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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Very often, editorials are critical writings. They may be con-

structive, mind you, but critical just the same. They are meant
to help us, our organization, or even, pray tell, the game of
golf. However, I must say that I am amazed at how few
positive items I read. Whether it be the local paper, or a
monthly periodical, we are drenched with whatever is wrong.
Even the TV and its deluge of evening news programs has
the networks competing to see whose "bad" news can at-
tract the larger audience. It's too bad things have to be this
way.

I have been reminded from time to time, especially when
a bit "down", that, for the most part, I am a positive person.
(She has never lied to me before.) This gentle reminder is
intended to cheer me up, and for some reason, it does. It
helps me stop worrying about yesterday's problems. I am able
to shift gears just long enough to look forward to tomorrow's
challenges. (This is not intended to sound prophetic, just
honest.) This is the positive thinking that gets things done.
Positive thinkers welcome day-to-day challenges. They don't
have time to grumble. The grumbler makes himself miserable
and sometimes contaminates the very people he lives and
works with. What an awful situation! Here we are, feeling sorry
for ourselves, while grumbling about every obstacle that con-
fronts us. But, just when we start feeling a little better, the
people we work with are feeling so rotten that the whole day
becomes a waste, having to associate with such poor com-
pany. (Did I say prophetic or pathetic?)

Unfortunately, we are not programmed to "stop and smell
the roses". Instead, we have been programmed to hurry, to
do it fast, to do it effectively, to do for the "me" group, the
" I " group, and the "other" group. We have been pro-
grammed to do it to the other guy before he does it to us.
And worst of all, we have been programmed to think that
nothing is more important than "The Job". Sometimes we
forget that we started out doing what we really like to do -
provide. We provide our services and expertise for others to
enjoy. We provide for and enjoy the family, the community,
the church, and the school. And sometimes, in spite of all
the hub bub around us, we are able to de-program just long
enough to look and see what we have in our profession. It's
our own little world - the golf course. And, in this isolated area,
we have the golden opportunity to provide so many positive
things for everyone, including ourselves. It's a place where
day-to-day changes make each day unique. We have the
chance to help Mother Nature grow. Our golf courses are
clean places, so different, so quiet, compared to the Metro.

I'm glad she reminds me to be positive. I really do feel better
about what I'm doing today. I hope that others around me
feel better too. Pete Leuzinger
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On February eighteen, Ray and Jo Gerber celebrated their
fifty-eighth wedding anniversary! Can you top this? If you can,
I am sure yours could not be a happier one than the Gerber's
marriage has been!
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IN YOUR GARDEN
UNUSUAL WEATHER HARD ON PLANTS
Much of the Midwest has been blessed with an unusually mild
winter so far. Very little snow has fallen to interfere with driv-
ing and the mild temperatures are in direct contrast to those
of last year.
According to James A. Fizzell, University of Illinois Hor-
ticulturist in Cook County, what we humans consider nice may
be very hard on plants which really need the vigorous winter.
The mild weather through December and into January kept
many plants from going completely dormant. Some, which
had achieved dormancy in early cold spells, thought winter
was over and broke dormancy. Crocuses bloomed. Buds of
lilac and forsythia began to swell. A magnolia even popped
out a flower.
We do know many of these buds were damaged or killed
when temperatures suddenly fell back to normal. We won't
know the full extent of damage to buds, branches and trunks
until spring when plants try to leaf out and bloom.
Research has shown that sudden drops in temperatures
causes much more damage than do very low temperatures
themselves.
The lack of snow cover has an effect on plants too. Snow
is an excellent insulator. If snow cover is heavy enough it can
keep the ground frost free all winter. This year frost will pro-
bably go deep into the soil. Roots which are less temperature
tolerant than tops of plants may be severely injured or killed
outright.
There are some benefits from lack of snow cover. For in-
stance, insects, which normally overwinter in the soil or plant
debris protected by snow cover will have a tougher time stand-
ing the cold. (Insects normally exposed in winter can stand
just about anything mother nature provides.) Also, soils sub-
jected to repeated freezing and thawing tend to become more
friable and in better planting condition for spring.
You can be of some help to your plantings by providing mulch
to insulate perennials and roots of newly planted trees and
shrubs.
Wrap the trunks of thin bark trees such as maple, ash or
locust to insulate them from the warming rays of the sun.
On days when the ground isn't frozen water evergreens under
overhangs where they may not have received benefit of the
December rains.
And, if you have evergreens exposed to winds and sun, spray
with one of the wilt proofing anti-desiccants on a day when
temperatures stay above freezing for several hours.
No matter what we mortals do our efforts are sometimes futile
when compared with the forces of nature. But take heart.
Each mild day brings us closer to spring and in only 10 weeks
or so we'll be into planting season.

James A. Fizzell, Senior Extension Adviser
Horticulture

FOR SALE
1 - Toro Spartan 7 gang fairway unit with 16" steel wheels,
6 blade reels in good condition. Price - $1250.00.
1 - Toro Spartan 7 gang fairway unit with 14" steel wheels,
7 blade reels in excellent condition. Price - $1575.00.
1 - Ford 3000 Gas Tractor with loader buckets (66" & 41"),
PTO, Turf Tires, purchased in 4/1/69. Best offer for this ex-
cellent loader tractor. Contact Fred Opperman, Glen Oak
C.C. Phone (312)469-6220.

Rowland's Equipment, Inc.
Commercial Turfgrass Equipment, Chemicals and Fertilizer.

Howard Price
• 727 Diesel Mower
• Hydro Power 180
• 3 & 5 gang hydraulic

reel units

Toro Groundsmasters

E-Z GO GT-7 Turf Trucksters
BROYHILL SPRAYERS
OLATHE:

• Slit Seeders
• Aerators
• Brush Chippers

• Blowers

Yanmar Diesel Tractors
• 2 or 4 Wheel Drive
• Powershift Transmissions
• Live PTO

Yazoo Mowers
Woods Mowers
Bunton
Sensation
Ryan
Stihl Chain Saws
Golf Course Marking Paint
Par Ex Fertilizer
PBI Gordon
DuPont
Giant Vac
Echo
Little Wonder

200 W. NORTHWEST HIGHWAY
BARRINGTON, ILLINOIS 60010

(312)381-1084

_

OLD DUTCH
SAND COMPANY, INC.

• TESTED AND APPROVED TOP
DRESSING SAND

• TRAPSAND

• ALL TYPES OF GOLF COURSE
AGGREGATES

Call for direct quotes on all
your Aggregate needs

Richard E. Mika

(312)374-2303-Ext. 44
(219) 938-7020-Ext. 44

J

J



Banvel
2,4-D
= Turf
(minus 29 of the
toughest kinds
of weeds)

All it takes is one application, and your
weed control job is done for the season.
And so are 29 of the hardest-to-kill varie-
ties of broadleafs.

BANVEL plus 2, 4-D is a versatile com-
bination you use anytime from early spring
to late fall. It kills by penetrating both
leaves and roots, so weeds can't come
back.

Mixes quickly, stores well. Use it accord-
ing to directions, and your weed worries
are over for the year.

Ask your Velsicol distributor about
BANVEL 4S, too. Or write Velsicol
Chemical Corporation, 341 E. Ohio Street,
Chicago, IL 60611.

Before using any
pesticide, read the labe

OVelsicol
£ Velsicol Chemical Corp., 1981

Acti-dione and Proxol
TURF Products
Programmed Disease
and insect Control
Acti-dione turf fungi-
cides control nine
different diseases
including Helmintho-
sporium, Dollar Spot
and Brown Patch.
Proxol 80 SP insecti-
cide for control of Cut
worm, Sod webworm
and Grubs, including
Ataenius. TUCO
sets The Standard
for your turf man-
agement program.

TUCO
Division of
The Upjohn Company

Chicago Toro
312-773-5555

John Turner
Area Sales Repre-

sentative
312-985-6643

Turf Products Ltd.
668-5537



People Providing Products ^

Wayne Trometer, Account Manager for Illinois Lawn
Equipment, Inc. of Orland Park, ll_:

"I believe we have the best performing rotary mowers on the market
today, at the most competitive prices." S

THE GREATEST LINE-UP IN THE INDUSTRY

JACOBSEN
TURFCATDW220
• 22 h.p. Kubota Diesel 0.8/gal. hour
• 72" Hydraulic Drive Deck
• Excellent maneuverability, performance & comfort
• Very competitively priced

SMITHCO PERFORMER
A competitively priced
mower with many of the
same components of more
expensive units.
• Hydrostatic Drive
• 18 h.p. B&S IC Engine

CUSHMAN FRONTLINE
• The most popular mid-sized

rotary made today
• Typical Cushman quality gas or

diesel
• 60" available with a new

design catcher

^

29 YEARS OF QUALITY
PRODUCTS WITH
DEPENDABLE SERVICE

il. II:
Illinois lawn
equipment inc.
Illinois industrial
equipment co.

MAIN OFFICE Orland Park, Illinois • 16450 South 104th Avenue • 312 /349 -8484
BRANCH OFFICE Wheeling, Illinois • 291 East Messner • 3 1 2 / 4 5 9 - 7 0 0 8



BOJO TURF SUPPLY CO.
ALL MAJOR TURF SUPPLIES

• PAR-EX
• Vertagreen
• Du Pont
• Daconil - Dacthal
• FMC Sprayers
• Chipco
• Fore Par

R R 1, Box 101 Peotone,

312-258-3485

ROSE MAN
2620 CRAWFORD AVE. 864-1842

EVANSTON,

TURF EQUIPMENT

ROSEMAN GANG MOWERS

TILLER RAKES

LELY SPREADERS

SEEDERS

ROTO TILLERS

HOMELITE CHAIN SAWS

SALES • SERVICE •

ILLINOIS

HEADQUARTERS

FORD TRACTORS

DEDOES AERIFIER

LOADERS

LEAF MULCHERS

ROTARY MOWERS

HOMELITE PUMPS

PARTS • RENTALS

ASPHALT

L

115th

RAY MURPHY

DRIVEWAYS

'Go'/ Course

EMONT

- PARKING LOTS — ETC

Work a Specialty"

PAVING CO.
SAND & STONE

& Archer Ave (Rt 171) - Lemont, Illinois

257-6701

FOR THE FINEST IN SOD

THORNTON'S TORF NURSERY
312-742-5030

Rt. 2 Box 72 Elgin,

USGA TO STAY IN NEW JERSEY
PEBBLE BEACH, Calif.--The United States Golf Associa-

tion has decided to keep its headquarters in Far Hills, N.J.,
rather than move to suburban Atlanta.

"The Executive Committee voted this morning to retain our
headquarters, museum and library at our location in New
Jersey rather than move to the Atlanta area," said USGA
President William C. Campball of Huntington, W.Va., in an-
nouncing the group's decision.

"We greatly appreciate the excellent cooperation and
strong expressions of interest and financial support from the
Atlanta group, but the Executive Committee decided it will
be in the Association's best interests to construct a new of-
fice building at our present site," Campbell said.

The USGA Executive Committee, meeting here prior to the
start of the 82nd U.S. Open at the Pebble Beach Golf Links
on Thursday, considered several sites along the Chat-
tahoochee River, northeast of Atlanta.

The Executive Committee's decision means that the USGA
will build a new office building next to Golf House on its
62-acre estate in central New Jersey. Golf House, a 19-room
building, will be retained as a museum and library.

The USGA, which was founded in 1894, moved from New
York City to its present location in 1972. Since that time, the
size of the staff has doubled from 41 to 82 people, forcing
the Association to lease space in three buildings near Far
Hills.

Construction of the new office building is expected to take
approximately two years. Plans for financing the construc-
tion are under consideration and will be announced at a later
date.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR 1983*
March 15
April 11
May 16

June 6
July 11
August 8
September 12
October 3
November 1

Silver Lake Golf Course
Deer Creek Golf Course

Bon Vivant Country Club
(Tri-meeting with Central and Northwest)

Old Elm Country Club
Palatine Hills Country Club

Ridge Country Club
St. Charles Country Club
Kishwauke Country Club

Cypress Inn
(Annual Meeting)

Dear Ray;
I think we all get far out in thoughts of Spring and a new

season.
"MARCH TO THE TUNE OF SPRING"

We've had our rest from Season pressure,
Had our bout with Winter blahs.

Been to Conferences, had Vacations,
Looking forward to Springtime thaws.

Hello Spring, goodbye Barn fever,
A brand new Season's on it's way.

Joining Nature to initiate the start,
More than makes a Superintendent's day.

So bite the bullet, toe the line,
Soon We'll have our fling.

What a wonderful day to come,
Marching to the tune of Spring.

Superintendently, Kenneth R. Zanzig
Green Garden C.C.



COPING WITH A WATER SHORTAGE

Maintenance practices on golf courses and other large turf
areas may need to be altered during periods of water shor-
tages and, in some circumstances, drastic changes may be
necessary. If the facility depends for irrigation on municipal
water and that supply is terminated or restricted, or if water
available from other sources is severely limited, steps should
be taken to:

* Reduce the need for moisture.
* Make certain all available moisture, including dew and

rainfall, is utilized with maximum benefit and with maxi-
mum efficiency.

* Improve moisture retention of the soil.
* Find new sources of water, such as treated sewage efflu-

ent, brackish or other marginal quality water.
Here is an eight-point program that will help to conserve

water and reduce the need for irrigation, while the search is
made for alternate sources.

1. Establish watering priorities. Give the highest priority
to the most intensively managed areas; for example, on a
golf course, the greens, the most valuable part of the course
and where the most critical play takes place. The greens also
are the most difficult to revive following periods of extreme
moisture stress, especially if the stress causes dormancy or
turf loss. On a golf course, give lesser importance, in des-
cending order, to tees, fairways, clubhouse grounds, rough.
If there are specimen plantings or trees or plants that have
special significance, e.g., those imported at high cost or a
gift, give them the same special attention as the greens.

2. Alter irrigation practices. (This is much easier to do
if the course has an automatic irrigation system.) Use only
enough water to sustain life, not to stimulate growth. Irrigate
when there is the best combination of little wind, low
temperature and high humidity. In any 24-hour period, that
combination most often exists just before dawn.

When there is dew on the ground, use a surfactant ("wet-
ting agent"), or drag a hose across the grass to break the
surface tension of the dew and send as much moisture as
possible to the root systems. When watering trees and shrubs,
use probes so the water will penetrate deeply.

3. Reduce, or avoid where possible, other causes of
stress. Be alert to salt build-up, especially in arid or semi-
arid regions. Make certain there is adequate drainage. On
golf courses, alter locations of tees and flags, and restrict golf
cart use to paths and trails, keeping them off turf areas.

4. Alter mowing and cultivation practices. Initially, test
the soil to ensure adequate fertility, especially for phosphorus,
which encourages root system growth - deeper roots, thus
expanding the area from which the turfgrasses can draw
nutrients and moisture. Use calcium if there is a deficiency,
to bring pH to a range of 6.5 - 7.2. Maintain a constant and
uniform supply of nitrogen at a low to medium level to avoid
unnecessary leaf growth. Consider slow-release materials;
otherwise apply soluble materials at low rates frequently,
rather than at higher rates infrequently. The latter will
stimulate excessive leaf growth.

Raise the height of cut for all areas. Although this enlarges
the surface area through which moisture is transpired, and
under normal moisture conditions may result in stepped-up
activity for disease-producing organisms, the benefits gained-
mainly root extension - are most important. Raising the height
of cut on a golf course green as little as 1/32 of an inch can
have a significant effect on the ability of the green to tolerate
stress from lack of moisture.

Mow less frequently. The combination of reduced irriga-
tion and fertilization, higher height of cut and less frequent
mowing can induce "hardening" of the turfgrasses.

Increase frequency of spiking or cultivate - if temperatures
are not extreme - to trap moisture and hold it longer in the
vicinity of the root system.

5. Expand use of mulch. Apply heavy layers of mulch -
any organic debris that's available - around the base of trees,
shrubs and flower beds, to hold in moisture.

6. Erect wind barriers, especially where there are larger
expanses of open spaces. Less than 3 percent of the water
absorbed by a turfgrass plant is utilized by the plant. Most
of it - the other 97 percent is lost into the atmosphere by
transpiration. And the rate of transpiration will rise with an
increase in wind speed, radiation or temperature and by
reduction in humidity. (Some of the same practices used to
trap snow in the northern regions can be applied to reduce
wind velocity.)

7. Aggressively seek additional sources of water.
Among the several possibilities are wells and ponds, collec-
tions of marginal water and - the most abundant and most
often wasted supply - treated sewage effluent. There are
many golf courses throughout the country successfully using
recycled wastewater for irrigation.

8. Experiment with anti-transpirants. Although techni-
ques for inhibiting transpiration have had mixed results, some
reduction in moisture loss through transpiration might be ac-
complished with the use of chemicals, emulsions or films.

Water, as it does for all living things, performs many vital
functions necessary to the life of turfgrass. It is the transport
medium that carries nutrients to the plant. It plays an essen-
tial role in the photosynthetic process, metabolic process, in
hydrolysis and in thatch decomposition. Seeds cannot ger-
minate without it.

Denied water indefinitely turfgrass, trees -- all vegetation
- ultimately will die. But under sound management practices
geared to water conservation, the life of plants on a golf
course and other large turf areas can be extended, perhaps
even sustained, until it rains, the water shortage subsides
or water is delivered from alternate sources.

If turf must be replaced and it appears likely water will be
in short supply indefinitely, replace with more drought-
resistant turfgrasses. James Beard, in his book Turfgrass
Science and Culture, gives the relative drought resistance
of 22 turfgrasses. He rates Buffalograss, Bermudagrass,
Zoysiagrass and Bahiagrass as "excellent" and crested
wheatgrass, hard fescue, sheep fescue, tall fescue and red
fescue as "good". Less drought resistant - in the poor-to-
medium range - are the bluegrasses, ryegrasses and
bentgrasses.

Dr. James R. Watson, Vice President
Agronomist, The Toro Company

_

FOR SALE
1 - Jacobsen 6-10 Tractor - $950.00
1 - 84" National Triplex mower in excellent condition -
$1,500.00
1 - Vicon Fertilizer spreader - $750.00
1 - 400 gallon sprayer and water wagon - $400.00
Contact Randy Wahler, Knollwood Club. Phone
312-234-4160.

_
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MIDWEST BREEZES

Congratulations! New faces in new positions -
Medinah Country Club - Peter Wilson
Hinsdale Golf Club - Bob Maibusch
Thorngate Country Club - Bruce Burchfield
Woodmar Country Club - Steve Biggers

Busy - busy - busy. Walter Fuchs and staff of Evanston Golf
Club, will always remember the fall of 1982. All putting green
surfaces were renovated with two of the greens being com-
pletely reconstructed and redesigned. Also, construction of
20 sand traps and 8 tees were completed. Walter reports that
the turfgrass appears to be doing very well. The putting sur-
faces have been mowed four times thus far.

Mitch Duffy has joined the Chicago District Golf Associa-
tion as Assistant Executive Director, effective January 17,
1983. Duffy is a native of Barrington, Illinois and recently
received his bachelors degree in economics from Northern
Illinois University. He competed on the NIL) golf team and
maintains a handicap of plus 1.
The CDGA is a regional amateur golf association offering
wide-ranging services to 180 member clubs and 45,000 club
members in a five-state area.

National Golf Foundation Administrators Forum was held in
Chicago on February 2 & 3. Tim Miles, from Sportsman Golf
Course, delivered a fine presentation titled, "Role of the Golf
Course Superintendent". He addressed important topics such
as Management, Budgets, Personnel, Scheduling, and much
more. Lorraine Abbott, from N.G.F., put together the fine
FORUM for all Great Lakes Golf Administrators participation.

Memories of Love - Joy - Thankfulness. Congratulations to
Bill Johnson, Assistant Supt,, and Tim Johnson, Mechanic,
from St. Charles Country Club. Along with their excited
spouses, they are expecting new additions to their families
during May or June. The two only remember celebrating at
a germination party for their newly SEEDED putting greens.

The Chicago Area of Golf Course Supts. has lost one of the
best in the retirement of Warren Bidwell, Supt. at Olympia
Fields C.C.
A retirement party was held at Silver Lake C.C. on Jan. 15
hosted by Dudley Smith, Supt. at Silver Lake C.C. Eighty
guests were present and enjoyed a wonderful dinner and an
evening of socializing with friends.
Our congratulations to Warren and his wife Catherine for
many retirement years, and may the wind always be on their
backs.

Warren Bidwell

Dudley Smith, Host

Catherine and Warren Bidwell



CLUB

TURF
PRODUCTS

18-4-10
greens fertilizer

is available

—Homogenous Granulation
•—High (W. I .N . ) Methylene Ureas

—Balanced Feeding
—Fits Your Budget

Distributed by:
Arthur Clesen Inc.
Permalawn
Midwest Turf Supply

Phone: 312/537-2177

Phone: 312/864-5045

Phone: 312/963-7077

Lebanon Chemical Corporation
P. O. Box647, Danville, Illinois 61832
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PUMP STATIONS

. . . N E W OR REMODELED

Aerial Photos

of courses

are available.

PLUMBING SUPPLY COMPANY

IRRIGATION DIVISION

133 South Route 53 Addison, Illinois 6OIOI

(312) 629-8100

COMPLETE LINE OF IRRIGATION
EQUIPMENT AND COMPONENTS

- Call Collect-

Scotts most
successful product is
not available for sale-
only for advice and
support... your ProTurf Tech Rep.

^

DAVID FEARIS
6525 Cedarbrook Lane

Peoria, 111.61614
Phone: 309/691-4245

DICK EVENSON
Technical Representative

443 Woodview Drive
Sun Prairie, Wl 53590
Phone: 606/837-6563

GARYDORSCH
601 Glen Ellyn Place
Glen Ellyn, IL60137
Phone: 312/790-1584




