
MIDWEST BREEZES
Many times we hear the statement made, "What

does the G.C.S.A.A. do for its golf course Supt.
members?" This editor is not one of the junior
members. I have had many years of experience with
G.C.S.A.A. Therefore I know they have helped the
Supt. many times when it did not meet the eye of the
Supt. members.

On behalf of the Midwest Golf Course Supt. Assoc.,
I want to thank the G.C.S.A.A. for showing their
concern in regards to the problem that was encoun-
tered on a certain strain of bent grass on greens in the
Chicago area this past season of 1980. Our many
thanks goes to G.C.S.A.A. Pres. Mel Lucas for making
it possible in a financial way for Dr. Couch and Dr.
Larsen to participate in our M .A.G.C.S. turf clinic at
Medinah C.C. Their part of the program was very
educational to everyone present and I am sure eased
the minds of many who encountered this serious
problem.

This is only one of the many ways the G.C.S.A.A.
gets involved in pertaining to our profession. Now ask
yourself, "What can I do to help our national
association?" My answer is, if you are not a member,
become one. If you are a member, get in touch with a
golf course Supt. who is not a member. Get involved,
offer your service. You will find that sooner or later it
will pay dividends.

The M.A.G.C.S. 28th Annual Turf Clinic held at
Medinah C.C. on Nov. 18 and 19, 1980 was a success
in every way. The educational part of the program was
among the better ones. The speakers did a splendid
job in delivering their part of the educational program.
Approximately 200 attended the one day and a half
program. The food was excellent and the service was
super. We thank all the employees and above all our
host, Don Pakkala, Supt. and Manager Robert Nelson.
Also Medinal C.C. who have permitted the Midwest
Association to hold their clinic at this beautiful club.
The location is perfect and the facilities are the best.
All in all, we are a lucky association.

The busy golf season in the Chicago area has come
to a close. A good season for some course Supts. and
not so good for others. I guess that is part of the
game. Now that this is behind us, it is time to get
ready for next year. I hope your snow mold treatments
have been applied; all new construction work has been
completed; the planting of new trees finds them all in
the hole, wrapped and staked if necessary. Also, are
your reservations all in order for the G.C.S.A.A. 52nd
International Turfgrass Conference and Show in Ana-
heim, CA on Jan. 25-30, 1981. Save a little time for
our M.A.G.C.S Jan. 5th meeting at Arrowhead G.C.
Bob Breen, Supt. will be our host.

We were all glad to see Mrs. Walter Fuchs, Sr. at
her son Walter's Christmas party on Dec. 5. She sure
looks good after a 29 day stay in the hospital. It proves
one can not keep a good lady down and where there is
a will, there is a way.

The Dec. issue of the Bull Sheet listed the M.A.G.C.S.
dinner dance door prizes and donors names. Due to
not all the necessary information, the donors of the
centerpiece on each table was donated by Warren's
Turfgrass and Thornton's Turfgrass Nurseries.

Dear Ray,
A new year opens the door to optimism and great

expectations.
"NINETEEN EIGHTY ONE"

N*ow we have a chance to say,
I* II be an asset every day.
N*owhere else on this good Earth,
E*ach may compliment their birth,
T*hrough deeds they do, big or small,
E*normous dividends will fall.
E*veryone may reap their share,
N*ow they've given and show they care.
E*ach year brings a new perspective,
1*n this one, a new elective.
G*reat things may we find in store,
H * istoric changes, by the score,
T*o lead us in the paths of right,
Y*ielding not to Worldly blight.
0* ur treasured values that went astray,
N*ow will come back home to stay.
E* njoy the pleasures that will come,

from Nineteen Eighty One.
Happy New Year, Superintendently,

Kenneth R. Zanzig
Green Garden C.C.

The deepest sympathy of the M.A.G.C.S. is
extended to the Voykin family, due to the death
of Rodney who passed away on Dec. 5th.
Rodney was the golf course supt. for the past
several years at Green Acres C.C. He will
certainly be missed by his many, many friends.

Adolph Bertucci has done it again. With the help of
Nancy Norman and Nancy Johnson, his Christmas
party at Lake Shore C.C. gets bigger and better each
year. Appoximately 300 attended and enjoyed the
assortment of food and liquid refreshments. This
editor hopes he will continue to be one of Adolph's
many friends.



Pete Leuzinger
talk given at MAGCS clinic at Medinah C.C.

MOWING, AN IMPORTANT CULTURAL
PRACTICE ON THE GOLF COURSE

One basic premise that I have to remember in
greenkeeping is that golf turf is truly a specialized
turf, grown artificially for golf. It in no way resembles
the turf in a lawn or any other plot of turf. It is
different because it goes through the day to day
stresses of cutting, play, disease, insects, wilt, and
excesses of water. Between the evils of Mother
Natur~, the wear and tear of everyday golf, and the
ensuemg day to day maintenance, even the temporary
cures that we apply to solve problems cause stress by
themselves. We, as growers really have to be on our
toes to keep the golf course near-perfect each day,
each week, and each season. We have to mold cultural
programs that will work for us each day and be
c.ompatible ~ith each season. Growing healthy turf
first, and taking care of it after establishment, is the
key t~ good cU.I~ura.1practices. They include mowing,
watering, fertilization, disease control, and insect
control. Auxiliary cultural practices include aerification
vertical mowing, top dressing, rolling, drainage. Don~
properly, cultural practices will indeed minimize most
extremes experienced in turfgrass maintenance. Each
required decision making and proper timing since they
may vary from day to day and season to season.
Mowing is a number one area in our work since most
of our time and financing goes toward this area of turf
maintenance. We are experts in this because we know
of . the importance of mechanical upkeep, timing,
h~lght of cut and frequency. Proper mowing minimizes
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secondary problems associated with the upkeep of the
course. It is not just the method of removing top
growth. Cattle do that, too. It is the method of
mechanically maintaining the turf surface. Turf is a
special plant because over the years it has devised its
own adaptation in growth for having its foliage
removed. It has low growing points and it stores
reserved food in its stolons, rhizomes, and roots thus
enabling the turfgrass to give itself new growth' after
defoliation. The following list tells us what happens to
the turf when we cut it:

1. reduction of the leaf surface
2. temporary sessation of root growth
3. top growth is stimulated
4. the ratio of top to bottom is reduced thus

lowering carbohydrate production and storage
5. competition between small and large plants is

reduced
6. shading of lower leaves is reduced
7. a port of entry for disease-causing organisms is

introduced
8. as older leaves are removed, remaining leaves

are younger and less mature
9. water loss from cut ends is temporarily increased

10. species tolerant to mowing are favored over those
not so tolerant

11. soil surface temperatures are more extreme
Theref~re, qlven this group of happenings, and given
a certain day with weather conditions, we have many
managemen~ choices when it comes to mowing.

1. The height of ~ut may vary at the beginning of
the season, durrng the season, during periods of
extremes and again at the end of the season.

2. Frequency of mowing depends on the time of the
year and daily weather conditions which dictate



• Incomparable color
Darkest green of any perennial

• Excellent texture
• Cuts clean and easy
• Reduced disease risks
• Good heat tolerance

and cold ...hardiness

whether we shou Id mow at all, every day, or
every other day.

3. When to mow can be altered by heat stress,
morning dew, and so on.

4. Type of equipment can be an alternative from day
to day and again from season to season.

5. Collecting clippings can be an advantage in some
instances or it may work to a disadvantage in the

... long term. .._. __ ..
If the affects ·of-mav,ling really do reduce carbohydrate
reserve and production, I am sure most of us would
admit that we do not think of cutting turf in these
terms, as part of our daily routine. This is why I
believe in one of my "Leuzingerisms", a basic
philosophy. "Greenkeeping is not a science, it is an
art." Day to day decisions we make are not based on
scientific data that we collect, but they are based on
visual inspection and feel of the course each day. The
first thing we do when we go to work is decide what
needs to be done. Are the greens going to get cut,
should we let carts go today, is there an outing to
schedule around, was that watering on the greens or
fairways enough, and will they require additional
water tonight? This is what greenkeeping is all about.
If greenke.eping is not just a science and is an art in
growing, there have to be certain pre-requisites to
become a qualified golf course superintendent. A
greater appreciation of the game of golf is a must,
both in the art of greenkeeping and in meeting the
needs of the golfer. Technical ability in the upkeep of
machinery, drainage, and personnel relations are but a
few examples in the art of greenkeeping. Experience
in this business is the door that opens for the patient
learner. Success is measured by more than one or two
good seasons in a row for the person who stays in this
business.
When it comes to day to day maintenance practices, I
believe in another "Leuzingerism" or basic philo-
sophy. That is, "there is probably more than one way
to do the greenkeeping right, and one way to do it
wrong". The way you choose may be different, but

just as successful. Let's take a hypothetical problem: If
we are in good growing weather and we have had a
nice rain during the night, we will probably check the
golf course for conditions before we do anything else.
Depending on the amount of moisture in the ground
we might be faced with several options.

1. Do we cut now or give the greens a day of rest?
2. Will they dry out enough by 11 o'clock so that we

can cut ahead of the afternoon play? This may be
an inconvenience, but one that will payoff if
conditions are right at 11.

3. If things are not right at 11, it may be necessary
to bring some of the helpers back in the evening
and cut them ahead of the next rain storm. This is
really an inconvenience, but very important if
conditions dictate.

Nother Nature can be our biggest bug-a-boo. This is
why cutting in extreme conditions has to be a number
one management decision each day of the season.
Inconvenience is not a good enough excuse for making
the wrong decision for cutting. The feeling of accom-
plishment derived from making the right difficult
decision far outweighs the convenience of the matter-
of-fact, lackadaisical method of just sending the crew
out to cut greens and fairways on an extremely wet or
hot day, just to keep them busy and out of our hair.
The problems of self-inflicted, injured turf from
cutting at the wrong time usually causes more
problems and more days for worry and concern.
The Chicagoland area is experiencing problems with
C-15 turf on the greens. No matter what the problem,
whether disease or genetic, we as golf course
superintendents better baby those turf areas with the
problem. No matter what fertilizer regime and fungi-
cide program we have, if we predispose that turf to
cutting stress, we have opened the door for additional
problems that can and often are irreversible. Only the
strong survive, and that is our job, to keep it srong,
and at the same time, offer the best possible golf
conditions.

~~~~:~~~e
P.O. Box 2955, Mi ion, Kansas 66205



POSITION OPEN
Golf Course Supt. wanted - Elwood C.C. Semi-private,
18 holes, blue grass, watered fairways. Bent C15
strain on greens.
Contact Jim Nodglim, Mgr., Elwood C.C., Box 1,
Genoa, IL 60135. Phone 815-784-5678.

SUPT. WANTED
North Chicago Park District - Foss Park G.C. Good
salary plus a house for living quarters, Contact Marc
Brogan, 1730 S. Lewis, North Chicago, IL 60064.
Phone 689-8100.

USS Vertagreen
A product
for all reasons

• • •
@
Vertagreen

Fairways, tees, greens._ .::::~ ...:::=
Eachhas itsownspecialser-':::::;:::~~,=m:=~
of needs. And each one .::.::::::~~=~~__ ;;:_ ...
needs its own special USS
Vertagreen product for
the most professional and
economical results. You
know you can depend on
USS Vertagreen. Call your
distributor today!

2 N 255 County Farm Rd. West Chicago, 111.60185
Phone 668-5537

~ Agri-Chemicals
Division of United States Steel
PO. Box 1685, Atlanta, Georgia 30301

ARTHUR CLESEN INC.

Cleary Turf Chemicals

Country Club & Vertagreen
Fertilizers

Turfgrass Seed

Soil Conditioners - Bark - Mulches

"Easy Markersll & Paints

543 Diens Drive

Wheeling, Illinois 60090 (312) 537-2177



: TOBO
20% OFF

HYDRAULIC
TRANSMISSION

OIL FILTERS
with coupon only

[OFFER EXPIRES
JANUARY 31, 1981]

Filters for following Toro equipment only:
• TURF-PRO • WORKMASTER
• SAND-PRO • GM3

Limit 6 filters per customer..........................................
20% OFF COUPON

Hydraulic Filters
For Turf-Pro, Sand-Pro, Workmaster, GM3

with coupon only, expires January 31
Chicago Toro, 911 Hilltop Dr., Itasca 773-5550

This is just a partial list

NORTHBROOK SUPPLY COMPANY
933 Cedar Lane

Northbrook, Illinois 60062
312 - 498-4491

Your Headquarters for Maintenance Supplies

Hand Tools
Power Tools
Piping Tools
Shovels
Rakes - all ki nds
Fasteners
Maintenance Chemicals
Drills
Electrical Terminals

Aerosols
Hand Cleaners
Chain Supplies

Safety Equipment
Locks

P.attery Cables
Ladders

Metric Fasteners
Brushes

... We will Help you with those Hard to find Items ..
Call us today 312-498-4491

The Editor Wishes All of You Health, Happiness and
Good Luck During 1981



Some of the speakers at the M.A.G.C.S. clinic.

Len Berg, Pres.• CGCS.

Don Pakkala, CGCS.

Peter Leuzinger

Dr. Bill Daniel

Ed Wollenberg

John Berarducci

Dr. H. Couch

Roger Stewart



Stan Zonter, USGA

Dr. Paul Sartoretto

Edward Fischer

Carl Hopphan

ISDU R (31-0·0) and PAR EX R

~

fertilizers with ISDU are custom
i.... ,," formulated for high maintenance. high

.,..._...... . ~ quality turfgrass. Check with your
local PAR EX territory manager or

distributor for other available grades.

"">~:':"~
~----'~---=~::-=-::"I

Turf Products Ltd.
West Chicago, IL 312/668-5537
Paarlberg Chemicals Co.
South Holland, IL 312/474-3086

, Olsen Distributing Co.
Barrington, 11312/381-9333

Professional Turf Specialists
Normal, IL 309/454-2467
Tri State Toro Co.
Davenport, IA 319/326-4416

. I

Ken Quandt Territory Manager
Buffalo Grove, IL 312/541-8492

-----------_ ... --
20·4·10
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OSEMAN
2620 CRAWFORD AVE. 864-1842

EV ANSTON, ILLINOIS

TURF EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS

ROSEMAN GANG MOWERS

TILLER RAKES

LEL Y SPREADERS

SEEDERS

ROTO TILLERS

HOMELITE CHAIN SAWS

FORD TRACTORS

DEDOES AERIFIER

LOADERS

LEAF MULCHERS

ROTARY MOWERS

HOMELITE PUMPS

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • RENTALS

The best in turf supplies-
LESCO 100% Sulfur-Coated Fertilizers,

golf course accessories, chemicals including

LESCOSAN
A highly effective pre-emergence

(800) crabgrass and poa annua control (800)
321-5325 362-7413
NATIONWIDE Available from: IN OHIO

Dave Zimmerman
LAKESHORE EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY CO.

"Home of LESCO Products"
300 South Abbe, Elyria, OH 44035

o MATERIAL
TRANSMISSION

EQUIPMENT CO.
Stocking warehouse of:
• V-Belts
• Pulleys
• Chain
• Sprockets
• Golf Cart Belts
• Machine Shop Facilities
• Pillow Blocks

5409 NORTHWEST HIGHWAY
CRYSTAL LAKE, ILLINOIS 60014

312/639-3811 815/455-1422

Because of the benefits derived from
attending Turf Conferences, my club
officials insist that I go to Anaheim,
CA. I sincerely hope that other clubs are
doing the same for their grounds
superintendent.

FOR THE FINEST IN SOD

THORNTON'S TURF NURSERY
312 - 742-5030

Rt. 2 Box 72 Elgin, III.

NAtiONAL CHEMSEARCH CORP.
222' South Central Ave.

St. Lou-is,Missouri 63105

ASPHAL T DRIVE-WAYS - PARKING LOTS - ETC

"Goll Course Work e Speqalty"

l E M 0 N T PA V IN G CO.

SAND s STONE

11SIh & Archer Ave (AI 171). Lemont. illinoIS

AAY MURPHY 257.6701

At the 1980 Toro National Irrigation Distributor
M~etings, held October 16, 1980, Tom Nestor of
Chicago Toro was awarded the 1980 Irrigation Service
Award.

At the 1980 Toro Service Management Seminar, held
October 27, 1980, Chicago Toro's Service Department
was recognized for their service excellence.



• BECAUSE WE'VE BEEN A
PRIME SUPPLIER TO
GOLF COURSES SINCE 1925:

WE HAVE THE EQUIPMENT \UU-NEED.
WE HAVE THE ACCESSORIES \UU NEED.
WE HAVE THE GRASS SEED \UU NEED. k/~l
WE HAVE THE CHEMICALS \UU NEED. JtI
WE HAVE THE PROMPT SERVICE \UU NEED•
•••PLUSA STAFFOFPROFESSIONAL AGRONOMISTS.

EARLY ORDER DISCOUNTS? OF COURSE!

SPRING DATING? OF COURSE I•
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL

(312)

-
WE'LL COME A-RUNNIN'!

.,.
Davis




