
(Nematodes cont'd.)
critters seldom exceeds a few inches per year? Were they spread
by golf shoes, spikers, aerifier tines, or did the population build
up in the soil naturally! Is it the sandier soil we're using in our
greens or did the mercuries and other heavy metals used for
disease control keep Nematodes in check? Milorganite has been
known to suppress Nematodes. Is it because activated sewage
sludge contains metals which may suppress Nematodes, or does
activated sewage sludge enhance development of natural
preditors?

Nematodes should be treated in the adult stage with soil
temperatures above 60 degrees F. As the season moved toward
fall, soil temperatures dropped and rains became frequent, which
helped the greens recover to a healthy looking appearance.
Knowing Nematodes were likely to reoccur the following
season, the greens were watched very closely for symptoms.

Mid May of 1986, the soil temperatrues warmed and
Nematodes were again found on the yellowing grass plants. At
this time all greens were treated with Nemacur 15% granular
at 2# material per 1000 square feet. Nine holes were closed and
treated at a time because Nemacur is a highly toxic restricted
use chemical which must be watered in using a minimum of
1/2" water immediately after application.

Nemacur claims systemic control for up to seven months, so
only one treatment was made. We experienced no discolora-
tion or burn on the turf after the heavily watering in the chemical
and the health of the greens improved with no reoccuring
symptoms.

I've learned a great deal about Nematodes but have come up
with more questions than answers. Experts also question the
threshold levels required for damage on golf greens. We know
this may be a reoccuring problem at Bartlett Hills Golf Course
and are much too familiar with the damage symptoms. I feel
our course is safe for the rest of the year, but next year may
be a whole new ball game.

- - - -

"October Treasure"
October; a delightful time of the Year.

Octoberfest; time to share Your favorite Beer.
Pumpkins, Corn Shocks, Halloween Fun,

Leaves turning color, Fall's on the run.
Another Golf Season is closing fast,

Pressure is off, Relief at last.
Beautiful Autumn, a Painter's delight,

Soothes the Soul, all is right.
The Treat of Harvest Time fills the Air,

A Share of It's Treasure to All is There.
Kenneth R. Zan zig

The INDESTRUCTIBLE LAWN by
111111111111111111111111111111111

GEOBLDCK®
LANDSCAPING SYSTEM

The GEOBLOCK. Landscaping
System by PRESTO provides
invisible support for pedestrian
and vehicular traffic while main-
taining a thick cover of grass.

The strong, reinforced plastic
GEOBLOCK features ...
-Interlocking system for

maximum weight-load transfer
- Easy installation,

lightweight ... can be cut with
a hand saw

- Resistant to chemicals,
fertilizers and
temperature extremes

-Two sizes available ... 2"
heavy duty use 1 -1/8" light
duty use

~ 1Illinois:
341 Lively Blvd., Elk Grove Village, IL 60007 312/640-6660

................... l1li Indiana:
'----------------~ 51772-2 Cassopolis St., Rte. #19, Elkhart, IN 46514. 219/262-2270

Indiana, Iowa, Wisconsin TOLL FREE 800/323-2352
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Do you want to try a
trap rake that has

all of the best features of the
Smithco Easy Rider

and the
Toro Sand Pro?

Call us right now
and ask to see the

···1 6 hp. Kohler cast iron engine
••• 3 wheel hydraulic drive

••• rear mounted engine for better engine

life and operator comfort
••• Simplified hydraUlics and accesstbnny

••• Flotation rake for "the best finish available-

••• hydraUlic control of the sand cutttvator

••• NOWAVAILABLE-- a front mounted plow

and an edger that REAli Y WORKSI

_I illinois lawnI equipment inc.• II: illinOis industrial
~..... equipment co.

MAIN OFFICE Orland Park, Illinois· 16450 South 104th Avenue • 312/349-848,-,
BRANCH OFFICE Wheeling, Illinois • 291 East Messner· 312/459-7008
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Midwest Br~ezes

Upcoming Events - Mark Your Calendar
October 6 - MAGCS monthly meeting at Wilmette C.C.
October 29-30 - The Wisconsin Golf Turf Symposium
November 5 - Annual meeting of MAGCS at Cyprus Inn.
November 10-12 - Penn State Turf Conference
December 9-11 - North Central Turfgrass Exposition
January 6-7 - GCSAA & MAGCS Seminars at Pheasant Run
January 26 - February 3 - GCSAA Conference in Phoenix
March 2-4 - Midwest Regional Turf Conference

Petition for By-Law Change of
Article II, Section 2 Membership

Proposal to read: "Class B - Golf Course Superintendent
or Assistant Golf Course Superintendent: To qualify for Class
B Membership, an applicant shall have completed at the time
of application for membership, at least one (1) year as a golf
course superintendent or at least three (3) years as assistant to
a golf course superintendent, and shall be presently employed
in either of the above capacities. Class B Members shall have
all the privileges of the Association, except that of holding
office. "

Dave Behrman had a crowd at his monthly meeting with 116
for golf and 120 for dinner. Nadler picked up the check for lunch
and the drinks and hors d' oeuvres before the dinner meeting.
Thank you Nadler Golf Car Sales.

Congratulations to Harry Lovero, the new Superintendent at
Oakbrook Hills Golf Club which is the new Carson/Butler
course at Midwest Road & 35th Street in Oakbrook. Harry was
the assistant to Harold Frederickson at Edgewood Valley C. C.

Dudley Smith is calling in all college grads to polish up their
golf game, especially the Penn State grads, so they can take
the trophy away from those hot shot golfers from Purdue. The
3rd annual inter-collegiate golf tournament will take place at
Wilmette Golf Course at our October monthly meeting. If you
are a graduate from a college you are qualified to play and win
the trophy.

Position Open - Assistant Golf Course Supt.
Kankakee Country Club in Kankakee, Illinois is looking for an
Assistant Superintendent. Good salary, health insurance, and
a three-bedroom home on the beautiful Kankakee River for the
right applicant.
Send resume to: Kankakee Country Club

P. O. Box 29
Kankakee, Illinois 60901
c/o Tom Rodems

Basic Turfgrass Botany & Physiology
and Irrigation Part II:

Systems Design & Management
The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents and

GCSAA proudly present two two-day educational seminars in
the Chicago area. "BASIC TURFGRASS BOTANY &
PHYSIOLOGY," instructed by Dr. James B. Beard of Texas
A&M University and Dr. Jeffrey S. Krans, Mississippi State
University, will cover the basics of turfgrass botany and
physiology, including the origin and taxonomy of the turfgrass
plants; cells, tissues and organs; plant physiology; shoot and
root growth and development; seeds and inflorescence. Mow-
ing, fertilization, water management, cultivation, establishment
and pest management of the turfgrass plantwill be discussed.

Mr. William "Bill" Speelman, product application manager
with Toro's irrigation division, and Mr. David D. Davis, in-
dependent irrigation consultant, will teach "IRRIGATION
PART II: SYST:E:M"SDESIGN & MANAGEMENT." Cover-
ing the design, operation and management practices for energy
efficient water conservative and cost effective golf course ir-
rigation 'systems, subjects will include economic designing of
mainline piping systems, selecting and locating "looped" mains,
analyzing the efficiency of sprinkler coverage and selecting
sprinklers, valves and controllers. The influence of computers
on the system design and management and the overall economics
of golf course irrigation will be discussed.

January 6 and 7, 1987
Pheasant Run Resort
St. Charles, Illinois

Attendance at either of these seminars will earn participants
two Continuing Education Units (CEUs) and a Certificate of
Achievement from GCSAA. Space is limited and registrations
will be confirmed on a first-come, first-served basis. Refunds
will be allowed only for WRITTEN cancellations received at
GCSAA Headquarters two weeks in advance of the seminars.

REGISTER NOW!!
Call 1-800-GSA-SU'PT for more information, or write

GCSAA Regional Seminars, 1617 St. Andrews Drive,
Lawrence, KS 66046.
NOTE: Registrants are responsible for their own overnight ac-
commodations. A special rate of $65 for a double or single is
available to seminar attendees at Pheasant Run. A reservation
card documenting your participation will be forwarded upon
receipt of your registration fee.

Bruce Burchfield reports that he lost one assistant and gained
another. Ernest Corsi who has been with Bruce for several years
has taken over the new course that is being built in Glendale
Heights and has been named Glendale Lakes G. C. Greg Coyne
who was Tom Rodems assistant at Kankakee C.C. has moved
north as Bruce's new assistant starting in October. And as is
posted, Tom is IQokin~_!~~_~~_~~!_i_~~~~tnow.

The ITF Golf Day which was held at Bryn Mawr & Evanston
was a huge success. The courses were both great, but you
couldn't say the same for the weather. The MAGCS donated
$2,000.00 to turfgrass research and $716.00 was raised in a
raffle. Carl Hopphan and his assistant Terry Dillner won the
Domenic Grotti Trophy which will be a yearly event at the ITF
Golf Day.

-13-



In Your Garden
It's Pumpkin Time
Happy Jack O'lanterns
In windows Halloween night.
Lilttle spook and goblin faces
In the flickering light.
Shouting gleefully
They run from door to door
Though their shopping bags are full
They'll trick or treat for more.

In that window, on this porch
Carved, glowing pumpkins mean,
You kids are welcome at this home.
And Happy Halloween.

Carved pumpkins ... Jack-O'lanterns ... the symbol of Hallo-
ween fun. Whether you can get your youngsters to eat a spoon-
ful of squash or not, there are few who don't appreciate the
ones we call pumpkins. They are fun. The seeds are good to
eat, and carving the face on a big orange beauty is part of our
American tradition.

I guess I'm still a kid at heart, says James A. Fizzell, Univer-
sity of Illinois Horticulturist in Cook County, because I still
look forward to going to the farm to pick out and carve a jack
O'lantern.

The original jack -0' -lantern according to Irish legend was
a ne'er-do-well kinsman known as Jack O'Lantern. Turned away
from heaven and doomed to roam the depths for ever, he hollow-
ed out a turnip, lighted with a coal from the devil's furnace to
find his way.

To Keep Your Course In
Classic Condition, Use These

High-Quality Products
from OR-AM

eNfTROfORM" SLOW·RELfASE
ruTROOEN
ReJasa by slow bIlctcrW .alon
to provide conslstent 38,r. nitrogen.

eTURCAJlI\"lNSECTIClDE
Controls a wide range 01 turf and
OI'Nmentai puts.

e PROORASS" HERBICIDE
Controls certain annual grasses and
broacDeaI weeds In ornamental turf.

eDEL TIC" INSECTICIDE
Glyes fast knockdown Ind long-term
control 01 neu, ticks Met other puts.

: eACTI·DIONE" TURF AND
ORJ"Wll\EJ'fT At FUNGICIDES
Controls a brCMd range of dlseasu
on turf grasses and ornamentals

eBArtOLT1Il TURf AND ORJ'tAJll\EJ'fTAt
FUNQICIDE
Controls pythJum and phytophthora

• PROXOL" 80SP INSECTICIDE
Controls white grubs. sod webwonns.
cutwonnl and artnywonnl In nne turf.

~I\IOR-AM.
NCAAW ~ cnJI'NI'(
~Ol.:n

TliE FAJfNlAY ClASSICS
to keep your coune In top condition

John M. Tumer
Sales Representative

Specialty Chemicals Group

(312)98S~

Serving northern Illinois

Please, call us today! Whatever your tree needs.
to buy, relocate, or transplant ...

312/481-5224
Formerly DeVries Tree Movers Member of: ILCA, ISNA

Irish immigrants replaced the turnip with the pumpkin, thus
the Halloween tradition.

Pumpkins are native to this country. Besides their use as Jack-
O'lanterns they have been immortalized in legend and history
... They were obviously a vital source of food to the earliest
settlers in this country, found their way into literature in the
Legend of Sleepy Hollow, and into intrigue ala the Alger Hiss
microfilms.

While most pumpkins end up with carved faces, there are
many other ways you can use them. Who can resist pumpkin
pie with some ice cream on the side or whipped cream on top?

Pumpkins are everywhere now. Take your youngsters out to
one of the area farms or a roadside stand. Some farms will still
let the kids pick their own pumpkins. Others have attractions
such as haunted houses or petting zoos. And, school tours are
welcome too.

While your children are picking out the perfect candidates
for their Jack o 'lanterns , buy some pumpkins for cooking too.

Pumpkins store well if kept in a cool dry place such as a base-
ment or store room. They will last several months at about 50
degrees, as long as they are undamaged. Be sure ones you store
have the stems on them. Or, cut them up and freeze them for
future use.

Small pumpkins usually are grown for pies. One will be just
about the right size for a pie. Intermediate sizes are best for
jack O'lanterns.

And, just in case you are interested, giant sized pumpkins
are enormous and the winning entry at each year's Half Moon
Bay Pumpkin Festival in California regularly tops a quarter ton.
How many pies would that make?
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8avenow, Support

Our Advertiserspay/ater
during the ProTurt
Pre-Season Sale - -

BOJO TURF SUPPLY co.All qualifying Pre-Season ALL MAJOR TURF SUPPLIES
orders shipped during

• Plant Marvelthe August-December • Vertagreen

period won't be billed ~m • Du Pont
• Daconil - Dacthal

until next spring. • FMC Sprayers
• Chipco

Ask your ProTurf ~ • Naiad
• Aqua-Gro

Tech Rep for details. • Fertilizers

Rick Elye:.\
R R 1 80x 101 P'?otone II!

r---"---'---

48 5820 Oakwood Drive 312-258-3485Apt.2D

ProTurt~
Lisle, IL 60532 - -PH: 312/964-7477

~ ~

The Bunton Greensmower
stands grass up - then cuts it clean.
The Bunton Greensmower's powered rotary brush
brings grass to attention, then clips it off cleanly and
evenly to give your greens the best grooming they've
ever had. And that's just one of this high-quality
mower's many features
This self-propelled mower is highly maneuverable,
with finger-tip controls and equally powered dual
drive rollers to ensure the straightest possible cut.
A hand brake and quick-release removable
pneumatic-tired wheels provide easy transportation.
Add to this a quiet, reliable, 4-cycle Robin
engine and high-quality construction
throughout, and you have a greensmower that's
unmatched in performance - anywhere!

Call us for a demonstration.

ROWLAND'S
Equipment, Inc.
312·381·1084
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Nels J. Johnson
Tree Experts, Inc.
I appreciate the opportunity to

relate some of my early ex-
periences and training, practical
and academic for becoming an
Arborist.

Born in Sweden my boyhood
years were spent in the forest,
meadows, rivers and the moors.
Swedish forest population is
made up of Beech, Oak and a
mixture of other decidious trees
such as Lindens, Ash, European
Alder, Willows, Aspen and Wild
Cherry. Fifty four percent of the
area of Sweden is forested with
conifers; such as Spruce, Pine be-
ing predominant and accounting
for the heavy lumber industry.
The forests with its rich flora and
wildlife fascinated me and I ear-
ly made contact with foresters
who were always respected by the
common people.

While still in grade school, dur-
ing semesters I worked;
transplanting seedlings in the
forest nurseries and later also planting the Pine and Spruce seedl-
ings in the "badlands"; moors not suitable for agriculture. To-
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The forest I planted when just in grade school.
day, those plants are mature trees ready to be harvested. After
graduating from grade school I secured employment as a
gardener apprentice at Christinehof; a large estate with the corps
de logis being built during the latter part of the 17th century
and owned by Count Piper. In order to be accepted at any pro-
fessional school, forestry, gardening, agronomy, three - four
years of practical experience were mandatory for the applicant
and I was no exception. Besides myself there were 3-4 other
apprentices under the direction of a graduate head gardener.
There were conservatories for grapes and peaches, and also for
flowering plants. Considerable acreage was covered with
nursery stock, perennials and vegetables. The area around the
mansion was terraced with walks, turf and flower borders.
Because of a rather harsh climate, grapes and peaches were

(cont'd page 18)

TREES?

Williamson!
IS IT REALLY THAT EASY?

YES !!

8c ASSOCIATES.

Chicago's Largest Tree Spade Fleet
7 Spades 50 - 90"

Supply - Plant - Transplant
Trees from 3 - 10" cal.

Route 2, Huntley, I L 60142 (312) 669-5353

SOIL SAMPLES CAN HELP
• Produce disease resistant. high-vitality plants
• Grow nursery stock faster. sell faster
• Estimate jobs more accurately
• Cut replacement costs "r S-I
And it's done as easily as .. 0p. 0 I

mailing a letter! T to SoCes log ervace o.
Call or mail your soil
27 Ash Street. Frankfort, IL 60423 815/469-2530

NATIONAL CHEMSEARCH CORP.
1001 Craig Road

St. Louis, Missouri 63146

KILLIAN
DESIGN GROUP INCORPORATED

GOLF COURSE ARCHITECTS
639 First Bank Drive. Palatine. Illinois &Xl67 (312) 358·8884
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PAARLBERG CHEMICALS
featuring

-Par-Ex Fertilizer
-vertaqreen Fertilizer
-Du Pont Chemicals
-Chipco Chemicals
-Daconll - Oacthal
- Bean Sprayers
-All Major Turf Supplies

Quality • Value Service

1840 E. 172nd St., So. Holland
312-474-3086 312-258-3485

CUSTOM FORMULATED
FERTILIZERS • Granular or Liquid

• Bagged or Bulk Delivery~yr11e'r ·Formulated to yourJl~ ~ specifications
at no extra costEnterprises, Inc.

IRRIGATION ENGINEERING
COMPANY

featuring

~!lN~!![*)!!!!i~@
Phone(312)~23

9242 Broadway • Brookfield, Illinois 60513

Rt. 53, Elwood, IL 60421
815-423·5808

• Turf Chemicals
• Grass Seed
• R& R Replacement Parts

KOELPER BROS., INC.
Golf Course Building and Remodeling

444 E. Mors Avenue
Wheeling, Illinois 60090

312-438-7881
DANIEL I. KOELPER

312-541-9182
VICTOR C. KOELPER

FOR THE FINEST IN SOD

THORNTON'S SOD NURSERY
312 - 742-5030

Rt. 2 Box 72 Elgin, III. 60120

AIN-IJ-JATfJ!t @(fJIPfJNAT/fJN
OXYGEN TRANSFER IN EXCESS

OF 4-LBS PER HCJ(If FOR EACH HP

one acre size lake
from $550.00

PREVENT
OXYGEN
DEPLETION

and
CONTROL
ALGAE

GENERAL SPECIRCATIONS
Famous FRANKUN Slbmersible motor -
water-cooled. wats"-tiricated. totaIy
EJdosed em IigdrirYJ J70tected Sta1ess
steel oonstructiool'J6YEflts carosion
1/3+P moves 35~ of water pel"
nirute. Diy 7-aros l.IrlI" ftJlload at
115-Ydts. 345Q-RPM Low anmt cost
230-volts a~ - 3.&-anl>s. Must
specify on order.

~

Irrigation Department
8uI1ders PIcKnbInq Supply Co.
133SOUTHROUT£ 53
ADaSOItf, I.LlNOlS 60 10 1

312/629-8100
PREVENTS SUMMER KILL & WINTER KILL
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(Nels J. Johnson cont'd.)

Christinehof, the mansion where ghosts nightly held forth.

grown under glass. The castle or mansion was surrounded "by
deep forests and also some rather wide fields. During the winters
because of inclement weather making my trip home difficult,
I stayed in an auxiliary building. The apprentice quarter had
a large fireplace and was quite comfortable. However, the local
population told so many gruesome ghost stories that I some
nights did not feel too well at ease. The constant nocturnal noises
also at times disturbed me. But for a stubborn belief in the pro-
tection of a greater power, I would not have stayed overnights.
After aboutone year and a half! became an apprentice at "Villa
viola"; a rather extensive greenhouse complex some 400 miles
from my home. All employees had room and board furnished
by the employer, Mr. Forsberg.

Mr. Forsberg was a fine person and I liked cultivating flowers
for the trade. However, after about one year I was employed
by the City parks of Uppsala. This year Uppsala is celebrating

Priced Competitively ...
Quality Products ...

II1\0-" "Or~ ·ce.se"" You gel last, courteous, service
from Arthur Clesen. We've staked
our reputation on it. Try us and

'Immediate Delivery 01. ••' see the difference.

• Chemicals
• Decorative Mulches
• Fertilizers
• Grall Seed

II Mulches
• Hand Tools
• Hose II Fittings

• Ice Melt
• Marking Paint
• 011Absorbents
• Soli Conditioners

• Soli Stabilizers
• Sprayers
• Spreaders

Arthur Clesen, Inc.
543 Diens Dr. • Wheeling, IL 60090

Call 312-537-2177

-18-

We specialize in

"TRAP SAND"

This is also great for use in blending with
Top Dressing.

Terry Maier
Plano, Illinois 312/552-8753

ROSEMAN
2620 eRA WFORD AVE. 864-1842

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS

TURF EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS

ROSEMAN GANG MOWERS

TILLER RAKES

LEL Y SPREADERS

SEEDERS

ROTO TILLERS

HOMELITE CHAIN SAWS

FORD TRACTORS

DEDOES AERIFIER

LOADERS

LEAF MULCHERS

ROT ARY MOWERS

HOMELITE PUMPS

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • RENTALS

Thif-Seed, Inc. proudly presents
Anthony A. 'Tony' Meyer
101161st Street 312/969-1898
Lisle, lllinois 60532

as a Chicago area representative for these
Oregon-grown certified turfgrass varieties:
PERENNIAL RYEGRASSES FINE FESCUES
Citation n , Birdie n Shadow' Flyer' Fortress
Omega n , Manhattan n

HARD FESCUES
Aurora' WaldinaKENTUCKYBLUEGRASSES

Columbia' Midnight
Challenger' Galaxy Blend SHEEP FESCUE

Bighorn
TALL FESCUES
Olympic' Apache
Triathalawn Blend

WILDFLOWER MIX
Bloomers

Produced by:

Turf-Seed, Inc.
PO Box 250, Hubbard, OR 97032
503/981-9571

® TWX510-590-0957



some 700 years of being the cultural center of Sweden. The 
University was founded 1472, and Carl Von Linneus, the father 
of the botanical science worked in Uppsala and founded its first 
botanic garden where I often studied. A statue of Linneus has 
now also been erected at the Chicago Botanic Gardens. After 
two years with the parks in Uppsala including annual studies 
from November until April at Tama Folk High School, uppper 
division I left to attend a private university that would shorten 
the time to graduation. During the years of apprenticeship; — 
if you changed employer, a letter of recommendation was re­
quired from the previous employer. The recommendations 
covered industry, knowledge and general comportment; — if 
the recommendations were below par — no employment. I loved 
Uppsala, the parks, the buildings and the great mounds holding 

Uppsala, ancient castle, birthplace of Mr. Hammerschield — 
president of the United Nations. 

the bones and weapons of the Viking Kings of long ago. The 
students gave the city an air of youthfulness and eternity. By 
the time I was through with my preliminary studies it was almost 
time for induction in the Army; — not just as a conscript, but 
as a student with extra time added to become an officer in the 
reserves. This did not appeal to me; — had debts to pay and 
wanted to get ahead in the world. My parents lived in upper 
Minnesota. My father was a woodsman, sawyer, farmer and 
hunter, — naturally U.S.A., was my destination. Late 1925, 
the King of Sweden granted my permission to leave. I had no 
difficulty getting passage to U.S.A., or to clear Ellis Island. 
Almost immediately I was employed by a Landscape firm in 
Manning Brown, Mass. This firm was landscaping the estate 

This estate — Bosjokloster, dating back to year 1200 — and 
owned by Count Bonde, has an 18-hole golf course. There are 
numerous golf courses in Sweden, but frankly, the Swedes are 
much better on ice than on grass. (cont'd, page 20) 

C O U N T R Y T & L U B 

greenskeeper 
Professional Turf Products 

-Homogenous Granulation 
High Methylene Ureas (W.I.N.) 
-Balanced Feeding 
Fits Your Budget 

A 
Available 

Spring Fertilizers 
include: 

C.C. 8-4-24 
C.C. 18-4-10 
C.C. 18-5-9 
C.C. 18-5-9/Balan 
C.C. 19-4-6/Betasan 
C.C. 19-4-6/Ronstar 
G.G. Dacthal Crab. Cntrl. 

CbUAtu/Gki 

V 1 
Jim 

Walsh 
Division Manager 

12504 Highland Ave. 
Blue Island, IL 60406 

(312) 371-0917 

LEBANON 

RANSOMES 

Motor 180 

Excellent for fairway, tees 

Catchers available 

ASK FOR A DEMONSTRATION NOW! 

0LSEN DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 
969 N. Pepper Road 

Barrington, Illinois 60010 
1-312-381-9333 
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(Nels J. Johnson cont'd.) 

of Pier-Point Lamont, Ridge Rd., Lake Forest, Illinois. I spoke 
English and had a reasonable knowledge of Botany, and work 
ed as foreman for about 20 "plantsmen", mostly from 
Highwood, Illinois. They worked well, even though I did not 
speak Italian. That was the year 1926, and things were booming. 

About two years ago I and my friend Adolph Bertucci met 
an old fellow whom we both recognized. His name was Robert 
Dizon and 1925 we had worked together at the Lamont estate. 
We had breakfast and Dixon still remembered the names of some 
of the fellows we worked with and to my surprise wrote me 
a letter relating what went on 1926, at the work place, the La­
mont estate. Dixon is now dead, — but I treasure his document 
as much as my degree from Northwestern. 

The winter 1926,1 spent at home in Blackduck, Minn., and 
in the spring I was employed by a "tree care firm" on the North-
shore, Illinois. Much of the "care" given the trees in those early 
years would not be approved today. One serious but popular 
practice was filling tree cavities with concrete. Concrete is non-
compatible to living plant tissues and only accelerates the decay. 
After one year I was made foreman and remained in that capacity 
until the financial crash of 1929. 
When I left my employer I was single; my parents had moved 
to Evanston and I told my boss he should give the jobs to the 
married fellows. Strangely, although things were tough, still 
work started coming in. My mother was my first "office girl" 
and in spite of her Swedish accent customers liked to talk to 
her. In a couple of years I employed 3-4 "steady" tree trim­
mers. No one had ever heard of powersaws, high rangers, or 
wood chippers; — it was all hard work using only physical 
power, determination and clear thinking. As years went by my 
business grew. In the early thirties I studied Plant Pathology 
at the University of Chicago. Eventually also "graduated" with 
honors from the Northwestern University. Also conceived the 
idea of licensing through examination of custom tree experts. 

The Illinois Tree Expert Act, in spite of poor enforcement 
by the Dept. of Registration & Education still protected our 
trees, the homeowner and the environment. 1983, the Illinois 
Tree Expert Act was phased out, because the legislators did not 
consider it necessary to protect the public against "fly-by-
nights" tree quacks and mental midgets, nor the proper care 
of our trees or environment. Certainly any successful under­
taking demands determination, knowledge and fair play, — 1962 
with some 50-60 employees the "Teamsters" decided we should 
be "unionized" and suddenly I found myself without workers. 
The men eventually came back and in spite of being followed 
to the worksties by union agitators we survived and today still 
remain free. The credit for our success with the Teamster situa­
tion is due to Congressman Robert McClory, and my attorney 
Raymond L. Jones, Elgin, Illinois. Ann Czech, my secretary 
for many years, also deserves credit for staying with the Johnson 
Tree Experts. All villages we worked for, golf courses, parks, 
with the exception of one, sympathized with our cause and so 
did our clients. 

Today my two sons, Joel and Karl, are active owners and 
executives of the Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc. Based on 
background and education, love for our trees, ornamentals, en­
vironment and consideration and understanding of our clien-
tale I am confident they will continue when I leave off. 

Nels J. Johnson, President 

Unmatched 
Dump Reach 

Sperry New Holland Super Boom" loaders lift 
the pay load forward as the boom rises So you 
get more forward dump reach where you need it 
most. 

They also feature: 

• A longer wheelbase for greater stability. 
• An integral cab and rollover structure. 
• Operating loads from 1,050 to 2.050 pounds. 
• Gas or diesel, air or water-cooled engines from 

28.5 to 75 horsepower. 

Ask us tor a demonstration. You'll see how much 
better a skid-steer loader can be. 

Martin Implement Solas, Inc. 
16400 South 104th Avenue 
Orland Park, IL 60462 
312-349-8430 

BROOKStDE SOIL TESTING 
and 

IRRIGATION WATER ANALYSIS 

includes a complete report, and recommendations for 
producing quality turf on golf courses. 

ADVANTAGES: 
• Improves the environment of the grasses and eliminates 

turf diseases 

• Decreases expenses for pesticides 
• Reduces thatch and eliminates fairway renovation 

• Decreases expenses for costly fertilizers 
• Healthy turf attracts more golfers and increases income 

Contact: 
Golf course specialists for over 20 years 

V. J. Zolman and Son 
2618 Harvey Avenue 

Berwyn, Illinois 60402 

Phone: (312) - 788-4565 
(312) -461-3679 
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