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President's Message
by Bruce R. Williams, CGCS

President, MAGCS
Our membership has spoken and your Board has heard you,

loud and clear. Our recent MAGCS Survey gave the Class A
and B members of our association an opportunity to present their
views on the current state of the association. Your Board values
this input and will develop our mid-range and long range plans
based on the feedback we have gotten. About half of those
receiving the survey returned them. In terms of statistical
analysis this is a very relevant response. In addition to the multi-
ple choice questions in the survey we left space for additional
comments. A summary of those comments was printed in last
month's Bull Sheet. I feel as though it would be appropriate
to respond to some of the comments at this time.

Employment relations is an area in which we will never be
able to make everyone happy. Unfortunately there is only one
person who eventually is hired by a golf course after going
through a list of many candidates and a handful of interviewees.
The procedure by which a club chooses to select a Superinten-
dent is up to each club and we, as an association, can only give
the clubs guidelines on hiring Superintendents. We cannot force
clubs to use our mailing service on job openings but we make
every effort to provide that service to each golf course. Another
sore spot with our members is the hiring of "outsiders" for
Chicago area jobs. Upon close investigation there are really a
small number of native Chicagoans in the ranks of the MAGCS.
Most of our members have migrated here from other parts in
the country at an earlier time in their career. Likewise we all
have the freedom to relocate to any other spot in the country
should we choose to do so. It is not surprising that many job
applicants come from outside our area. After all, collectively
we have the best maintained golf courses and quality of
Superintendents in the country. Is it any wonder why someone
would not want to be a part of that?

The Arrangements Committee, led by Dennis Wilson, has
us in a position that we are now scheduling meetings for the
1991 calendar year. Our survey indicated that almost 50 % of
our members would consider hosting a meeting of the MAGCS
in the future. Dennis is more than happy to make arrangements
with any club. We try to have a good mix of private & public
courses with a good geographical spread. While the cost of our
meetings has risen over the past decade, we feel that the costs
are in line for what we offer. When you consider that you receive
lunch, golf, carts, drinks, hors d'oeuvres, dinner, prizes and
education at a cost that ranges from $45 to $55 our meetings
are indeed a bargain. Our survey indicated that the quality of
our meetings has been good and the prices have been fair and
reasonable. Without the generosity of our commercial sponsors
we could not provide you with the type of meetings we have
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at the cost you are currently paying. Thanks to Dennis and all
of our great sponsors.

Several members responded that they were pleased to see a
greater involvement in the association by more of our members .
As your President, I have put a large emphasis on member in-
volvement in our committee system. Each committee is now
made up of a handful of members that do not serve on the board
of our association. Each committee is chaired by one of our
board members. The committees have met on several occasions
giving direction to the MAGCS Board of Directors. We have
established a broader base for running our association. At the
same time we are able to develop other individuals for leader-
ship roles in the association. This is very important when it
comes to election time each year.

Due to the limitation of space a survey can only ask so many
questions. Several members asked if we could include specific
questions about fungicide & fertility programs in the future. I
feel that the appropriate vehicle for the collection and dissemina-
tion of that information should be the new bulletin board ser-
vice "Turf talk" which is being developed by Russ Fink, Supt.
at Tamarack Golf Club. While it is hard to compare budgets
of clubs, likewise it is difficult to compare fertility or fungicide
programs. By submitting information to "Turftalk", each in-
dividual could pick and choose the data he requires for com-
parision. In this way you can compare courses in your own
geographic location, club type (public or private), and level of
conditioning required.

The level of education offerings is at an all-time high for the
MAGCS. Don Cross has worked diligently with Joel Purpur
to provide superb speakers and seminars for our association.
Our survey showed that the members recognize the importance
of our educational sessions. We know that it is difficult to have
a full hour of speakers during the stress months so we have
modified our speaker schedule and are offering a beefed-up
educational offering in the off-season. I am confident that Don
and Joel will continue to bring us a high quality educational
program throughout the year.

The most gratifying portion of the comments from our survey
was the positive criticism and kind compliments offered by our
members. The following terms come to mind: "excellent
association", "I'm proud to be a member", "great organiza-
tion", "keep up the good work", "very nicely done", and
"super association". Your board appreciates all of the com-
ments that we received. We hear you loud and clear.

"Summer Specials"
Western Open - U. S. Open - hard to beat,

June's De Luxe Golfing Treat.
Oh Yes, Dudley Smith had a Big Surprise,

Friend's helped punch 60 between the eyes.
As Fourth of July Skyrockets fill the air,

July Greets Us with It's usual Flare .
Soon August will add It's Summer Appeal,

Need a Vacation? How do You feel?
What a challenge each Summer provides,

Reassuring, "There is no free ride."
Kenneth R. Zanzig
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Director's Column

It's hard to believe that after a couple more weeks of "The
Dog Days", it should be smooth sailing and another season
under our belts. Hopefully everyone took some time to smell
the roses.

I think our profession of Golf Course Management has a great
future because of the increasing number of courses with a shor-
tage of turf graduates. I remember seeing about ten openings
for assistants last spring. Even though the demands and stan-
dards for golf course maintenance are very high, salaries are
also on the increase.

It's already been almost three years since coming to River
Forest Country club where Ed Stewart retired after being
Superintendent for over 35 years! I feel extremely lucky with
my situation here. I've seen situations similar to mine where
either the retiring Super won't let go of the reins, or won't give
any input what so ever. Ed and Gene Stewart only give good
constructive criticism. I can tell when it's coming when Ed says,
"Just a suggestion ... " , or "Question?" . Ed and Gene will be
moving this year to Lake Wildwood, down around Peoria.

Ed was President of the MAGCS for two years in the late
50's, and also ran for office of the GCSAA. Myself and the
MAGCS wishes the Stewarts the best of luck, you'll be greatly
missed.

Joel Purpur, Supt.
River Forest Country Club

Gene and Ed Stewart
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Measurable Increases in Fairway
Bentgrass Populations Associated with

Lightweight Mowing
Randy Kane, U of I/CDGA Turfgrass Advisor •

Dave Ward, Supt., Olympia Fields CC
Randy Wahler, Supt., Knollwood Club

Since the late 1970's and early 80's, increased attention has
been focused on maintenance practices to improve manageabili-
ty, playability, and aesthetics of fairways. These newer manage-
ment strategies, the cornerstone of which is "1ightweight" mow-
ing, not only increases the quality of the playing surface, but
also appears to favor bentgrass competitiveness over Poa an-
nua. Dramatic increases in percentages of bentgrass in fairways
have been reported after only one or two seasons of lightweight
mowing.

Much discussion and experimentation among area super-
intendents has insued, especially in regard to: which types
of mowers should be used; whether to collect clippings; timing
and amounts of irrigation, fertilization, and aerification; use and
abuse of growth retardants; and other issues that may impact
Poa annua survival, seed production, and competitiveness with
the desired bentgrass.

The consensus at this time is that you can indeed see increases
in bentgrass with changes in management. But how much of
an increase in bentgrass can you get? And, how soon can you
get it? In order to try to answer these two questions, we began
a study in early 1986 to measure increases in bentgrass popula-
tions in fairways that were previously mowed in gang mowers, .
but were subsequently mowed with lighter weight units (triplex •
or pentaplex),
Methods

Two Chicago-area country clubs were chosen where mixtures
of bentgrass and Poa annua were indigenous in fairways, and
where superintendents had recently (1983-86) introduced
lightweight mowing and other management strategies to reduce
Poa competition. Also, the clubs were selected to represent two
different environmental and geographical areas.

To the north lies the Knollwood Club in Lake Forest, which
is near the lake shore and exposed to cooler temperatures at
various times of the year, At Knollwood, superintendent Ran-
dy Wahler has converted a number of fairways using Roundup,
and has been on lightweight mowing of all fairways since 1983
or '84 (Jake HF-5's). Certain fairways at Knollwood have
received treatments of Cutless and TGR as well.

On the south side, superintendent Dave Ward then at Ravisloe
CC began lightweight mowing of fairways (GM 3's) on par 3s
and decks in 1982. He added a few full fairways in 1984 and
all fairways were used on the fairways during the study, as well
as little or no N.

Two separate methods were used to assess the increase in ben-
tgrass in fairways over the next two seasons. First, a visual
assessment of percentage bent vs. Poa was made on large scale
areas of fairways. Several candidate fairways were selected at
each club, than % bent was estimated on rectangular segments
(plots) of fairway delineated by sprinkler head locations. Most •
plots were 6-8000 sq. ft. Ratings were made in spring of '86
and again in spring of ' 88.

The second method used was to map and measure individual
patches of bentgrass within certain defined, relatively small plot

(cont'd. page 6)

• Equipment
• Replacement Parts
• Golf Course Accessories
• Safety Products

(800) 825-3726

LESCO Has It!
Everything you need for

professional turf management.

• Fertilizers
• Plant Protection
• Seed
• Irrigation
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23379 W. Route 60 - Grayslake. lIIinois 60030
Located on Route 60 between Rt. 12 (VOLO) & Rt. 83 (IVANHOE)

Nursery, Inc.• Schroeder's
TREES • SHRUBS •

RICHARD A. SCHROEDER
DON VIRGENS
CARL DRAVIS

Specializing in Large Caliper Trees
We offer complete installation

TELEPHONE: 708-546-9444

EVERGREENS

It~II:Fo~~
Why the EX STANDS FOR EXCELLENCE

in professional turf care.

•

JAMES R. BURDETT
Grounds Maintenance Supplies

Post Office Box 52
Lombard, Illinois 60148

(708) 620-5558
Car Phone 710-5656

Nels J. Johnson, Tree Experts, Inc.
SINCE 1930

Nels J. Johnson, Sr.
Nels J. Johnson, Jr. Karl G. Johnson

Complete, economical tree service for Private Estates,
Parks, Municipalities, Golf Courses, Cemeteries,

Schools, Industrial Areas.
All phases of Arboriculture, Diagnosing, Pruning, Treating,
Transplanting, Fertilization, Hydraulic and Mist Spraying.
Removals. Stump Routing. Municipal Forestry. Chemotherapy
for elms, and other trees.

• FULL Y INSURED •
Graduate n Licensed Arborists

MAIN OFFICE - 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, Illinois 60202
Phones: GReenleaf 5-1877 - GR 5-5255

Hinsdale. Illinois - FA 5-0970

•
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o Par Ex is the only professional
fertilizer line containing ISOU,
undisputedly the finest slow
release Nitrogen source in the
world.

o ISOU gives you the highest level of
WIN, or Water Insoluble Nitrogen.

o ISOU delivers all of its Nitrogen in
a single growing season.

oThe Nitrogren release rate of ISOU
is generally affected by only two
factors: soil moisture and granule
size.

Territory Manager
Thomas E. Skinner

Keokuk,lA
319/524-8912

o Slower release makes Par Ex
products perfect for your Fall
Fertilization program.

o Fewer applications are required,
labor costs are cut.

o The salt index of ISOU is the lowest
of all commonly used fertilizef
materials.

o ISOU fights nitrate pollution
because very little Nitrogen is lost
through leaching or volatilization.

o Choose from over 60 different
product formulations.

Turf Products Ltd.
West Chicago, IL

708/668-5537
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SAVE BIG GREEN
ON EVERGREEN

• Cover is impervious to
water

• Resists rot and mildew
• No oyerlap marks ~ue to

one-piece constructIOn .

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.

Orland Park, IL 60462
(312) 349-8430

EVERGREEN

TO ORDER CALL

• 12 ft x 50 ft
.24 ft x 50 ft
.48 ft x 60 ft
.60 ft x 90 ft
• 72 ft x 90 ft
• 84 ft x 110 ft
• Custom Sizes Available

WACKER

Arthur Clesen, Inc.
543 Diens Drive. Wheeling. IL 60090
(708) 537-2177 FAX (708) 537-2199

prot~::.~;~::~:.8@
Quality Greens Cover Protects And Promotes

Growth

Wacker PT2A centrifugal trash pump with
2" intake/discharge, 5 hp engine and 235
gpm capacity. Other sizes available.

Patented weave construction allows cover to "breathe."

Minimizes risk from high temperatures. Retains neces-
sary warmth for early plant growth.

Evergreen is 85% transparent allowing grass to receive
enough sunlight to survIVe winter cold.

Standard Sizes Special Evergreen Features

~

_I

,I

I

BRUSH CHIPPER

Phone 708-301-8500
Phone 815-469-8500

VACUUMS

[;1l. PROMARK PRODUCTS

...
MIDWEST
TURF & TRACTOR....,-

STUMP GRINDERS

DISTRIBUTORS FOR:

from tee to
green ...

• PENNCROSS BENT SOD
• PENNlINKS BENT SOD
• PENNEAGLE BENT SOD
• XL-100 BLEND SOD
• A FULL LINE OF LANDSCAPE

SUPPLIES

3900 West 167th. Street,
Markham, IL 60426 '

708-596-7200

Illinois' largest sod grower

1ILr~

Bent Sod That Fits
• Your Course

ToaTee!

•

•
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TABLE 2. Breakdown of Fairway Ratings - selected fairways at Ravisloe CC.

Percent Bent.iu~ss - Visual Patings _

(Lightweight Mowing cont'd.)

___ ~_F ..;drwav ___ ____ "16 F3i~ _ -- ____ li'2-LiLj_L.~ - --

- -- ,'36 ~ ~' 56 ~ L..:.L=. ...2..!? ~ ~
.1 r:- 42 62 ...20 37 S5 016 55 67 I -
- 3 72 07 I 5 57 95 +28 67 80 1 Cl- 55 60 S 52 75 >l 3 67 82 I 5

6': :>0 18 62 .::':: .. 20 E.=:', 0 ".J 3
.. il2 •. ~ S 0

" ; c ....£2_ -- I.? ., -"_'-2--
.00 '" ? ? 57 79 -- ~3 -;-:;

•
than other fairways areas. Some areas more than doubled in
bentgrass coverage, up to as much as 90% bentgrass.

Note that as percent bent increased over time and patches ex-
panded, the number of patches measured decreased, since many
patches grew together ("coalesced"). Of note also is the plot
that did not have a large increase in bentgrass (Knoll wood 16a),
but did increase in perennial rye as Poa annua populations
decreased. The increase in ryegrass observed here may be
related to use of Cutless and TGR growth retardants, which have
no inhibitory effect on perennial rye.
TABLE 4. Small Plot - Individual Bentgrass Patch Measurements:

cerltgr3ss popul-3ti~ns

-turn = "_~e e;-:::1 cf f.3.~r',Ja'; "t'Jl-nal'o'J:-,-j" I

~~e~~_ :: :: 3~~~~:~:~~~~;~:::.~r ::1ecrease i n ~bzerved

TABL~ 3. Breakdown of Fairway RatIngs - selected faIrways Knollwood Club ..
Percent 8entgrass

Q (II of patches)b

#11 Fairwav #16 Fairwav --- #18 Fairwav

si te '86 .:.M. ~c: •86 .:.M. %...-.:..L::. ~ .:.M. %...-.:..L::.
turr.- 53 75 +.22 55 67 +12 53 70 + 17
2-3 67 75 + 8 50 70 +20 73 80 + 7
.... - .5 70 70 + 0 57 50 .. 7 65 75 +10
6-7 70 60 -10 65 80 +15 63 75 +l~
3-9 67 70 + 3 67 80 +13 62 80 + 18
10-11 57 70 +13 60 60 + 0 57 70 +13
r.:1ecj..b ~ .2L !.....2 .....:z.:L .....22- ~ ~ ....22.... :!:..!2

68 74 +06 62 69 65 78 ..13

b numbers in parentheses are the number of pa tches in each surveyed area.

a Percent surface area covered by bent patChes within a defined plot area.

c: this plot contaminated by increasing amount of ryegrass - percent of poa
annua in plot decreased more dramatically than data indicates ...

~l-ea
21.2ft2

16.3 ft'"
47.6 ft'"
28.0 ft~
29.3 ft~
47.2 ft~

El.Q.L1 Spr 86 ~ Spr 88
RAV 2 42 (8) 61 (10) 91 (2)
RAV 8 31 (7 ) 61 (5) 90 (3)
RAV 10 55 (8) 74 (51 88 (2)
RAV 16 41 (10 ) 70 (31 86 (2)
Y.WD 16Ac 19 20 28
KWD 168 44 (11 ) 52 (9) 75 (4 )

Bent2rass - Visual Ratin.e:.s______________ Percent

•

•FAIRWAY

RANSOMES

WHERE GREAT IDEAS START

Table 5 shows data on selected individual patches of ben-
tgrass. These numbers were included only as a summary of our
observations on patches; many patches could not be followed
over two years because of coalescence. Note that patch
diameters increased two to three inches per year on average.
These relatively small increases in patch diameter often led to
as much as a doubling in surface area covered by the patch.

(cont'd. page 10)

CHRISTENSEN
POWER
EaUIPMENT INe.

UoeI w. AlONEI!...ANHAnAH RD.
fRANKFORT. Ill0422

PHONE 1815\ 469-5898

Folds for easy transport.
Hydraulic control reducesoverall width to a narrow 71 ".

High quality cut
even at top speed
of 6mph. Transport
speed of 9mph.
Interchangeable
cutting units are quick and
easy to change. No tools
required. Accepts four types of
cutting units.

Schwarzentraub
Implement Inc.
1040 W. Jefferlon
Morlan, IIl1noll61550
Phone (309) 263.7322

;>222 nnn:t1 IlAY 110.
EVI\IIAIOIl. IL 00201

708-864-5045

For a FREE d~mnnstration_ contact=

106" cutting width
combines with fastcutting
speed for high productivity.
Light weight mowing offers
smooth, easy handling and
reduces turfcompaction.
Three-Wheel Drive PWS
(patent pending) makes
Fairway 5000 a great hillclimber:

NEW FAIRWAY 5000
SPECIAUZED FOR
TOp.QUAUTY
FAIRWAY MOWING

These dramatic increases in percent bentgrass in isolated areas
are also evident when looking at the individual small plot/ben-
tgrass patch measurements. Table 4 shows data from six such
plot areas. These results include percent bentgrass (totalarea)
for each plot and the number of patches measured. These plot
areas had clearly defined bentgrass patches, but generally had
lower percent bentgrass coverage at the beginning of the study

aturn = tee end of fairway ("turnaround")
"'deck = approach to green
C% +/_ = percent increase or decrease in observed bentgrass populat.ions
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Schneider. IN 219/552-0552
IN 800-553-0552 • IL 800-553-0554

Fungicide

~.~---~---.-

..... , •••• CII' --..chCM ,... ..,...."0-". __ ...... __ ,.-_-----....,.~---_ .........-----

-.( ... oOoIIQlIII .__ 0 _.... .

AUETTE
_2IID'
"'C)DUCT NO••

~ RHONE-POULENC AG COMPANY
p. 0. Box 12014,2 T W Alexander Drive
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
919/549-2000

Build your Pythium
control program

on a firm foundation.
Chipco@ Aliette @

Waupaca Matenals proudly Introduces
Turf Products, ltd. as our new repre-
senlahve In illinOIS Of course. Turf
Products needs no Introduction-In
IllinOIS their reputation lor Quality
products and servIces IS unbeatable
Thafs why these professionals were
the natural choice 10 represent the
Waupaca Malenals line

FIBROUS PEAT
(No Sticks, No Stones. No Roots)

and
SPECIFICATION SAND

TO CONTACT TURF PROD .. lTD:
(108) 668-5531

WAUPACA MATERIALS. INC.:
(800) 531-1196

FAX:(115) 258.8150

TOGETHER TO SERVE
ILLINOIS BETTER

THE TOUGHEST
TIIRFTE

For the turf care industry, Kubota has designed a team of tough precision
instruments that work hard, but provide maximum economy.

Powerful but economical Kubota Tractors. Mowers. Tillers. Box scrapers.
Front Loaders. Even mini-excavators.

For golf courses, athletic fields, parks, and even private residences, Kubota
equipment satisfies the most demanding standards.

Kubota's versatile turf equipment works both independently, and with most
existing implements and attachments.

Standard features on many of our tractors include hydrostatic transmission,
comfortable operator platforms, and Power steering, safety and noise reduction
features.

Add the operating economy special to ~ KUIOTA'
Kubota, and you have precision instruments ~
to satisfy even the most exacting profes-
sional. See the Kubota turf team today. Nothing like it on earth'~
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TABLE 5. Increase in Oia.eter of Selected Individual Patches

(Lightweight Mowing cont'd.)

patct"1 diamet.er (iriJ •WITH 7% WIN
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12.5
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note: a 2 - 4 inch increase per year in patch diameter was often seen
before patches coalesced.

Summary
It appears that the claims of increased bentgrass populations

following lightweight mowing have not been exaggerated! In
some fairway areas the rapid increase in bentgrass was quite
surprising. The reader should note that there were no control
areas or check plots that were mowed with heavy gang mowers.
Therefore, the observed increases in bentgrass may have been
influenced by hot, dry weather patterns of 1986-88 or other en-
vironmental factors that we could not detect. In other years,
we may not have seen these increases in bentgrass; for exam-
ple, the weather in '89 may have been more conducive to Poa
annua, but we have no data for this.

Also, other management factors probably playa role in in-
creasing bentgrass populations. For example, at Ravisloe, very
little fertilizer has been added to the fairways (virtually no N)
for the past few years, and irrigation and aerification practices
have been changed. Also, as mentioned at Knollwood, the use
ofpgr's may have had an effect. In any case, we have seen from
this study what the potential for increasing bentgrass popula-
tions can be, given appropriate management inputs and favorable
environmental conditions .

15-1-10 FERTILIZER
• Combines Benefits of Nutralene & Milorganite
• Organic Base
• Non Burning
• Low Salt Index
• For Turf & Ornamentals
• Uniform Release of Nitrogen
• 50/lb Bag Covers 7500 SQ. FT.
• Can Be Used Any Time - Spring - Summer - Fall

ALSO AVAILABLE: A 6-1-16 Fertilizer
With High Quality Sulphate of Potash

Call Us Today For Pricing!

LAKE-COOK SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
(A Division of Lake-Cook Farm Supply Co.)

Wauconda r::S1 Tinley Park
27310 W. Case Rd. ~ 6730 South St.
(708) 526-0007 ~ (708) 532-4723 •

Northern Illinois Golf Day
Monday, August 20, 1990

MAX-FLOW 1" HOSE NOZZLES

Hosted by 51. Charles Country Club
and Geneva Golf Club

$95 per golfer includes:
lunch on course

half a cart
greens fees

dinner

Dam Grotti Award for
superintendent and assistant combined score

Tee sponsorships available for $195

Call Illinois Turfgrass Foundation
312 • 644 • 0828

to register

Proceeds benefit turf research projects
at University of Illinois

FOR SYRINGING/W ATERING GREENS
AND FAIRWAY DRY-SPOT WATERING.
AT ]]0 PSI. DISCHARGE RATES ARE APPROX.
MAX-FLOW #], 30 GPM (GREENS)
MAX-FLOW #2, 60 GPM (FAIRWAYS)

SMALL DROPLETS WILL NOT MAT BENT GRASS.
GRADUAL SHUT-OFF, NO WATER HAMMER.

THESE ARE NOT FOG NOZZLES

AVAILABLE IN ILLINOIS FROM -

ARTHUR CLESEN, INC. (708) 537-2177
543 DIENS DR., WHEELING, IL 60090

OR
FRANK D. SMITH & ASSOCIATES, INC.

P.O. BOX 517, PALATINE, ILLINOIS 60078 (708) 359-4571
•
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