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President’s Message

by Bruce R. Williams, CGCS
President, MAGCS

I am pleased to report that the future is extremely bright for
our profession. It appears as though the basic principles of supp-
ly and demand apply. There are more opportunities in turfgrass
management than ever before. Golf course construction con-
tines at a quick pace in the Chicago area. The suburban core
is blanketed with numerous golf courses and the construction
zones are evident in the extremities of the collar counties. New
golf courses will need qualified individuals to manage them.
They will need qualified staffs. A number of new job oppor-
tunities will be provided.

The June 1990 issue of Money Magazine analyzed work in
the 90’s. One article discussed 15 fast-track careers. The arti-
cle stated *‘the hottest jobs in the next decade will fatten your
bank balance and enrich your life.”” While golf course
superintendent did not make the top fifteen list it was mention-
ed as one of the ten careers on the verge. It will become in-
creasing difficult to find qualified individuals that have the
education, training, skills, and experience to manage golf
courses in the 90’s.

An article in Golf Course News (June 1990) was titled Jobs
Galore For Grads. The author, Peter Blais, interviewed Pro-
fessors from four of the major turf programs associated with
golf course management. The programs now have 2 to 3 job
openings for every graduate they are producing. Have you ever
wondered why good assistants were hard to find? Once again
it is a case of supply and demand. There is a shortage of people
in the industry to fill specific positions with the proper
qualifications.

During the next few years, Golf Course Superintendents will
be taking on added responsibilities. We are already faced with
a massive list of environmental and regulatory issues. The
amount of time we devote to administration will increase rapidly.
Those who learn to delegate some of the responsibility will sur-
vive and excel. The rest are destined to incompetency and/or
job burn out. The future is bright for our profession and
remember there is always room at the top for those who excel.

Please note the new address and phone number
for the ‘‘Bull Sheet’’ in the column to the left.




Director’s Column

The Musser Foundation

The Musser Foundation is looking forward to the future. The
need to plan for the future is now. Let me pitch the Musser
group, but this time with a little background information.

The Foundation is into raising money to help students in the
final year of their doctorate degree in turfgrass management
or Agronomy. So what is the big deal? To my knowledge this
is the only group helping these people. But more important is
the need to get these people into the field. In the near future,
we are going to need people to replace the Dr. Daniels, the Dr.
Butlers and Ken Paynes. These people have already retired. The
Musser group is doing something to replace these people.

Over the last fifteen years the group has built a nice little cash
reserve. This has been accomplished by the help of many people.
Frank Dobie, the President now of the Musser group has held
a tournament at his club for fourteen years to raise money.
Superintendent groups from Oregon, Maryland, Michigan and
Minnesota have helped over the years.

Just this year the Midwest Golf Course Superintendents
Association made a nice donation. The Nor Am Company has
given the last couple of years. We are hoping to get more
associations and companies to contribute. I must also mention
the Tee to Green Company has been most generous over the
years. Thanks, of course, to Bill Rose.

So what is the point to all this? If we are to continue to give
scholarships like we have the last two years to the tune of two
for $6,000 and three for $4,000, we are going to need help.

Remember those blue tags I keep asking you to send me from
the Tee to Green group. Well, now is the time to go in your
seed room and take those blue tags off the seed bags. You can
send them or give them to Dudley Smith or me. You can find
our addresses in the roster books.

Your help is needed and it is for the future of turfgrass. Our
future.

Mike Bavier

P.S. Checks made to the Musser Foundation are acceptable, too.

‘“Summer Parade’’

Welcome Summer’s great parade,
Soak up Sunshine — hide in Shade.
Yes! Good Ole Summertime is here,
Thoughts go out to cold Beer,
Beautiful Morning’s, Breeze and Shade,
A little Mint in Your Lemonade.
Vacation time fever fills the air,
State Fair spirit everywhere.
How fortunate to be involved,
With Golfer’s and the Summer Crowd.
Kenneth R. Zanzig

Green Section
Great Lakes Region

United States
Golf Association®

Information, Please

by James M. Latham, Director
Great Lakes Region, USGA Green Section

American golf courses are better than ever and I can prove
it. If not. why does our office get more inquiries about sand
bunkers and bunker sands than anything other than new con-
struction. It seems paradoxical that course conditions can re-
main high when maintenance programs continue to be hampered
by pressure to reduce the use of pesticides, fertilizers and water.
Evidently. golf course superintendents have responded to the
pressures by working smarter than ever with the high quality
products which are available.

The pressures are not going to let up, though. Pesticide posting
laws are in force in some states now and some versions will
follow in others. There are other potential legalities regarding
pesticides which could hamper our means of communication
with golfers. A recent GAO publication evaluating EPA per-
formance listed the things that lawn service operators CAN-
NOT say about the products they apply to lawns:
® Any statement implying that a pesticide is recommended or
endorsed by any Federal Agency
® A true statement used in such a way that is false or may
mislead a customer.
® Claims about the safety of a pesticide or its ingredients such
as ‘safe’. ‘nonpoisonous’, ‘harmless’ or ‘nontoxic’ to humans
or pets, with or without phrase ““when used as directed.”’
¢ Non-numerical or comparative statements on product safe-
ty, such as ‘contains all natural ingredients’, ‘among the least
toxic chemicals known’ and ‘pollution approved.’
® ““Approved by’ any federal agency
® ‘Low in Toxicity', ‘will not harm beneficial insects’, ‘no
health hazard’ or ‘ecologically compatible’.

Just remember that EPA considers no pesticide safe since all
of them are supposed to kill or adversely affect the growth of
something.

To follow these guidelines, how would you answer Mr. and
Mrs. Golfer when they ask if the stuff being sprayed by the
Man From Mars is safe? What will they do when you hand them
a label or MSDS and stand mute? Will this satisfy their Right
to Know?

We have some information on this through the publications
by Watschke, Petrovic and Cohen, but we still do not have the
whole story. For example, we don’t know what becomes of
pesticides after they are applied to turf and run their course of
action. What are the products of their decomposition in soils?
In sands? Under aerobic or anaerobic conditions and at what
pH? Several years ago when Milwaukee began applying a

(cont’d. page 4)
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THE BLEND—Combination of 5
disease resistant cultivars chosen
on the basis of adaptability to a
variety of growing conditions.
SOIL TYPE—B820 irrigated acres of
sandy loam mineral soil.
ROOTING—Rapidestablishmentin
any soil type with less water.
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LESCO Has It!

Everything you need for
professional turf management.

e Fertilizers ¢ Equipment

e Plant Protection ® Replacement Parts

* Seed * Golf Course Accessories
e [rrigation e Safety Products

(800) 825-3726

—

LESCO, Inc., 20005 Lake Road, Rocky River, Ohio 44116 (216) 333-9250

Manufacturers, Formulators and Distributors
for the Green Industry.
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(Information Please cont’d.)

digested sludge to farmland a consulting engineer subjected some
of the treated soil to delicate testing for nonmetallic compounds.
He found none of the toxic organics he anticipated, but did see
the presence of some ‘‘unidentified compounds’’ which Might
Be Harmful. The bottom line was a recommendation that ap-
plication be suspended until further tests were conducted to iden-
tify the material and determine its toxicity. Of course, he would
do the testing (at a tidy fee) for a few years.

Charlatans abound whenever an emotional issue arises which
deals with unknown, potentially hazardous materials. These
folks are usually better speakers and writers than knowledgeable
scientists and do not have to prove anything. When faced with
data from University research, they simply say that it is tainted
by the influence of the antienvironmental agrichemical com-
bined. Period.

To cope with this kind of reaction and to provide factual in-
formation for those truly interested in environmental issues, the
USGA Executive Committee has charged the Research Com-
mittee, now headed by Dr. Mike Kenna, with another national
level research program. The 3-year project will develop infor-
mation to help us:
® Understand the effect of turfgrass pest management and fer-
tilization on water quality and the environment,
¢ Evaluate alternative pest control measures in Integrated Turf
Management Systems, and
® Determine the human, biological and environmental factors
that golf courses influence.

The proposed budget for 1991 is almost a million dollars,
with similar amounts planned for 1992 and 1993.

The intriguing thing about this project is that it seeks the un-
varnished truth. If our present practices are faulty, golf will have
to clean up its act and if not we will have full confidence in
any statement we make to Mr. and Mrs. Golfer or anyone else.
In addition to information gathering, a manual will be developed
by USGA and GCSAA staffs to provide consistent information
on integrated turfgrass management practices that ensure en-
vironmental quality, to be updated as field tested research results
become available. The program is not meant to cast doubt on
recent research efforts, but rather to expand the scope of
research and involve all areas of the country.

In the meantime, how are we to cope with accumulated grass
clippings, tree trimmings and the like? Will manure spreaders
(for clipping dispersal in roughs) become standard equipment
on golf courses?

Now that mudholes and swamps have been upgraded to pro-
tected wetlands, what shall we call the mosquitos?

We will need more and more information to stay current with
questions already asked and those which are to come. It comes
from research programs on state, regional and national levels
which must be supported by all individuals in golf as well as
organizations.

Local-level research is necessary to help us cope with pro-
blems unique to specific areas as well as those which can be
useful to a general audience. These programs need and deserve
the support of golf and golf course superintendents associations
within their sphere of influence. National level funding is more
difficult since we expect some sugar daddy to kick in enough

(cont’d. page 6)




chroeder's Nursery, Inc.

TREES . SHRUBS . EVERGREENS

RICHARD A. SCHROEDER
DON VIRGENS
CARL DRAVIS

Specializing in Large Caliper Trees
We offer complete installation
TELEPHONE: 708—546-9444

23379 W. Route 60 — Grayslake. Illinois 60030
Located on Route 60 between Rt. 12 (VOLO) & Rt. 83 (IVANHOE)

Nels J. Johnson, Tree Experts, Inc.

SINCE 1930
JAMES R. BURDETT W opombmel
= Nels J. Johnson, Jr. - Karl G. Johnson
. . Complete, economical tree service for Private Estates,
Grounds Ma"“e"ance sllppl]es Parks, Municipalities, Golf Courses, Cemeteries,

Schools, Industrial Areas.
All phases of Arboriculture, Diagnosing, Pruning, Treating,
Transplanting, Fertilization, Hydraulic and Mist Spraying.
Removals. Stump Routing. Municipal Forestry. Chemotherapy

Post Office Box 52 for elms, and other trees.
R * FULLY INSURED »
Y Lombard, lllinois 60148 Graduate -- Licensed Arborists
g - (708) 620-5558 MAIN OFFICE - 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, Illinois 60202
— . Car Phone 710-5656 Phones: GReenleaf 5-1877 - GR 5-5255

Hinsdale, lllinois - FA 5-0970

g par ex h

The Ex Stands For Excellence

Why the EX STANDS FOR EXCELLENCE
in professional turf care.

g —— e B .
\_—__%5 = — 1p [] Par Ex is the only professional [ Slower release makes Par Ex
= 7 m fertilizer line containing IBDU, products perfect for your Fall
undisputedly the finest slow Fertilization program.
release Nitrogen source in the [] Fewer applications are required,
world. labor costs are cut.
[J1BDU gives you the highest level of ] The salt index of IBDU is the lowest
WIN, or Water Insoluble Nitrogen. of all commonly used fertilizer
[]1BDU delivers all of its Nitrogen in materials.
a single growing season. [11BDU fights nitrate pollution
o % because very little Nitrogen is lost
[] The Nitrogren release rate of IBDU : o
is generally affected by only two through leaching or volatilization.
factors: soil moisture and granule [ Choose from over 60 different
size. product formulations.

Territory Manager
Thomas E. Skinner ng%’,ﬂg:;: I|'|_td

Keokuk, IA
319/524-8912 708/668-5537

L parex

The Ex Stands For Excellence
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(Information Please cont’d.)

for all of us. Perhaps this is the time for everyone to become
involved on a more personal basis.

The USGA Associates Program is a way to support this
research as well as other programs benefitting golf. Member-
ship is affordable to anyone, beginning at only $25. The
Associates are for everyone in golf, superintendents,
agronomists. sales people and researchers as well as golfers.
After all, our livelihood depends on the viability of golf as an
industry. The alternative is akin to those good ole days of weed
pickers in bib overalls or something equally depressing.

Micronutrients
A Critical Component in Plant Development

Why micronutrients? Because they are the key to triggering
most growth activity in plants. Without micronutrients as a
“‘sparkplug,”’ the enzyme system in plants would simply be an
inert mass of protein.

DISTRIBUTION

Once soil begins to support plant life, the top foot begins to
accumulate micronutrients in a slow, steady manner. How does
this occur? Accumulation is a result of a certain process:

First, plants grow and produce extensive root systems that
extract both micro- and macronutrients from a depth of several
feet, depending upon the kind of plant.

Second, extracted nutrients are routed to shoots and some are
retained in the roots as storage.

Third, the growth cycle is completed and plant residues are
returned to the soil (minus harvested portions).

RELATIVE CONCENTRATION IN PLANTS

Nutrient Compared to Mo
Molybdenum 1
Copper 100
Zinc 300
Manganese 1,000
Iron 2,000
Boron 2,000
Chlorine 3,000
Sulfur 30,000
Phosphorus 60,000
Magnesium 80,000
Calcium 125,000
Potassium 250,000
Nitrogen 1,000,000
Oxygen 30,000,000
Carbon 40,000,000
Hydrogen 60,000,000

Fourth, crop residues are converted to inorganic salts from
organic matter and ionization makes micronutrient cations sub-
ject to adsorption on the soil exchange complex where they are
immobile. This is the reason that recently leveled fields may
have micronutrient deficiencies.

Irrigation Engineering Co.
...SOUND ENGINEERING and QUALITY MATERIALS

Your Exclusive

Weather )!( matic

LAWN AND TURF IRRIGATION

Distributor

2612 S. 9TH AVE. » BROADVIEW, IL 60153
(708) 450-1400

lg(:nmmn )
ISHERIES

RICHMOND. ILLINOV/

T m

YOUR NORTHERN ILLINOIS
DISTRIBUTOR OF TRIPLOID
WHITE AMUR

¢ White Amur Now Available for
Biological Control of Nuisance Aquatic
Algae & Weeds.

¢ More Economical & Safer than
Chemicals

* Other Species of Fish also Available
for Stocking — Ask About Our
Complete Fish Management Services

8609 CLARK ROAD
RICHMOND, IL 60071
815-675-6545




Bent Sod That Fits S0...you Say

you need some trees
Your Course lated?

ToaTee!

from tee to

green. ..

* PENNCROSS BENT SOD

* PENNLINKS BENT SOD

e PENNEAGLE BENT SOD

e X1-100 BLEND SOD

e A FULL LINE OF LANDSCAPE
SUPPLIES

Illinois’ largest sod grower

m@. .

3900 West 167th Street,
Markham, IL 60426

708-596-7200°%

iz Assc_)cm‘res N ‘j * Fred Opperman, Sales Manager

W'“' . gpoclmn:l I..-lmlmp. Material
iniamson G T d e

. plantin
[NURSERV 1 . Numry-Fortﬁlzon

Rural Route 2, Box 26 » Hunlley, IL 60142 « 708 669-5353 » FAX 708 669-1013
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MIDWEST

TURF & TRACTOR

owan mou GRACEVSERRA

DISTR B : SEASON LONG
SEEE RS TURF & ORNAMENTAL FERTILIZER

|

® #24-6-11 An all purpose turf fertilizer with a balance

ﬁl PROMARK PRODUCTS of NPK for 5 to% mponlh feed

025-0-18 All purpose turf fertilizer with higher potash
levels for increased turf vigor will feed 5 to 6 months

@35-0-6 A high nitrogen turf fertilizer with ample
potassium to feed 5 to 6 months

@0-0-47 A coated potassium turf fertilizer for feeding
5 to 6 months

©15-12-13 A general purpose ornamental and flower
fertilizer that feeds for 5 to 6 months

020-10-5 Agriform pellets to feed trees and shrubs for
up to 2 years

016-8-12 Osmocote coated pellets plus micronutrients

VACUUMS for 8-9 month feeding for trees and shrubs
TO ORDER CALL:
Phone 708-301-8500 We have a lot (708) 537-2177 or FAX (708) 537-2199
Phone 815-469-8500 Ty ot 1 i you Arthur Clesen, Inc.

horticultural needs. 543 Diens Drive » Wheeling, IL 60090




A Note from Settlers Hill G.C.

by Dan Murray, CGCS

The warm and wet Winter made the clearing of the trees for
our next nine a tough job. Finally late this Spring after it had
dried up they were able to finish. After all the trees were haul-
ed off the site, the brush was chipped up. Then all stumps larger
than 12" were stumped out. The smaller stumps will be push-
ed out with the dozers during the dirt work. While the clearing
crew were finishing up we had the tree trimmers start. They
are in the process of pruning 200 trees 14’ or larger. All the
small branches will be chipped up with the larger ones cut to
fireplace length. I think I'll have enough firewood for quite a
few cold winters.

It was finally time to start moving dirt. We started with the
usual rounds of preconstruction meetings to meet the crews and
distribute keys. Laying out the course and staking the grading
work took two men about two weeks. In the process about for-
ty bundles of stakes were used. There was eight different col-
ors of ribbons used. I'm glad I wasn’t one of the operators who
had to dodge and decipher the stakes and ribbons. From up on
top of the hill looking down it looked like a colorful Porcupine.
Then came the fun part, making changes in the field. Tees were
moved, raised, or lowered as to save specimen trees. Bunkers
were twisted or shortened to make them fit in the available space.
It seemed like every time I went out in the field we had some

problem. Eventually all the stakes were put in place to
everyone's satisfaction so the dirt could be placed.

The next day the *‘iron’” started to arrive. There was bet-
ween four and five scrapers and three dozers moving dirt from
the mass grading. Most of the time it looked like a traffic cop
was needed on site. The first order of business was to strip all
topsoil in all cuts and fill areas. This was to ensure there was
adequate topsoil for respread. In some areas a 5 cut was made
in others a 8" fill was made. They were cutting one fairway
while filling on another tee, while respreading topsoil on
mounds in a different location. There was between 50,000 and
56,000 yards of dirt moved on the six holes where the mass
graders were working. The other three holes had the fill and
topsoil brought in by crews from the landfill.

The landfill crews had started moving dirt last fall so these
holes were finished first. These holes were where the three
smaller angle dozers worked shaping the greens, tees, bunkers
and mounds. The rain slowed down the moving of dirt but never
stopped it. It seemed whenever we needed the scrapers to move
fill or topsoil they were able to run. After the subgrade was
finished and the topsoil spread around the putting surface the
drain tile was put in. We used 4" perforated tile in a bed of
pea rock. There is also some 8'* and 12"" tile crossing the fair-
ways. If the Monsoon rains ever stop the mix will be spread
on the greens. Then we can get on with installing the irrigation
and preparing for seeding. More at a later date,

At Layne-Western, we know that
a reliable source of water is more
than just a well-built, efficient in-
stallation. It's also maintaining the
well and pump in their best
operating condition.

Our complete repair and main-
tenance services help guard against
costly breakdowns and quickly
solve problems that arise.

These services are especially
important during the irrigation
season when pump failure can be
critical.

Call Layne-Western for the
benefits of these services:

» Water & Pump Preventive Maintenance

Programs
» Service & Repair to all brands of pumps
* Sonar-Jet & Downhole TV Inspections
» Water Well Design & Construction
+ Pump Sales and Installation
+ Complete Parns Inventory
+ In-House Machine Shop
+ Emergency Repair Services

We're Layne-Western

We know how to keep your water supply
system running dependably year after year.

B
o

ayne -Western Company, Inc.
721 W, Illinois Avenue
AURORA, ILLINOIS 60506
708/897-6941
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WAUPACA MATERIALS, INC
1800) 5371796

FAX: (7T15) 258-8750

PRO

For the turf care industry, Kubota has designed a team of tough precision
mstruments that work hard, but provide maximum economy.

Powerful but economical Kubota Tractors. Mowers. Tillers. Box scrapers.
Front Loaders. Even mini-excavators.

For golf courses, athletic fields, parks, and even private residences, Kubota
equipment satisfies the most demanding standards

Kubota's versatile turf equipment works both independently, and with most
existing implements and attachments.

Standard features on many of our tractors include hydrosiatic transmission,
comfortable operator platforms, and Power steering, safety and noise reduction
features.

Add the operating economy special 1o

Kubota, and you have precision instruments K“ Bn'"

1o satisfy even the most exacting profes- ¥ , : -

sional. See the Kubota turf team today. No[hlng like it on earth.
‘mmp | HUBER RANCH

| II‘ SOD NURSERY:
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Schneider, IN 219/552-0552
IN 800-553-0552 e IL 800-553-0554
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Build your Pythium
control program
on a firm foundation.
Chipco Aliette

2P RHONE-POULENC AG COMPANY

P O. Box 12014, 2 T. W. Alexander Drive
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
919/549-2000




Midwest Association of Golf Course
Superintendents 1990 Membership
Survey Results — Coments

¢ [ think there should be more to promote local superintendents
for new jobs instead of as many out of state superintendents
getting local jobs.

® Please print the price of the meeting before the meeting
happens.

® Overall, I think the Midwest is an excellent Association. |
have met many fine people and learned a great deal. Unfor-
tunately, at my stage in my career, I don’t get to as many
meetings as I would like. I did however find time to speak at
a Midwest clinic in the past year, and was thankful for the op-
portunity. One small problem I see is that people who have not
been involved (i.e., as a director, etc.) have a difficult time
becoming involved. In the past couple years, I have seen peo-
ple from the floor nominated and elected instead of new people
seeking their first office being elected. The people from *‘the
floor’” are some of the same people who have held office before.
That is discouraging for someone who has been encouraged to
seek office and *‘become involved.’’

® Just a short note in reference to letting it all hang out as stated
in survey question #44. I feel the MAGCS is a great organiza-
tion and that there is a lot of great people in our organization.
However, what really frustrated me the past couple of year is
to go through job interviews and feel I did well only to find
that another fellow with no superintendent experience has once
again beaten me out. I've been a superintendent over 10 years,
have a good track record and take a lot of pride in my work.
What drives me nuts is that 100% of the time the other guy
got the job because of who he knew or because he was from
a C.C. and somebody knew somebody else. I look forward to
the day when a superintendent is hired for what he knows and
how well he does his job instead of being part of a cliche or
how many people he knows. In the meantime, I'll continue to
bust my rear wherever I'm at because I know my best adver-
tisement is the condition of my own course, and because I love
what I do. I appreciate the chance to blow off some steam.
e Let's not get too fancy. Remember we are only a GCSAA
chapter. Problems with sites for golfing season meetings:

Too many peddlers or free loaders.

Too large a group.

Many clubs do not want to open on Mondays or require
up to $7.500 up front to open the door. On other days, the
memberships do not want to give up their golf course.
® More questions:

What other benefits do superintendents receive?

More specific salary levels.

How many rounds does your club get?

b How many days a week do you work? Hours?

Yo Keep golf meetings fun, simple, cheap (reasonable).
® Change the name of the Bull Sheet so we can be recognized
at the National Convention!
® Question #9 should ask whether the club provides a pension
plan. Also include benefits such as:

What type of vehicle?

Clothing?

Housing?

Pd. family health & dental?
(cont’d. page 15)
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NEW COMBINATION
IN SLOW RELEASE NITROGEN

Wiorgankts  WITH 7% WIN
15-1-10 FERTILIZER

* Combines Benefitsof Nutralene & Milorganite
* Organic Base

* Non Burning

* Low Salt Index

* For Turf & Ornamentals

* Uniform Release of Nitrogen
* 50/1b Bag Covers 7500 SQ. FT.

* Can Be Used Any Time - Spring - Summer - Fall

ALSO AVAILABLE: A 6-1-18 Fertilizer
With High Quality Sulphate of Potash

Call Us Today For Pricing!

LAKE-COOK SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
(A Division of Lake-Cook Farm Supply Co.)

Wauconda Tinley Park

@ 6730 South St.
(708) 526-0007 ®

27310 W. Case Rd.
(708) 532-4723

1" MAX-FLOW HOSE NOZZLES ARE
MADE FOR GOLF COURSE USE AT
PRESSURES FROM 40 to 125 PSI.

DESIGNED FOR MAXIMUM GPM FROM FULL
CONE TO FULL STREAM. PRODUCES SMALL
DROPLETS AT ALL SETTINGS THAT WILL NOT
MAT BENT GRASS OR DISLODGE GRASS SEED.
GRADUAL SHUT-OFF, NO WATER HAMMER.
GUARANTEED TO BE THE BEST NOZZLE YOU'VE
EVER USED OR 100% REFUND.

PRICE, $36.80, INCLUDES UPS DELIVERY.

FRANK D. SMITH & ASSOCIATES, INC.
PO. BOX 517, PALATINE, ILLINOIS 60078 (708) 359-4571




