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President's Message

Continuing education is important to us throughout the year,
particularly during the winter months when we have more
available time to participate. Whether it is simply in the form
of perusing magazine articles, or attending an International Turf-
grass Conference, both contribute to the learning process. In
the profession of golf course management, the necessity for con-
tinuing education is increasing at a rapid rate. One needs not
to look far to see all the educational opportunities that are
available to us. The M.A.G.C.S./G.C.S.A.A. regional seminars
held recently at Pheasant Run Resort are a good example. A
total of 80 people attended, with 58 in "Basic Turfgrass Botany
and Physiology", and 22 in "Irrigation II: Systems Design and
Management". The botany and physiology seminar presented
by Dr. James Beard and Dr. Jeffrey Krans continued a good
review of basic botany principles, and covered current data that
is on the leading edge of turfgrass research technology. I felt
the quality of information presented during those two days could
not be attained anywhere else. To actually be present, one on
one, with the most reknown turfgrass researchers in the world,
was truly a learning experience that I will remember for
sometime. I'm sure many superintendents, including myself,
will be modifying their programs in some fashion, according
to the new research data and recommendations.

We must take advantage of the various educational oppor-
tunities that surround us, first by attending, and then by getting
involved in the program. A general discussion, or question and
answer session, is vital to the learning process, and stimulates
thought that would not occur by simply reading a book. Tak-
ing notes during the seminar is helpful. Upon returning to work,

. write a"brief summary report highlighting the most important
points of interest and keep them in a file for later use. Not all
of the learning is accomplished in the classroom either. The
social gathering and conversation that occurs during break or
over lunch can lead to a variety of interesting topics that can
be quite beneficial.

Reviewing the educational programs in the area, one starts
to realize the potential. The N. C .T .E. provides a wide variety
of programs and topics which become bigger and better each
year. Purdue University and M.R.T.F. have presented a com-
prehensive two day turf conference for many years. In fact,
many universities with turf programs, such as Wisconsin, Min-
nesota, Ohio State, Michigan State, Penn State, etc., have an-
nual turf conferences. The Chicago District Golf Association
presents a half-day seminar on timely turf topics each spring.

•

•
-2-



•
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE (cont'd from page 2)

The Chicago land Association of Golf Course Superintendents
presented an excellent one day forum entitled' 'Computers in
Golf Course Management" during November of 1986. The
M. A. G .C .S., Inc. monthly meetings also provide good educa-
tional speakers and timely topics. The list goes on.

The number of conferences, seminars, and meetings held dur-
ing recent years, in my opinion, have steadily increased both
in quantity and quality. This trend indicates that our industry
is rapidly changing, and has resulted in an increased demand
for pertinent information. There is valid concern that we may
be unable to keep step with the pace. The deeper we delve into
the subject of turfgrass science utilizing basic research as the
spearhead, the less it seems we actually know for fact. Many
of the basic principles of turfgrass science that we accepted as
fact twenty years ago, do not stand true today. For example,
look at how our management practices have changed regarding
fairway maintenance just in the last three years. Weare on the
threshold of major research break throughs and subsequent
modification of our management practices and theories. We have
made many advances in recent years, but we cannot afford to
rest on our laurels.

Make an effort to get involved with all that is happening in
this industry. Demonstrate to your club officials and members
that you are exerting an effort to try and keep up with the ever-
changing world of golf course management. It will not only
benefit you personally, but it is going to benefit the entire club
and the turfgrass industry. The next time someone asks you,
"What do you do in the winter?", you'll be better prepared
to answer them.• James E. Evans

•

Ray Schmitz Biography
Ray Schmitz has been the Golf Course Superintendent at

Flossmoor Country Club since 1978 and has worked on golf
courses since 1964. His experience goes back to Hickory Hills
Country Club where he worked for 6 years as the Golf Course
Superintendent after graduating from the University of Wiscon-
sin with a B.S. Degree in Agronomy and Soils. During the time
he was at Hickory Hills he oversaw the construction of Green
Garden Country Club in Frankfort. When Green Garden was
finished the owners of Hickory Hills Country Club sold that
operation and devoted their energies to running Green Garden
Country Club.

Part of that deal was that Ray Schmitz would go to Green
Garden as the new Golf Course Superintendent. He stayed there
for another 6 years until 1978 when he moved to Flossmoor
Country Club. Ray is currently in the second year of a two-
year term as an MAGCS Director and is the official Bull Sheet
photographer.

Ray is married and has 3 sons, all of which have either worked
for Ray at Flossmoor or are currently working there for him
now. His hobbies include computer science and he is currently
involved in a bowling league and a golf league.

MAGCS Directors Column
Golf Handicaps

In recent years the MAGCS has required a current golf han-
dicap in order to participate in our monthly golf outings. Han-
dicaps are designed to be a great equalizer among golfers allow-
ing the less skilled to play on equal terms with the very skilled.
A players golf handicap can be obtained in two ways. One way
is through the service offered at ones home club or through the
MAGCS golf chairman. The Golf Chairman enters all scores
turned into him and sends them to a computer service called
GHIN (Golf Handicap Information Network) located in New
Jersey. They in turn compute the handicaps and provide a week-
ly printout for subscribing MAGCS members.

To determine a handicap a golfer must play a minimum of
5 rounds. Ideally the best 10 scores of the 20 most recent scores
are averaged and compared with the USGA course rating.
Course rating - how is it figured? Simply by the number of
strokes a 0 handicap player registers during a round of golf on
a given course. This figure is the course rating in simple terms.

Let's put the facts to work to determine a handicap. Course
rating is 72. A players average for 10 rounds is 90. In 10 rounds
the player averages 18 strokes over the course rating
(90-72 = 18). The USGA Handicap rules now tell us to take the
18 (crude handicap) and multiply by 10, = 180. Now the rules
say to take 96% of this figure, 180 x 96% = 172.8 or 17.2
for each round. Handicaps do not deal in fractions so we round
off this figure to 17. The players handicap is 17. The handicaps
strokes are deducted from the gross score at the end of the round
to provide the net score. The national handicap average for a
serious amateur is 17 for men and 31 for women.

Sound confusing? It is much easier just to tell the MAGCS
golf chairman that you want a golf handicap. He will enter your
score into the GHIN Handicap System and let a computer do
all the work. Your only responsibility is to provide all scores
so the handicap is kept current or one is defeating the purpose
for which it is intended. This is just one of the services provid-
ed by YOUR MAGCS.

Ray Schmitz, CGCS
Flossmoor C.C.
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YOUR NORTHERN ILLINOIS
DISTRIBUTOR OF TRIPLOID

WHITE AMUR
• Now Legal in Illinois for BIOLOGICAL

control of Nuisance Aquatic Weeds &
Algae

• Order now to secure May/June
Delivery

• Call or write for Recommended
Stocking rates

• Delivery and Stocking is Available to
Guarantee Good Survival

8609 CLARK ROAD
RICHMOND, IL 60071

815-675-6545

LESCOELITE
Fertilizers

4#

'7:" ; .• <

A complete new line of small-
particle sulfur-coated urea
fertilizers specially designed for
low-cut tuti.

~of,.~0,,0'"
LESCO, Inc. • 20005 Lake Road • Rocky River, OH 44116

Cleveland 333·9250

(800) 321-5325
NATIONWIDE

(800) 362-7413
IN OHIO

Determining Tree Age

Tree species, variety or cultivar Factor*
Abies concolor. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Firs............... 7112
Acer campestre Maple-common-field 4
Ace: nigrum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 5
Acer platanoides Maple-Norway 41/2
Acer rubrum. . . . . . . . . .. Maple- Red-Soft. . . . . . . . . .. 4112
Acer saccharinum. . . . . . . . . .. Maple-Silver........... 3
Acer saccharum. . . . . . . . . Maple-Sugar-hard......... 5 V2
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-Chestnut 8
Aesculus octandra 5
Betula nigra Birch-river 3V2
Betula pendula. . . . . . . . . . . . . Birch-silver... . . . . . . . . .. 5
Carya ovata Hickory-shagbark .. ' 71/2

Fagus grandifolia Beech-American 6
Fagus sylvatica Beech-common .4
Fraxinus americana Ash-white 5
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Ash-green 4
Gymnocladus dioicus Coffee , . 3
Juglans nigra Black Walnut-Butternut. 41/2

Liquidambar styraciflua Sweet Gum 4
Lirodendron tulipifera Tulip 3
Picea abies Spruce-Norway 5
Picea pungens Glauca Spruce-Canadian -White 41/2

Pinus nigra Pine-river. .41/2

Pinus resinosa Pine-Norway 51/2
Pinus strobus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pine-White. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Pinus sylvestris. . . . . . . . . . . . Pine-Scotch. . . . . . . . . . . . 31/2

Platanus occidentailis. . . . . . . . . .. Sycamore........... 4
Prunus serotian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cherry 5
Pseudotsuga menziesii. . . . . . . . . . Douglas Fir. . . . . . . . . . 5
Pyrus callery ana Bradford-Pear 3
Quercus alba. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oak-White.............. 5
Quercus coccinea. . . . . . . . . . . . Oak-Scarlet. . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Quercus imbricaria. . . . . . . . . . . Oak-Shingle. . . . . . . . . .. 6
Quercus palustris Oak-Pin 3
Quercus rubra Oak-Red 4
Quercus shumardii Oak 3
Tilia cordata. . . . . . . . .. Linden or Basswood. . . . . . . . .. 3
Ulums americana Elm-White 4

*Factor x diameter in inches = tree age
Credit: Divots 12/86

•
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• TREES

Schroeder's Nursery, Inc.

23379 W. Route 60 - Grayslake, Illinois 60030
Located on Route 60 between Rt. 12 (VOLO) & Rt. 83 (IVANHOE)

• SHRUBS •
RICHARD A. SCHROEDER

DON VIRGENS
CARL DRAVIS

EVERGREENS

B. Haney & Sons, Inc.
COMPLETE TREE SERVICE

• TRIMMING. SPRAYING •
• SELECTIVE CUTTING.

• STUMP REMOVAL •
WE "CARE"

FOR YOUR TREES

(312) 678.7809 • WOOD CHIPS.

3344 Lincoln si., Franklin Park, IL 60131

•

Specializing in Large Caliper Trees
We offer complete installation

TELEPHONE: 312 - 546-9444

~lfi
LAWN CARE TREE CARE

Weed. Insect, Disease Control; Tree Spraying, Feeding,
Fertilizing, Core-airifying, Slit Seeding Surgery, Trimming, Removal

HYDROSEEDING PRAIRIE SEEDING

3524 LONG GROVE ROAD
LONG GROVE, ILLINOIS 60047 (312)438-5161

• RONSTAR@ is a registered trademark of RHONE·POULENC, INC.
DURSBAN@ is a registered trademark of DOW CHEMICAL, USA

PAR EX PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS®
with IBDU~:•• with IBDU/SCU@•••

with ADDITIVES.
_._---------

26-3-5 PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS for
PROFESSIONAL TURFGRASS MANAGERS.
We formulate our products to satisfy the regional nutritional require-
ments of your turf. Many of these mixes contain our exclusive
nitrogen source, IBDU: or our exclusive mixture IBDU/SCU. We are
now offering the best additives in our mixes: Ronstar,' Dacthat"
Balan~ Dursban; Oftanol,' and others. la.ll••• ,~
Check with your local Par Ex ... ~ ....
Territory Manager or Par Ex Distributor. PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS

Territory Manager
Thomas E. Skinner

Keokuk,IA
319/524-8912

Turf Products Ltd.
West Chicago, IL

312/668-5537

DACTHAL@ is a registered trademark of S.O.S. BIOTECH
@OFTANOL is a registered trademark of the Parent Company

of Farben Fabriken-Bayer, GmbH. Leberkosen
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PUMP HOUSE
SPECIALISTS

ALL FACETS OF
ELECTRICAL CONTROL PANELS

•
CENTRIFUGAL & TURBINE PUMPS

•
PRESSUREREGULATING

VALVE REPAIRS
•

NEW CONSTRUCTION
•

EXPERTTROUBLESHOOTING

FOR SERVICE CONTACT:

LYN-TECH SYSTEMS
(312) 289-7579

ELECTRICAL MECHANICAL
AND

PUMPING MACHINERY

Grown In Fumigated Soil
Free from Foreign Strains of Grass and Weeds

Basic Horticultural Methods
A One-Day Education seminar

IndlanapoUs, Indiana
February 23, 1987

The Indiana Golf Course Superintendents Association and
GCSAA are pleased to announce the presentation of "Basic
Horticultural Methods" on Monday, February 23, 1987, at
the Holiday Inn North, Indianapolis, Indiana.

Dr. Nick Christians, Association Professor of Horticulture
at Iowa State University, will instruct this introductory program
covering the basic principles of horticulture with examples
specific to turfgrass management. Plant identification, establish-
ment and propagation will be covered to include the principles
of fertilization, irrigation, seeding methods and mineral nutri-
tion. This course is an excellent review for turf managers who
need a refresher course as well as for superintendents needing
to tie together practical knowledge and scientific principles.

Attendance at this seminar will earn participants one Conti-
nuing Education Unit (CEU) and a Certificate of Achievement
from GCSAA. Space is limted and registrations will be con-
firmed on a first-come, first-served basis. Refunds will be allow-
ed only for WRITTEN cancellations received at GCSAA Head-
quarters two weeks in advance of the seminar.

For more information and registration form, write to: GCSAA
Regional Seminars, 1617 S1. Andrews Drive, Lawrence, KS
66046.

IMPORTANT NOTE: Seminar registrants are responsible for
their own overnight accommodations. A special rate has been
negotiated with the Holiday Inn North: $65 for a double; $55
for a single. A reservation form identifying you as a seminar
participant will be forwarded with your letter of confirmation.

•

•
Support

Our Advertisers

JAMES R. BURDETT

•
Grounds Maintenance Supplies

Post Office Box 52
Lombard, Illinois 60148

(312) 620·5558
Car Phone 802·5656
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Dr. James Watson Receives Man of the
Year Award

• Dr. James Watson, vice president of customer relations and
agronomist for The Toro Company, Minneapolis, MN, has been
named 1986 Man of the Year by both Landscape and Irriga-
tion and Weeds, Trees, and Turf magazine.

Watson, 66 is one of the nation's leading figures in the
development of the turfgrass industry. He was the first person
in the country to receive a Ph.D. in turfgrass science, which
he earned in 1950 at Penn State University. Since then, Wat-
son has been one of the industry's leading proponents of the
need to research water conservation and turf management.

Since joining Toro in 1952, Watson has been part of the com-
pany's product development team. "He has been a real source
of innovation," said Ken Melrose, president of the Toro Com-
pany. "Having an agronomist advising us on trends has given
us a great advantage. He is very much involved in product
development, distributor relations and customer service."

Watson is a "fellow" in the American Society of Agronomy
and the Crop Science Society, and is currently an Adjunct Pro-
fessor in the Department of Horticulture and Landscape Archi-
tecture for the University of Minnesota.

• 5-or 7-GANG
FAIRWAY MOWER

>.;.; ... ;:. "

BROUWER
TURF EQUIPMENT LMTEO

•

1/ FLOATING HEAD TO FOllOW CONTOURS
1/ EASY TO TRANSPORT AND BACKlAP
1/ SMAll POWER REQUIREMENTS AllOW

lESS COMPACTION, lESS FUEL CONSUMPTION
1/ P.T.O. DESIGN ALLOWS SUCCESSFUL MOW

ING EVEN WHEN WET
1/ VARIABLE FREQUENCY OF CUT ENSURES THE

HIGHEST QUALITY OF CUT
~ FOR DEMONSTRATION, CALL
~ CHRISTENSEN
~ POWER
~ EC3UIPMENT

MONEE·MANHATTAN ROAD
815 469-5898 FRANKFORT, IL 60423

eTI FORKS

Make your tractor-loader more versatile
with ell forks.

Martin Implement Sales, Inc.
16400 South 104th Avenue
Orland Park, IL 60462
312·349·8430

Irrigation Engineering Co.
...SOUND ENGINEERING and QUALITY MATERIALS

Your Exclusive

!!!!lNt~!r[*J!!!!!~.
Distributor

9242 BROADWAY • BROOKFIELD, IL 60513
(312) 485-6023
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2 N 255 County Farm Rd. West Chicago, IL 60185
Phone: (312) 668-5537

PEERLESS FENCE CO.
3N381 Powis Rd.
West Chicago, IL

-Chain-Link Fencing -Driving Range Fencing
-Wood Fencing -Tee Protection Fencing
-Special Gates -Wood & Steel Guard-Rails

-Golf Course Work Our Specialty
312/584-7710 Hal Laman

"Golf Course Work a Specialty"

LEMONT PAVING CO.
Lemont, IL 60439

Jim, Tracy, Ray Murphy 257-6701

i:
~.LAKE COOK

~ FARM
~ SUPPLY

Landscapers I Nurserymen I Golf Courses
• Turf and Agricultural Chemicals
• Common and Elite Turf Grass Seed
• Union Fork Tools
• Peat Moss - Bark - Mulches
• Root Lowell Sprayers
• Shaws and F.S. Fertilizers

WHOLESALE
SUPPLIER for

CUSTOM BLENDING OF BULK FERTILIZERS
OUR SPECIAL TV

Pickup or Delivered from our Bulk Fertilizer Plant
Custom Fertilizer Spreading Available

DISTRIBUTORS OF F.S. PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

GASOLINE. LUBE OIL. DIESEL FUEL

[§J LAKE COOKFARM: SUPPLY
PETROLEUM TURF BULK FERTILIZER

DIVISION DIVISION PLANT
101 E. MAIN ST. 1214W NORTHWEST HWY. 170 CEDAR AVE.

LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 PALATINE, IL 60067 LAKE VILLA, IL 60046

540-0100 991·4800 356-9600

•

Ken Zanzig (right) receives "The Charles Bartlett Award"from
Dudley Smith

Charles Bartlett Award to Ken Zanzig
The M.A.G.C.S. Charles Bartlett Award came out of retire-

ment and was presented to Kenneth R. Zanzig at the January
meeting. The award is in memory of our friend, the former golf
editor of the Chicago Tribune. Charles Bartlett's column, the
"Locker Room" appeared weekly in the Sunday Tribune. •
Bartlett, like Herb Graffis, promoted the efforts of the golf
course superintendent, but maintained we must do our own
public relations. The greenkeeper must shed his overalls,
mingle, be seen and listened to. The tribute recognizes an
outstanding feat in oratory or journalism by a Midwest member.
Past winners include Paul Voykin, Oscar Miles, Norman
Kramer, Ray Gerber, Robert Williams, and Julius Albaugh.

Ken Zanzig started his golf career with Leonard "Brownie"
DeBruyn at the Ridge Country Club in 1950. He was superinten-
dent for John Curtis at Walnut Hills G.C. until the course was
sub-divided. In 1986 Ken Zanzig retired as superintendent of
Green Garden Country Club in Frankfort, Illinois. In 1978 Ray
Gerber published an original poem by Zanzig in the Bull Sheet.
Since that time each issue has contained a Zanzig inspiration.
In recognition of his wit, integrity, and artisitic ability the
Midwest Association honors our "poet laureate" with the
Charles Bartlett Award.

"February Magic"
February! The shortest month of the Year,

Where mid-winter magic doth appear.
From Ground-Hog predictions thru Valentine Day,

The Month has a habit of slipping away.
While in the midst of Winter's cold sting, •

Thoughts leap ahead, anticipating Spring.
Happiness is knowing, before very long,

All of Nature will be singing Spring's song.
Kenneth R. Zanzig
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• • SOPHISTICATED
SIMPLICITY

• FUNCTIONAL
QUALITY

• PERFORMANCE
AND
DURABILITY

OUR MOST POPULAR
TRIPLEX REEL MOWER
JUST GOT BETTER

• Rigid mount deluxe seat for
comfort

• Positive roller height adjusters
• Anti-scalp front rollers (optional)

• 12 h.p. electric start, Kohler engine
• Tight/slack belt main clutch
• TRW - automotive type steering
• Rear roller 3" diameter with

Timken roller bearings
• 6 blade reel
• 16 x 6.50 front tires, 18 x 8.50

rear tire

ALSO AVAILABLE:
68" to 76" - 5 gang PTa pull type
with verticut attachment

QUALITY PRODUCTS WITH DEPENDABLE SERVICE
MAIN OFFICE Orland Park, Illinois. 16450 South 104th Avenue • 312/349-8484
BRANCH OFFICE Wheeling, Illinois. 291 East Messner • 312/459-7008•
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•
Stadium Course, PGA West

Golf's Premier Irrigation Control System
Repeatedly the choice of the world's leading architects and super-
intendents, MAXI® III from Rain Bird is recognized as golf course
irrigation's most exciting and versatile
computerized control system.
Sophisticated. Reliable. Powerful. MAXI®
III offers state-of-the-art irrigation tech-
nology. An IBM computer, too. Not to
mention the ability to handle a wide range
of important functions. Lighting-securi-
ty-and a host of other necessary
operations.
Legends in the making-the great golf
courses of tomorrow are being built
today. And MAXI® III is there! :u
Controllers. Rotors. 50 years of golf course irrigation experience. RAIN+8IRa
Rain Bird - the choice from coast to coast

Illinois:
341 Lively Blvd., Elk Grove Village, IL 60007 312-640-6660
Indiana:
51772-2 Cassopolis Street, RTE #19, Elkhart, IN 46514.219-262-2270

Indiana, Iowa, Wisconsin TOLL FREE number ...800/323-2352
-10-
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