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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
I would like to take the time this month to ask all of
our membership to consider the possibility of writing
an article for our Bull Sheet. I know the first thing you
will say is that you are not a writer, well neither am I
but by coming up with these few paragraphs each
month, I now realize what Ray Gerber goes through
each month putting the paper together. If you take the
time to think of things that happen to you or on your
course, it's not hard to come up with a few paragraphs
that would be interesting or informative to our
readers. We all take too many things for granted as
ordinary, when in reality they would be interesting to
many.
If you think back the reason for the formation of our
association is to gather and share information in
regard to the maintenance and care of golf and turf
grass areas. Our Bull Sheet has been a leader in this
field for many years. This is due to the efforts of our
many members and through your help 'this will
continue. It only takes a few minutes to jot down
something that happens on a project that you are
doing or going to do. In what I have said already, I do
not want to eliminate any of our members. I am sure
our associate members have some interesting experi-
ences to relate also. Also, some of our salesmen, who
are on the road all the time, run into many interesting
situations.
It would be a great help to our editor if he had several
articles sitting on his desk at all times to be used as
needed. It's a credit to our association to have a man
like Ray Gerber putting our paper together every
month. I know what he must go through to place all
the ads and complete the necessary extra writing to fill
the paper every month. I would like to take the time to
congratulate Rayon the fine job he is doing. Again,
we are not looking for a literary genius, just some
interesting facts you would like to share with your
fellow members. We would appreciate hearing from
any or all of you.

•

Joe Grenko

•NATIONAL CHEMSEARCH CORP.
222 South Central Ave.

St. Louis, Missouri 63105



DOM GROTTI HONORED
Biography of Dominic Grotti:
Dom grew up in Terre Haute, Indiana where he
worked in the coal mines. At age 18 he decided there
must be a better way of life so he moved to the
Chicago area and got his first introduction to golf as a
greensman at the Chevy Chase Golf Club in Wheeling.
This was 51 years ago, back in 1927.
Dom's next move was to Sunset Ridge where he
became the assistant Superintendent in 1933. By 1942
Dom took over the position of head Superintendent
where he still continues to display his expertise and
artistry as a truly great leader of his profession.
When Dom is asked when he intends to retire, he
states that he hasn't given it much thought as he is
perfectly content doing what he likes best, being out
on the course every day. However, he is currently
training his nephew as his eventual replacement.
As Dom looks back upon his career, he recalls several
highlights. For instance, his total budget was $14,600
when he started in 1942. Compare that to present days
expenses of over $200,000. He recalls the rewarding
experience of Sunset Ridge hosting the Western Open
Tournament in 1972. Dom is mighty proud of the fact
that the club honored him by the naming of Lake
Dominic which many of us encountered today as we
played the twelfth hole.
In spite of his long hours required as a superinten-
dent, he has also found time to a good family man. He
and his good wife Betty have two children and they
both love to talk about their six grandchildren.
Dom, on behalf of the membership of the Midwest
Golf Course Superintendents Association, we present
you with this plaque as a token of our appreciation for
your lifelong contribution to gOlf.-Congratuations.
The presentation was made by Carl Hopphan and Bob
Williams. Dom felt very proud. The audience reponse
was terrific.
Also acknowledged Emil Eiser who retired May 1st as
Superintendent of Shore Acres C.C. after 40 years of
service.

Nels J. Johnson, Tree Experts, Inc.
SINCE 1930

Complete, economical tree service for Priv?te Estates,
Parks, Municipalities, Golf Courses, Cemeteries, Schools,
Industrial Areas.

All phases of Arboriculture, Diagnosing, Pr~ning, Treat-
ing, Transplanting, Fertilization, Hydra~l~c and Mist
Spraying, Removals, Stump, Routing, Municipal Forestry.

-FULL Y INSURED-

Licensed under the Illinois tree expert act. Nels J.
Johnson, Sr., Joel Johnson, Jr., and Karl Johnson.

MAIN OFFICE: 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, Illinois
Phones: GReenleaf 5-1877 - GR 5-5255

Hinsdale, Illinois - FA 5-0970

FOR SALE
1 - Cyclone Electric Powered Spreader for Rear or
Front Mount - Brand New with Extension Hopper,

$85.00
1 - 5 Gang Light Duty Reel Mowers, Good Condition -
Could Pull with a Truckster or Garden Tractor

$200.00
1 - 8,000 BTU Air Conditioner (110V - Casement),
Good Condition - Perfect for your Office $115.00
Contact: Tim Miles at Sugar Creek Golf Course, 500 E.
Van Buren, Villa Park. Phone: 312-834-3325.

C. E. DAUGHERTY CO.
1855 W. Stuart Ln.

Palatine, Illinois 60067
(312) 359-0602

Representing:

MITTS & MERRILL - Brush and Limb
Chipper

AQUASHADE INC. - Pond Beautifier

COURSIGNS INC. - Golf Course Signs -
Trap Rakes - Litter
Receptacles

CARRON NET CO. INC. - Tennis Nets -
Wind Screens
- Dividers -
Straps &
Tapes

POLLARD BROS. - Work Benches -
Cabi nets I Barrell
Stands

LOFT -KELLOGG - Grass Seeds

GRASS-CEL - Paving Blocks

BROOKSIDE SOIL TESTING
and

IRRIGATION WATER ANALYSIS

includes complete report, and recommendations for
producing quality turf on golf courses.

ADVANT AGES:
• Improve the environment of the grasses and

eliminate turf diseases
• Decrease the money spent on pesticides
• Reduce thatch and eliminate fairway renovation
• Less money needed for high cost fertilizer
• Healthy turf attracts more golfers and increases

income

Contact:
V. J. Zolman

2618 Harvey Avenue
Berwyn, Illinois 60402

Phone: (312) - 788-4565



What do we mean by
Turf Management Vehicle ... ?

Hahn Tournament II Triplex

When you have finished mowing your greens ... In less
than a minute, you can change the Greens Cutting heads
for the Verti-Cut Units to remove thatch and grain ...
Or attach the Vibra-Spiker heads and achieve deep spik-
ing penetration without excessive weight, and eliminate
the back-breaking ordeal of "summer-aerification" ...
Or attach the heavy-duty Utility Units which are ideal for
approach and tee mowing, or they can be adjusted down
for greensmowing after top dressing.

Have you really had a demonstration of the Hahn?
Call your Davis salesman!

No frills.
Just performance and durability.

NATIONAL

84 Inch•rpex
ower

TRANSPORT CLUTCH

FOOT BRAKE
lloel'.d RIght SIde)

A functionally designed
commercial mower. It is built to
operate continuously eight
hours a day right through the
season. Servicing is simple.
The engine comes off with four
bolts; the tires, the clutches
and all other adjustments are
readily accessible. It's a natural
for hill work with the widest
track and lowest center of
gravity of any of the Triplex
mowers. The unit is geared so
that the engine will operate at
one half to three quarters
throttle to give long engine life.

10 HP BRIGGS.
STRATTON OR
12HP KOHLER

/
POWER DRIVEN
FREE FLOATING 30"
CUTTING UNIT
8" DIAMETER

/
TIMKEN ROLLER
REEl8EARlNGS
REEL ADJUSTS
TO BED KNIFE

/
FULL PNEUMAT rc

400.8 TIRES

Call your Davis salesman!

George A. Davis, Inc.
5440 NORTHWEST HIGHWAY, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60630.312-763-6363



Schroeder's Nursery, Inc.
TREES-EVERGREENS-SHRUBS

Specializing in large Caliper shade trees and Ornamentals.
We also offer complete installation service.

TELEPHONE: (312) 546-9444

Arthur E. Schroeder
Richard A. Schroeder

Don Vir'gens
GRAYSLAKE, ILL.

Rt.l - Box 34-W
Nursery on Rt. 60 between Rtes. 12 (Volo) and 83 (Ivanhoe)

Hi Ray;
Spring is nearing summer but it's nice to reflect on

it's beauty.
"SPRINGTIME REFLECTIONS"

How I love the Springtime,
When the Buds pop,

like popcorn on the fire.
And I love the green grass,

That in the warm sun,
grows higher and higher.

Yes, I love the springtime,
When all of Nature thrives again,

and eases all of Winter's pain.
I find I always marvel,

At what goes on in Nature's game.
Sure I love this repeated story,

Of Nature blooming forth in glory.
How it helps my heart to sing,

What a regeneration comes with Spring.
Superintendently,

Kenneth R. Zanzig
Supt. - Old Oak C.C.

FOR THE FINEST IN SOD

THORNTON'S TURF NURSERY
312 - 742-5030

Rt. 2 Box 72 Elgin, III.

Area Code 312
658-5303

620 Webster St.
Algonquin. III.

60102

PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.

8'"1 uJuu" fOM HIMl-
C~GIe ctJ4t11f ~

We sell an air dried, uniform and
free flowing top dressing.

ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

HUMUS - BLACK SOIL

HENRY FRENZER

ILLINOIS LAWN EQUIPME T, I c.
SALES, SERVICE AND PARTS HEADQUARTERS fOR

JACOBSEN and CUSHMAN
14750 La Grange Road - Orland Park, Illinois 60462

TELEPHONE: (312) 349-8484

(800) 942-8610
Illinois Wats

(800) 323-7042
Indiana-Michigan Wats



EDITORIAL

THE MYSTERIOUS WINTER OF 'n
It is obvious that what many Superintendents

thought was going to be a good spring for our greens
turned out to be a disaster for many of us. Over the
past several weeks I've discussed the situation of Poa
winter kill with several Superintendents and after
visual inspection I have come up with the following
conclusions.

First of all 'and most noticeable is the fact that those
who aerified their greens this past fall had the most
damage. Especially, where the aerification holes were
not closed up. Those who aerified immediately after
Labor Day with smaller tines, then topdressed,
fertilized and left their greens a little hairy going into
the winter didn't seem to suffer as badly. The courses
with no fall aerification on greens came out the best.
Poa greens that were on sand topdressing programs
faired the worst. Traffic areas on and off sections of a
particular green also seemed hit worse. Courses with
more play than others seemed to have more problems.
Greens in hard to grow areas, with little air movement
and heavy traffic were damaged more than others.

Upon taking over at Skokie in mid-January one of
the first observations I undertook was to shovel snow
off of some greens to check for an ice layer. Indeed
that is exactly what I found, a very thin coat on many
greens and not only in low lying areas.
Synopsis:

The summer of 77 was a bad one probably one of
the worst. With all of the heat and rain in mid-summer
to many of us the only re-course was to aerify greens
in the fall. The poa was weak, those that utilized a
sand topdressing program where fall poa germination
is limited had many weakened plants going into the
winter. Green areas where traffic is heaviest also had
restricted roots unable to withstand the ice immedi-
ately under the surface level. Those who aerified and
didn't have the holes close up as fast as anticipated
suffered when the greens became saturated with rains
in late fall followed by heavy wet snows which froze in
the unfrosted aerification holes. Some of us who
probably made the last cut on greens a little too late
especially on small heavily trafficked greens also
suffered. Maybe we learned a lesson from this past
winter. Our business is like a card game, sometimes
we have to make the "wrong move" at the right time!

John Berarducci
Skokie Country Club

FOX CHASE
LANDSCAPING, LTD.

Downers Grove, Illinois 60515
OFFICE 312/393-1199

• TRENCHING • TREE REMOVAL
• IRRIGATIO • GRADING

Robert Siebert

ARTHUR CLESEN INC.

Cleary Turf Chemicals

Country Club & Vertagreen
Fertilizers

Turfgrass Seed

Soil Conditioners - Bark - Mulches

"Easy Markers" & Paints

611 So. Wolf Road

Wheeling, Illinois (312) 537-2177

ASPHAL T DAIVEWAYS - PAAKING LOTS - ETC

"Golf Course wor« a Specialty"

L E M 0 NT PA V IN G CO.

SAND & STONE

1151h & Archer Ave (At 171) - Lemont, rumors

AA Y MUAPHY 257.6701

PBENN,CROSS& TOR0H,.'~ C·15 BENT SOD

TORONTOC-15

BENTSTOLONS

• Pure to Strain
• Maintained at 1/4" mowing height

with "Greens KIng"
• Grown on Sandy Loam 5011
• Toronto C-15Strain resistant to

leafspot

ALSOFfA TURING

• XL-100 Bluegrass Blend Sod

IIFor the Superintendent who
wants the bestII
XL-1oo Is a blend of five bluegrass varieties
that were ranked superior In tests con-
ducted at malor Midwest Universities.
XL-100 Is disease resistant, shade tolerant
(60%) and adaptable to close mowing.

H & E Sod Nursery, Inc.
3900 West 167th Street
Markham, Illinois 60426

3121596-7200



NEW FROM TORO!

Light weight (52 Ibs.)
makes it easy to
maneuver and less
tiring to push

5 position handle
for maximum operator
comfort and reduced
fatigue

Steel wear plates on
quick height of cut
adjustment

Steel wheels with greaseable
ball bearings

21" Heavy Duty 2 Cycle

Remote air cleaner standard

5 quart fuel tank

A I~ng life 2 cycle
engme with industrial
grade components

Rugged 21"
Whirlwind@ deck

Protective front bumper

For additional information and/or demonstration
contact: chicago

taro
turf-irrigation. inc.

312-773-5555



GOLFERS HAVEN •• provides low cost
Iightening and weather protection for your
golfers. Lightening rod is bonded to alum.
frame and grounded at four corners - UIL
and ~ightening Protection Inst. approved.

Give your golfers a safe shel ter in a storm.

Golfers Haven comes with Jalousie or solid
acryl i c plasti c si des - 10 times stronger
than glass.

Stop by our office and see unit all set up.

~~~
ENGINEERED RAIN

Sprinkler Irrigation Supply Co. A division of A.J. Miller Inc.
1316 No. Campbell Rd. Royal Oak,Mi. 48067 Phone (313) 398·2233

ChicagoSalesOfficelWarehouse
1738 Armitage Court, Addison, III. 60101 (313) 629·7730

The good old
summertime is

not vacation time
for fungi

Heavy play plus unchecked
fungal activity can spell dis-
aster. Use Acti-dione Thiram
weekly to control brown
patch, dollarspot, melting-
out, fading-out, leafspot, rust
and powdery mildew. Call us
now for help in planning sum-
mer disease control.

• HELPS YOU BUILD HEALTHY TURF
Distributed by

Chicago Toro Turf Irrigation Inc.
TURF PRODUCTS LTD.

Don Maske, Agri·Chemical Sales Specialist
Phone: 815/838-8164

MY FACE IS RED.
I am truly sorry if my hasty weather prediction in the
Chicago Tribune for the best spring and summer ever
on our golf courses (due to the heavy winter snow)
caused you unnecessary worry and sorrow. The
climate to date has been just the opposite to my rosy
predication and °1'd better get out of the weather
business before somebody puts a bounty on my head.
In the past years when I used the news media and my
many connections to give news to our golfers of our
hardships with pythium, ataenius beetle and scorching
summers many of you called me and commended me
on my swift action of educating golfers through the
use of newspapers on how rough things can get for us
during the golfing season. You are just as right now to
censure me when I have done the opposite and got the
golfers on your backs. But please believe me it was
unintentional. You see, this year I thought just for
once I would be optimistic and say that things are
going to be great and wonderful for 1978, enough bad
news for a change I thought. You all know how
expensive golf is getting to be especially at private
clubs and Washington is now trying to make it even
tougher to belong to a country club. So I thought a
little optimism wouldn't hurt for a change. Well it did.
I handled it wrong and I am extremely sorry if I have
caused you, my fellow superintendents, any grief.

Very sincerely yours,
Paul N. Voykin



Editor
MIDWEST BREEZES

Our May 8th meeting was held at Woodridge C.C. 88
members enjoyed a wonderful steak dinner and
excellent service, and 33 played golf under threatening
clouds. Our host Superintendent, Tony Meyer, took
charge and made the day a most enjoyable one.

Our Monday, June 12 meeting will be held at.Old Elm
Club. Ft. Sheridan, III. AI Bertucci, Supenntendent
will be our host. No guest will be permitted so bring
your 1978 membership card with you.

MAGCS annual dinner dance will be held on Saturday,
November 18, 1978at Indian Lakes C.C.

The turfgrass on golf courses in the Chicago ~rea did
not fare too well this spring, with the exception of a
small percentage. I guess some people have more luck
than others. As of this writing, the weather has been
cold and certainly not the growing conditions that one
needs to get that poa annua started. The old statement
is "Bring back the Poa and all is forgiven". This
sometimes takes place twice a year, spring and Augu~t
in the Chicago area. Patience is required and that IS

something many of us do not have.

With this issue the Bull Sheet will have a birthday, our
32nd with the same printer "Ever-Redi" - an
excel'lent record. There have been several editors
during these many years. The Bull Sheet started with
two mimeographed pages and now has grown to
twenty printed pages. This could never. have been
possible without our advertisers. For this we thank
them. Yours truly thanks all those that have contri-
buted articles for publication during my six years as
editor. This kind of cooperation is responsible for the
Bull Sheet's success. Let me remind you to remember
our advertisers when getting ready to make a
purchase.

A SHORT WAY TO ESTIMATE
YOUR SAND TRAPS NEEDS

• Sand eight 96 Ibs. per cubic foot
• One ton of sand 22 cubic feet
• One ton of sand will cover 66 square feet at depth of

4 inches, or 44 square feet at depth of 6 inches
• Average sand trap will use 5-8 tons of trap sand at 4

inches to 6 inches depth .
• Formula to determine amount of sand required

length x width x depth divided by 2000 Ibs.
Credit: The Gateway Green

SMILE
A smile costs nothing, but it gives much. It enriches

those who receive, without making poorer those who
give. It takes but a moment but the memory of it
sometimes lasts forever. None is so rich or mighty that
he can get along without it, and none is so poor but he
can be made rich by it. A smile creates happiness in
the home, fosters good will in business and is the
countersign of friendship. It brings rest to the. weary,
cheer to the discouraged, sunshine to the sad and it is
nature's best antidote for trouble. Yet it cannot be
bought, begged, borrowed, or stolen, for it is some-
thing that is of no value to anyone until it is given
away. Some people are too tired to give you a
smile-give them one of yours, as none needs a smile
as he who has no more to give. Author Unknown

CHECK LIST FOR
HOST SUPERINTENDENTS

If you have chosen to be a host for an IGCSA monthly
meeting, here is a list of what will be expected of you
regarding your meeting.
The host in general should:

-be available to guests from 1 hour prior to the first
tee time until the meeting is adjourned.
-not plan to play golf so that he may coordinate
activities.
-arrange and be responsible for the collection of all
funds due to the club ie; golf, dinner, etc.

The host should arrange with the Golf Professional:
-meeti ng date
-time of golfers arrival and how many to expect
-availability of golf cars or caddys
-registration of players
-collection of fees for tournament and golf cars
-collect for and distribute dinner tickets and advise
manager
-handle tournament and prizes to be awarded.

The host should arrange with the Clubhouse Manager:
-meeting date
-price of dinner including tax and tip
-availability of lunch and method of payment
-number expected for dinner and meeting
-provide seating with head table for officers (3),
speaker(1), host superintendent, and his guests
-provide audio-visual equipment if necessary
-availability of showers, lockers, and shower sup-
plies.

The host should arrange with the IGCSA:
-provide an information sheet to the newsletter
editor by the 10th of the month prior to the meeting.
This information should include: names, dates,
location, directions, prices, menus, times, facilities
available, and anything else important to your
meeting.
-provide a one or more page article about your
course describing any features, problems, etc. that
you wish to call to the attention of your fellow
Superintendents. This should also be sent to the
newsletter Editor by the 10th of the month prior to
your meeting.
-Stay in contact with IGCSA chairman and officers
as necessary to insure a good meeting.

It is the wish of all involved to have an enjoyable and
informative day while attending your meeting. Your
pre-planning and cooperation will go a long way in
achieving this goal.

Thank you,
IGCSA Special Committee

Credit· Indiana Golf Course Supts. Assn.



Dear Dave:
Thank you for much for Honorary Membership for
1978 in the Midwest Association of Golf Course
Superi ntendents.
Over the years it has been my great pleasure to be
associated with MAGCS and many area superinten-
dents. I sincerely hope to attend several functions and
will continue with our efforts to maintain the fine
relationship between the Golf Course Superintendents
and the CDGA.

Sincerely,
Donald F. Johnson, President

Dear Dave:
It. is always a pleasure to be remembered by old
fnends and to know that fond memories linger on. The
honorary membership is something which I have
treasured over the years and this year's renewal has
made me very proud to be affiliated with such a fine
group of golf course superintendents.
There is a distinct possibility that Dora and I will
va~ation in Crystal Lake, Illinois this summer and if
this comes about, I will make every effort to attend the
Midwest Association's monthly meeting--wherever it
may be.
Once again, many thanks for the honorary member-
ship.

Sincerely,
Paul M. Alexander, Ph.D.

Staff Agronomist - Porter Brothers, Inc.

Dear Dave:
I want to take this opportunity to thank you and the

Board of Directors of MAGCS for my continued
affiliation as an honorary member of the Midwest
Association. I greatly appreciate this honor and hope
that I will be able to reciprocate for this honor in the
future.

Incidently your brother and I spent a couple of days
together in Tucson recently, and I thoroughly enjoyed
it. It is always a great pleasure to get to visit with Bill
and to keep up with his various endeavors. And, I
hope that your father's health is greatly improving and
that he is back out on the course giving it all that he
has.

The golf courses, in general, came through in our
Region in great shape. In parts of the region there
were some serious snow mold problems; however
desiccation, which is a real bear in this country, stayed
away from our door, and activities on the golf courses
have been hot and heavy for more than a month.

I am sure that we are all glad to see another season
come and with the U.S. Open at Cherry Hills and
several other major tournaments in the Region we are
all looking forward to a busy year. Dave, please thank
the various people who were responsible for my
continuation as an honorary member with your group.

Yours sincerely,
Jack D. Butler, ProfeSSor
Colorado State University


