
Weed eating grass carp to be
permitted in Illinois waters
A sterile form of the grass carp may now

be used in Illinois for controlling aquatic
vegetation. Based on the findings of a
cooperative research study between the
Department of Conservation and the Illinois
Natural History Survey, regulations were
recently changed to give lake and pond
managers an alternative to the use of aquatic
herbicides, according to Jim Allen, of
DOC's Division of Fisheries.

The grass carp, or white amur, is a native
of Asia and was imported into the United
States in 1963. It has been highly controver-
sial among state natural resource agencies
due to the fear of a population explosion and
resultant impacts to bottomland lakes and
wetlands adjacent to rivers and streams. The
sterile grass carp, termed' 'triploid" due to

a triple number of cell chromosomes, offers
less risk to the environment.

The research showed that the' 'triploid"
consumes vegetation in a manner similar to
the fertile fish. However, because some
aquatic' 'weeds" are perferred over others,
and other variables, including the location
of the water area in the state, the percent of
vegetative cover, water depth and amount
of control desired, there is no standard
stocking recommendation. Requests for
"triploid" stocking rates will be referred by
the Division of Fisheries to district
biologists. Lake and pond owners are en-
couraged to seek this professional advice.
If too many fish are stocked, all the vegeta-
tion could be eliminated and escape cover,
needed by young game fish for survival,
may not be available.

A list of fish dealers will be made

available to persons requesting stocking in-
formation. A special, no cost permit is re-
quired of anyone who imports "triploids"
from out of state. The Division of Fisheries
will check shipments to determine whether
the grass carp are sterile. Persons who buy
fish from a local dealer are required to have
a bill of sale in their possession while the
fish are being transported.

The best time for stocking fish is late
spring, after vegetation has become
established. Effective control should not be
expected the first year; two or more years
are required for best results. For
maintenance, additional fish will be needed
in about seven years.

For further information write: Department
of Conservation, Division of Fishers, 524
South Second Street, Springfield, IL 62706.

Credit: Outdoor Highlights 2/3/86

The Wetting Agent with Proven Results.
Over 500 Golf Courses in the U.S.A.
useNArAD Central Injection Systems.

THE LOOK ...
'Greener .. More Uniform Turf Color .•• Including Banks And Slopes.

THE SAVING ...
More Irrigation Water Goes Directly Into The Soil.
Minimal Run·Off On Banks And Slopes.

LESS Electrical Pump Energy Required. ~ I~:I
THE EASE. . . ~
One·Step Application. NAIAD
Metering Pumps Inject NAIAD
Olrectly Into Irrigation ~~
System, Or Use The
NAIADrencher
Tool For Trouble
Spot Appll·
cations. naiad

Turf Products, Ltd.
2 N 255 County Farm Rd.
West Chicago, IL 60185
(312) 668·5537/231-8441

Chicago land Distributors:
80 Jo Turf Supply Co.
RR No.1 Box 101
Peotone, IL 60468
(312) 258·3485

Home OHice: Naiad Co. Pleasanton, CA (415) 462·5855
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illinois lawn
equipment, inc.

• Turfcat II

· '? HYt/RAULlC DRIVE.
M017£l.> AYA\L~g,LE. ID
Surf YouR NEE.DS.

• 22 H.P wAIE.R COOLE.V
:3-CYLlNPER KUgo-rA
(7IE.sEL ENGINE.

• 2 S H.P. WAIER c..OOLE[7
4-CYLlN17ER <::ONII NENIAL
GAS E..NGINE.

• ALL ILJRF(A-r~ HA.\)E
SEPARAtE. Fo()\ oPERAltD
I-\YDRoS-rAfic IRAN~rv\\SSION
Willi EXiERNAL OIL
RESERVo\R.

• ELEvEN ACCESSORl ES
AVAILAgLE FoR YEAR.-
RDUND uSE .

• 60" Verticut/Flail
Attachment

• aU/FRoNT DESIGN j 51V1oolH
HYVRAULIC DRIVE - UP 10
2, S ACRES / HooR.

• ADJV>IABLc, PNEUMATIC
FRONT CASlER> AN~
'111 ~/AME.-rER REA.'RROLLER
fOR MINIMUM S,CALPIN&-
HEIGHt FRoM +b 10 -Vz.",

• ROtOR gLADE SPACJNG- IS
. g WIIH REVERSE R<5\AliaN
FOR CLEAN FINIS-H.

• .BLADES Af:.E sHARPENE.P
AND HARC/ENED ON Bol"H
SIL7ES~ Ra-roR 1$ RE.VE.R..SIl3lE
FOf< DovBLf: B>LADE LIFe.

• JA.c..O~SEN'.s OWN HEAvY D,rry
PE.SI6N Af\l17cotJSIRUClIoN
FoK' LONG- LI FE.

• You Have to See It
to Believe It!

Call For a Demo.

• Jacobsen Verticut/Flail Attachment for
Hydraulic Drive Turfcat Tractor

• CLEAN VERltCvllING OF
FAI RWAYS AN D "lEIS>.

• PULVE.RIZE AERA-noN
CORE-S.

• PREPARE 5EEC/ BED;; IN
tJEW SOIL OR EXISll NCr
-rURF.

• MULCH/CUI - GRA~~
LEAvES (WIGS E''-.I /

MAIN OFFICE: Orland Park, Illinois
16450 S. 104th Ave. 312/349-8484

BRANCH OFFICE: Wheeling, Illinois
291 East Messner 312/459-7008

illinois lawn
equipment inc.

Illinois industrial
equipment co.

QUALITY PRODUCTS WITH
DEPENDABLE SERVICEil·ll:
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Midwest Breezes

Upcoming Events - Mark Your Calendar
June 9 - MAGCS monthly meeting at Crystal Lake C.C.
July 21 - MAGCS monthly meeting at Palatine Hills
August 7 - U of I Turfgrass Field Day at Urbana
August 18 - MAGCS monthly meeting, Bartlett Hills
September 8 - MAGCS monthly meeting at Deer Creek G.C.
October 6 - MAGCS monthly meeting at Wilmette C.C.
November
December 9-11 - North Central Turfgrass Exposition

Glendale Golf Course in Bloomingdale, IL is looking for an
assistant superintendent. The person needs to have some
mechanical ability for this full time position. Will train. Call
(312) 529-6232 and ask for George Paul.

The Illinois Turfgrass Foundation is making a drive to get new
members. It's function provides for research funding for lllinois
turfgrass science through the University of lllinois and Southern
lllinois University, publications and distribution of education
materials, holds a research field day on it's turf plots, and has
an annual conference and trade show. Annual dues are $65.00.
It is hard to believe that there are clubs in the Chicago area that
are not members. But there are many such clubs. To join, mail
a check to: lllinois Turfgrass Foundation, Inc., 435 N. Michigan
Ave., Suite 1717, Chicago, IL 60611 or call for more infor-
mation at (312) 644-0828. Clip out the form below and join
today.

A very speedy recovery is wished for Jerry Adank after the
serious back operation he had on May 13th. Get well cards may
be sent to: 1454 Bear Grass Court, Valparaiso, IN 46383.

Do you have an assistant ready for a superintendent's job? Call
Steve Davenport at (217) 935-8486 before 5 a.m. and after 9
p.m. (This fellow has to be a farmer!) This position is at the
Clinton C.Co and is open July 1st.

For Sale
1966 Larson 410 Fairway Spreader $150.00
1963 Simplex #400 Reel Grinder. 0 •• 0 •• 0 ••••••••• 300.00
Olympic (like new) Typewriter. 0 0 ••• 0 • 0 •••••••••• 60.00
Call Briarwood C.C., (312) 945-3350 and ask for Paul, Moe,
or Curley.

Olympia Fields meeting had a good turn out with 150 for din-
ner and just a few under that for golf. Brian Chalifoux had the
course looking great for so early in the season. After dinner,
Brian was our educational speaker on all of the improvements
to the fairways and greens that he and his crew had done in
the past 2 years.

Dave Behrman in his' 'President's Message" mentioned that
we have had another year without spring. To add to that it makes
it very hard to grow any grass in the rough areas where you
have so much cart traffic. For the past two years now we have
had the same problem and it is really starting to show with all
of the wear and tear. You can seed, spike and aerify all you
want, but if "Mother Nature" doesn't come up with some rain
the grass won't grow. But now on the other side of the coin,
if one had to get some construction projects done from last fall
- well, then it is another story. For then you really can't beat
this weather. And with all of the fall rains, I'm sure everyone
had projects to catch up on or finish.

, - .. - - - .- - - - ..- - - - - .- - -~ - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .- .. - .- - .- .

Name
(last) (First) (Middle)

Company Phone No. (

Business Address

City State Zip Code

Type of Business

Signature Date

I Thank you for joining ILLINOIS TURFGRASS FOUNDATION
Mail check and application to: Illinois Turfgrass Foundation, Inc.

435 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 1717
Chicago, IL 60611
(312) 644-0828

Annual membership dues of
$65.00 are on a calendar year
basis. A full year's dues must
be sent with this application.
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Pros and Cons of Frequent
Sand Topdressing

by William B. Davis, Environmental Horticulturist
Cooperative Extension, University of CA

Excellent putting greens don't just happen. They are the pro-
duct of a professional turfgrass manager. Each of us has played
on greens which, at the time, were near perfect. Some were
constructed of pure sand, some of pure clay. Some were solid
stands of Penncross or Seaside, others pure Poa. Some are
aerated frequently, some only once a year. Some are played
every day, and others are open less than 6 months a year. Some
are used by few players each day, while others commonly sup-
port more than 200 golfers daily.

Because of this great variation in use, existing conditions, and
micro- and macro-climates, the answer has to be the profes-
sional superintendent. This person must be a problem solver
and not just a schedule maker and ramrod of a maintenance
crew. It is to the professional and to those working toward that
goal that I wish to direct my thoughts and information on top-
dressing as a key management progrma to excellent putting golf
greens. I have no cookbook formula to give anyone that will
guarantee success, but better greens are possible if you can put
the pieces together.

There is nothing really new about the concept of topdress-
ing. Since the beginning of golf course management, it has been
a natural or common practice. Unquestionably, topdressing is
ncessary to improve the trueness of a putting surface. It also
seems to invigorate and improve the growing condition of grass.
In part, this may be due to the fertilizer or aeration, or both,

~OBIICII.
CORPORATION

1049 SOMERSET ST.. SOMERSET. N.J. 08873. (201)247-8000

Serving northern Illinois

Please, call us today! Whatever your tree needs.
to buy, relocate, or transplant ...

312/481-5224
Formerly DeVries Tree Movers Member of: ILeA, ISNA'

which usually accompany topdressing. For many years the stan-
dard practice has been to aerate and topdress twice a year. Some
courses still follow this practice. Others may aerate six times
per year, but few courses have used light, frequent topdressing
as a major component of their putting green management
programs.

Several factors led us into the study of topdressing as a ma-
jor management program for achieving high-quality putting
surfaces:

• We learned through previous research and field experience
that a medium-fine narrow particle size rand of sand made
an excellent growing medium.

• These types of sands were relatively noncompactible.
• They produced a stable firm surface.
• They accepted water at relatively high rates.
• They retained moisture in the root zone as well as did most

mixes presently used for golf greens.
• Their nutritional problems were no more difficult to solve

than those of the various soils and mixes commonly used.
• With the right sand, we had a medium that was easy to

apply and to work into the surface of growing grass.
• Because our putting green grasses produced more organic

matter than we needed, it was unnecessary to amend these
sands to make a topdressing mix.

One major problem with any new program is how to get it
accepted if it is likely to increase labor and material costs. To
avoid this problem, we decided to eliminate aerating and ver-
ticutting from our basic experiments so that the total time ex-
pended on green management would remain about the same.

(cont'd. on page 18)
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New from ProTurl •••
t JAMES R. BURDETT

~

Grounds Maintenance Supplies

.>: -- -\ Post Office Box 52
( / ' lombard, Illinois 60148

(_ / (312) 620-5558

- -BOJO TURF SUPPLY CO.

The Bunton Greensmower
stands grass up - then cuts it clean.

ALL MAJOR TURF SUPPLIES

• Plant Marvel
• Vertagreen
• Du Pont
• Daconil - Dacthal
• FMC Sprayers
• Chipco
• Naiad
• Aqua-Gro
• Fertilizers

Scotts® S.uper Greens Fertilizer provides
qufck green-up in spring and fall for all
turfgrasses used on putting greens, tees
and other fine turf areas.
Call your Tech Rep for details.

~
Pnilhrf

Tom Wentz
(608) 846-9457

R R 1, Box 101 Peotone, III.

I-
312-258-3485-

The Bunton Greensmower's powered rotary brush
brings grass to attention, then clips it off cleanly and
evenly to give your greens the best grooming they've
ever had. And that's just one of this high-quality
mower's many features
This self-propelled mower is highly maneuverable,
with finger-tip controls and equally powered dual
drive rollers to ensure the straightest possible cut.
A hand brake and quick-release removable
pneumatic-tired wheels provide easy transportation.
Add to this a quiet, reliable, 4-cycle Robin
engine and high-quality construction
throughout, and you have a greensmower that's
unmatched in performance - anywhere!

Call us for a demonstration.

ROWLAND'S
Equipment, Inc.
312·381·1084
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Turf Products, Ltd.
On February 1, 1969, after

working as a sales representative
for Tuco, Walter W. Fuchs
started Turf Products, Limited.
During the first year of business,
Wally worked out of his home,
making both sales calls and
deliveries. Wally's wife, Bonnie,
helped build the business by
answering customer phone calls
and performing other office
duties.

In 1970, Turf Products moved
into the Sprinkler Irrigations'
building. The company urilized
this rented space for one year. In
1972, Wally and Bonnie moved
Turf Products to a rented
warehouse in Addision.

The year 1973 was an impor-
tant year for Turf Products. On
May 1st of that year, John
Lebedevs started work as a
seasonal employee. After
graduating from Northern Illinois
University, John returned as Wal-
ly's first salesman. During the fall
of 1973, Turf Products, Ltd. moved into it's present building
in West Chicago.

The "voice" of Turf Products, Charlotte Boal, started with
the company in July of 1976. Most customers would recognize
Char's voice; however, only those customers who have visited
the office would recognize her face. Charlotte and Bonnie are
responsible for all of the office duties at Turf Products.

From 1976 to present, Turf Products continued to grow. On
January 1, 1980, Don Spier was hired as the salesman for the
north side. The current warehouse crew includes Jim Daleiden
and Roger Lynch. Both of these employees have been with Wal-
ly for over five years.

Walter Fuchs' business philosophies of customer service and
product knowledge have served as the backbone of his com-
pany. The employees at Turf Products remain committed to
these philosophies. Most of the customers orders are shipped
within twenty four hours after the order is placed.

Turf Products is thankful for the support our customers have
given us. We look forward to a continuing relationship with
our valued customers.

AC
DO
VL
EU
RM
TN
I
S
E
R,
s

Helpful Hint
A fast, proven effective method in pinpointing the smallest tub
ing leak on the irrigation hydraulic line system is that of liquid
detergent soap injection. Soapy bubbles will appear directly over
the broken tubing, thus identifying the leak. (David Bailey,
CGCS/High Ridge CC). A different approach to the same pro-
blem is the injection of methyl bromide. As the gas takes the
path of least resistance to the location of the cut, the area where
the grass is killed will identify just that; the location of the cut.
(Mike Bailey, Supt.lBoca Greens CC)

Credit: "Divots", 5/16

KILLIAN
DESIGN GROUP INCORPORATED

GOLF COURSE ARCHITECTS
639 First Bank Drive. Palatine. Illinois llOO67 (312) 358·8884

CENTURY CONTRACTORS, INC.
4011 W. 165 St., Tinley Park, IL 60477 (312) 596 • 7645

GOLF COURSE EXCA VA TING
GREEN CONSTRUCTION

Will tailor any project to include your
personnel to keep your costs down.

SOIL SAMPLES CAN HELP
• Produce disease resistant. high-Vitality plants
• Grow nursery stock faster. sell faster
• Estimate jobs more accurately
• Cut replacement costs T S-I
And it's done as easily as 0p. 0 I

mailing a letter! T to S 0es Ing ervsceCo.
Call or mail your soil
27 Ash Street • Frankfort, IL 60423 815/469-2530

. Cockspur Hawthorn
[Crataegus crusgalliJ

5' -6', in quantity

Deerpath Road Batavia, II. 60510 312/879-0120

DEERPATH NURSERIES

TENNIS COURTS
Construction - Resurfacing

M-c Sport Systems, Inc.
Addison, IL

John Maniscalco 312/628-0500
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PAARLBERG CHEMICALS
featuring

-Par-Ex Fertilizer
-Vertaqreen Fertilizer
-Ou pont Chemicals
-Chtpco Chemicals
-Decontl - Dacthal
- Bean Sprayers
-All Major Turt Supplies

Quality Value Service

CUSTOM FORMULATED
FERTILIZERS • Granular or Liquid

• Bagged or Bulk Delivery~y~1te'r ·Formulated to yourJl~JI specifications
at no extra costEnterprises, Inc.

Rt.53, Elwood, IL 60421
815-423·5808

• Turf Chemicals
• Grass Seed
• R& R Replacement Parts

1840 E. 172nd St., So. Holland
312-474-3086 312-258-3485

* FEWER PARTS, EASILY SERVICED IN THE FIELD

KOELPER BROS., INC.
Golf Course Building and Remodeling

444 E. Mors Avenue
Wheeling, Illinois 60090

312-438-7881
DANIEL I. KOELPER

312-541-9182
VICTOR C. KOELPERIRRIGATION ENGINEERING

COMPANY
featuring

~!'Nt~!~[*)!!!!!~®
Phone(312)~23

9242 Broadway - Brookfield, illinois 60513

FOR THE FINEST IN SOD

THORNTON'S SOD NURSERY
312 - 742-5030

Rt. 2 Box 72 Elgin, III. 60120

INTRODUCING THE ()Juclmer" GEARSHIFTER

* INTERNAL REPLACEMENT FOR TORO 690,

670, 650 GEARBOX

* FIELD USE PROVEN IN THE ILLINOIS AREA

~

O~I' ClluiLaer6 PLUMBING SUPPLY COMPANY~ra" ~ IRRIGATION DIVISION
133 South Route 53 Addison, Illinois 80101

(312) 629-8100 - C.II Collect-

* ACHIEVE SAME RADIUS AND G.P.M. AT

10 P.S.I. LOWER PRESSURE

*-WIDER NOZZLE SELECTION

* RUBBER COVER STA NDARD

* HEAVY DUTY BRONZE CONSTRUCTION
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MODEL 10094 fits Toro 670& 650

$ 48.00 Net Each

MODEL 10114 fits Toro 690

$ 78.00 Net Each

FREE DEMONSTRATION
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(Sand Topdressing cont'd.)
We also decided to premix fungicides, herbicides, fertilizer,
and bentgrass seed into our topdressing sand. Our management
practices for greens, therefore, would consist of mowing, ir-
rigating, and topdressing.

It worked for us, but, for a practical field operation, the
premix of chemical and fertilizer posed many problems. Add-
ed chemicals and fertilizer were not always needed. During
periods of very little growth, fertilizer was needed, but added
sand was not. Once herbicides and fungicides were added to
a sand, the topdressing material had to be handled, stored, or
disposed of under EPA regulations.

A key question to be answered in our research was whether
frequent topdressing could effectively control accumulation of
thatch. Would it not enable us to get away from the problem
caused by buried thatch layers that impede water movement and
restrict depth of rooting? Would it not create a uniform grow-
ing medium and aid in the breakdown of this organic matter?
We need a vigorous renewing turf to have a putting surface.
On many greens, vigorous turf also produces excess thatch,
which gives an untrue surface, increases disease potential, and
reduces the fastness of the green. Frequent light topdressing
could, therefore, solve many of our problems in maintaining
a high-quality putting surface.

Experimentally we proved what we believed to be true, but
the real value of any experimental work is its application to the
field. Therefore, let us look at a range of field questions and
their possible answers:

Q. Do you tend to build up the depth of the green much
faster than typical aerating and topdressing practices?

(cont'd. on page 19)

Priced Competitively ...
Quality Products ...

IIno\l\fl\ f, Or
~ -c;e.set'" You get tast, courleous, service

from Arthur Clesen. We've staked
our reputation on it. Try us and
see the difference.Immediate Delivery 01...

• Chemicals • Ice Melt
• Decorative Mulches • Marking Paint
• Fertilizers • 011 Absorbents
• Gra .. Seed • Soli Conditioners

& Mulches

• Hand Tools
• Hose & Fittings

• Soli Stabilizers
• Sprayers
• Spreaders

Arthur Clesen, Inc.
543 Diens Dr.• Wheeling, IL 60090

Call 312-537-2177
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Nels J. Johnson, Tree Experts, Inc.
SINCE 1930

Nels J. Johnson, Sr.
Nels J. Johnson, Jr. Karl G. Johnson

Complete, economical tree service for Private Estates
Parks, Municipalities, Golf Courses, Cemeteries, '

Schools, Industrial Areas.
All phases,of Arbor~c.ultl!re, Diagnosing, Pruning, Treating,
Transplanting, Fertilization, Hydraulic and Mist Spraying.
Removals. Stump Routing. Municipal Forestry. Chemotherapy
for elms, and other trees.

• FULLY INSURED •
Graduate -- Licensed Arborists

MAIN OFFICE - 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, Illinois 60202
Phones: GReenleaf 5-1877- GR 5-5255

Hinsdale, Illinois - FA 5-0970

ROSEMAN
2620 eRA WFORD AVE. 864-1842

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS

TURF EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS

ROSEMAN GANG MOWERS

TILLER RAKES

LELY SPREADERS

SEEDERS

ROTO TILLERS

HOMELITE CHAIN SAWS

FORD TRACTORS

DEDOES AERIFIER

LOADERS

LEAF MULCHERS

ROT ARY MOWERS

HOMELITE PUMPS

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • RENTALS

COUNfROClUBgreenskeeper
Professional Turf Products

-Homogenous Granulation
-High Methylene Ureas (W.I.N.)
-Balanced Feeding
- Fits Your Budget

-Available
Spring Fertilizers

include:

C.C.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.c.
C.C.
G.G.

8-4-24
18-4-10
18-5-9
18-5-9/Balan
19-4-6/Betasan
19-4-6/Ronstar
Dacthal Crab. Cntrl.

Jim
Walsh

12504 Highland Ave.
Blue Island, IL 60406

(312) 371-0917
Division Manager



A. There is very little difference. At the frequencies that pro-
duced our best putting surface, the difference was less than IA
inch per year, when compaed to standard practice. On golf
course, we have not seen an observable difference.

Q. Do you recommend limiting aeration and verticutting
altogether once you start a topdressing program?

A. No. The condition of your present green will, in part,
govern how fast topdressing can become a major management
program. It is best to increase aeration at first to ensure a good
transition between your old and new surface. Some courses have
found that a double aeration, deep aeration, or both, work best
for them. During the first year, some courses have gone from
two basic aerations to a maximum of six. Tines of 5/8 inch are
used to start, then only 1/2- or lA-inch tines. Their topdressing
might be much heavier at first, but they are soon on the 1/32-
to 11l6-inch application rates. Verticutting mayor may not be
used, but with present-day equipment many superintendents
have found it beneficial.

Q. Once on the program, is aerating completely
eliminated?

A. No. But we no longer use aeration as our basic and most
effective means of relieving compaction and removing thatch.
Once we have a new uniform surface with a depth of 2 to 3
inches, late spring or early summer aeration, or both, may be
in order. Even though we do not have a buried thatch layer,
we may want to reduce the density or firmness of the surface.
Verticutting the plugs on the green will separate the sand from
the organic matter. By removing the organic matter and brushing
the sand into the green, you will have topdressed without the
need for adding extra sand. Some superintendents feel that, of
their 12 to 18 topdressings per year, 2 or 3 would be verticut-
ting their aeration plugs.

Q. If you aerate, aren't you opening up the green for
greater Poa annua invasion?

A . Yes and no. It depends on the time of year. We recom-
mend only aeration in the late spring and early summer when
Poa annua germination is at a minimum.

Q. How long before a topdressing program will make a
major difference in the surface of the green?

A. This agains depends on the condition of your green when
you start the program and how soon you are developing a
uniform surface. Considerable improvement has been noticed
in greens before the end of the first year. More typically, it takes
about 18 months.

Q. Will the golfing membership like the new green
surface?

A. Maybe yes - maybe now. If your golfers want a true
firm green, the answer will be yes. If they expect a poor shot
or an improperly played shot to stick on the green, they will
be unhappy. Some players will have to take a few golf lessons
and learn how the game is played.

Q. How frequently do I need to topdress to achieve the
maximum benefits of this type of program?

A. How fast is your grass growing? It is very likely that 20
applications a year (year-round play) would be too many. Fif-
teen applications was just about right for our Penncross green.
At some periods of the year, topdressing every 2 weeks is just
right, but you may well go for 8 weeks between some
applications.

(cont'd. on page 20)

To Keep Your Course In
Classic Condition, Use These
High-QualiW Products
from OR-AM

: eACTI·DIONE·TURF AND
. ORJ"tA1t\ENTAt FUNOICIDES

Controls I broad range 01 d1seasu
on turf grassu Ind ornamentals

.BANOl'" TURF AND ORJ'iAJll\ENTAl
FUNGICIDE '
Controls pyth1um Ind phytophthon

• PROXOl ° 80SP INSECTICIDE
Controls white grubs, sod webworms,
cutworms Ind lI1Tl)'Worms In nne turf.

eNITROFORM· SlOW·RElEASE
NlTROOEN
Releases by slow becterill -alon'
to provide consistent 38~ nltrogen.

.TURCAJlI\°lrtSECTICIDE
Controls I wtde range 01 turf Ind
omIIna1ta1 pests.

• PROORASSo HERBICIDE
Controls certain lMu.I grassu Ind
brOIdJeIf weeds In omIIna1t&1 turf.

• DEL nColNSECTICJDE
<lIvu rut knockdown InCllong-term
control of nus, ticks lind other pests.

@NOR-AM.
~~ c::nJf'NN
~c(llllI:J3

THE FAJRWAY O.ASSICS
to keep your roune In top condition

John M. Turner
Sales Representative

Specialty Chemicals Group

(312) 985-6643

Motor 180

Excellent for fairway, tees
Catchers available

ASK FOR A DEMONSTRATION NOW!
OLSEN DISTRIBUTING CO~1PANY

969 N. Pe2per Road
Barrington, Illinois 60010

1-312-381-9333
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(Sand Topdressing cont'd.)
Q. Will just any sand or topdressing mix give basically

the same results?
A. No, for several reasons. Coarse sand particles do not work

readily into the surface grass. Golfers do not like to putt on
greens that have just been topdressed. Coarse, sharp sands dull
mowers and are abrasive to the grass. Sands that are too fine
can seal the surface of a green and reduce infiltration.

Q. What type of sands do you recommend?
A. A relatively fine narrow range of particle size. Round sand

particles are best. Table 1 gives the particle ranges we present-
ly suggest for construction and topdressing.

Q. Do you mix any amendments with the sand?
A. No. Amendments must be uniformly and evenly mixed

if they are to measure up to their potential, and this greatly in-
creases the cost of the topdressing medium. Topdressing is dif-
ficult to apply when moist. When dry, mixes separate. Typical
sand and organic mixes become thin layers of organic matter
and sand by the time they are brushed into the turf surface, and
irrigation further separates them. Very fine organic matters can
seal the surface, and coarse organic mattere does not readily
work down into the grass. Most greens already are producing
more organic matter than we want, so why should we add more?

Q. Can I apply topdressing too frequently?
A . Yes. It is important to maintain some organic cushion.

Excessive turf damage can result from ball marks where sand
is applied too frequently, too heavily, or both.

Q. How much sand should I apply at each topdressing?
A. Assuming your only objective is topdressing and not quick

buildup of a new surface, you should be applying 1/32 to a max-
imum of 1/16 inch.

Q. How do I apply such small amounts?
A. It takes good equipment and a skilled operator. Topdress-

ing machines set at almost closed application settings have done
a good job. Some superintendents have found broadcast fertilizer
equipment to be the answer.

Q. Can these uniform medium fine sands be applied at
the higher rates typically used when aerating and topdress-
ing once or twice a year?

A. No. These finer sands are not as easy to move and push
around over the green. If heavy amounts are desired for some
reason, it would be best to make several uniform fine
applications.

"Hot Tip"
Summer's heat is on it's way,

It's that time of the year.
A tall tree, a short rope,

Or a refrigerator full of cold beer.
Fortification, whatever the route

Instincts relate, better watch out.
Henny Penny in the Pea Patch,

Whatever the name,
Let the Buyer Beware,

Is the Name of the Game
Kenneth R. Zanzig
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NOW-MOW AND
"FINISH" TRIM AT
THE SAME TIME

WITH THEGRASSHOPPER
see your local Grasshopper dealer.IIMartin Implement Sale., Inc.

16400 South 104th Avenue
Orland Park, IL 60462

I 312·349·8430

BROOKSIDE SOIL. TESTING
and

IRRIGATION WATER ANAL.YSIS

includes a complete report, and recommendations for
producing quality turf on golf courses.

ADVANTAGES:
• Improves the environment of the grassesand eliminates

turf diseases
• Decreases expenses for pesticides
• Reduces thatch and eliminates fairway renovation
• Decreases expenses for costly fertilizers
• Healthy turf attracts more golfers and increases income

Contact:
Golf course specialists for over 20 years

v. J. Zolman and Son
2618 Harvey Avenue

Berwyn, Illinois 60402

Phone: (312) - 788-4565
(312) - 461-3679


