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President’s Message

I hope everyone had an enjoyable stay in Phoenix at the 58th
International Golf Course Conference and Show. Attendance
was again record-breaking. The Chicago area and the state of
Illinois was well represented in the educational sessions, with
at least twelve people presenting talks on various programs. I
thought the trade show presented some new companies with in-
novative products and ideas for the upcoming season. Our con-
gratulations to the people at G.C.S.A.A. for another conference
well done.

As many of you are well aware, Len Berg did not get elected
to the G.C.S.A.A. board of directors. Many of the voting
delegates from the southern states cast their association votes
for Randy Nichols from Georgia. Also re-elected to the board
were Steve Cadenelli from New Jersey and Dennis Lyon from
Colorado. These are all qualified individuals that will do a good
job while serving G.C.S.A.A. However. what bothers me is
the regional division that occurs when it becomes time to vote.
Obviously, many people felt that the Midwest already had two
good representatives from this region, Jerry Faubel from
Michigan and Bill Roberts from Wisconsin. Therefore, the other
board positions should be filled by superintendents represen-
ting other geographical regions of the country. This rational hurt
Len’s chance to get elected, but should not remove us from the
fact that he is experienced, elected, and highly qualified to serve
on the G.C.S.A.A. board. If not in 1987, maybe in future years
at a more opportune time. I'm sure Len will continue to serve
G.C.S.A.A. in the same diligent manner as in past years. The
association thanks you, Len, for all the hard work and energy
you have expended for us. I would also like to thank Al Fierst
and Bruce Williams our voting delegates, Roger Stewart and
everyone who took part in Len’s campaign.

While in Phoenix, M.A.G.C.S., Inc. donated and presented
a check to G.C.S.A.A. Scholarship and Research Fund in the
amount of $2,000.00. This money has been earmarked toward
funding local and regional research efforts that will benefit all
of us.

The Midwest hospitality suite held in the Phoenix Hilton was
well received by our members. The association must commend
Turf Products, Ltd., Chicago Turf and Irrigation, Illinois Lawn
Equip., Inc., and Arthur Clesen, Inc., for sponsoring the room
one night each during our stay in Phoenix. A special thanks
to Bruce Williams, arrangements chairman, and Dave Meyer
who helped with coordinating the food, beverages, and housing.



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (cont'd from page 2)

On a more local note, the January meeting held at Arrowhead
Country Club had 110 members in attendance, almost one-fourth
of the total membership. We would encourage everyone to at-
tend the March 16 meeting at Nordic Hills. Recreational ac-
tivities are provided in the afternoon including bowling, rac-
quetball, basketball, and hoisting a few beers. Dinner at Nor-
dic Hills is always excellent and the education committee has
a good lineup of speakers from the University of Illinois.

I will remind everyone that if your association dues are not
paid by March 1, your name will be taken off the list of
M.A.G.C.S., Inc. members and you will be forced to re-apply.
After all dues are collected, and a complete membership list
is compiled, we will be publishing and distributing a new
membership directory.

By the time you receive this issue of the Bull Sheet, the
Midwest Regional Turf Conference will probably be in session
March 2-4 at Purdue University. The turf program which is
part of the Agronomy Department at Purdue, has been highly
regarded over the past thirty-five years under Dr. Bill Daniel.
During the last two years, Dr. Clark Throssell has taken over
the reigns and has done an admirable job. But right now, the
turf program needs the support of members from the
M.A.G.C.S. and the other regional associations in order to con-
tinue the tradition of excellent research programs in turfgrass.
I hope to see many of you at Purdue.

Also, March 31 is the date that has been set for the Annual
CDGA Green Seminar at Butterfield Country Club. Dr. Ran-
dy Kane and Dennis Davenport have a good roster of speakers
lined up with the major theme being Putting Green Manage-
ment. The mild winter weather may lead to another early spring
and we could be out rolling and mowing greens by the end of
March.

James E. Evans

Brian C. Chalifoux Biography

Brian C. Chalifoux has been a superintendent for six years.
He has spent the last four of those years as the superintendent
at Olympia Fields Country Club. This is Brian’s first year on
the Board of Directors. Brian and his wife Carol Ann have three
children, Laurie age 7, Jennifer age 6, and Brian Jr. is 1.

Director’s Column
Bentgrass Turf
by Brian C. Chalifoux
Olympia Fields Country Club
With so many courses now considering or planning bentgrass
conversions, I would like to share some of my observations since
our conversion in the Fall of 1984,
1. Starting with putting greens, I find many factors affec-
ting growing conditions;

A. Bentgrass Variety: Fortunately we chose Penncross for
its aggressive growth habit. Under our heavy play situation it
has adapted very well.

B. Soil Types: Sixteen of our greens were regrassed on
existing mixes. This mix is classified as a sandy loam. The other
two greens have a 70% sand, 30% organic mix. Establishment
was superior on the old greens compared to the new high sand
greens. This was attributed mainly to the abundant available
nutrients that the old mix contained. Supplemental applications
were necessary on the new greens to encourage development.
I also noted that cultural practices such as verticutting and top-
dressing had to be reduced on these two greens. On the positive
side of the high sand greens, was root development. I would
say we had a much stronger root system based on density and
depth of roots. Compaction problems associated with the new
greens are far less severe as compared with old green mix.

C. Green Location — Perhaps the most important aspect
of bentgrass turf is sunlight. We have found through failures
that it is necessary to have sunlight the majority of the day.
Green thinning, poor recuperative ability, algae buildup, and
poor rooting were common in shaded conditions. Once these
conditions started to appear it was impossible to bring these
greens back to the high standards which the rest of the greens
are maintained. Aerification, spiking, supplemental fertiliza-
tion, hand watering, light topdressing, algae control, and addi-
tional fungicide applications did not solve the problem. Only
after golfer traffic had stopped and soil temperatures already
started with the high pruning of all trees affecting sunlight
availability. We also had to remove certain trees that were keys
to gaining sunlight. We were reluctant to do so, but quality turf
was our priority.

D. Height of Cut — Under non stressful situations, we had
no problem maintaining a cutting height of 9/64'*. This was
not the case once August came along. With our penncross thin-
ning out, root system declining, soil temperatures increasing
and compaction peaking out from record number of rounds, it
was not in our best interest to be cutting so short. The demand
for fast greens has once again caused us to forget about quality
and maintain for the precious few that are only concerned with
speed. This will not be the case come Spring for we had already
decided to raise our cutting height to an acceptable growing
medium. Proper topdressing, verticutting and ferilizing should
offset the cutting height and give us moderately fast greens.

2. Tees — Penncross was again used and proved to be most
durable in this situation. Our biggest problem again appeared
in shaded conditions. Areas receiving minimal amounts of
sunlight simply will not tolerate this situation. Turf thinning,
spike damage, and slow divot recovery were all apparent. After
deciding it is not possible to grow penncross under these shad-
ed conditions, we seeded to a ryegrass blend. This took place

(cont’d. on page 4)
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YOUR NORTHERN ILLINOIS
DISTRIBUTOR OF TRIPLOID
WHITE AMUR

Now Legal in lllinois for BIOLOGICAL

control of Nuisance Aquatic Weeds &
Algae

Order now to secure May/June
Delivery

Call or write for Recommended
Stocking rates

Delivery and Stocking is Available to
Guarantee Good Survival

8609 CLARK ROAD
RICHMOND, IL 60071
815-675-6545

LESCOELITE

Fertilizers

A complete new line of small-
particle sulfur-coated urea
fertilizers specially designed for
low-cut turf.

LESCO, Inc. = 20005 Lake Road * Rocky River, OH 44116
Cleveland 333-9250

(800) 321-5325 (800) 362-7413
NATIONWIDE IN OHIO

(Bentgrass Turf cont’d.)

in November and will be followed up this Spring with a
ryegrass, fescue combination. If this doesn’t work, we will con-
vert back to an annual bluegrass situation which previously was
holding up okay. The rest of our tees were holding up nicely
with no problems other than normal wear and tear. This was
attributed to daily divot repair, higher fertility, moderate water-
ing and hand mowing.

3. Fairways — Penneagle was our choice here and I believe
our selection was the right one. After a slow start the Penneagle
now is starting to dominate the turf stand. After completing two
eighteen hole fairway renovation programs (North and South
Courses), I can positively say that timing is the key to a suc-
cessful transition. Our South Course fairways were completed
sixteen days ahead of North, August 27th. While the 1986 con-
version of our South fairways appears to be more successful
than North, I look for two equally manageable situations in
1987. Additions of quick coupling valves at every other head
will aid in water management, twice a year aerification, four
times a year verticutting, as needed fertility and supplements,
growth regulator use, triplex mowing, and continued
overseeding practices, all add up to excellent playing conditions
for years to come.

In closing, I would say that all our bentgrass conversions were
very beneficial with the exception of our predominantly shad-
ed situations. Grass varieties are very limited and new varieties
are badly needed.

GCSAA Media Relations Manager Picked

Bob Still has been named Media Relations Manager for the
Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA).
In this position, Still is primarily responsible for development
and implementation of promotional activities on behalf of the
international association and its members.

John M. Schilling, GCSAA’s Executive Director, said,
“‘Bob’s experience and background in public relations and the
game of golf add great potential to developing a top-notch in-
formation center and will help the Association’s effectiveness
in improving the status of the nation’s golf course
superintendents.’’

Clay Loyd, GCSAA’s Director of Communications, added,
**Bob’s outgoing personality and experience in promoting one
of Kansas City’s very successful charity golf events make him
a strong asset to our Association.™

A 1978 Communications graduate of Northwest Missouri
State University, Maryville, Still is an avid golfer and serves
as Tournament Director for the LEN DAWSON CELEBRITY
CLASSIC in Kansas City.

Still recently was named one of the Outstanding Businessmen
in America. He serves on the Board of Directors for the Miss
Greater Kansas City Pageant and enjoys working with The
Dream Factory, a volunteer organization that grants wishes to
terminally-and-chronically-ill children.

He and his wife Debbie, along with son Dustin, reside in
Lenexa, Kansas.



Schroeder’'s Nursery, Inc.

TREES ° SHRUBS ° EVERGREENS

RICHARD A. SCHROEDER
DON VIRGENS
CARL DRAVIS

Specializing in Large Caliper Trees
We offer complete installation
TELEPHONE: 312 — 546-9444

23379 W. Route 60 — Grayslake, [llinois 60030
Located on Route 60 between Rt. 12 (VOLO) & Rt. 83 (IVANHOE)

B. Haney & Sons, Inc. <4

O o
0 COMPLETE TREE SERVICE m

e TRIMMING ® SPRAYING e ane BROS, INCT.F“EE -
LAWN
* SELECTIVE CUTTING o Weed, Insect, Disease Control; Tree Spraying, Feeding,
WE "'CARE" Fertilizing, Core-airitying, Slit Seeding ~ Surgery, Trimming, Removal
FOR YOUR:Thits * STUMP REMOVAL » HYDROSEEDING PRAIRIE SEEDING
(312) 678-7809 ° WOODCHIPS . 3524 LONG GROVE ROAD

LONG GROVE, ILLINOIS 60047 (312)438-5161
3344 Lincoln St., Franklin Park, IL 60131

- PAR EX PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS' )

with IBDU...with IBDU/SCU...
with ADDITIVES.

PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS for
PROFESSIONAL TURFGRASS MANAGERS.

We formulate our products to satisfy the regional nutritional require-
ments of your turl. Many of these mixes contain our exclusive
nitrogen source, IBDU," or our exclusive mixture IBDU/SCU. We are
now offering the best additives in our mixes: Ronstar,” Dacthal;
Balan! Dursban! Oftanol’ and others. @ ® AR
Check with your local Par Ex I'. l h

Territory Manager or Par Ex Distributor. PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS

Territory Manager
Thomas E. Skinner
Keokuk, |A
319/524-8912

Turf Products Ltd.
West Chicago, IL
312/668-5537

RONSTAR® is o registered trademark of RHONE-POULENC, INC DACTHAL® is a registered trademark of 5.0.5. BIOTECH
DURSBAN® is a registered trademark of DOW CHEMICAL, USA BOFTANOL is a registered trademark of the Parent Company
of Farben Fabriken-Bayer, GmbH. Leberkosen
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IRRIGATION
PROBLEMS SOLVED

SPECIALIZING IN
PUMP HOUSE TROUBLESHOOTING

CONTROL PANELS
REPAIRED, REVAMPED OR REPLACED
WITH STATE OF THE ART COMPONENTS
®

PUMPS
CENTRIFUGAL & TURBINE
PACKING OR MECHANICAL SEALS

VALVES
PRESSURE REDUCING, CHECK VALVES
GATE VALVES & PRESSURE RELIEF VALVES

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

LYN-TECH SYSTEMS

(312) 289-7579
ELECTRICAL, MECHANICAL
AND
PUMPING MACHINERY

POA _ANNUA
FREE
BENT GRASS SOD

Grown In Fumigated Soil
Free from Foreign Strains of Grass and Weeds

« % FuLL UNE OF
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

* DECORATIVE STONE

s LANDSCAPE TIMBERS

sod grower
e

3900 West 167th Street,
Markham, IL 60426
312-596-7200

In Your Garden
Mild Winter Good for People, Not Plants

Midwesterners, accustomed to harsh winters are breathing
a sigh of relief because of the unusually mild weather so far
this year. Each day means spring is that much closer and the
chance of extended foul weather diminished.

Yet according to James A. Fizzell, University of Illinois Hor-
ticulturist in Cook County, the mild weather could spell trou-
ble for plantings. Fizzell says the cold weather in November
and more recent cold nights have been enough to satisfy the
low-temperature needs of many kinds of plants. Since plants
are vernalized, warm days make them think spring has arriv-
ed. Buds of some lilacs and pussy willows have begun to swell.
If you cut some of these branches, you can force them into
bloom indoors, Fizzell adds.

The problems arise, warns Fizzell, when temperatures sud-
denly drop to much below normal. This could happen any day.
Those of us who know Chicago weather learn to expect the
worst. Should this happen, semi-dormant buds will be killed
and tender twigs and trunks will be sensitized to invasion by
cankering organisms. The result will be lack of flowers, late
leafing out, and die-back of twigs and branches next summer.

Fizzell thinks turfgrass and perennials are safe so far, because
soils are not frozen and are moist enough to keep plants from
drying out. There has been little frost heaving. But, it is much
safer to have the 4 to 6 inch blanket of snow protecting these
plants if severe weather is in the offering.

Take advantage of any nice weather by inspecting your plan-
tings and making any repairs you can. Firm heaved plants, water
if needed, and re-apply rabbit repellant.

Fizzell reports that the cold snap in November severely
damaged his rose plantings which were in full leaf and bloom.
If this has happened to you, get a rose plant order in now. Should
the damage be widespread as it was last year, roses might be
in short supply in spring.

TENNIS COURTS
Construction — Resurfacing

M-C Sport Systems, Inc.
Addison, IL

John Maniscalco 312/628-0500

JAMES R. BURDETT

Grounds Maintenance Supplies

Post Office Box 52
Lombard, lllinois 60148
e (312) 620-5558
Car Phone 802-5656




(608) 836-7041

compa ng OF WISCONSIN, INC

LEE BRUCE
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION

2830 W. BELTLINE HWY. ¢ P.0O. BOX 330
MIDDLETON, WI 53562

DUTCH
SAND COMPANY, INC.

S S
APPROVED TOP DRESSING SAND
GOLF COURSE AGGREGATES

TRAP SAND

Call for direct quotes on all your
Aggregate needs
Richard E. Mika (312) 374-2303
(312) 938-7020

KING OF THE
LOADERS

New Holland ‘‘Super
Boom'' l|oaders have
many features that set it
apart from the competi-
tion, including:

* Long dump reach.
Loader lifts the payload
forward as the boom
rises.

* Long wheelbase. Pro-
vides excellent stability.

MARTIN IMPLEMENT
SALES, INC.

18400 SOUTH 104th AVENUE
ORLAND PARK, IL 60482 PHONE: 349-8430

IR \EVW HOLLAND s

Your authorized

BROUWER

srouwer  5-or 7-GANG
FAIRWAY MOWER

v FLOATING HEAD TO FOLLOW CONTOURS

v~ EASY TO TRANSPORT AND BACKLAP

»» SMALL POWER REQUIREMENTS ALLOW
LESS COMPACTION, LESS FUEL CONSUMPTION

» P.T.0. DESIGN ALLOWS SUCCESSFUL MOW
ING EVEN WHEN WET

»» VARIABLE FREQUENCY OF CUTENSURES THE

HIGHEST QUALITY OF CUT
FOR DEMONSTRATION, CALL

CHRISTENSEN
3 POWER
4] EQUIPMENT

MONEE-MANHATTAN ROAD
815 469-5898 FRANKFORT, IL 60423

i &

Irrigation Engineering Co.
...SOUND ENGINEERING and QUALITY MATERIALS

Your Exclusive

Weather X matic.

LAWN AND TURF IRRIGATION
Distributor

9242 BROADWAY ¢« BROOKFIELD, IL 60513
(312) 485-6023
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PRODUCTS. LTD

2 N 255 County Farm Rd. West Chicago, IL 60185
Phone: (312) 668-5537

PEERLESS FENCE CO.

3N381 Powis Rd.
West Chicago, IL
eChain-Link Fencing *Driving Range Fencing
*Wood Fencing *Tee Protection Fencing
*Special Gates *Wood & Steel Guard-Rails
*Golf Course Work Our Specialty

312/584-7710 Hal Laman

**Golf Course Work a Specialty™

LEMONT PAVING CO.
Lemont, IL 60439

Jim, Tracy, Ray Murphy 257-6701
WHOLESALE e
SUPPLIER for e

Landscapers ® Nurserymen e Golf Courses

Turf and Agricultural Chemicals
Common and Elite Turf Grass Seed
Union Fork Tools

Peat Moss — Bark — Mulches
Root Lowell Sprayers

Shaws and F.S. Fertilizers

oo 0000

CUSTOM BLENDING OF BULK FERTILIZERS

OUR SPECIALTY
Pickup or Delivered from our Bulk Fertilizer Plant
Custom Fertilizer Spreading Available

DISTRIBUTORS OF F.S. PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

GASOLINE e LUBE OIL e DIESEL FUEL

LAKE COOK FARM SUPPLY

PETROLEUM TURF BULK FERTILIZER
DIVISION DIVISION PLANT
101 E. MAIN ST, 1214W NORTHWEST HWY. 170 CEDAR AVE.
LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 PALATINE, IL 60067 LAKE VILLA, IL 80046
540-0100 991-4800 356-9600

““A Rebuttal’’

Dear Mr. Carney:

As President of the Midwest Association of Golf Course
Superintendents of the Greater Chicago Metropolitan Area, I
have been elected by our membership (totaling 470) to write
you a letter. This letter is in rebuttal to your recent article that
appeared in the January 1987 issue of Golf Digest entitled, *“MY
SHOT — A case for banning temporary greens."" Let’s say that
Robert Carney is granted one wish: All superintendents are go-
ing to ban temporary winter greens. In so doing, you remove
one of the superintendents alternatives for winter golf play, and
leaves him with just two choices: 1.) The golf course, including
the greens, would be open and played the same in winter as
in summer and, 2.) the golf course would be closed during the
winter and reopened only when the greens were fit to play.

In some cases, the superintendent has no choice, the powers
to be force him to keep the greens open at all times. This is
the type of golf course you need to locate, join, and become
a life-time member, because they cater to people like you. They
are concerned mainly with optimizing revenues, and have little
regard for course conditions. In most cases, the superintendent
will decide when people can or cannot play greens in the winter.
This decision should be made by the expert, the one who knows
the golf course and it’s conditions better than anyone, and that
person is the golf course superintendent.

Your lack of knowledge about golf-green construction and
maintenance is quite obvious. I'll guarantee you there are no
two golf greens alike anywhere. How can you possibly com-
pare one course to another with the numerous variables involv-
ed? Remember, putting greens consist of millions of small turf-
grass plants that are living tissue, anchored and growing in a
living soil medium. These plants continue to live throughout
the year. In this region of the country, bentgrass becomes dor-
mant during late November and breaks dormancy in mid-April.
When mechanical or physiological damage occurs to the plant
during dormancy, no recovery can occur until late April or May
when temperatures are favorable for regrowth. Most of the
damage is superficial, but when the crown or growing point
of the plant is damaged, recovery will be slow or non-existant.
The damaged areas provide a place for weak annual weed
grasses, such as Poa annua, to germinate and develop. thus
reducing turfgrass quality.

It’s not that we don’t want to be bothered with winter golfers,
the turfgrass plants and the putting surface cannot afford to be
damaged by winter golfers. The price for restoring the greens
to tournament quality is prohibitive when considering the small
number of people who cause the damage and benefit from winter
play. If everyone had 45 holes similar to Gordon Witteveen,
or even 27 holes, you would see a few superintendents allow
winter play on 9 holes. However, this is not the norm, it is an
exceptionally rare case. How can you possibly take one exam-
ple and make a case for everyone to ban temporary winter
greens? Each club has different policies and procedures. The
superintendents are striving to do what is best for the good of
the club, the golf course, and the great majority of it's members
by providing temporary greens. If you ban temporary winter
greens, then we basically have just one choice, and that is to
close the putting greens and the golf course until further notice.

James E. Evans, President, MAGCS
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1011 61st Street
Lisle. Iinois 6053 J12/969-1898

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.

as a Chicago area representative for these

Oregon-grown certified turfgrass varieties:
E iy ey e~ PERENNIAL RYEGRASSES FINE FESCUES
m 604&/ W Citation II @ Birdie II Shadow @ Flyer @ Fortress

Omega II ® Manhattan II HARD FESCUES
KENTUCKY BLUEGRASSES Aurora ® Waldina

We sell an air-dried, uniform and Columbia ® Midnight

free flowing top dressing. Challenger  Galaxy Blend g'Hl-FEP FESCUE
ighorn
ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT. TALL FESCUES
Olympic ® Apache WILDFLOWER MIX
HUMUS — BLACK SOIL Triathalawn Blend Bloomers
Produced by:

HENRY FRENZER Turf-Seed, Inc.

PO Box 250, Hubbard, OR 97032

503/981-9571
620 Webster St. ®
Area Code 312 Algonquin, IL TWX510-590-0957
658-5303 60102

ﬁhe Wetting Agent with Proven Results.
Over 500 Golf Courses in the U.S.A.
use NAIAD Central Injection Systems.

THE LOOK.. . .

Greener, More Uniform Turf Color . . .Including Banks And Slopes.

THE SAVING . . .

More Irrigation Water Goes Directly Into The Soil.
Minimal Run-Off On Banks And Slopes.

LESS lIrrigation Water Used. LESS Labor Is Needed.
LESS Electrical Pump Energy Required.

THE EASE., . .

One-Step Application. NAIAD
Metering Pumps Inject NAIAD
Directly Into Irrigation
System, Or Use The
NAIADrencher
Tool For Trouble
Spot Appli-
cations.

Naiad

Chicagoland Distributors:

Turf Products, Ltd. Bo Jo Turf Supply Co.
2 N 255 County Farm Rd. RR No. 1 Box 101
Waest Chicago, IL 60185 Peotone, IL 60468
(312) 668-5537 / 231-8441 (312) 258-3485

Home Office: Naiad Co. Pleasanton, CA (415) 462-5855 J
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Stadium Course, PGA West

Golf’s Premier Irrigation Control System

Repeatedly the choice of the world's leading architects and super-
intendents, MAXI® [l from Rain Bird is recognized as golf course
irrigation’s most exciting and versatile
computerized control system.

Sophisticated. Reliable. Powerful. MAXI®
Il offers state-of-the-art irrigation tech-
nology. An IBM computer, too. Not to
mention the ability to handle a wide range

of important functions. Lighting—securi-
ty—and a host of other necessary [ -
operations.

Legends in the making—the great golf
courses of tomorrow are being built
today. And MAXI® [l| is there!

Controllers. Rotors. 50 years of golf course irrigation experience. R‘I”& BIRDO

Rain Bird — the choice from coast to coast
lllinois:

[ GENTURY RAIN Am SRR s R R N

51772-2 Cassopolis Street, RTE #19, Elkhart, IN 46514 .219-262-2270
Indiana, lowa, Wisconsin TOLLL FREE number...800/323-2352
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