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•
Ed Fischer, Midwest Pres., Butler National G.C.

PRESIDENT' MESSAGE
The snow has melted, the frost is out of the ground,

the equipment has been repaired and painted and our
crews are starting to filter in. Yes, it's Spring. It's time
for us to get out on the golf courses and to reflect on the
past winter season.
Winter is the time when we all get acquainted with

our families once again. It's Christmas before my
children call me "Dad" instead of "Mister". Winter is
also a time of planning for the next season by attending
seminars, meetings and the National Convention. It's a
time to sort out all the new information that we hear .
Some of us were looking for special answers and others
for anything of interest.
Now we are at the point between the seasons when

everyone is anxious to begin. Everything starts fresh
and new. There isn't a more beautiful time of year. The
blooming of flowers, the buds on the trees and bushes
mark the start of another season. I don't know of
another profession that has better surroundings to work
in.
Here's hoping we all have a successful season. See

you at the monthly meetings.

•
-- Ed Fischer

GAS IN WATER WELLS
Inasmuch as the start of the irrigation season is only

a month or two away it is again timely to remind those
superintendents who obtain their water supply from
wells that many wells in the Chicago .area give off
flammable gas, such as methane gas and hydrogen
sulfide gas. While hydrogen sulfide gas is readily
detected by its rotten egg odor, methane gas is
odorless, tasteless and colorless and where concentra-
tion is high enough may accumulate and mix with air to
form an explosion. The Bureau of Mines states that a
mixture of about 10% methane in a gas-air mixture will
support combustion.
If a pump house which houses a well has been closed

tight all winter the superintendent is advised to
thoroughly ventilate it before starting up any of the
electrical equipment, otherwise a spark might set off an
explosion.

•
-- Charles E. (Scotty) Stewart
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Used straight or mixed with
other elite bluegrasses, your
turf problems are all but sol-
ved. Highly disease and drought
resistant and it can be mowed
down to 112 inch ... ideal from
the tee to the green.

BENTGRASS SOD OR STOLONS
Penncross· Cohansey C·] . Toronto C·15

A~ailable as Sad, Sad Blend, SQd Plugs and Seed.

1Q~ TURF NURSERY, INC.

8400 West 111th. Street
Palos Hill, IL 60465 . Phone: 3121974.3000

C. E. DAUGHERTY CO.
1855 W. Stuart Ln.

Palatine, Illinois 60067
(312) 359-0602

Representing:

MITTS & MERRILL - Brush and Limb
Chipper

AQUASHADE INC. - Pond Beautifier

COURSIGNS INC:. - Golf Course Signs -
Trap Rakes - Litter
Receptacles

CARRON NET CO. INC. - Tennis Nets -
Wind Screens
- Dividers -
Straps &
Tapes

POLLARD BROS. - Work Benches -
Cahi nets, Barrell
Stands

LOFT -KELLOGG - Grass Seeds

.ort~-cEL- Paving Blocks

WHAT IS BENTONITE?

Bentonite is a clay formed of decomposed volcanic ash.
It is found in a natural state in the coast range of central
California and is mined by the open pit method.
Because of the particular properties of Bentonite, it is
especially suitable as a low cost sealant for ditches and
ponds. Bentonite is not harmful to plant or animal life
when properly applied.
Bentonite clay, because of its swelling characteristics

when wet, impedes the passage of water through
porous soils when properly applied. The amount of
Bentonite necessary to form an effective seal is
determined by pond or canal conditions. Usually from 1
to 3 pounds of material per square foot of wetted area
has proven adequate.
The Dry Pond Method of application of Bentonite is

completed by dividing the pond area into 10 foot
squares and place a 100 pound sack in each square. In
areas where the bed consists of loose sand, it is
advisable to use more Bentonite. You should spread the
material evenly, then mix by harrowing until Bentonite
is well blended with the soil. Compact with a smooth
roller.
The underwater method of application is used where

shallow, flat bottomed ponds of smaller size are
involved. Sealing can be effected without draining. To
accomplish this mix the material with water to form a
smooth, well dispersed slurry. Normal wave action will
mix the slurry into the clear water until the whole pond
becomes milky. The bentonite will eventually settle to
the bottom and the water will return to its clear state.
Pull a harrow over the bottom until the material is well
mixed into the bed material.
The Cut-Off-Wall Method is used in large reservoirs

where complete bottom sealing is un-economical. In
such cases as this a Grouting or Trenching method is
most feasible. Grouting is where a series of holes are
drilled along the seepage zone and bentonite slurry is
injected into them. Pressure forces the liquid to fill the
voids, forming a wall against the seeping water.
Trenching methods involve digging a trench along the
seepage lone. Bentonite is filled into the trench. This
filling prevents the sides of the trench from-caving in as
it builds a wall against the water. By back-filling the
trench with the excavated soil, a permanent mix of soil
and bentonite is formed.
The multiple Dam Method is accomplished after

stopping water and constructing dams of Bentonite at
regular intervals close enough so that water can be
ponded to the high-water line. As the first dam is
overtopped by the ponded water, break the dam rapidly
to make a slurry. Repeat this operation for each dam.
Try to keep the slurry ponded for as long as possible
behind each dam.

ILLINOIS LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION

202 W. Main, Box 10"49
St. Charles, Illinois 60174

(312) 584-5770
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Event: I.L.C.A. 's Annual Summer Field Day
Place: Chicago Horticultural Society Botanic Gardens,

. Glencoe, Illinois
Date: August 6,1980
The day wi II consist of demonstrations by the exhibi-
tors, a steak luncheon, annual horseshoe tournament
and the Scholarship auction. Tours of the Botanic
Garden will be run all day.



TURF EXPERTS.
DEMAND THE BEST

Todavs professional turf manager recognizes the value of
up-to-date turfgrass breeding and research. That's why so
many are upgrading their programs with Pickseed's lineup of
new, improved turf products.

Touchdown
Kentucky Bluegrass

~
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TURF-TYPE PERENNIAL RYEGRASS ~

Why not join them?

PIC~IEIEIQ)
PICKSEED WEST, Inc.
Box 888, Tangent, OR 97389 (503) 926-8886

MAKE THE MOWING SEASON A SAFE SEASON
Every year, millions of Americans turn to their power
mowers to tame the rapidly growing grass in their
yards.
But every year an estimated 50,000 people turn to
hospital emergency-room assistance because of power
mower related accidents.
Ordie Hogsett, University of Illinois Extension safety
specialist, says yards should be cleared of stones and
debris before you mow. The mower's discharge chute
can shoot out debris at speeds up to 170 miles per hour.

Hogsett also offers these suggestions:

• Do not fill the gasoline tank while the engine is
running or even when the machine is hot.

• Start power mowers outdoors or in a garage with
doors and windows open. Without proper ventilation,
there is danger of carbon monoxide poisoning.

• When starting the engine, stand away from the
mower and make sure the blade cannot make contact
with your feet.

• Push the "walk behind" mowers across slopes, not
up and down. This will keep the mower from sliding
back into your feet and will keep you from slipping and
falling into the mower. But if you use a "riding"
mower, go up and down slopes for better stability.

• Do not mow wet grass because it causes clogging.

• When unclogging the discharge chute, make sure
the engine is off. Disconnect the spark plug wire to
prevent the motor from accidently starting.

• If your power mower does not have a grass-catch-
ing bag, make sure it has a deflector plate to direct the
discharge toward the ground.

• Keep an eye out for children, especially when you
are making turns or putting a riding mower in reverse .

• Do not carry passengers.
• Before starting a riding mower, shift into neutral to
keep the machine from" lurching."

• Avoid walking in front of the discharge chute. It
may turn out to be as dangerous as strolling through a
firi ng range.

• Even if you leave your mower for a moment, stop
the engine. Curious children may investigate the
machine while you're gone.

-- Illinois Cooperative Extension Service

GOLF'S HARDEST SHOT - SOME OPINIONS
The hardest shot is a mashie at 90 yards from the green,
where the ball has to be played against an oak tree,
bounces back into a sandtrap, hits a stone, bounces on
the green and then rolls into the cup. That shot is so
difficult I have made it only once.

Zeppa Marks, 1923
I am still undecided as to which of these two is the
hardest shot in golf for me-any unconceded putt, or
the explosion shot off the first tee. Both have caused me
more strokes than I care to write about.

Ring Lardner, 1924
I am stumped when it comes to saying which is the
hardest shot in golf for me, but I know the easiest
one-the first shot at the 19th Hole.

•

W.C. Fields. 1925

PENNCROSS & TORONTO C-15 BENT SOD

d/
and

TORONTO C-15

BENTSTOLONS

• Pure to Strain
• Maintained at 1/4" mowing height

with "Greens KIng"
• Grown on Sandy Loam Soil
• Toronto C-15 Strain resistant to

leafspot

AL.SO FEATURING

• XL-100 Bluegrass Blend Sod

"For the Superintendent who
wants the best"
XL-100 is a blend of five bluegrass varieties
that were ranked superior in tests con-
ducted at maior Midwest Universities.
XL-100 is disease resistant. shade tolerant
(60%) and adaptable to close mowing.

H & E Sod Nursery, Inc.
3900 West 167th Street
Markham, Illinois 60426

312/596-7200
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with Banvel®4S
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HERBICIDES

The broad leaf weed 'specialists'
designed for professional turf programs.
Here's why BANVEL ® herbicides are the
professionals' choice for weed control:
• Used as directed Banvel will not harm trees,
ornamentals or turf-it just eliminates weeds.

• No season restrictions. Lay down Banvel from
early spring to late fall-all through the
growing season.

• Rain will not affect Banvel. It keeps on
working because it translocates-penetrates
leaves and is absorbed through roots to
attack every part of the weed.

• No special spraying equipment necessary. It
is easy to clean out of equipment after use.

• Mixes readily with hard or soft water.
• Easily stored through winter months without
losing potency.

Banvel herbicides-products
for professional turf men

oYelsicol
VElSICOl CHEMICAl CORPORATION
341 East Ohio Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611

©Velsicol Chemical Corporation, 1976

ARTHUR CLESEN INC.

Cleary Turf Chemicals

Country Club & Vertagreen
Fertilizers

Tu rfg rass Seed

Soil Conditioners - Bark - Mulches

IIEasy Markers" & Paints

543 Diens Drive

Wheeling, Illinois 60090 (312) 537-2177

ASPHAL T DRIVEWAYS - PARKING LOTS - ETC

"Golf Course Work e SpecIally"

lEMONT PAVING CO.

SAND & STONE

115th & Archer Ave (Rt 171) - Lemont, uunois

RAY MURPHY

COUNTRY CLUB
THE

BALANCED
FERTILIZER

·····a valuable csset-.-
in growing good turf

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
LEBANON CHEMICAL CORP.

P,O. Box 647 Danville, IL 61832

257·6701



Introducing Vf I The miracle worker.
Toto's new all solid state
electronic sprinkler
control system

• All solid state electronics

• Multiple sprinkler operation
• Multiple programs

• Control flexibility
at less cost

The miracle of modern electronics is more capability
at less cost. Call or write today.

ACTI-DIONE®
in your
Tees
Greens I ~Ione'
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These proven turf fungicides
help prevent or eradicate
Leafspot Dollarspot Melting-out
Fading-out Rust Brown Patch

Pink Patch Powdery Mildew
Distributed by

Chicago Toro Turf Irrigation Inc.
TURF PRODUCTS LTD.

Don Maske, Agri-Chemical Sales Specialist
Phone: 815/838-8164

Cllic~a!E~~lne.
911 Hilltop Drive
itasca. Illinois 60143
(312) 773-5555

TEMPERING WELL WATER
A mistaken idea held by some is that well water,

owing to its low temperature, will chill the turf when
discharged directly through a sprinkler and consider-
able sums of money have been needlessly expended on
the construction of "tempering ponds" to hold and
warm the well water before it is used for irrigating.

In the Chicago area we have three main sources of
well water and the temperature of the water delivered
from them at ground level is as follows:-

(1) Where the well is about 400 feet In depth the water
is obtained from the crevices in the Niagaran lime-
stone and is produced at 53 degrees F. temper-
ature.

(2) Where the well is about 800 feet in depth the water
is obtained from the St. Peter Sandstone forma-
tion and is produced at 56 degrees F. temperature.

(3) Where the well is about 1500 feet in depth the water
is obtained from the Galesville Sandstone forma-
tion and is produced at 59 degrees F. temperature.

It will be noted that the water temperature increases
in relation to the depth of the well.
Regardless of any of the above mentioned water

temperatures it will be found that when discharged and
broken up through a sprinkler into rain-like droplets
that these droplets in falling through the air will even
themselves up to air temperature before reaching the
ground. Even high temperature water under like
conditions will give up its heat in falling through the air
and also reach the ground at approximately air
temperature.

--Charles E. (Scotty) Stewart
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ENGINEERED RAIN

iTurfTopics-

NEW LARGER QUARTERS!

announces the grand
opening of its new Sales office
and Warehouse at:

1115 Republic Drive
Addison, IL 60101
(312) 543-5330

These new larger facilities will
enable us to better serve your
total irrigation needs. We will
be stocking a full line of
irrigation products and access-
ories; Buckner, Nelson, Moody,
Royal Coach & Cornell Plus Many
other great names.
Come in and meet our salesmen
Jim Flannigan and Greg Deegan,
if you have not already had
contact with them.
Spring specials will be available
during our Grand Opening.
Hope to be serving you soon!

Write or call direct

~l~£D
ENGINEERED RAIN

Sprinker Irrigation Supply Co.
A division of A. J. Miller Inc.

Chicago Sales Office/Warehouse
1115 Republic Dr., Addison, IL60101

Phone (312) 543-5330

TUCO AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS PUBLISHES
MANAGEMENT REPORT ON LAWN CARE

A new management report on lawn care, including
suggestions on control of insect and fungi pests, has
been published by TUCO Agricultural Chemicals,
Division of The Upjohn Company.
The report offers information in insect and fungi

control and ways to identify these pests. It also includes
management suggestions for lawn care people on main-
taining proper soil pH levels for healthy lawns and the
need to control thatch buildup in order to get maximum
benefit from insecticides.
TUCO Agricultural Chemicals produces Proxol 80

SP, an effective insecticide for control of armyworms,
sod webworms, cutworms and larval populations of
various beetle species.

LETTER FROM CARL H. SCHWARTZKOPF
March 24,1980

Dear Mr. Meyer:
I received my membership certificate as an honorary

member in your association, and I greatly appreciate
your bestowing that status upon me. Your kindness and
thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated, and I look
forward to continuing to cooperate with the members of
the Midwest Association of Golf Course Superinten-
dents in your goals and ambitions of providing the
finest turfgrass quality and playing conditions for the
players in this part of the country.

Sincerely,
Carl H. Schwartzkopf

GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION SALES CO.
Div. of Halloran & Yauch, Inc.
2040 Leh igh Ave., Glenview, 111.60025

Distributors of:
"AQUA DIAL" - Sprinklers & Valves

"MOODY" - Sprinklers, Valves & Controllers

CUSTOM PUMP HOUSE CONSTRUCTION
AND REMODELING!

IRRIGATION INSTALLATION & REMODELING!

GOLF COURSE DRAJNAGE SYSTEMS!

Call Us For Your Golf

Course Irrigation Needs!

312 · 729··1625



Schroeder's Nursery, Inc.
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TREES-EVERGREENS-SHRUBS
Specializing in large Caliper shade trees and Ornamentals.

We also offer complete installation service.

Arthur E. Schroeder
Richard A. Schroeder

Don Virgens
GRAYSLAKE, ILL.

Rt. 1 - Box 34-W
Nursery on Rt. 60 between Rtes. 12 (Volo) and 83 (Ivanhoe)

TELEPHONE: (312) 546-9444

Nels J. Johnson, Tree Experts, Inc.
SINCE 1930

Nels J. Johnson, Sr.
Nels J. Johnson, Jr. Karl G. Johnson

Complete, economical tree service for Private Estates,
Parks, Municipalities, Golf Courses, Cemeteries,

Schools, Industrial Areas.

All phases of Arboriculture, Diagnosing, Pruning, Treating,
Transplanting, Fertilization, Hydraulic and Mist Spraying.
Removals. Stump Routing. Municipal Forestry. Chemotherapy
for elms, and other trees.

• FULL Y INSURED •
Graduate -- Licensed Arborists

MAIN OFFICE - 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, Illinois 60202
Phones: GReenleaf 5-1877 - GR 5-5255

Hinsdale, Illinois - FA 5-0970

KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS
• Does Great in Sun Or 60% Shade
• Excellent Disease Resistance to Powdery Mildew - Stripe
Smut - Lealspot - Rust

• Quick Recovery - Fast Germinating

-Adetphi • Low Growing-
Tolerates Close

'KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS Mowing
• Greens Up Earlier in Spring - Stays Green Longer In Fall
• Great Resistance To DiseaseI N • Performs Great In

Hot, Humid AreasFINE LEAF PERENNIAL RYEGRASS
• Improved Mowing Qualities
• Blends Well Wtih All Other Grasses

FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION AND
TEST RESULTS WRITE TO:

VAUGHAN'S
5300Katrine Avenue,DownersGrove, illinois 60515,(312)969-6300
WAREHOUSES LOCATED IN:
Bound Brook, New'Jersey • Landover, Maryland • Ovid and

11 Grand Ledge, Michigan • Spokane, Washington-----------------'

2 N 255 County Farm Rd. West Chicago, III. 60185
Phone 668-5537

- -BOJO TURF SUPPLY CO.

R R 1, Box 52
Peotone, III.
312-258-3485

BoJo
ALL MAJOR TURF SUPPLIES

• PAR-EX
• Vertagreen
• Du Pont
• Diamond Shamrock
• Sand Blasters
• Cyclones
• Fore Par

TURF
SUPPLY CO.

- -



USSVertagreen
A product
for all reasons

~

Vertagreen

• Uniform particles that flow
smoothly and spread evenly.

• 480/0 of the nitrogen in
slow release form.

• Uniform balance of secondary
and micronutrients also in slow

release form - Ca. Mg, S', S,
Cu, Fe, Mn and Zn.

• All potash derived from sulfate
of potash. Lower salt index

makes it far less likely to burn.

@ Agri-Chemicals
Division of United States Steel
P.O. Box 1685
Atlanta, Georgia 30301



The C.D.G.A. Green Seminar held at Butterfield
C.C. on March 27 had an attendance of 310.
They had a very interesting and educational pro-

gram. The speakers did an excellent job on the topics
selected for them.
We all should be very thankful to the Butterfield C.C.

for the privilege of holding this yearly event at this
beautiful club. The food and service along with the
facilities makes it outstanding.

SPEAKERS AT C.D.G.A. SEMINAR

Bruce Sering

Dudley Smith

Carl Hopphan

Dr. Jim Watson

.~
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Edward Fischer

David Amory

Robert A. Van Nest


