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President's Message
by Dave Meyer

What a beautiful Fall! Great weather for those fall projects
we all have to accomplish.

I was pleased to hear that the attendance at the I. T .F. Golf
Day at Flossmoor and Ravisloe were bigger than ever and that
the September meeting at Woodmar was so well attended.

Good news. Tom Fermanian is still a part of the I.T.F. ad-
visory board, contrary to what I reported last month.

My wife and I, and a few other Superintendents, had the
pleasure of attending the 75th Anniversary of the C.D.G.A. The
event was a black tie affair with all the trimmings and speeches.
Arnold Palmer was the guest speaker who told of many
memories of the Chicago Golf Courses. He praised all the
volunteerism of the C.D.G.A. members making the game of
golf what it is today. He spoke of his P. G. A. friends and then
reminded everyone that the golf courses would not be what they
are without the x#*?x that always plug the greens when they
play or top dress when their wives play. He proudly recogniz-
ed our group for being in attendance at this fine event.

I was happy to host the October meeting at Prestbury G. C.
We had a great turnout for golf and dinner. It was saddened
with the passing the previous day of our good friend Bob Breen.
Bob regularly attended all our functions and served this Associa-
tion as Director and President. He was always ready for a good
laugh or was ready to second a motion to keep the meeting mov-
ing. He was a friend to all and will be sadly missed.
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Director's Column
by Roger A. Stewart, Jr., CGCS

To the best of my knowledge, I have served on the MAGCS
Board of Directors since 1980. This is my last year. I have found
it to be one of the most rewarding experiences of my career.
The MAGCS has made significant strides during those years
which have brought us to a beginning of an era that has great
promise for our association. I am proud to have had a hand in
directing MAGCS to this point. It started with the tremendous
foresight and vision of people like Pete Leuzinger and Len Berg,
and was carried through by people like Dave Behrman and Jim
Evans. Dave Meyer's long term as Secretary/Treasurer kept
the affairs of our association on course through the roughest
waters. I thank all these people and all the many people who
served in other capacities on the Board of Directors and Com-
mittees during my tenure in office. Your association owes all
of you a debt of gratitude.

I have decided to leave the Board this year to pursue other
association activities with the Chicago land and to allow some
very capable people coming up through the Board an oppor-
tunity to pursue some of the same goals I had some nine years
ago. I hope that when you read this, the proposed bylaw changes
have been enacted because we need to be able to give the Of-
ficers of this association an opportunity to serve more than one
year to see their programs through to fruition. I don't know
at this time if a dues increase will be voted on at this time or
not. Either way, I think it is necessary in order for MAGCS
to continue to grow. We need to take a more active roll in sup-
porting turf research both locally and nationally. We need to
improve our own education programs with more innovative ap-
proaches to providing these services for our members. We need
to improve our golf events with better prizes and more member
oriented prizes such as shirts, sweaters, jewelry, golf equip-
ment, etc. with our logo to promote MAGCS and the Golf
Course Superintendent whenever possible. Personally, I would
like to see a Sterling Silver Cup awarded to our Champion as
a traveling trophy with an appropriate listing of all the past
champions. Corresponding lesser cups should be awarded to

,winners in the flights and they should be of caliber similar to
the Championship cup that the winner would be able to keep.
I think the Championship Trophy should be called the "Midwest
Cup" or other appropriate title. We also could stand to institute
team competition on a limited scale using handicaps throughout
the season.

In order for all this to happen we will have to expand our
administrative end of MAGCS. We need to expand the respon-
sibilities and scope of our Executive Secretary's position to take
over more of the administrative duties now performed by
members of Board for more efficient operation over all. This
will all cost more money this is true, but the benefits each
member would receive would more than offset the expense.

On a closing comment, I would hope each and every member
of MAGCS would consider running for election to the Board
of Directors of MAGCS. These are very progressive and ex-
citing times for our association. Don't sit back and let them pass
you by, participate in whatever way you can and participate in
the future of MAGCS. Good luck to the upcoming Board
members and thanks again to all the MAGCS members who
have supported me over the past nine years. Who knows I might
be sometime in the future!

"The Perception"
How Three Groups Perceive the Significance of Pesticides as a
Cause of Death

LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS
1 Nuclear power
2 Motor vehicles
3. Handguns
4. Smoking
5. Motorcycles
6. Alcoholic Beverages
7. General Aviation
8. Police work
9. PESTICIDES
10.Surgery
11. Fire Fighting
12. Large Construction
13. Hunting
14: Spray Cans
15. Mountain Climbing
16. Bicycles
17. Commercial Aviation
18. Electric Power
19. Swimming
20. Contraceptives
21. Skiing
22. X-rays
23. Scholaslic Football
24. Railroads
25. Food Preservatives
26. Food colouring
27. Power Mowers
28. Prescription Antibiotics
29. Home Appliances
30. Vaccinations

COLLEGE STUDENTS
1. Nuclear power
2. Handguns
3. Smoking
4. PESTICIDES
5 Motor Vehicles
6 Motorcycles
7. Alcoholic Beverages
8. Police Work
9. Contraceptives
10.Fire Fighting
11. Surgery
12. Food Preservatives
13. Spray Cans
14. Large Construction
15. General AViation
16. Commercial AViation
17. X-rays
18. Hunting
19. Electric Power
20 Food Coloring
21. Prescription Antibiotics
22 Mountain Climbing
23. Railroads
24. Bicycles
25 Skiing
26. Scholastic Football
27. Home Appliances
28. Power Mowers
29. Vaccinations
30 Swimming

BUSINESS AND PROFES·
SIONAL CLUB MEMBERS
1 Handguns
2 Motorcycles
3 Motor Vehicles
4 Smoking
5 Alcoholic Beverages
6 Fire Fighting
7 Police Work
8 Nuclear Power
9 Surgery
10 Hunting
11. General AViation
12. Mountain Climbing
13. Large Construction
14. Bicycles
15. PESTICIDES
16. Skiing
17. Swimmrng
18. Commercial Aviation
19. Electnc Power
20. Railroads
21. Scholastic Football
22. Contraceptives
23. Spray Cans
24. x-rays
25. Power Mowers
26. Prescription Antibiotics
27. Home Appliances
28. Food Preservatives
29. Vaccinations
30. Food Colorong

MortaMy tare due /0 oesrcaos IS rot trJt;' probJem most people perceive " /0 be /ln1orma/lon contained m rne February. '982 Issue of)clenl,IIC American

magazine)

"The Reality"
Actual Numbers of Deaths, Ranked by Cause

1. Smoking
2. Alcoholic Beverages
3. Motor Vehicles
4. Handguns
5. Electric Power
6. Motorcycles
7. SWimming
8. Surgery
9. X rays
10.Railroads
11. General Aviation
12. Large Construction
13. Bicycles
14. Hunting
15. Home Appliances
16. Fire Fighting
17. Police Work
18. Contraceptives
19. Commercial Aviation
20. Nuclear Power
21. Mountain Climbing
22. Power Mowers
23. Scholastic Football
24. Skiing
25. Vaccinations
26. Food Coloring
27. Food Preservatives
28. PESTICIDES
29. Prescnption Antibiotics
30. Spray Cans
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g~cJJ~
BLUEGRASS SOD

THE BLEND-Combination of 5
disease resistant cultivars chosen
on the basis of adaptability to a
variety of growing conditions.

SOIL TYPE-820 irrigated acres of
sandy loam mineral soil.

ROOTING-Rapid establishment in
any soil type with less water.

SERVICE-On- Time-Radio
Dispatched-Fork/ift De/ivery.

PENNCROSS I 75%
CREEPING BENT Sand Base

SOD

~

HUBER_CH
SOD IIUR5ERY~
Schneider, IN 219/552-0552

• IN 800-553-0552
• IL 800-553-0554

Quality Supplier of
Seed, Fertilizer,
Chemicals, and
Equipment.

We dUp into the tall fescue
contro problem.
So now you don't
have to.

Introducing LESCO TFCM Herbicide.
The new, easy way to remove unwanted clumps
of tall fescue without digging or spot-
treating with a non-selective herbicide.

LESCO TFC is the first
product to provide se-
lective spot control of tall
fescue in Kentucky bluegrass,
bentgrass, fine fescue, bahia-
grass and bermudagrass,
while allowing desirable
grass to fill in. This water
dispersible granule offers
convenience and accuracy.

Order today!
Nationwide' (800)321-5325
In Ohio' (800) 686·7413

Always read and follow
label instructions before

using any chemical product.

LESCO, Inc. 20005 Lake Road, Rocky River, Ohio 44116
(216) 333-9250

L to R front row: Len Berg (R), Fred Opperman (5), Bruce
Williams (3), Peter Leuzinger (2); 2nd Row: Julius Albaugh (2),
John Jackman (5), Tom Nestor (2), Mike Hessineius (R), Joel
Purpur (4), Steve Tedhams (R), Al Fierst (3), Steve Stewart (3),
Jim? (R), Dave Blomquist (2), Dave Fisher (2). R = Rookies
and #'s = number of trips.

"Whitewater Revisited"
by AI Fierst, Oak Park C.C.

An intrepid group of fifteen recently survived another edi-
tion of "The Gauley". As has been the custom of past years,
a group of Chicagoland and Midwest Golf Course
superintendents journeyed to West Virginia to experience some
of the finest and most intense Class V whitewater to be found.
The river is named the "Gauley" and is regarded as among
the top rivers in the world for whitewater. It's Class V designa-
tion refers to the difficulty and danger factor of the whitewater
- a class I river is placid and a class VI river is too dangerous
for any human passage. It is intense.

Day one on the river presents the most imposing sight many
will likely encounter, the sight of over 3300 cubic feet of water
per second being released at the base of the Summersville Dam.
We launch our rafts directly in front of this water torrent and
begin the 28 mile trip on the river. Directed by our experienc-
ed river guides, the river rafters (having been briefed on river
technique and safety) begin to negotiate a series of dramatic
and widely variant rapids. Names such as Lost Paddle, Iron
Ring, Sweets Falls, Pure Screaming Hell, and Insignificant tell
of past experiences and river "subtleties".

After an enjoyable and intense day of rafting, camp is made
at the raft company campground along the river. Food (gourmet)
is prepared, participants relax (ask Pete "Hiccups" Leuzinger
about this), or try to relax (ask Lenny "No Sleep" Berg) and
recount the days adventures.

Day two brings more of the same type adventure with wild
whitewater and very intense river action. Al "Iron Ring" Fierst
and Dave "Howdy Doody" Blomquist can testify to the rocket-
like action of the rapids when it comes to launching a person
from the raft. We start with an early voluntary swim after throw-
ing ourselves from a 30' ledge called "Jump Rock" and then
it's on to a second day of great river action. It's all over too
soon and back on the road to our hotel and preparations to hit
the early road back to Chicago.

Plans are being formulated for next years trip. Ask any of
the veteran river runners about the trip or contact Joel Purpur
and Al Fierst about reservations.

You don't know what you're missing!!!
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Schroeder's
.~·~A!.••..,;r,...-It

TREES

Nursery, Inc.
• SHRUBS •
RICHARD A. SCHROEDER

DON VIRGENS
CARL DRAVIS

EVERGREENS

Specializing in Large Caliper Trees
We offer complete installation

23379 W. Route 60 - Gravslakc. Illinois 60mO
Located on Route 60 between Rt. 12 (VOID) & Rt. R3 (IV ANHOE)

TELEPHONE: 708-546-9444

JAMES R. BURDETT
Grounds Maintenance Supplies

Post Office Box 52
Lombard, Illinois &0148

(708) 620-5558
Car Phone 802-5656

Nels J. Johnson, Tree Experts, Inc.
SINCE 1930

Nels J. Johnson, Sr.
Nels J. Johnson, Jr. Karl G. Johnson

Complete, economical tree service for Private Estates,
Parks, Municipalities, Golf Courses, Cemeteries,

Schools, Industrial Areas.
All phases of Arboriculture, Diagnosing, Pruning, Treating,
Transplanting, Fertilization, Hydraulic and Mist Spraying.
Removals. Stump Routing. Municipal Forestry. Chemotherapy
for elms, and other trees.

• FULL Y INSURED •
Graduate -- Licensed Arborists

MAIN OFFICE - 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, Illinois 60202
Phones: GReenleaf 5-1877 - GR 5-5255

Hinsdale. Illinois - FA 5-0970

o Par Ex is the only professional
fertilizer line containing ISOU,
undisputedly the finest slow
release Nitrogen source in the
world.

o ISOU gives you the highest level of
WIN, or Water Insoluble Nitrogen.

o ISOU delivers all of its Nitrogen in
a single growing season.

o The Nitrogren release rate of ISOU
is generally affected by only two
factors: soil moisture and granule
size.

Why the EX STANDS FOR EXCELLENCE
in professional turf care.

-_.__ ._------
26-3-5

o Slower release makes Par Ex
products pertect for your Fall
Fertilization program.

o Fewer applications are required,
labor costs are cut.

o The salt index of ISOU is the lowest
of all commonly used fertilizer
materials.

o ISOU fights nitrate pollution
because very little Nitrogen is lost
through leaching or volatilization.

o Choose from over 60 different
product formulations.

Territory Manager
Thomas E. Skinner

Keokuk,IA
319/524-8912

Turf Products Ltd.
West Chicago, IL

708/668-5537
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Midwest Assn. of Golf Course Supts.
November 8, 1989

This is a slate of candidates for the MAGCS, Inc. Board
of Directors for the 1989-1990 year.
PRESIDENT EMERITUS: David Meyer
PRESIDENT: Bruce Williams
VICE PRESIDENT: Al Fierst & Ray Schmitz
SECRETARY-TREASURER: Tim Kelly
DIRECTORS: Four (4) Positions to Fill

Joel Purpur, Don Cross,
Kerry Blatteau, Ed Braunsky,
Paul Baston, Brian Green,
Doug Long

DIRECTORS WITH ONE (1)
YEAR REMAINING: Mike Bavier & Dennis Wilson

PROPOSED BY-LAW CHANGES
CURRENT: Article V, Section 1

The officers of this Association shall consist of a President,
First Vice-President, Second Vice-President and Secretary-
Treasurer, who shall be elected by the members of the Associa-
tion at the annual meeting. All officers shall be Charter or Class
A members of this Association and must be in good standing
at the time of their election to office. No person elected to the
office of the President, First Vice-President or Second Vice-
President shall succeed himself in the office to which he was
elected.
PROPOSED: Article V, Section 1

The officers of this Association shall consist of a President,
First Vice-President, and Secretary-Treasurer, who shall be
elected by the members of the Association at the annual meeting.
All officers shall be Charter or Class A members of this Associa-
tion and must be in good standing, at the time of their election
to office. All officers shall be elected for a term of one year
and shall be eligible to succeed themselves in the office, to
which he was elected, for one additional term.
CURRENT: Article V, Section 4

The Second Vice-President shall, in the absence of the Presi-
dent and the First Vice-President, perform the duties and exer-
cise the powers of the President. He shall perform such other
duties as the Board of Directors shall prescribe.
PROPOSED: Article V, Section 4

Eliminate the office of Second Vice-President.
CURRENT: Article V, Section 5

The Secretary-Treasurer shall attend all meetings of the Board
of Directors and shall record the minutes of all meetings in a
book which shall be kept for that purpose. He shall have custody
of the funds of the Association and shall keep full and accurate
accounts of receipts and disbursements in books which shall be
the property of the Association and shall deposit all monies and
other valuable property in the name and to the credit of the
Association in such depositories as the Board of Directors may
designate. He shall give or cause to be given, notice of all
meetings of the members and of the Board of Directors. He
shall perform such other duties as the Board of Directors shall
prescribe.
PROPOSED: Article V, Section 4

The Secretary-Treasurer shall, in the absence of the Presi-
(cont'd. page 8)
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WHAT DO YOU

NEED MOST

FROM YOUR

AU10MAlED

PUMPING

SYSTEMf

RELIABILITY AND SERVICE WHEN YOU NEED ITI

You only have a few campanle, hom which '0 choosl"when you need uew pumplnR equipment ;'Inri Commcrclal
Pump Service, Inc. I, the only pumping ~yslem manUraclufcf thai hu -Sc,vicr.-ln 115name. No' ollly I~ illn our
name - we Slake our reputatlon on II. Our peopte arc hiRhly ",lord spC'clalislsln servin' and nlo1lnlcllilm e ul
lulomated pumplnR system, and you nn count on prompt and ("OU,I('OU5 response 10 your nil. A" :1110111(',Jl.7ul
of our service, we build our !I~lion! the w~y YOU want them, asslmpl(' or asdC'luxr in you d('~lr~. COlnl1lc,clal
Pump Service, Inc. prides liseIIon belnRa lud~r In the Induslry but • serv.nt 10 lis customers' needs;

Builder. 0' Energy Elllelen' Pumping Sys'em. For:
• Golf Courses. lndustry. Agricullure And Municlpalilles

• Standard Prefabricated Aulomaled Pumping Stations

• Custom Prelabricaled Aulomaled Pumping Sialions

• Turf Feeding Systems

• Relrolils

You, Area Representative For:

COMMERCIAL PUMP
500 N. Plum Grove Rd.· Ste. A

Palatine, III. 60067
708 - 991-7430

Commercial Pump
Service Incorporated

EngineMasters, Inc.
INDUSTRIAL ENGINE SALES & SERVICE

1087 Entry Drive Bensenville, IL 601 06

Located lf2 mile West of York Road and
2 short blocks North of Grand Avenue

(708) 860-0610

AUTHORIZED SERVICE DEALER FOR:

- WISCONSIN-
- WISCONSINROBIN-

- BRIGGS& STRATTON-
- KOHLER-

-ONAN-

- CONTINENTAL-

- PINCOR-

-GOODALL-
- MOTORCRAFT-

- PRESTOLITE-
-CUSHMAN-

- FORDINDUSTRIAL-

ENGINEMASTERS, INC. OFFERS: FACTORY TRAINED PERSONNEL

SERVICE

* Air & Water Cooled Engines

* Construction Equipment

* Generator Sets & Pumps

* Lawn & Garden Equipment

* Starting Units

* SweeperS/Scrubbers

* Lift Truck Engines

* Field Service
* Magneto Rebuilding

MACHINE SHOP SERVICE

*Valve & Seat Grinding* Engine Cylinder Boring* Crankshaft Grinding* Complete Engine Rebuilding

PARTS* Complete Line of Original
Replacement Parts (in Stock)* Prompt Attention to All Orders* Immediate u.P.s. Service

* Pickup & Delivery Available



Bent Sod That Fits
YourCourse
ToaTee!
from tee to
green ...

• PENNCROSS BENT SOD
• PENNLlNKS BENT SOD
• PENNEAGLE BENT SOD
• XL-100 BLEND SOD
• A FULL LINE OF LANDSCAPE

SUPPLIES
Illinois' largest sod grower

1lLrlql,
3900 West 167thStreet,
Markham, IL 60426 '
708-596-7200

The Brouwer difference ...
"dollar for dollar there is no better triplex mower on the market today"

For Quality Equipment, Service & Parts, Contact

~ CHRISTENSEN
~PO\NER
~ EG..UIPMENT INC

815 469 5898 MANHATTAN-MONEE RD.
- -FRANKFORT, IL 60423
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PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.

We sell an air-dried, uniform and
free flowing top dressing.

ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

HUMUS - BLACK SOIL

HENRY FRENZER
Area Code 708

658-5303

620 Webster St.
Algonquin, IL

60102

Irrigation Engineering Co.
... SOUND ENGINEERING and QUALITY MA TERIALS

Your Exclusive

Weather (~)matic.
LAWN AND TURF I IRRIGATION

Distributor

2612 s. 9TH AVE. • BROADVIEW, IL 60153
(708) 450-1400



Lawn
Sculpture~im-.ol!"'bE-r .~

Precut, Bendable sections of wooden
boards fastened tOf/ether for quick
and easy landscaping.

708-529-9666

Reach, Speed&Stability

Ford New Holland "Super Boom" skid-steer
loaders do mare for vou:
* Reach - Loads cent:er of six-wheel dump.
* Speed - F'aster cycle t_ime..s,speeds up

Ioadinq/unloadinq operatfons,
* Stability - Lonqer wheelbase with low

center of qravitv.

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.

Orland Park, IL 60462
(708) 349-8430

(Proposed By-Law Changes cont'd.)
dent and the Vice-President, perform the duties and exer-
cise the powers of the President. The Secretary-Treasurer shall
attend all meetings of the Board of Directors and shall record
the minutes of all meetings in a book which shall be kept for
that purpose. He shall have custody of the funds of the Associa-
tion and shall keep full and accurate accounts of receipts and
disbursements in books which shall be the property of the
Association and shall deposit all monies and other valuable pro-
perty in the name and to the credit of the Association in such
depositories as the Board of Directors may designate. He shall
give or cause to be given, notice of all meetings of the members
and of the Board of Directors. He shall perform such other duties
as the Board of Directors shall prescribe.

CURRENT: Article VI, Section 1
The Board of Directors shall consist of six Directors each

of whom shall be a Charter or Class A Member of the Associa-
tion in good standing. Five of the Directors shall be elected for
a term of two years or until their successors are duly elected
and qualified. The sixth Director shall be the immediate Past
President who shall serve for one year or until his successor
qualifies.
PROPOSED: Article VI, Section 1

The Board of Directors shall consist of seven Directors each
of whom shall be a Charter or Class A Member of the Associa-
tion in good standing. Six of the Directors shall be elected for
a term of two years or until their successors are duly elected
and qualified. The seventh Director shall be the immediate Past
President who shall serve until his successor qualifies.

ST. CHARLES, ILLINOIS
January 10·11, 1990

Co-hosted by
Midwest Association of

Golf Course Superintendents
and

Golf Course Superintendents
Association of America

GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION
TECHNIQUES AND MANAGEMENT

"Everyone asked questions and got answers."
"Got many ideas that could be implemented on my course."

"... the best I've ever attended .... keyed in on what it's all about."

This two-day educational seminar at Pheasant Run Resort in St. Charles will feature presentations and
discussions on the superintendent's responsibilities in master planning and project administration. New
construction bonds and bidding, requests for proposals, the sequence of phasing, budgeting and schedul-
ing, insurance requirements, concept plans, working drawings, selection of an architect and contractor
and the bid process will be covered. In addition, methods of green, tee, bunker, lakes and ponds, and
cart path construction will be discussed. Attendees will participate in practical exercises under the
instructors' supervision and practice "selling" a project. Instructors are Dr. Michael 1. Hurdzan of
Hurdzan Design Group and Mr. Stephen Hartell, Wadsworth Golf Construction Company of the South-
west.

Included in the registration fee are luncheons on both days of the seminar and take-home reference
materials and tools. Passing the examination at the conclusion of the seminar will earn participants 1.4
Continuing Education Units (CEUs) and a certificate of achievement from GCSAA. Seminar registrants
must make their own arrangements for overnight accommodations. A reservation form will be furnished
upon receipt of your registration, identifying you as a seminar participant, eligible for the special $65/
night double or single rate if you make your reservation by December 10, 1989.

REGISTER NOW
Complete the form enclosed, include your check or credit card information and return to:

GCSAA Regional Seminars ~~
1617 SI. Andrews Drive "~~l

Lawrence, Kansas 66047-1707 ~r-O'..
• iirt/I>

TELEPHONE REGISTRATIONS BY CREDIT CARD ARE WELCOME
CALL 800/472·7878 or 913/841·2240. FAX: 913/841·2407.
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2 N 255 County Farm Rd. West Chicago, IL 60185
Phone: (708) 668-5537

Distributors of:

• Agri-Dianostic Disease Kits
• Acclaim
• Banol

• Subdue
• Banner
• Naiad

THE TOUGHEST
TIIRFTE

For the turf care industry, Kubota has designed a team of tough precision
instruments that work hard, but provide maximum economy.

Powerful but economical Kubota Tractors. Mowers. Tillers. Box scrapers.
Front Loaders. Even mini-excavators.

For golf courses, athletic fields, parks, and even private residences, Kubota
equipment satisfies the most demanding standards.

Kubota's versatile turf equipment works both independently, and with most
existing implements and attachments.

Standard features on many of our tractors include hydrostatic transmission,
comfortable operator platforms, and Power steering, safety and noise reduction
features.

Add the operating economy special to ~ KUIOTA'"
Kubota, and you have precision instruments ~
to satisfy even the most exacting profes-
sional. See the Kubota turf team today. Nothing like it on earth"

~II.]HUBER RAfteR
_ 1l SOD IIURSERY~

Schneider. IN 219/552-0552
IN 800-553-0552 • IL 800-553-0554
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Build your Pythium
control program

on a firm foundation.
Chipco ® Aliette @

MOOUCTNO•• Oo("".-oGIIIIo.-.'
__ •• 0 _

_.'....-. .....
"·'._ .. 'OI'....-.c'c:M .... ~ ...."0-". ~ • .,.,__ ..--...----_2IID' .. -1"1 ........ _ .. __ ._-

~- ""O&UM' N-...1MeDW-_ ...-

AUETTE
FUl9C:ide

~ RH6NE-POULENC AG COMPANY
p. 0. Box 12014,2 T W Alexander Drive
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"Proper Restitution"
by Brian Green, C.G.C.S.
Sunset Valley Golf Course

It's the middle of July and we're only two days away from
our major tournament of the year. Everything is coming together
like clockwork - the fairways are showing good density and
color, the greens' speeds are rising daily and the rough is get-
ting pretty testy. Weeks of tuning up for this event are paying
great dividends and the weather is cooperating for a change.
What could throw a wrench into these works besides the usual
obstacles like a flood, windstorm or a hydraulic leak on greens?
These are hard-to-accept problems that we all live through and
become better managers for - I hope.

A routine 5 A.M. check of the course that morning revealed
the obstacle that really can still throw me for a loop. In front
of me, illuminated by the headlights, was our 13th green ap-
pearing to be more covered by soil and dislodged turf than the
usual smooth green turf. "----!" What did these vandals
use - a Roto- Tiller? A closer inspection confirmed that it was
as bad as it looked. This 4000 square foot putting surface had
been maliciously defaced with over 200 divot-like marks, some
being excavated to an 8" depth. So widespread was the damage
that a decent cup setting couldn't be found. Further checking
of the course, I found the 12th green in a similar condition,
but not quite as bad - maybe 100 divots.

Have you seasoned veterans that have been through this
countless times learned to accept this better than us younger
supers? This is probably my 50th vandalism incident in the 8
years of being superintendent, but my reaction is like the first
time. "Let's kill them!" Contemplating irrational acts of
revenge and countless mutterings out of earshot are all an im-
portant part of the process for my emotions. However, these
reactions are not within the guidelines of my position. Once
the storm of emotions pass and I realize my job is greenskeeper
not revenge seeker, the forward steps need to be in the right
direction if there will be any kind of proper restitution.

Proper restitution, besides hanging, has a two-part meaning
for me today and lays out a proper direction. The first part means
to do the footwork for reporting and information so that reim-
bursement can be made. Second, it means to take immediate
actions to restore or return these areas to their former condition.

In reporting and informing, we municipal courses are well
adjusted to this paperwork beginning with; filling out police
reports and informing detectives; reporting to Pro Shop so that
golfers can be informed by signs on the front desk as to the
vandalized area; reporting to supervisors the damage in writing
so they can inform the insurance company or insurance lawyer;
and finally, I find it important to keep your own record of the
event to keep your thinking clear and straight.

Second, and perhaps in conjunction, we begin restoration to
the area as soon as possible to return it to a playable condition.
In this case we began plugging from our nursery as our best
means of repair.

Most of you, unfortunately, are all familiar with this routine
and may be aware of a sticking point. After making several calls,
I realized a large variance in estimating the actual damage. In
several reports we're asked to estimate and I personally find
it a sticking point. Again, my emotional response is how in the
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