(An Idol Feast cont'd.)

expense of career achievements. Coining a favorite phrase: They
stopped and smelled the roses along the way.

A dinner party with either of those two would be a lively af-
fair. Both could keep a party going into the wee hours of the
morning. Or, for that matter, well into the next day.

It wouldn’t be a dinner party without the best story telling
golfer, Slamming Sammy Snead. Not only can Snead spin yarns
about his playing experiences, but the West Virginian hillbilly
revels in telling ribald jokes. He might even touch lightly on
his entire career earnings of $620,000, compared to Tom Kite's
single event windfall of $625,000. So, put Snead beside Sanders
and Hagen.

To keep a bit of the game’s tradition intact, several men come
to mind that would fill the bill perfectly. They are Francis
Ouimet, Chick Evans, Old Tom Morris, and our modern day
red-headed, freckled faced Tom Watson.

Ouimet made history before my time as the first American
amateur to win a U. S. Open (1913). On the other hand, Chick
Evans, placed second in the 1914 National Open, at the
Midlothian Country Club, one stroke behind Walter Hagen.
Two years later (1916) he won both the National Open and the
National Amateur, and did it with a set of 7-hickory shaft clubs.

I had the personal thrill of playing a few holes with him in
1956, when I was the superintendent at Navajo Hills Golf Club
and he was doing an article on Public Golf Courses in the
Chicago area for the Chicago Sun-Times.f As I recall he was
66 years old at the time, and carded a 78, on postage stamp
greens averaging 3200 sq. ft. and a course he had never played.

Coming out of the caddie ranks around Chicago, he proved
that a wealthy, country-club background was not a prerequisite
for success. He helped establish the Evans Scholarship Fund,
which still helps educate Chicago area caddies today. A wonder-
ful warm person, a gentleman and a pioneer of the game.

And so, I'll have to give the nod to Evans over Ouimet.

Old Tom Morris could probably be cited as the real pioneer.
He won four British Opens in the early years of the champion-
ship. Tom Watson, the modern day Old Tom Morris, owns five
British Opens. Those three could then talk forever about the
oldest major championships, providing insight on the past and
present to their dinner partners.

That leaves two spots on the table and they would go to a
pari of slightly off-center characters. Characters that are
synonymous with golf, but their ‘‘specialized’’ part is rarely
mentioned in the highlights and commentaries of the many
P.G.A. events.

The first that come to mind is the late Fred Kruger, superinten-
dent (greenskeeper, in his day) at the Olympia Fields Country
club when I was initiated into the golf-related profession in 1928.
Digressing here momentarily, it was the year Johnny Farrell
won the U. S. Open at the Olympia Fields Country Club. Tied
with Bobby Jones at the end of 72 holes, they played a 36 hole
play-off which was won by one stroke by Farrell. The first-
place purse was $500. Can you fathom today’s pros playing
five days for such a paltry sum!

Getting back to my eleventh guest, he was in charge of 72
holes and some 700 odd acres. He performed miracles with the
maintenance mechanisms and ingredients available to Golf
Course Superintendents at that time. I shall be forever grateful
for the seed he planted in my life. (cont’d. page 22)
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(An Idol Feast cont’d.)

The last spot to be filled would go to my long time friend
and colleague, Warren Bidwell. Who was always available to
listen to problems and share some knowledge or solution to cor-
rect or arrest many turf situations. Today, Warren, in his semi-
retiring and twilight years, is still respected for his input and
thoughts to improve the playability of the game for the future,
and keeps in focus with fellow superintendents.

Fred and Warren would sit side-by-side. To discuss from
where they came to give not only the pros, but all golf en-
thusiasts the wonderful and immaculate groomed courses they
are privileged to play today.

There are many other golf celebrities deserving to be invited
to sit at this honored dinner party, but the cut was decided to
be 12. Sorry.

These are my selections. How about yours?
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