Illinois Lawn and Equip-
ment, O.M. Scott Co., and Huber Ranch Sod and Equipment.
Without the generous sponsors at our monthly meetings costs
for the day would be prohibitative for many MAGCS members.

Recently in the mail I received the registration packet for the
GCSAA convention which will be held in Anaheim January
23-30, 1993. There are two things to remember when going
over this registration, first, the trade show opens on Thursday
and the banquet is on Saturday night. Secondly, the Superbowl
will be played on Sunday, Jan. 31st in nearby Pasadena. Hous-
ing reservations should be made early because rooms may
become scarce due the Superbowl.

I want to mention a special thank you to the Murphy family
of Lemont Paving for allowing the MAGCS to set up a hospitali-
ty tent on their property during the Western Open Golf Tour-
nament. I received many nice comments regarding the hospitali-
ty of both Lemont Paving and the MAGCS during the Western
Open Tournament.

Next MAGCS monthly meeting August 10th at Mt. Prospect
C.C., Fred Behnke will be our host. Hope to see you there.
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by Joel Purpur

What should I write about? Everyone is always talking about
the weather because it has such an influence on our job, but
what a year! A cold spring with several late frosts, (we had five
““last frosts”” in our log book), back to back months of record
drought followed by wind storms when it did rain. Keep the
rain it was not worth it. Even with all the messed up weather,
the courses I've seen in the Chicago area look pretty good con-
sidering. I think sometimes golfers take these conditions for
granted.

The other day after hearing enough complaints about slow
greens we took out the stimpmeter. No wonder! Hell, they on-
ly averaged 9 and a half feet! The USGA keeps talking about
raising cutting heights, slowing down green speeds, and
educating our members that this is the right thing to do. Do
you think they’ll buy it? They like faster greens and they get
what they want. We've seen it many times that if a reasonable
effort is not made to give them the desired results, they’ll simply
get someone that will.

Hey will someone please invent a mechanical rake that will
pick up and mulch branches too big to blow or mulch!? They'd
make millions, or at least thousands because I'd buy one. Maybe
I'd buy two because these wind storms only seem to occur at
3:00 p.m. the day before an 8:00 a.m. shotgun.

So far this year we've also had several fellow MAGCS
members pass away. Closest to me was Steve Crow, the 32 year
old superintendent of Briar Ridge Country Club. When I think
of Steve I think of a guy full of life who liked to laugh and have
a good time (Steve was the inventor of the Gauley River Nose
Slinky). I know Renny Jacobson, his best friend will especially
feel his loss. I always enjoyed Steve's company and still can’t
believe he is gone.

What is new with the MAGCS? The commercial members
continue to be represented at our board meetings to give views,
opinions and ideas from the other side of the fence. This has
been productive and will benefit our members as well. The com-
mercial members give a lot of financial support to the MAGCS
which benefits all of us so please keep that in mind when mak-
ing your purchases by supporting sponsors of meetings and
advertisers in the *“Bull Sheet”’.

Looking ahead we've pretty well firmed up next years meeting
sites and are looking for sites for 1994. If you would like to
host a meeting or would like to volunteer someone else, let us
know and you can work on your club officials later.

With the home stretch of summer right in front of us, you
know it’ll only be a short time until we can tell some goofy
stories about the Gauley River rafting trip in September. With
24 people going one can bet that something noteworthy is bound
to happen. Kind of gets the imagination going. Next is snow
skiing. If anyone’s game let me know because planning is under-
way. It won’t be long and we can put our jobs on cruise control
and let the good times roll!

U.S. Open Notebook

by Bob Maibusch, CGCS

Awesome! Incredible! Spectacular! Fantastic! There aren’t
enough adjectives to describe the golf course at Pebble Beach.

As a Father’s Day present to myself I decided to spend the
weekend at the U.S. Open. Having seen numerous pictures of
Pebble Beach, and watching the annual pro-am on television
in February I was excited in anticipation of finally seeing the
golf course. I arrived in Monterey on Friday afternoon and
didn’t have enough time to visit the Open that day, so I headed
over to Spanish Bay for the GCSAA reception, which was very
nice. I had the chance to walk the golf course at Spanish Bay
prior to the reception and I really enjoyed it. It is a links course
built on the sand dunes bordering the Pacific Ocean. I was in-
terested in seeing it after having read about its design and con-
struction, including the fact that it was seeded to all fescue
grasses, including the greens. The fescue greens appeared a little
bit shaggier than we would be accustomed to, and they had a
fair amount of poa annua in there, which I am sure is a constant
problem controlling, considering the amount of traffic that goes
through there and the slow recovery time of the fescues,
especially when cut short. Overall, it was a beautiful golf course
in very good condition.

On Saturday I arrived at Pebble Beach early, and had no pro-
blem getting a daily pass with my GCSAA card. I decided to
walk the golf course backwards so that I could enjoy the sights
without the crowds. It was awe inspiring to say the least. The
golf course was in fantastic condition (excluding the USGA
“‘enhanced’’ greens), with beautiful, close-cut ryegrass tees and
fairways, and thick roughs. For anyone who loves golf and in-
teresting golf courses, walking the holes that play along the
ocean borders on being almost a religious experience. Televi-
sion doesn’t do justice to the terrain and the effects of the ocean
breezes on this beautiful piece of property. I also realized how
lucky we are that this golf course was built in the early 1900’s.
With environmental regulation and the necessity for buffer
zones, etc., I don’t think that in this day and age a golf course
like this could ever be constructed on this site.

The remainder of Saturday and Sunday were spent enjoying
the golf course, and watching some great and not-so-great golf.
The wind on Sunday wreaked havoc with a lot of player’s games
and made for an interesting finish.

Of the four U.S. Opens that I have attended this was without
a doubt the most well run in every respect. The only exception
was that the USGA once again felt it was their obligation to
kill the greens. It was a shame to see all the obvious hard work
and dedication of the golf course superintendent and his staff

(cont’d. page 4)



Yes. washed Penncross creeping bent
and “Executive Blend" bluegrass sod has arrived
in the Midwest! This new innovation offers
many benefits:

® Eliminates traditional interface problems between
sod and the existing soil.

® Washed sod consistently roots down more rapidly
than conventional sod (typically 3" of root
growth in just 8 days).

® Will quickly establish into all soil types.

® Lower weight allows for shipping up to 50%
more per load

| CALL US FOR DETAILS! |

HUBER RANCH Sn-athAﬁ

SOD NURSERY:
800-553-0552 e (219)552-0552

Rt. 41 Schneider, IN

HAS IT!

Everything you need
for professional
turf management.

eFertilizers *Control Products *Seed
e[rrigation *Equipment *Replacement Parts
*Golf Course Accessories ®Safety Products
eService Brochures ® Low Voltage Lighting

(800) 321-5325
Your Growth Partner

LESCO, Inc., 20005 Lake Rd., RocKky River,
Ohio 44116

(U.S. Open cont’d.)

be tarnished because the USGA was determined to have the
greens run 10.5 on the Stimpmeter. and be as hard as concrete.
How they can insist, with a straight face, that this is for ‘“‘the
good of the game'’ is beyond me. I walked around the golf
course after play concluded on Sunday. and the wind. sun, low
cutting height, and lack of water on the predominantly poa an-
nua greens had taken its toll. It will be months before these
greens are back to normal. It baffles me that the USGA. a group
that does so many positive things (turf research funding, rules
regulation, etc.) for golf and could have a significant. positive
effect on attitudes about course conditions. continues to exer-
cise this kind of detrimental behavior at their U.S. Open sites.
While I am sure that they viewed the tournament as a huge suc-
cess because only two players finished under par, it is a pity
that they continue to act in a way that puts the golf course at
risk while reinforcing golfers attitudes that greens aren’t any
good unless they roll at least 10.

Oh, and while I'm on my soapbox, thank God we have Jack
Nicklaus around to take credit for the great condition of the golf
course. I'm sure he probably spent the last vear doing nothing
but watering localized dry spots and straightening traffic con-
trol ropes. Isn’t it comforting to know that we can rely on turf
management experts like Jack Nicklaus, Jim McKay. and Brent
Musburger to let 100 million viewers around the world know
why the golf course is in its present condition.

As I was leaving the area Sunday I took the time to walk
around Spyglass Hill. This golf course is another gem with the
first five holes overlooking the coastline, and the remainder,
that I saw, playing through the woods. It was also in great shape,
with an abundance of wildlife.

As dusk approached I jumped back in my rent-a-car, raced
back to San Jose, caught the red-eye back to Chicago arriving
at 5:00 a.m., and was back in my office by 6:00 a.m. All in
all, a great weekend. I even got back here in time to help setup
for the CDGA Pro-Junior tournament which our club hosted
that Monday. not exactly the U.S. Open, but enjoyable none
the less.

Now, my next goal is to get down to Augusta National in
April next year for the Masters. Anyone else interested?

Support the people
who make this
newsletter possible

Give them an order!




“So . . . you say you
need some trees,

custom transplanting,
or Bark Mulch?”

MNATURA

Milorganite

America’s

Y Organic
Fertilizer
® \any of the finest golf
courses in America are
W fertilized with Milorganite.
® Non-burning, cost-effective,
turf fertilizer.
® 90% Water Insoluble
Nitrogen (W.LN.), slow
release nitrogen promotes
vigorous growth.
® Rich in organic iron — 4%
minimum guaranateed.
® Supplies humus and improves
water holding capabilities
of soils.

= * Speciman Landscape Material
FREE LITERATURE Williamson Rl edoniclos i
Fur frrther information call NURSERV « Nursery Fertilizers
414-225-3333 & ASSOCIATES. INC ) % Fres Opnsernan, Soles Manenor

1220 Armstrong St. ® Algonquin, IL 60102 » 708-854-1495 » FAX 708-854-1497

SPEED ROLLER

® For everyday “tournament-condition”
greens without the stress.

B Eliminates need for “scalping” and
double cutting.

® Smoothes surface irregularities for
faster, more accurate putting.

® Stimpmeter readings increased up to
2.5 feet.

COMMERCIAL TURIF

SALES e SERVICE e CONTRACTING

o BRYAN WOOD 1-800-748-7497

VERTI-DRAIN ¢ SPEED ROLLER = AERA-VATOR * MASSEY FERGUSON * GREENSGROOMER ¢ VERTI-SEED
Authorized Distributor for Missouri, Kansas, lowa, Nebraska & Illinois




A Little Knowledge
is Dangerous

by Dave Behrman
Riverside Golf Club

In this time of increased environmental awareness we con-
tinue to echo the cry for environmental stewardship as a means
of policing our own industry before activist groups force legisla-
tion that will restrict our ability to maintain greenspace.

With this in mind there establishes a need to define what en-
vironmental stewardship entails. The first thought in mind is
the proper handling and application of fertilizers and pesticides.

But what constitutes proper handling?

I. Storage of materials in a self contained structure that is pro-
perly ventilated. has sump capacity for spill containment. is pro-
perly labeled. and has restricted access.

2. Wearing of protective clothing and respirators as specified
by the manufacturer when mixing or applying chemicals.

3. Measuring and mixing materials in containers marked and
specified for such use.

4. Filling and cleaning spray equipment on a rinsate collection
pad.

5. Rinsing and disposing of used containers according to label
directions.

What is proper application?

1. Properly identify a target pest in the case of fungicides and
insecticides, or proper assessment of soil and plant needs in fer-
tilizer application.

2. Applying material only to specific affected areas as oppos-
ed to the shotgun effect of treating large areas unnecessarily.
3. Calibration of equipment to insure materials are applied at
the recommended label rates.

4. Making applications udner proper field conditions, i.e. soil
moisture, wind speed. temperature

5. Monitoring of application sites concerning non-target
chemical contact whether that be plant or animal.

6. Keep accurate records of all pesticide and fungicide
applications.

The lists above are a short overview of what is entailed in
being effective in our concern for the environment. So, now
you ask, “*How does this lend itself to the title ‘A Little
Knowledge is Dangerous?” ™" It occurs to me that in our every-
day activities as turf managers we encounter countless members
of the public that solicit free advise from us concerning all
aspects of plant care. In this instance our transfer of knowledge
can be beneficial or a danger to ourselves and the environment.
Through our recommendations these individuals will embark
on activities that require the same concerns that I outlined
earlier. However, these individuals most likely are unaware of
the impact their actions may have on the environment. So as
environmental stewards in the 90's we must handle the transfer
of information with more care.

As a golf course superintendent it is a great public relations
tool to provide assistance to individuals concerning lawn care.

(cont’d. page 9)

An Environmental
Tradition

More than 60 years of
complete, dependable and
economical tree service.

Since 1930

Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.

Nels . Johnson, Jr. Karl G. Johnson
President Vice President

Complete, economical tree service for
Private Estates, Municipalities, Schools,
Industrial Areas, Parks & Golf Courses.

All phases of Arboriculture:
Consultation, Diagnosis, Removals, Pruning,
Stump Routing, Fertilization, Hydraulic
Spraying, Chemotherapy and Municipal Forestry.

Fully Insured
Main Office: 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, IL 60202

Telephone: (708) 475-1877
Fax: (708) 475-0037
Hinsdale: (708) 654-1877
Barrington: (708) 382-2777

GENTURY RAIN AID

GOLF'S
IRRIGATION PROFESSIONALS

RN BIRD.

PREFERRED BY PROFESSIONALS WORLDWIDE

How CRA Helps Superintendents:

o Complete stock of irrigation supplies
e Water conservation analysis
& troubleshooting
e Assistance in pumping improvement
and pumping cost efficiency
» Drainage solutions
e Fountains « Aerators ¢ Pump Management
e Improvements of energy-usage cost
e On-the-phone technical assistance

FREE 80-Page Catalog!
1-800-347-4272

* Downers C—‘;(;ve. IL » 5379 Walnut Ave. « (708) 515-8555 » Fax (708) 515-1228

| + Palatine, IL « 315A 5. Hicks Rd. « (708) 705-6200  Fox (708) 705-6204




THE PROFESSIONAL'S
SINGLE SOURCE - - Lake Shore Sand
— A Division of Construction Aggregales
e CHEMICALS -« ) _—_-=- Corporation of Michigan
SIGNAL Spray Colorant -
INCIDE-OUT Spray Tank Cleaner
TRUE BLUE Lake and Pond Dye DS 2150
DIRECT Drift Retardant TOPDRESSING SAND
BALANCE pH Adjuster
TEE-UP Ball Wash Wisconsin's USA Sieve MM %Retained
KNOCKDOWN Defoamer
PEN-A-TRATE Il Spreader/Activator Largest - & &
 ENVIRONMENTAL AND SAFETY o Topdressing 30 60 7
Sand 40 42 6.9
CHEMSORB?® GOGGLES . 50 30 273
SARANEX/TYVEK SUITS GLOVES suppller 60 25 23.2
BOOTS WASH STATIONS 70 21 245
CALL US FOR INFORMATION ON THESE PRODUCTS--AS WELL 100 A5 L
AS MANY OTHERS: 800-323-6280. 140 10 A
200 07 0
270 .05 .0
PAN
PREC SION Lake Shore Sand
LABORATORIES, INCORPORATED P.0.Box 1213
NorhBeosk, 1. 60058 Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201
(414) 271-0625

NEW COMBINATION
IN SLOW RELEASE NITROGEN

“':m:mite WITH 7% WIN
ilorgan
_“ 0

FERTLER

15-1-10 FERTILIZER

* Combines Benefitsof Nutralene & Milorganite
* Organic Base

* Non Burning

* Low Salt Index

* For Turf & Ornamentals

* Uniform Release of Nitrogen
* 50/1b Bag Covers 7500 SQ. F'T.

* Can Be Used Any Time - Spring - Summer - Fall

ALSO AVAILABLE: A 6-1-16 Fertilizer
With High Quality Sulphate of Potash

Call Us Today For Pricing!

LAKE-COOK SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
(A Division of Lake-Cook Farm Supply Co.)

Wauconda Tinley Park
27310 W, Case Rd. 6730 South St.

(708) 526-0007 (708) 532-4723




@) (708) 531-1181

MNational
Arbonist
Association

LINKS, LTD. ‘W INKLER'S TREE

Golf Course Maintenance Contractors

Specializing in Water Injection Cultivation 8 LANDSCA PI N G’ INC'

“A CUT ABOVE THE REST"

CURT ADAMS 9114 W. 140th St. Vince Winkler 1241 Morgan
(708) 403-3500 Orland Park, IL 60462 Certified Arborist LaGrange Park, IL 60525

RANSOMES WINGED ROTARY MOWER 4151

Engine 51 hp Kubota diesel Snpend
— - t - — | Aowing 0-7 mph
Width of Cut 1"
ot o .6 Tansport 0-14 mph
Drive | Full 4-wheel drive Reverse 0-4 mph
Wing Control Independent hydraulic becn Widths | il
control Front 61
Mowing Height Right Wing s
Wing Deck 1°to 4 34" Left Wing 5
Trim Deck 1"10 4 34 Dimensians [
Transmission Sunstrand M35/Ross motors | | (with tractor]
1 . - = = Heght 52
Trachon Dnve Hydrostatic wheel molors w'.ngn- 118
Langth 16
Tires Transpon Width 61
Front 23x105-12 e e I s
Pagr 20%10-8 Fue! Capacity | 15 gallens
L Weight 3000 lbs

For more information write or call

g glow plug indscalor, headiights
UPS Parts Dalily ok e R LR 9
Call Our Toll-Free Parts Line:

— 1-800-397-0397
MID WEST For Service Or Equipment Call: m

TURF & TRACTOR 1-708-301-8500

N WY 1-815-463-8500 BoB-car:

- o

Schroeder's Nursery, Inc.

TREES . SHRUBS . EVERGREENS
RICHARD A. SCHROEDER
CARL DRAVIS
Specializing in Large Caliper Trees
We offer complete stallation

TELEPHONE: 708—546-9444

23379 W, Route 60 — Gravslake. Hlinois 60030
Located on Route 60 between Rt 12 (VOLOY & Rt B3 (IVANHOE)




(Knowledge cont’d.)
In order to do this properly I follow these guidelines:

1. Base your recommendations only on the information you
deem reliable. Often this requires a site visit.

2. Put your recommendations along with any safety concerns
in writing. Don’t rely on someone else’s memory.

3: If an application of some type is involved recommend that
they hire a professional.

4. If the individual is a do-it-yourselfer, take the time to ex-
plain to them the concerns listed earlier.

5. Never put the tools of your trade (specialized chemicals) in
the hands of an amateur.

Now you may think this is taking things to extremes but in
reality we have already reached the extreme. Chemicals use is
an area that is greatly misunderstood by the general public. Peo-
ple’s perception of how professionals handle chemicals in the
work place and beyond will ultimately determine the future in
how or if the chemicals are used.

Credit: Illinois Turfgrass Update May/June ’92

Students: Give Them a Chance

by Tony Rzadzki
Cantigny Golf Club

For the past five seasons at the Cantigny Golf Club, I have
had the opportunity to work with five turf students. At first I
thought what a millstone. It’s hard enough to manage a Hispanic
crew besides throwing in one or two (book smart) Americans.

I was absolutely wrong. Over the years these students have
given me more reward than anxiety. They are here to work and
they are here to learn. Each one that has been here was going
to school and needed on the job training to fulfill their college
requirements, so they had to perform, and perform well.

What is nice about working with them, and why I do it, is
that they keep you sharp. They have an unquenchable in-
quisitiveness. They are aggressive because they know that their
time is short and they need to learn as much as possible. What
is really interesting is that you can learn from them as they learn
from you. They all have different personalities, as we all do,
and it challenges your management strategies and helps you to
develop within yourself.

What I have done over the years is to try to fuel their fire.
I expose them to all the facets of golf course operation. I teach
them to safely operate every machine we have. I currently have
a student that is a foreman for one of our nine hole courses.
I am letting him manage his course to let him know what is
expected now, and what will personally be expected of him in
the future when he has his own course to maintain. They can’t
learn it if they don’t do it.

I am proud to say that two former students of mine are cur-
rently assistant superintendents. I am sure that soon they will
be vying for superintendent jobs.

To me sharing knowledge is a small act that we can all per-
form. The benefits to others is enormous.

Ford Iron is h_ere!

Better tractor loader backhoes are here—

the Ford C Series.

@ More powerful hydraulics with 6,000 pounds of
lift capacity and 12,000 pounds of breakout force.
® Deeper-digging backhoes with XTRA-VATOR *
extendable dipperstick.

® Deluxe noise-absorbing cabs with dual entry/
exit, adjustable swing-around suspension seat, all-
around visibility and right-hand instrument console.
® Ford quality and service/parts backup.

See the rigs that are born to dig—today!

Rt. 41, Box 188, Schneider, IN
1-800-553-0552

FORD
NEW HOLLAND

WILBUR-ELLIS

I[DEAS TD GROW WITH®

YOUR
ENVIRONMENTAL

COMPLIANCE
COMPANY

WE DELIVER SERVICE.........

..CUSTOM RINSATE PAD DESIGNS

. WORKER RIGHT-TO-KNOW TRAINING

...SARA TIER ||l REPORTING
ASSISTANCE

WE ALSO DELIVER PRODUCTS........

.......A COMPLETE LINE OF TURF & ORNAMENTAL
PLANT PROTECTANTS, PLANT NUTRIENTS,
GRASS SEED, HERBICIDES, AND MORE!

.....FAST FREE DELIVERY WITHIN Pa HOURS

SEE US AT OUR BOOTH IN NEW ORLEANS!
BOOTH #: 3463 & 3465

JOHN MEYER or JOE WOLLNER
800-747-7400




Finally, Bent Sod With
Assured Compatibility

PENNCROSS GROWN
ON A FUMIGATED
USGA GREENS

MIX SOIL

H & E Sod Nursery provides you %
with Penncross' Bentgrass Sod that is &
grown on fumigated USGA Greens
Mix soils making this superior turf
totally compatible with golf course
greens anywhere in the country.

For more facts about all of the wop
goll course rls we provide: Penncross'™
PennLinks™ and Penneagle'™ Bentgrass
Sods. . .phone, fax, or write for a
FREE INFORMATION PACKET:
3900 West 16Tth Street,

Markham, 1L 60426,
Fax: TO8-596-2481.

Phone: 708-596-7200

Ford New Holland "Super Boom" skid-steer

loaders do more for vou:

* Reach - Loads center of six-wheel dump.

* Speed - Faster cvcle times, sbeeds up
loading/unloading operations.

* Stabilitv = Longer wheelbase with low
center of gravitv.

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.
Orland Park, IL 60462
(708) 349-8430
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In Your Garden
Blossom-End Rot on Tomatoes

by James A. Fizzell, Sr. Ext. Adviser
Horticulture

For weeks you have carefully tended your tomato plants and
are about to be rewarded with those delicious red beauties. But
what is happening to them? The bottoms are all brown and
shrunken. Blossom-end rot has struck again.

Cindy Garber. Summer Horticulturist with the University of
Illinois Cook County Extension Service in Rolling Meadows
says calls are beginning to come in from gardeners who are
having this unhappy experience.

Blossom-end rot of tomatoes is a non-infestious disease. That
means it is not caused by fungi or bacteria. It first appears as
a water-soaked area on the bottom of the tomato. The area
enlarges or the fruit grows. then dries and shrinks. and turns
black or brown in color. The affected area can involve half of
the fruit.

The main cause of the disease appears to be stresses that result
in a lack of calcium in the cell walls of the fruit. In some parts
of the country the problem can be alleviated by the addition of
lime, but here on our alkaline soils it doesn’t usually work.

Also your other garden crops may not need the extra calcium.
Fertilizer high in nitrogen seems to increase the problem, as
does an infrequent or an insufficient supply of water. The pro-
blem can occur during prolonged dry periods while the plant
is making vigorous growth: or after unusually abundant rains
followed by dry periods.

Certain varieties are more prone to the blossom-end rot. Also
the problem is more severe on staked plants and on pruned
plants.

Caging instead of staking reduces the problem and can in-
crease fruit production.

Other simple ways to help combat this problem are:

1. Grow tomatoes in a well-drained area.

2. Avoid excess use of fertilizer; apply fertilizer according

to a soil test.

3. Avoid close, deep cultivation once tomatoes are planted.

4. Maintain uniform soil moisture with irrigation and the use

of mulch around plants.

5. Grow resistant varieties.

Blossom-end rot is most severe on the first fruits, and later
pickings are often unaffected.

Courage isn’t a brilliant dash,

A daring deed in a moment’s flash;

It isn’t an instantaneous thing

Born of despair with a sudden spring.

But it’s something deep in the soul of man

That is working always to serve some plan.
— Edgar A. Guest




