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•
Ed Fischer, Midwest Pres., Butler National G.C.

PRESIDENT' MESSAGE
The season is almost over, and what a summer it has

been. It has been a few years since we have had all the
heat and humidity of this past year. Now it's time to get
started on thinking about all the new projects that must
be done. It's also time to think about the Midwest
Association of Golf Course Superintendents and what
you can do to improve it. As a suggestion, may I say -
GET INVOLVED.

It won't be long and Bob Breen will be coming
around asking members to run for election for our
Board. Don't say no, say YES, and become part of this
Association. I am sure Bob would like to see some
volunteers on the Board. Give Bob a call. It may take
some of your time to be a Board member, but I feel it's
time well spent. Apart from serving your Association it
provides an opportunity to get to know your fellow
Superintendents better and make some new and lasting
friendships.

Yes, it is only September and elections aren't until
November, but now is the time to think about serving
on the Board. Or, if not doing that, coming up with new
ideas or suggestions you would like the M.A.G.C.S. to
adopt. We need new ideas, too. For example, last year
the idea came up for a day for our A.A. members and
also, the idea of a cook out came up. This year these two
ideas were put together and one of the best meetings of
the year was held last month at Sterling Hamilton's
place, Randall Oaks C.C. This is what we need, your
service or ideas to help make this a better Association.

Ed Fischer

•

Illinois Turfgrass Research Golf and Field day was
postponed from August 18 to September 22nd due to
weather conditions. This is an event all golf course
supts. should make every effort to support. The results
from this research work will be of benefit to all. •The M .A.G.C.S. Annual Golf Championship golf
tournament will be held September 8 at Shore Acres
C.C. Thomas Rader, Supt. will be our host. Sharpen up
your game - it may payoff.
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other elite bluegrasses, your
turf problems are all but sol-
ved. Highly disease and drought
resistant and it can be mowed
down to 112 inch ... ideal from
the tee to the green.

BENTGRASS SOD OR STOLONS
Penncross· Cohansey C·? . Toronto C·15

Available as Sod, Sod Blend, Sod Plugs and Seed.

1U~ TURF NURSERY, INC.

8400 West 111th. Street
Palos Hill, Il 60465 . Phone: 3121974·3000

c. E. DAUGHERTY CO.
1855 W. Stuart Ln.

Palatine, Illinois 60067
(312) 359-0602

Representing:

MITTS & MERRILL - Brush and Limb
Chipper

AQUASHADE INC. - Pond Beautifier

COURSIGNS INC. - Golf Course Signs -
Trap Rakes - Litter
Receptacles

CARRON NET CO. INC. - T nnis Nets -
Wind Screens
- Dividers -
Straps &
Tap

POLLARD BROS. - Work Benches -
Cabi net, Barrell
Stand

LOFT-KELLOGG - Grass S ed

.. ." ....
;CRAgS-CEL - Paving Blocks

ARTHUR CLESEN INC.

Cleary Turf Chemicals

Country Club & Vertagreen
Fertilizers

Turfgrass Seed

Soil Conditioners - Bark - Mulches

/lEasy Markers" & Paints

543 Diens Drive

Wheeling, Illinois 60090 (312) 537-2177

ANAHEIM TO HOST 1981 CONFERENCE
The 1981 GCSAA International Turfgrass Conference

and Show Jan. 25-30 in Anaheim, Calif. will include a
joint educational meeting with the USGA Green
Section, the return of the popular golf course tour and
an expanded schedule of conference functions.

Because both GCSAA and USGA will be meeting at
the same time in California, the two organizations have
agreed to co-host one educational session, scheduled
for Jan. 29 in the Anaheim Convention Center, site of
most of GCSAA's conference and show activities. No
theme has been determined for the joint session, al-
though Palmer Maples Jr., CGCS, GCSAA director of
education, said that it would be related to GCSAA's
general conference theme, "Meeting Golf's Challenges
Efficiently. "

GCSAA's conference activities will begin with a pre-
conference golf tournament at Industry Hills Golf
Course near the conference site. Practice rounds wi II
begin Jan. 21, with tournament play Jan. 22-23.

Several one- and two-day seminars will be offered
Jan. 24-25, followed by the opening session on
Monday, Jan. 26, and general sessions throughout the
week. A ribbon-cutting ceremony will kick off the Turf-
grass Trade Show Tuesday morning.

One of the most popular activities from past con-
ferences has been ret urned to the 1981 prog ram. A tou r
of the 36-nole Industrial Hills complex has been
scheduled for Friday morning, Jan. 30.

Two unique social functions have been added to the
1981 conference schedule. A special "GCSAA Family
Fun Day" at Disneyland Amusement Park is scheduled
for Friday after the close of conference activities, and
negotiations are now underway to purchase a block of
tickets for a Harlem Globetrotters basketball game
sometime during the conference week.

The Anaheim Convention Center, one of the largest
in the country, is located within walking distance of
several convention hotels as well as Disneyland.
Several theme parks, museums and other tourist at-
tractions also are close by. The combination of valuable
educational opportunities, social activities, sun and fun
for the entire family promises to make GCSAA's 52nd
International Turfgrass Conference and Show one to
remember. Fore Front



Dear Ray,
I hate to be facetious or sound flippant about the red

leaf spot problem in the Chicago area, but you have
invited suggestions, and I have the answer to the
problem.

For the benefit of the younger superintendents who
don't know me as you do, I have the credentials to
address the subject. I have been fighting diseases on
the golf courses since 1946 when I came up with the
discovery of PMAS.

It didn't take more than three or four years in the
business to learn that although PMAS was, and still is,
the best broad spectrum fungicide ever developed, it
could not do the job by itself.

In the early fifties, I was advocating mixing of
fungicides to get better control. The problem facing the
educated superintendent is the fact that he takes the
data of the plant pathologist too literally. He will use a
specific fungicide for a specific disease and nothing else
in the spray tank. He is where I was in the late forties,
trying to control disease with a single fungicide. You
talk to him about developing resistant strains and he
will vindicate himself by telling you that, although he
will not mix fungicides, he will alternate them
occasionally which is another trap I fell into.

In 1972, I devised a fool-proof system for the
superintendent. It's a set of guidelines that he can
follow which allows him to mix pesticides, not only
fungicides, and spray them together without incurring
phytotoxicity and still get such a broad spectrum
control that no disease can survive these barriers.

The number of mixes that he can use is boundless.

(-~)~Afl
~ PLANT BREEDERS

• Incomparable color
Darkest green of any perennial

• Excellent texture
• Cuts clean and easy
• Reduced disease risks
• Go d hea t tolerance

and cold-hardiness

North American Plant Breeders
P. O. Box 2955
Mission, KS 66205

My first recommendation is a mixture of Cleary
chemicals, but when I run across a superintendent who
is in trouble and does not have Cleary chemicals, I
usually end up with a mix of 5 or 6 chemicals that he has
in his barn which will get him out of trouble. Then, and
only then, does he becomea believer.

I have a number of disciples in the Chicago area that
have followed my advice over the years and are doing
quite well. Some of them have the C-15 strain, and did
not develop the so-called red leaf spot.

There are no new strains of diseases. The strains
have always been there. But because the superinten-
dent has become so specific in his treatment of disease,
he probably created his own resistant strain. This
would not have happened had he had the good sense to
tank mix his chemicals.

We have 18 greens on our property to experiment
with. One green is on a base of clay. That's my prize
green! If I can hold bent and poa on that green, I can
surely recommend formula mixes for anybody. One
green is 95% sand. That is also a challenge. The other
greens are variations of sand and Jersey Clay mixtures.
The point I'm making is that good cultural practices are
more than half the battle, but ruling out a catastrophy,
any disease is controllable despite poor soils and less
than optimum cultural practices.
P.S. I can come up with at least a dozen formulas for
controlling red leaf spot depending upon what the
superintendent has in his chemical inventory.

Paul Sartoretto
W. A. Cleary Corp.

BROOKSIDE SOIL TESTING
and

IRRIGATION WATER ANALYSIS

includes complete report, and recommendations for
producing quality turf on golf courses.

ADVANTAGES:
• Improve the environment of the grasses and

eliminate turf diseases
• Decrease the money spent on pesticides
• Reduce thatch and eliminate fairway renovation
• Less money needed for high cost fertilizer
• Healthy turf attracts more golfers and increases

income

Contact:
V. J. Zolman

2618 Harvey Avenue
Berwyn, Illinois 60402

Phone: (312) - 788-4565
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with Banvel®4S
It Banvel~2. 4D

HERBICIDES

The broad leaf weed 'specialists'
designed for professional turf programs.
Here's why BANVEL® herbicides are the
professionals' choice for weed control:
• Used as directed Banvel will not harm trees,

ornamentals or turf-it just eliminates weeds.
• No season restrictions. Lay down Banvel from

early spring to late fall-all through the
growing season.

• Rain will not affect Banvel. It keeps on
working because it translocates-penetrates
leaves and is absorbed through roots to
attack every part of the weed.

• No special spraying equipment necessary. It
is easy to clean out of equipment after use.

• Mixes readily with hard or soft water.
• Easily stored through winter months without

losing potency.

Banvel herbicides-products
for professional turf men

oYelsicol
VELSICOL CHEMICAL CORPORATION
341 East Ohio Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611

©Velsicol Chemical Corporation, 1976

PENNCROSS & TORONTO C-15 BENT SOD
and

TORONTO (-15

BENTSTOLONS

• Pure to Strain
• Maintained at 1/4" mowing height

with "Greens King"
• Grown on Sandy Loam Soli
• Toronto (-15 Strain resistant to

leafspot

ALSO FEATURING

• XL-100 Bluegrass Blend Sod

"For the Superintendent who
wants the best"
XL-100 Is a blend of five bluegrass varieties
that were ranked superior In tests con-
ducted at maior Midwest Universities.

XL-100 is disease resistant. shade toleran,t
(60%) and adaptable to close mowing.

H & E Sod Nursery, Inc.
3900 West 167th Street
Markham, Illinois 60426

312/596-7200

COUNTRY CLUB
THE

BALANCED
FERTILIZER

·····0 valuable esset-«.
in growing good turf

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
LEBANON CHEMICAL CORP.

P.O. Box 647 Danville, IL 61832



Having trouble with Mother Nature?

Guarantee your water delivery ... install
a TORO Automatic Irrigation System.

• Complete design, sales, service.
• FuII parts inventory.
• TORO reliabi Iity.
• All your irrigation needs.

Toro Reliable Water
Puts You In Control

Cl1ic~a!~B,nc.
911 Hilltop Drive
Itasca, Illinois 60143
(312) 773-5555

IRRIGATION DIVISION

The hazy, lazy
days of autumn

are busy days for
many fungi

When nature slows down,
don't be caught napping,
Use Acti-drone TGF regularly
to control dollars pot, leaf-
spot, rust and powdery mil-
dew, Call us now for help in
planning fall disease control.
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• HELPS YOU BUILD HEALTHY TURF

Olltrlbu td by
ChlClgo Toro Turf Irrigation Inc.

TURF PRODUCTS LTD.
Don Maske. Agri-Chemlcal Sales Specialist

Phone: 815/838-8164

A LEADER IS ...
A leader is best
When people barely know he exists.
Not so good
When people obey and acclaim him.
Worse when they despise him.
But of a good leader
Who talks little
When his work is done
His aim fulfilled
They will say
"We did it ourselves." Lao-Tse

(c. 565 B.C.)- -BOJO TURF SUPPLY CO.

R R 1, Box 52
Peotone, III.
312-258-3485

Baja ALL MAJOR TURF SUPPLIES

• PAR-EX
• Vertagreen
• Du Pont
• Diamond Shamrock
• Sand Blasters
• Cyclones
• Fore Par

TURF
SUPPLY CO.

- -



.es.:
ENGINEERED RAIN

iTurf Topics-

WE'VE HEARD RUMORS THAT ..•

YOU'VE BEEN HEARING RUMORS THAT...
Buckner®IS OUT OF BUSINESS???

IT'S NOT TRUE!!

Royal Coach Sprinklers, Inc. has purchased
from Johns-Manville Corp., the Buckner"
division. And whether you know it or not,
Royal Coach and its people certainly aren't
new to the sprinkler industry ...

James Coson was owner of Buckner", he
sold out to Johns-Manville Corp.

Coson then formed a new company which he
called Royal Coach Sprinklers, Inc.

When Buckner was again for sale, he decided
to incorporate it into his growing line with
Royal Coach.

Now we at~~~co as exclusive dis-
tributor of the combined lines of

mnynl arnarq~~prt1tk1l'rnf Inc.
are in a better than ever position to solve all
your irrigation needs.

Since 1926 ~~~.co has been in the
business of providing sales and excellent ser-
vice of quality, reliable product lines ... and
we don't see any reason to argue with
SUCCESS!!

Write or call direct

~~~
ENGINEERED RAIN

Sprinker Irrigation Supply CO.
A division of A. J. Miller Inc.

Chicago Sales Office/Warehouse
1115 Republic Dr., Addison, IL60101

Phone (312)543-5330

TURF EXPERTS ..
DEMAND THE BEST

Todavs professional turf manager recognizes the value of
up-to-date turfgrass breeding and research. That's why so
many are upgrading their programs with Prck seeds lineup of
new, improved turf products.

~\~~ hd·hf .I.0UC own
Kentucky Bluegrass

~~

i:1iii!~I:i =3 : i TOU~N~!1H~D~!
TURF-TYPE PERENNIAL RYEGRASS ~

Why not join them?

PIC~rgrgIID
PICKSEED WEST, Inc.
Box 888, Tangent, OR 97389 (503) 926·8886

GOLF COURSE IRRIGA liON SALES CO.
Div. of Halloran & Yauch, Inc.
2040 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, 111.60025

Distributors of:
"AQUA DIAL" - Sprinklers & Valves

"MOODY" - Sprinklers, Valves & Controllers

CUSTOM PUMP HOUSE CONSTRUCTION
AND REMODELING!

IRRIGATION INSTALLATION & REMODELING!

GOLF COURSE DRAJNAGE SYSTEMS!

Call Us For Your Golf

Course Irrigation Needs!

312 ·129 ·1625



TREES-EVERGREENS-SHRUBS
Specializing in large Caliper shade trees and Ornamentals.

We also offer complete installation service.

TELEPHONE: (312) 546-9444

Arthur E. Schroeder
Richard A. Schroeder

Don Virgens
GRAYSLAKE, ILL.

Rt. 1 - Box 34-W
Nursery on Rt. 60 between Rtes. 12 (Volo) and 83 (Ivanhoe)

Sc roeder's,
MIl,,~

Nursery, Inc.

Nels J. Johnson, Tree Experts, Inc.
SINCE 1930

Nels J. Johnson, Sr.
Nels J. Johnson, Jr. Karl G. Johnson

Complete, economical tree service for Private Estates,
Parks, Municipalities, Golf Courses, Cemeteries,

Schools, Industrial Areas.
All phases of Arboriculture, Diagnosing, Pruning, Treating,
Transplanting, Fertilization, Hydraulic and Mist Spraying.
Removals. Stump Routing. Municipal Forestry. Chemotherapy
for elms, and other trees.

• FULL Y INSURED •
Graduate -- Licensed Arborists

MAIN OFFICE - 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, Illinois 60202
Phones: GReenleaf 5-1877 - GR 5-5255

Hinsdale, Illinois - FA 5-0970

KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS
• Does Great in Sun Or 60% Shade
• Excellent Disease Resistance to Powdery Mildew - Stripe

Smut - Leafspot - Rust
• Quick Recovery - Fast Germinating

-Adetphi • Low Growing -
Tolerates Close

KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS Mowing
• Greens Up Earliar in Spring - Stays Green Longer In Fall
• Great Resistance To Disease

• Performs Great In
FINE LEAF PERENNIAL RYEGRASS Hot, Humid Areas
• Improved Mowing Qualities
• Blends Well Wtih All Other Grasses

FOR MORE DlTAILED INFORMATION AND
TEST RESULTS WRITE TO:

VAUGHAN'S
5300Katrine Avenue,DownersGrove, illinois 60515,(312)969-6300
WAREHOUSES LOCATED IN:
Bound Brook, New·Jersey • Landover, Maryland. Ovid and
Grand Ledgl, Michigan. Spokane, Washington

JOINING PVC PLASTIC PIPE
IN HOT WEATHER

There are many occasions when solvent cementing
plastic pipe in 95°F temperatures and over cannot be
avoided. If special precautions are taken, problems can
be avoided.
Weld-On solvent cements for plastic pipe contain
high-strength solvents which evaporate faster at
elevated temperatures. This is especially true when
there is a hot wind blowing. If the pipe is stored in
direct sunlight, surface temperatures may be 20° F to
30°F above air temperature. Solvents attack these hot
surfaces faster and deeper, especially inside a joint.
Thus it is very important to avoid puddling inside
socket and to wipe off excess cement outside.
By following our standard instructions and using a little
extra care, as outlined below, successful solvent
cemented joints can be made in even the most extreme
hot weather conditions.
Tips to Follow When Solvent Cementing in High
Temperatures
1. Store solvent cements and primers in a cool or
shaded area prior to use.
2. If possible, store fitting and the pipe, or at least the
ends to be solvent welded, in shady area before
cementing.
3. Cool surfaces to be joined by wiping with a damp
rag. Be sure that surface is dry prior to applying solvent
cement.
4. Try to do the solvent cementing in cooler morning
hours.
5. Make sure that both surfaces to be joined are still
wet with cement when putting them together. With
large size pipe, more people on the crew may be

I necessary.
6. Use one of our heavier, high viscosity cements since
they will provide a little more working time.
As you know, during hot weather there can be a greater
expansion-contraction factor. We suggest you follow
the advice of the pipe manufacturer regarding this
condition.
By using our high-quality Weld-On products as
recommended and by following these hot weather tips,
you can be assured of producing strong I leak-proof
joints even during very hot weather conditions.

All Year Long ... You Can Depend On ... Weld-ON
Paul W. Sando & Associates

626 Pleasant
Glen Ellyn, IL



USSVertagreen
A product
for all reasons

• Uniform particles flow smoothly
and spread evenly.

• Half the nitrogen in Tee Green
is Urea-Formaldehyde.

• A minimum of one-fourth the
nitrogen in fairway grades is UF:

• Uniform balance of secondary
and micro-nutrients in slow-
release form - Ca, Mg, S, S,
Cu, Fe, Mn and Zn.

• All potash derived from sulfate
of potash.

• Polyethylene packaging.

Agri-Chemicals
Division of United States Steel
P.O. Box 1685
Atlanta, Georgia 30301



HOW TO TURN COMPLAINTS
TO YOUR ADVANTAGE

How do you handle complaints from golfers? Nobody
finds it easy to take criticism, especially when the
gripes come from someone whose only turfgrass
experience is his dandelion-free lawn. Unfortunately,
golf courses w'ere built and superintendents hired for
the benefit of golfers, a situation which often neces-
sitates a kid-glove approach to complaints.

Even if complaints are supposed to go to your green
chairman, chances are you'll still have to field a few
questions and comments from golfers who catch you on
the course. Generally, they will be friendly, but there
are always a few who aren't.

The first rule is keep your temper. Some people
actually enjoy harassing an employee, and others have
to find someone to blame for a bad round. However, if
you stay cool, he will soon realize he is out of line.

Hear him out. Many people who have honest
complaints only reveal portions of their grievances
because they are afraid you don't have time to listen to
them. When you've heard the whole thing, try to give a
thorough explanation. Above all, don't cut him off
abruptly, even if you are in a hurry. Try to set up a time
when you can go into the problem in detail if you think
it necessary.

Don't try a cover up. Even if it's your fault, he'll be
more impressed with your forthrightness than with a
slick, superficial explanation which blames everything
from the weather to last month's ladies tournament.

There are some positive steps you can take to head
off complaints. You can keep members informed of
construction, maintenance operations and other pro-
blem areas on the course by posting signs in the pro
shop. If your club has a monthly newsletter, you can
use it to keep members informed of upcoming
operations and explain why they are necessary. Some
superintendents have found it helpful to compile
regular reports of their operations so that everyone,
including club employees, knows not only what and
when but also why an operation is taking place.

You also can train your crew to successfully deal with
problems on the course. Make sure they have enough
information to handle the problem and that they realize
they are representing you and the club when they
handle a complaint or answer a question.

Credit - Fore Front

PROMPT TREATMENT CAN SAVE
STORM DAMAGED TREES

The recent storms have caused extensive damage to
trees throughout Chicagoland. Some trees have been so
severely damaged that removal is the only solution.

According to James A. Fizzel/, University of Illinois
Horticulturist in Cook County, trees which have
repairable injuries should be treated immediately so
that disease organisms and insects do not gain entrance
to the tree.

Remove all broken branches and limbs. Clean away
all splintered bark and wood leaving a smooth clean
wound and paint thoroughly with tree paint. Fizzell
cautions against using tar or roof coat which may
contain chemicals harmful to the tree.

Partly split trunks, crotches or limbs of small trees
can often be mended by restoring them to their original
position and fastening them there.

Trunks can be pulled together with through bolts.
First clean out splintered bark and wood. Drill holes
through the trunk at right angles to the split. Insert
bolts with laq~e washers at each end and tighten to pull

the split together. Cover the wound with antiseptic tree
paint.

Split crotches and limbs require use of long toggle
bolts or cables and turnbuckles. This can be a
complicated procedure and should be done by a
licensed arborist trained in these methods.

If the damage is such that you are considering the
work yourself, the U.S. Department of Agriculture can
send you an excellent bulletin on the subject entitled
"Pruning Shade Trees and Repairing Their Injuries".
Price is 10 cents from the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, Washington. Limited supplies are available
from county offices of the University of Illinois
Extension Service.

Keep in mind, says Fizzell, tree work can be
dangerous. Aside from the obvious hazard of falling
from a tree, tree limbs are extremely heavy. If you keep
in mind how much a little 4" fence post weighs, you can
imagine how heavy a 10" limb 20 feet long may be. Do
not try to remove large limbs unless they are properly
roped and tied.

Do not attempt to use a chain saw up in a tree unless
you have been properly trained to do so.

Before working on a damaged tree, make sure no
limbs are lying across power lines. If branches are in
contact with lines, call your power company. They have
crews trained to correct such situations.

Finally, do not attempt large scale repair work
yourself. If you are in doubt as to whether you can
handle the job, contact a local licensed commercial
arborist. These people use proven repair methods so
that the tree will have the best chance of survival, and
they have the equipment to do the job properly and
quickly.

Don't you become a casualty along with your tree.

WARNING
Stay away from trees during a storm when it is
lightning, we do not want to lose you. This picture was
taken at Glen Oak C.C. It is unbelievable what lightning
can do.


