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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
MEMBERSHIP AWARENESS

In today's golfing era, the golf club has made it known
that the Golf Course Superintendent and his staff are
appreciated by the golf clubs. The clubs, board of
directors, interests lie in achieving the highest quality
of golf course maintenance. The members at a golf club
are already aware that they go to the club for one
important reason: to enjoy a game of golf on a well
maintained 100-140 acres of land.
The Golf Course Superintendent has to continue to
strive for greater membership (or public golfers)
awareness 'that there is a highly professional staff
responsible for maintaining the golf course. Be proud of
who you are and what your job description is for the golf •
club. Get out on the golf course, introduce yourself to
the fine people playing the golf course in which they
enjoy and most important find out what some of their
feelings or ideas are on the golf course.
A means in which one can stimulate interest is change.
Doing things different or new ideas being applied to the
course increases the awareness of our members of the
importance of the golf course staff. Some areas in our
maintenance programs that will stimulate member
awareness are: new construction, resodding bad areas,
decorative fencing, landscaping on the golf course and
around the club house, excellent putting conditions,
clean shelters, tee accessories, flower beds, and much
more. New ideas for your golf course can come from
many areas. The easiest way to learn or discuss new
ideas is to attend monthly superintendent meetings and
become more involved in the turf industry. Today's
superintendent has to be an innovator in order to
increase the interest of our members (the golfing
public). Keeping our golfers aware of the golf course
maintenance will help increase the potential for
approving the necessary improvement projects.

Len Berg

May 4-meeting
Deer Creek G.C.
Park Forest, IL
Dave Behrman, Supt......

July 13-meeting
Sportsman G.C.
Northbrook, IL
Tim Miles, Host Supt......

June 8-meeting
Bon Vivant C.C.
Bourbonais, IL
Mike Hart, Supt......

August 3-meeting
Village Greens of Woodridge
Woodridge, IL
Len Berg, Host Supt......



Speakers at the Green Seminar of the Chicago District Golf Association at Butterfield
Country Club were (left to right) Dr. Houston Couch, Virginia Tech; Len Berg,
President, Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents, Mike Bavier, President,
Golf Course Superintendents Association of America, William J. Lunn, CDGA president
and Carl Hopphan, President, Chicagoland Golf Course Superintendents Association .
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ROSEMAN
2620 eRA WFORD AVE. 864-1842

EV ANSTON, ILLINOIS

TURF EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS
ROSEMAN GANG MOWERS

TILLER RAKES

LEL Y SPREADERS

SEEDERS

ROTO T1LLER~

HOM ELITE CHAIN SAWS

FORD TRACTORS

DEDOES AERIFIER

LOADERS

LEAF MULCHERS

ROTARY MOWERS

HOMELITE PUMPS

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • RENTALS
2 N 255 County Farm Rd. West Chicago, 11I.60185

Phone 668-5537



PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.

8M4f uJc.c tpU4 HUJ-
C/,u,w,al. otMtt, ~
We sell an air dried, uniform- and

free flowing top dressing.

ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

HUMUS - BLACK SOIL

HENRY FRENZER

Area Code 312
658-5303

620 Webster St.
Algonquin, III.

60102

The tou~h bluegrass for collars and
tees.
Warren's® .

A-20

• Excellent for disease resistance.
• Rated superior over 41 bluegrasses for

quality and density.
• Rated high for wear tolerance.
• Deep rooting with an extensive rhisome

system.
• Thrives with short mowing, down to V2 inch.
• Beautiful dark green color.

Alaoevenebl.:
Warren's A-34 BenSun Sun & Shade

Seed Mixture for fairways.
Bentgrass sod.

USS Vertagreen Fertilizer

At one time or another we all ask someone for some
help. It may be a friend, a next door neighbor, perhaps
one of PHd's at a local university or maybe an
association such as the Midwest Association of Golf
Course Superintendents, or our National organization.
But what do we do for those who help us?

Our friends and neighbors will most likely ask for our
help some day so favors are repaid. How do we repay
the Universities or our Associations? We should repay
them by taking pride in these organizations and
participating in their programs.

I can hear everyone right now, sure I take part, I do
my part, but do you? The G.C.S.A.A. held it's
convention in Anaheim, CA this past February. Were
you there? We have 200 Class A and B members in the
MAGCS, yet only 55 attended the National Conference
and Show. OK, it was a long way from home, but it.is
always the same people attending, even when the
Convention is closer.

I still understand that the National isn't for everyone,
and distance has a lot to do with not attending. But that
cannot be an excuse for failing to attend either or both
the Illinois Turf Conference or the Purdue Conference.
In attending there is always something new to learn,
but more important it shows Dave Wehner and Bill
Daniels that we are interested in their programs, and
give them encouragement to do more. Only 30 MAGCS
members were at the Illinois Conference, and just 20
members were at Purdue.

This last summer some of us in Chicago were hit by a
disease we called RED LEAF SPOT, and were looking
for help. We got help from all over, and I am sure we
are all very thankful that Dr. Phil Larsen, Dr. Joe
Vargus, Dr. Dave Wehner, br. Bill Daniel, Dr. Houston
Couch, and others got involved. Then the Golf Course

. Superintendents Association of America along with
United, States Golf Association and Chicago District
Golf Association got involved and started a program
that may finally find the answer to this problem, but
how much did we cooperate? Questionnaires were sent
out, just 18 questionnaires to be exact. Some of us were
asked to fill them out and return, no traveling, no
expense, just a little time to sit dbwn and fill them out.
Not much to ask us to do to help solve a major problem.
Well, just 50% did that, 9 people wanted to get
involved so that an answer might be found. That is
ridiculous.

Get involved. Attend conferences and shows, take
part locally, I promise it won't hurt. Let's give up one
Monday a month, and attend the monthly meetings .

. You cannot get anything out of our Local or National
Organization, or our Universities unless you put
something into them. Show up! Participate! All of us
will benefit.

Ed Fischer, Supt.
Old Elm G.C.

Dear Leonard,
Thank you all very much for your thoughtfulness in

renewing my honorary membership in the association.
My br.o~her Joe and I always high,ly prized this
recoqnition of a happy relationship with the assoclatlon
that existed from the birth of the organization. Most of
the founders are in the green pastures now but always
living will be the high standards of a high art that the
Midwest men continue to maintain for the delight of all
who play golf.

Again my thanks to you all.
Herb Gralfis



I
with Banvel® 4S
& Banvel~2,4D

HERBICIDES

The broad leaf weed 'specialists'
designed for professional turf programs.
Here's why BANVEL® herbicides are the
professionals' choice for weed control:
• Used as directed Banvel will not harm trees,

ornamentals or turf-it just eliminates weeds.
• No season restrictions. Lay down Banvel from

early spring to late fall-all through the
growing season.

• Rain will not affect Banvel. It keeps on
working because it translocates-penetrates
leaves and is absorbed through roots to
attack every part of the weed.

• No special spraying equipment necessary. It
is easy to clean out of equipment after use.

• Mixes readily with hard or soft water.
• Easily stored through winter months without

losing potency.

Banvel herbicides-products
for professional turf men

oYelsicol
VELSICOL CHEMICAL CORPORATION
341 East Ohio Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611

©Velsicol Chemical Corporation, 1976

GRASS DOES NOT LIVE BY
NITROGEN ALONE!

OR PHOSPHATE

OR POTASH

Yes, it takes a balance of all nutrients to grow good turf. Country
Club products provide total nutrient feeding. Look to Country Club for
all your fertilizer and combination fertilizer-pesticide products. You can
rely on Country Club turf products for satisfaction and results.

For more information, call 1·800-637·2101(217·446-0983in Illinois)

LEBANON CHEMICAL CORPORATION
P.O. Box 647
Danville, IL 61832

P.O. Box 180
Lebanon, PA 17042



The miracle of modern
electronics is more
capability at less cost.
TORO VT3:

The miracle worker.

. VT I central
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You're in complete command with this
automatic irrigation system from Toro. The
all solid state electronic central/satellite
system offers versatility never before pos-
sible. VT 3 is the culmination ,of 60 years of
working with golf course people on turf
problems. It is what you would expect from
the company whose irrigation systems water
more golf courses than any other including
54 of the nation's top 100 courses.

Get the complete story on what VT 3 can do
for your course.
CALL US TOD,~Y.

TORO~
IRRIGATION DIVISION

O1~qga
!Q"ftf

911 Hilltop Drive
Itasca. Illinois 60143
(312) 773-5555

ACTI-DIONE~
in your
Tees
Greens
Fairways
Program
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These proven turf fungicides
help prevent or eradicate
Leafspot Dollarspot Melting-out

Fading-out Rust Brown Patch
Pink Patch Powdery Mildew

Distributed by
Chicago Toro Turf Irrigation Inc.

TURF PRODUCTSLTD.
John M. Turner, Agri-Chemical Sales Specialist

Phone: 985-6643

BROOKSIDE SOIL TESTING
and

IRRIGA TION WATER ANAL YSIS

includes complete report, and recommendations for
producing quality turf on golf courses.

ADVANTAGES:
• Improve the environment of the grasses and

eliminate turf diseases
• Decrease the money spent on pesticides
• Reduce thatch and eliminate fairway renovation
• Less money needed for high cost fertilizer
• Healthy turf attracts more golfers and increases

income

Contact:
V. J. Zolman

2618 Harvey Avenue
Berwyn, Illinois 60402

Phone: (312) - 788-4565



C-15 - SOME THOUGHTS

About a month ago, after a winter passed without
dealing with the C-15 dilemma, my thoughts naturally
started leaning toward how to deal with the problem
this spring. Much has been stated about the' 'do's and
don'ts" of C-15 management - and with the much
awaited visit from Dr. Houston Couch, who heads up
the GCSAA appointed team to find a solution - Spring is
here! Dr. Couch has made a visit to Chicago with some
very interesting news and a possible solution. How-
ever, we superintendents who have this so-called "red
leaf" now must still deal with it until the appointed
team finalizes its analysis.

Last July at the Medinal Country Club MAGCS
meeting, many possible management practices and/or
cures were discussed.

Fungicide Application: Many different tank mixtures
were discussed from heavy weekly applications of
Dacomil and Acti-dionne TGT, to going back to the
possible use of mercuries. The possibility of Stripe
Smut and heavy rates of 3336 or 1991 drenched in was
mentioned as a cure. And finally, cool weather Pythium
and the use of DuPont SP was recommended by one
individual.

Fertilization: C-15 requires more nitrogen! Anybody
knows that! Also Ph could be a factor, sulfur
applications, gypsum, and the use of fertilizers with
sulfur added. Iron and micro-nutrients added weekly to
the spray tank certainly wouldn't hurt. All through this
part of the discussion my thoughts keep going back to
"some" recommendations that green greens are not
necessarily good greens and that low N produces stiffer
upright leaves for a smoother and tighter putting
surface.

Cultural Practices - C-15 under stress will not survive
vigorous cultural control such as verti-cutting, aerifi-
cation, brushing, or combing. Also, one wise experi-
enced superintendent told me once that C-15 does not
like heavy top-dressing. The possibility of overseeding
with other bents should be initiated immediately.

Drainage and Irrigation were mentioned and every-
one naturally agreed that proper use of both is
mandatory.

Now - Dr. Couch has made his report to the Chicago
area and has some very encouraging news. To review
his findings to date:

1. The dying out of C-15 in the Chicago area was not
red leaf spot, cool weather Pythium, nor was the
disease incited by parasitic nematodes.

2. The disease is primarily in the roots and possibly
crowns of the plants.

3. Soil Ph has a factor on all fertilization practices,
but it in itself is not the cause of the dying-out of C-15.

4. There is no relationship between either manufac-
turer or analysis of fertilizer used and the development
of the disease.

5. There is no relationship between types or amounts
of pesticides used and the occurrence of the C-15
dying-out.

6. The disease hits C-15, but only C-15 which is
growing under certain stress conditions. They are: 1.
high soil moisture, 2. low air temperatures, 3. high
radiant energy, and 4. low cutting heights. Another
factor that seems to contribute to the development is
iron deficiency.

Dr. Couch seems to think "the disease" is "procar-
yote." Procaryote is a primitive bacteria-like organism.
If found to be the pest, we could be spraying with
antibiotics. We with the C-15 problems are all anxiously
awaiting the final conclusion.

But for now, what maintenance practices should we

follow. We can raise the height of cut, add sufficient
iron to the spray tank mix, try not to disturb the sick
grass by mechanical abuse, and just generally follow
sound maintenance practices.

I remember last fall when we were experimenting
with one particular green at Hillcrest. We had raised
the height of cut, applied additional fertilizer, and quit
brushing. A concerned member walked over to me after
putting out on the green and asked what we had done to
this green. After downheartedly trying to explain the
"C-15 red leaf problem", and why the green wasn't as
fast and short as the others, he looked at me and said,
"Gee, do you think we could make them all like this
one?"

Bruce A. Burchfield, CGCS
Hillcrest Country Club

EVENT - I.L.C.A. 's Annual Summer Field Day
PLACE - D. Hill Nurseries, Union, Illinois

Routes 47 and 176
DATE - Wednesday, August 5, 1981-8:30 a.m. - 4:00

p.m.
The day will consist of demonstrations by the exhibi-
tors, a steak luncheon, annual horseshoe tournament
and the Scholarship auction. Tours of the new D. Hill
Nursery will be run all day.
Please list our event in your calendar of events. If
possible we would appreciate a small editorial in your
publication.
Thank you. For further information or questions please
call Luci Ie Little, (312) 584-5770.

Illinois Landscape Contractors Association

~Do/
LAWN CARE TREE CARE

Weed, Crabgrassand Disease Tree Spraying. Feeding.
Control/Fertilizing Surgery. Trimming, Removal

HYDROSEEDING

RT. 2, BOX 518, LONG GROVE ROAD
LONG GROVE, I LUNDIS 60047 /(312)438-5161



Mike Bavier, President G.C.S.A.A.

David L. Amory, Green Committee Chairman

Oscar Miles, Supt. Butler National G.C.

Stanley Zontek

Dr. Houston B. Couch, Virginia Tech.

Dr. Marvin H. Ferguson, Architect

Dr. Joseph Duich

w. G. Buchanan



MIDWEST BREEZES

The M.A.G.C.S. April 6 meeting held at Elmhurst C.C.
was enjoyed by everyone present. The attendance was
not up to par. Less than sixty enjoyed a steak dinner.
Those who played golf reported the condition of the golf
course was in super condition, this was made possible
by our host, Tom Diguido, golf course Supt.

Directions for our May 4 meeting at Deer Creek G.C. at
Park Forest, III. is from the North. Take 294 South to
180- go west to Rt. 57. Then South to Rt. 30, then East
to Western Ave. Then it is 4 miles South on Western.
All others - consult your road map.

The U.S.G.A. meeting held on March 24 at the Marriot
O'Hare Hotel was well attended. Golf course superin-
tendents, green chairmen, club presidents, club mem-
bers, and golf professionals were present to hear what
the speakers had to offer. I am sure they left for home
satisfied that this day was not a loss.
One of the topics discussed was "Sand Topdressing".
This subject is still debatable. In the future it may be
settled, I hope. Another subject was divots on
bentgrass fairways. The speaker suggested that filling
the divots with seed and soil will reduce the chance for
a golf ball to come to rest in a divot hole. The hole will
heal over more quickly and you will have a smoother
fairway.
Dr. Vargis showed many interesting pictures on various
subjects pertaining to golf course maintenance work. It
has been said that one picture is worth a thousand
words. One of his slides showed the right and the
wrong way of spraying chemicals on greens and tees.
Another slide illustrated the wrong way to hand water a
green. This editor hopes every Supt. that was present
made a note of this.
One of the speakers stated, "Many problems would not
have happened if a little common sense had been
applied before it happened." Should a problem of this
nature take place, common sense will help solve the
problem.
A few pictures were shown and a statement made that
there was more disease noticed on' tuffgrass areas
treated often compared to areas that were treated only
when necessary.
It was also recommended that when a golf course
turfgrass area is being checked for problems such as
wilt, it should not be done from a riding vehicle. The
proper way is by walking.

On March 25 the Chicago District Golf Association
sponsored their annual green seminar at Butterfield

C.C. This is a super place to hold this yearly event. The
facilities are the best; location could not be better. The
service is tops and the food is truly outstanding. The
speakers were all in their prime.
Marv Ferguson, golf course architect, did a splendid
job on construction planning and the many thing~ to
guard against. When a golfer makes a poor shot he
usually blames something or someone for it. It should
be remembered the ball went where he drove it. Dr.
Ferguson mentioned the high cost of maintaining a golf
course and the indications are it will keep on unless the
golfer is willing to accept a lower standard of
maintenance. At the present time it appears he or she is
a little spoiled. The type of construction is also a factor
in maintenance cost. Some of the problems that are
found are caused by the automatic irrigation system.
He stated it may be necessary to reset the timing. Dr.
Ferguson sure did an excellent job and mentioned
many things that would improve the playing conditions
and also help keep down the cost of maintenance.
Dr. Housten Couch was at his best. His subject was C15
turfgrass problems. He does not condemn this strain of
bent. He is also sure the problem is not red leaf spot. I
am confident that with his knowledge he will solve the
problem. He made one mistake at this meeting. He
stepped away from behind the podium and got in
front of the man with the camera, which happened to be
this editor. Everyone had a good laugh and this is hard
to beat. The picture tells the story.
Mr. David Amory, C.D.G.A. green committee chair-
man acted as M.C. at the seminar and he sure never
finds himself for the lack of words. This is a gift most of
us do not have. The attendance was 245, a record!
Charles Price, writer for Golf Magazine, gave a
summary on golf, going back several years. This is
always interesting at least to someone like myself. He
mentioned the older architects such as Donald Ross
being among the greatest. This editor will sure agree
with this, because I had the pleasure of working with
Mr. Ross in building Woodhill C.C. in 1916 and 1917 at
Wayzata, Minn. This is considered to be one of the
finest courses in this country.
A statement I do not agree with is in regards to the late
Tom Bendelow. He was the architect at Medinah C.C. I
also had the good fortune to work with Mr. Bendelow in
the building of #2 and #3 courses at Medinah C.C.
There have been some changes made on Medinah #3
since its' original layout in the middle twenties. Many
people do not know the history behind #3 at Medinah.
Tom Bendelow was also the architect at Big Foot C.C.
at Fontana, WI. This is a great layout. Anyone who has
played it will agree. Many parts of certain fairways had
to be hand spaded. The reason was the peat bog would
not permit horses and a plow. Tractors were not around
for this kind of work. Mr Price made some interesting
statements on golf cart paths. One of the statements
was that there are over 12,000 miles of cart paths in this
country.

Dan Schei, son of Ray Schei, supt. at Ruth Lake C.C. is
the new supt. at Brookwood C.C. Congratulations, Dan
and the best of everything. .

EDITORIAL NOTE
In case you find mistakes in this bulletin, please
remember they were put there for a purpose. We try to
offer something for everyone in this periodical. Some
people are always looking for mistakes.



The Very First Systemic in
FLOWABLE Form

CLEARY'S
3336-F Fungicide

The dawn of a better technology.
FLOWABLE.

Cleary's 3336 Systemic Fungicide has earned your confidence in
the prevention and control of dollar spot and 6 other major
diseases. Today W.A. Cleary announces the development of
3336-F, the first systemic in flowable form. Flowables are simpler
and safer for the user to handle. Need little agitation. Will not clog
spray nozzles. Offer a uniform particle distribution for excellent
availability to the plant. Cleary's new 3336-F FLOWABLE.
Now available at application cost less than systemic wettable
powders.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION SEE YOUR LOCAL DISTRIBUTOR OR CONTACT

~ ~(L£RRY 0:!Dm
~ 1049 Somerset St., Somerset, N.J. 08873 (201) 247-8000

CONTACT

Ed Stewart
RIVER FOREST GOLF CLUB

834·0894
REMONT MFG.lBOX 366/VILLA PARK, IL 60181/(312) 279-5920

LEE OVERPECK OICK EVENSON
2111 GRANT DRIVE .... :rwOODVIEW DR.
BOLINGBROOK. IL 410.. 311 SUN PRAIRIE. WI 535110

PH:312·7511·70el


