WATER OR BLUEGRASS

Many of the touring golf professionals don’t like to
play their game on bluegrass fairways. Too many fliers,
so they say. Hard to control the ball. | say, a box of
triple bogies to you, sir. There are times when
conditions on bentgrass fairways are not always
perfect, either. Hitting a shot into the grain certainly
will give different results than hitting a shot with the
grain. When one hears the touring pro’s complain
about unsatisfactory playing conditions on bluegrass
turf, the average golfers, the ones that really support
the game and make it possible to balance the
maintenance budget, hear these critical remarks and
are ready to condemn the turfgrass on their course.

My purpose of writing this is not to criticize the golfer
who has a problem with his score on the golf course, but
to call to the attention of golfers the serious problem
that we may be faced with in the near future-a shortage
of water. As the population continues to increase and
industrial markets increase to support a larger popula-
tion, ground water levels have already receded
significantly. It should be obvious to everyone that
water levels will not increase in future years. A steady
decline is inevitable. When the time comes that there is
not enough water to satisfy everyone, you can be sure
that golf course fairways will have a low priority. Golf
courses in areas of California, Florida, and New York
are at this time receiving water by allocation only.

Those of us who understand the growing habits of
the grass plant know that one of the requirements of
bent and poa annua is a relatively large amount of
water. Without sufficient water the plant will die. This
is not true with the bluegrass strain of grass. It will turn
off color during periods of drought. One can get good
lies on off color turf, normally better than on green lush
turfgrass. During certain periods Kentucky bluegrass
turf may look to be completely dead. However, after a
good rain it is back to its original condition.

| remember years ago when the top touring golfers
were Bobby Jones, Walter Hagen, Byron Nelson, Ben
Hogan, Harry Cooper, and others. They won many
tournaments on bluegrass fairways with scores compar-
able to those that you see today and using equipment
that was technically inferior to today’s golf clubs.

Therefore, golf courses should not be too hasty to
change their bluegrass turf to bentgrass. There could
be a time coming when fairway irrigation will be
prohibited. Let us not be swayed by statements made
by those who are only interested in their own financial
benefit.

Ray Gerber-Editor

Nels J. Johnson, Tree Experts, Inc.
SINCE 1930
Complete, economical tree service for Private Estates,
Parks, Municipalities, Goll Courses, Cemeteries, Schools,
Industrial Areas.

All phases of Arboriculture, Diagnosing, Pruning, Treat-
ing, Transplanting, Fertilization, Hydraulic and Mist
Spraying, Removals, Stump, Routing, Municipal Forestry.
—FULLY INSURED—
Licensed under the lllinois tree expert act. Nels J.
Johnson, Sr., Joel Johnson, Jr., and Karl Johnson,
MAIN OFFICE: 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, lllinois

Phones: GReenleal 5-1B77 — GR 5-5255
Hinsdale, Illinois — FA 5-0970
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All water insoluble nitrogen (W.I.N.) fertilizers are not alike
Some are activated by soil bacteria. Others by temperature
But IBDU (31-0-0) and PAR EX fertilizer mixes with IBDU are
activated very siowly by soil moisture. Nitrogen is released at
a controlled, even rate thalt can't be hurried by high
temperatures or excessive moisture

It's important on high maintenance turfgrass to contral the
level of nitrogen feeding. Excessive bursts of nitrogen can be a
greater problem than a nilrogen deficiency

Custom formulated to exacting specifications of the profes-
sional turfgrass manager, IBOU and PAR EX fertilizer mixes
with IBDU provide a controlled level of nitrogen nutrition that
stimulates root growth, shoot density, rich green color and
improves overall plant hardiness.

Let water insoluble IBDU (31-0-0) and PAR EX fertilizer mixes
with IBDU perform tor your turf. Alter all, performance is the
name of the game.

SUPPLIERS

Paarlberg Chemicals Co.
South Holland

Turf Products Ltd.
West Chicago

Olsen Distributing Co.
Barrington

312/474-3086
312/668-5537

312/381-9333

Turf Management Supply Co.
Rockton 815/624-7578

Swift Rep. - Kenneth L. Quandt 312/541-8492
352 Marion Ct. - Wheeling, IL 60090




THE WAY IT WAS
by Bill Stupple

This article might be better entitled ‘‘Some High-
lights of 35 Years of Trials and Tribulations as a
Greenkeeper''.

The whole story started when | went to work on the
course at Exmoor Country Club in the spring of 1924,
That is, | went to work on a regular basis. In fact, | had
worked on the course as far back as 1917 digging weeds
out of the greens. Women had been employed on this
job, but the ones they had at Exmoor must have been
pretty hot stuff because the workmen got to fighting
over them and the girls had to be fired and caddies
were hired to do the weeding. As | remember we got 25
cents an hour for a 9 hour day 5 days a week and
caddied on Saturday and Sunday. Not bad for a 14 year
old kid in those days. | later worked as a locker room
boy and also as assistant caddie master, working on the
course in the off season, early spring, late fall and even
during the winters.

After 4 years and some months | became the
greenkeeper and then my troubles began. | was
informed one morning that the job was mine. There was
no mention of salary or any kind of a contract. During
said 4 years my salary had increased from $125.00 per
month to $175.00 per month. We were paid once a
month for many years. When my first pay day as the
boss rolled around | found that my pay was still the
same as before. So | went to the Green Chairman and
said'‘See here now, since | am the greenkeeper | have a
lot of responsibilities and | think | should have more
money’'. He said,*‘l think you are right, Bill'’ and the
next paycheck was for $200.00.

| was originally hired as a ‘‘mechanic’’, there being
two motors on the course, a Worthington tractor with a
Model T Ford motor and a big electric motor in the
shop. | will say that | went to night school to learn about
auto mechanics. However, there was other machinery
to take care of, like a 5-gang Worthington fairway
mower, a Townsend Glorious triplex horse drawn, 5
putting green mowers, hand of course, one 5 foot
sickle bar, one tee mower, assorted hand mowers and
assorted cutting tools like scythes, sickles, sod cutters,
etc., and three horses.

This discourse is probably boring to the young
superintendent, but there is more to follow in future
issues if the Editor O.K.'s it.

PROMPT TREATMENT CAN SAVE
STORM-DAMAGED TREES

If storms cause any extensive damage to trees in
your yard, prompt treatment could save them.

Some trees are so severely damaged that removal
is the only solution.

Other trees which have repairable injuries should
be treated immediately so that disease organisms and
insects do not gain entrance to the tree.

Remove all broken branches and limbs and clean
away all splintered bark and wood leaving a smooth
clean wound. Paint wounds if you so desire.

Partly split trunks, crotches or limbs can often be
mended by restoring them to their original position
and fastening them there.

Split trunks can be pulled together with through
bolts. First, clean out splintered bark and wood. Drill
holes through the trunk at right angle to the split.
Insert bolts with large washers at each end and
tighten to pull the split together.

Split crotches and limbs require use of long toggle
bolts or cables and turnbuckles. This can be a
complicated procedure and may best be done by a
licensed arborist trained in these methods.

Tree work can be dangerous. Aside from the
obvious hazard of falling from a tree, tree limbs are
extremely heavy. Do not try to remove large limbs
unless they are properly roped and tied.

Do not attempt to use a chain saw in a tree unless
you have been properly trained to do so.

Before working on a damaged tree, make sure no
limbs are lying across power lines. If branches are in
contact with lines, call your power company. They
have crews trained to correct such situations.

Finally, do not attempt large scale repair work
yourself. If you are in doubt as to whether you can
handle the job, contact a local licensed commercial
arborist. These people use proven repair methods so
that the tree will have the best chance of survival,
and they have the equipment to do the job properly
and quickly.

Don’t you become a casualty along with your tree.

ROSEMAN

2620 CRAWFORD AVE. 864-1842
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS

TURF EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS

ROSEMAN GANG MOWERS
TILLER RAKES

LELY SPREADERS
SEEDERS

ROTO TILLERS

HOMELITE CHAIN SAWS

SALES @ SRRVICE ©

FORD TRACTORS
DEDOES AERIFIER
LOADERS

LEAF MULCHERS
ROTARY MOWERS
HOMELITE PUMPS

PARTS @  RENTALS

BOJO TURF SUPPLY CO.

ALL MAJOR TURF SUPPUES

PAR-EX
TURF

Vertagreen
Du Pont
SUPPLY CO.

Diamond Shamrock
Sand Blasters
Cyclones

Fore Par

RR 1, Box 52
Peotone, III.

312-258-3485




C. E. DAUGHERTY CO.
1855 W. Stuart Ln.
Palatine, Illinois 60067
(312) 359-0602

Representing:

MITTS & MERRILL — Brush and Limb
Chipper

AQUASHADE INC. — Pond Beautifier

COURSIGNS INC. — Golf Course Signs -
Trap Rakes - Litter
Receptacles

CARRON NET CO. INC. — Tennis Nets -
Wind Screens
- Dividers -
Straps &
Tapes

POLLARD BROS. — Work Benches
Cabinets, Barrell
Stands

LOFT-KELLOGG — Grass Seeds

GRASS-CEL — Paving Blocks
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COUNIRY CLUB

PROFESSIONAL TURF PRODUCTS

How to stop diseases, kill weeds
and make your job easier... all
with one company... W.A.Cleary
Fungicides Herbicides
3336 Turf Fungicide MCPP

Bromosan « Spectro MCPP Plus 2.4-D
Cleary's Granular Turf Methar 30

Spot F:“n’;:::; 10% AEARIS S D
—— ( ) AMA (Super Methar)

Caddy +« Cad-Trete
————— Specialties
:Clear Spray - Tank Cleaner - Ball Washer

+ All Wet

* Tru-Green: Grass-Greenzit - Defoamer

P.0. Box 10 Somerset, N.J. 08873 ®(201)247-8000

LEBANON

GIVE YOU MORE!

Full Weight (High Density) for easy, fast,
full width spread.

A Complete Feeding in every granule of
needed turf-grass nutrients.

A Balanced Fertilizer Ratio with no inert
fillers.

Available only through a network of
trained distributors, thus assuring you of
lower sales costs, meaning greater value
to you,

For More Information, Contact:

Frank Ross
(312) 323-8633




Fall

Fairway
Fertilizer

USS Vertagreen
Fall Fairway Fertilizer...
We’ll help winterize
your fair

WGYS'

Hit the fairways this fall with
an application of this great
new USS Vertagreen fertilizer
and you're on your way to fewer
turf problems next spring.

This quality product is ideal for
fall fairway fertilization because
it has a high potash analysis
..and that means less winter
kill.

A soil test in the late summer
or early fall will determine if

TEADEmAnE

your fairways lack this vital
nutrient. If they do, USS Verta-
green Fall Fairway Fertilizer

is the answer because it's
formulated with primary nutri-
ents specifically for your area.
See your USS Vertagreen
distributor and he'll show you
how to winterize your fairways
this fall. Next spring you'll

be glad you did.

Agri-Chemicals

Division of United States Steel

P.O. Box 1685, Atlanta, Ga. 30301




Don'’t blame your Northrup King man
if he wants to play your fairways, after
you revitalize them with Overseeder 1I.

Overseeder |l quickly develops into the kind of Your Northrup King man will know if Overseeder Il
turf that makes tees and fairways irresistible to any is the right prescription for your course and your
golfer. it area. If it isn't, he can recommend the

It's easy to understand what you get out of
Overseeder || when you know what goes into
it: a blend of Parade and Adelphi Kentucky
Bluegrasses and Eton and Pennfine
fine-leafed perennial ryegrasses. Combining
all the advantages of these varieties,
Overseeder |l transforms sparse,
patchy areas into dense turf
that holds up under i
even the heaviest =)
weekend traffic.

appropriate overseeding formula, custom-

blended by Northrup King to solve your
particular problem.

Contact your Northrup King representa-

tive or distributor. He'll gladly come out for

a consultation. And once he gets finished

with your course, don’t be surprised

if he turns up again —with his golf shoes

and clubs.

P
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NORTHRUP KING CO.

BOX 953 « MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55440
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When you talk irrigation.
talk tous. ..

we’re the
answer people

An engineering staff
to consult with you
on irrigation systems design

& specifications,
and budget estimates.

The largest
selection & stock
in the midwest:

PIPES & FITTINGS:
PVC # Sewer & Drain (Corr.)
Polyethylene ® Galvanized
Copper ® Aluminum

Pressure Reg. Valves ® Elec. Valves
Pressure & Flow Switches
Controllers

PUMPS & PUMPING STATIONS

EXCLUSIVE FRANCHISED DISTRIBUTOR

RaN I BIRD.
enturu;

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS

341 Lively Blvd.

Elk Grove Vill., lll. 60007
(312) 640-6660
31691 Dequindre
Madison Hts., Ml 48071
(313) 588-2990

A GOLFER’S BIBLE

1. "*A ball rolling or lying near a bunker or sand trap
may be played if the player feels he is in need of
practice. If a player elects to practice, no strokes other
than the first one made in the bunker shall be counted
against said player. Should the ball fail to emerge after
the first stroke, the faulty design of the bunker is
deemed amply demonstrated and the skill of the player
should not be penalized for a defect in construction over
which he has no control...”’

2. ‘A ball striking a tree while in flight shall be
deemed not to have struck a tree unless the player
making the stroke declares that it was deliberately
aimed for. In this case, play shall cease momentarily
while his partners congratulate him on his marksman-
ship. But if the player attests in good faith that it was in
no sense his intention to strike the tree, then it is
obviously a piece of bad luck that has no place in a
scientific game. No penalty shall accrue to the player,
who is therefore permitted to estimate the distance his
ball would have traveled and to play the ball from that
position...... i

3. ""There is no such thing as a lost ball. The ball is
somewhere on the course and will be picked up
eventually and pocketed by someone other than the
owner, thus becoming not a lost but a stolen ball. A
player suffering a stolen ball shall be entitled to cries of
sympathy from his fellow players who shall crowd
around him, importuning him not to compound the
felony by charging himself with the loss of stroke.
Upon returning to the clubhouse, the player shall apply
to the professional for restitution of the stolen article
since that worthy official always has a large supply of
golf balls on hand....."

4. "'In arriving at a judgement whether or not ground
is under repair, for the purpose of lifting a ball
unpleasantly situated without penalty, the player shall
toss a coin. If it falls, the ground may be deemed under
repair..... o

5. ''A putted ball that rims the cup and stays out shall
be deemed to have dropped, since the occurence shall
be contrary to the laws of gravitation which supercedes
the laws of golf. The same rule shall be inforce for balls
that pass over the hole and stay out, since it is a well
known fact that any object attempting to maintain its
position in the atmosphere without something to
support it, must drop!!!"’

Reprint:Builders Exchange Bulletin

NATIONAL CHEMSEARCH CORP.

222 South Central Ave.
St. Louis, Missouri 63105




1977 WORLD SERIES.
YANKEE STADIUM.
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When the best met
to decide the winner,
there was no deciding about
what kind of turf they were to play on.

THE WINNER WAS ALHEADY CHOSEN.

It was.. ( \ p
KENTUCKY ® BLUEGRASS

(U.S. Plant Patent No. 3150)

FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT:

W \/aughan'
v, A
5300 Katrine Avenue, Downers Grove, lllinots 60515 312-969-6300




GREEN CHAIRMAN MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Canterbury CC green chairman, Mr. George Dawson,
addressed the Northern Ohio GSCAA at the annual
green chairman meeting at Youngstown CC giving his
views on a green chairman's responsibilities as it
relates to the superintendent.

Gentlemen:

It is with some trepidation that | address you. You
superintendents in the audience have spent a lifetime
dealing with green chairmen--and | have only 3 years
trying to give Burdick a little couth. Therefore, | am
going to speak randomly about several items that are
important to me.

Within certain given limitations wherever you find a
well-conditioned golf course you're going to find a good
golf course superintendent. But that does not mean that
you're going to find a good green chairman. So part of
these remarks should cover the care and feeding of
green chairmen.

| doubt if many of you realize that Bill Burdick has a
PhD in psychology. When | first became green
chairman, Bill was nervous and uptight about getting a
tired old man of my years and demeanor in a position
where | could perhaps make decisions. He got quite
ill... and as a result of the illness he became deaf.
Whenever | asked him to modify a green or change a
trap or even mow the rough lower, he couldn't hear me.
Whenever | talked to him about pension benefits,
bonuses, salary increases, or nymphomaniacs, his
hearing improved remarkably. It is incredibly impor-
tant for green superintendents to turn a deaf ear to the
suggestions of transient green chairmen whose only
knowledge of agronomy is what they gathered from a
Thoreau novel in their prepubic period.

Another point that | would make is that green
superintendents cannot win with everyone, although
after watching your performance last month at the
Brown Derby Motel, you certainly have a better batting
average with barmaids than most...You were told in
agronomy school that working in a country club
atmosphereis going to be at best difficult and at worst
impossible. So when you hire on to a club where all
members have a vote, you are in deep..... You know
that all clubs have at least one member who doesn’t like
the job you're doing or the height of the rough or
something, and he is going to constantly agitate to the
president or the green chairman about having you fired
or at least change your habits. When you get a new
chairman it is important for you to communicate with
him as to who these people are so that he can be on
guard as soon as he takes on the assignment. At the
risk of being sacrilegious, if Christ had been a green
superintendent, four of his disciples would have written
to God complaining about his qualifications. Therefore,
the green chairman’s job is primarily one of being a foil
or buffer for you. | frankly think that is his most
important job.

In a magazine called Golfdom, | was quoted as saying
that somehow a green chairman has to be precluded
from building a monument to his tenure. The green
superintendent’s job is to forestall that monument
unless it has some tremendous value. In that same
article in Golfdom magazine a year or so ago, Peter
Miller said: ‘*It’s an advantage to not have a chairman.
| think | can better plan the direction the course is
taking. Long-range plans can be developed’'. | don't
mean this to be a debate between Peter and me, but
boards of directors of private clubs take their respons-

ibilities very seriously, | agree with Peter that their
disinclination to make long-range plans works as a
detriment to the operation of the golf gourse. However,
there is no way that a board of directors is going to turn
$100,000 to $300,000 over to a green superintendent
without having to be responsible for the monies
expended on behalf of the golf course. Whether or not
the green chairman is competent or capable of
monitoring these monies, the conscience of the rest of
the board of directors is relieved of apprehension about
the use of the monies. Thus | don't think that there will
be a near-term change at most clubs about the
reporting structure of green superintendent to green
chairman to board. Club presidents change almost
every year. Each board is reluctant to plan past their
tenure and few are willing to commit funds from the
coffers of future boards.

| had hoped to entitle this speech, '‘The Future of
Green Chairmen and Green Superintendents’’. Unfor-
tunately my crystal ball is no better than anyone else’s.
However, as a personal thought, if golf courses as we
know them today are to continue, costs must be cut
astronomically. Let me quote a few numbers: In 1967
the dues in the clubs on the east side of Cleveland were
about $55.00 per month. Today they are $125.00 a
month. For the same period of time, the buying power
of the dollar has declined 48 percent. Thus you can see
in real terms that clubs have increased their relative
costs over 25 percent faster than inflation. There are
lots of ways to reduce overhead. From my point of view
the first place to start would be in the kitchen during
the winter months but | will not get into that in any
great detail because that is outside our area of
influence. However, a general manager of a club, can
and should integrate long-range plans for food service
with house and course maintenance. Those of you who
are not General Manager or aspire thereto will want to
look at all three factors projected ahead for ten years.

A second aspect for cost-cutting consideration is the
golf course maintenance and capital equipment. Much
of your equipment is maximized daily or weekly at any
golf club but some of it could be used on two, three or
four courses. Similarly, as the state of the art increases.
compensation to qualified green superintendents has to
increase commensurately. It may be that clubs will not
be able to afford one. It may be that a green
superintendent as we know him today will be gone.

With all the chemicals, licensing, and OSHA
restrictions, etc., the superintendent may have to
service two or three clubs in order: One, to enjoy the
income which his degree of skill deserves, and two,
make it possible for golfing to continue among people
who are not filthy rich. This may, as Peter Miller
discussed briefly last month require outside services,
independent contractors. It may also require that golf
courses not be kept as immaculate as they are today.
Perhaps we will return to the golf links concept where
certain aspects of the golf course were left wild,
untended, as in Scotland. Golf courses are now
competitive. Each vies with each other to have every
blade of grass at uniform height, every tree trimmed,
and every tee exactly horizontal in all directions. It may
be necessary for people to relinquish some of that
uniformity and esthetics for practical reasons. We may
all end up with triplexed mowed greens, narrower
fairways, shorter courses. | really don't think many
clubs can stand the increase in costs based on the
current curves.

With further incursions by IRS into corporate
expense accounts, country clubs will have to rely on
after-tax dollars. | tried to estimate the actual number




of members a Canterbury that are being financed
completely or in part by expense accounts. | couldn’t
do it reliably. But my guess is that over half of the
resident members expense a high percentage of their
cost. Since green superintendents form the basic
continuity of clubs--it might be advantageous for them
to lead in the investigation of Contract Maintenance.
Obviously if a superintendent contracts for 2 or 3 or 4
courses, there will be fewer jobs. And this is not the
GCSAA is committed to. It will take a lot of courage to
render yourselves out of a job. It will take courage to
become independent contractors and give up the
seniority and fringe benefits that clubs are now
sponsoring. But | think the problem is real!

Let’s come back to realities, the maintenance of the
golf course requires only about 15 to 25 percent of the
cash flow of the country club. But the golf course is the
basic reason for the club. Therefore, if the superinten-
dents and the chairmen can be in the vanguard of
cutting costs and being more efficient the clubs will
survive.

The GSCAA has been a leader in talking about
potential problems--last month’s discussion of the place
of Unions was very illuminating. Bill Rice's remarks
were germane. Peter Miller's confessions were super.
You didn't drive all the way to this delightful club to
have some half-drunk, short haired green chairman tell
you that you picked the wrong career. Hopefully | am
not saying that! What | am trying to say is that through
GSCAA you have a group of young, well educated
professional people. That you are the only group that
has a continuous relationship with golf courses. That
the path for the future of these golf courses lies largely
in your hands.

Waiting for the club presidents and chairmen to
anticipate the future is wrong. They are only interested
in living this year out because there will be another
president to argue about the dues structure next year.
Golf course costs are insidious. Those of you who
represent golf courses instead of country clubs know
how efficient you can be right now. What | am asking is
that you look ahead ten years and anticipate the
changes.

These remarks are mine. They do not reflect the
thinking of Bill Burdick, the Board, members of
Canterbury, or my wife.

Reprint from NORTHERN OHIO GOLF COURSE
SUPERINTENDENTS

SUPPORT YOUR
ADVERTISERS

CHICAGO AREA NO. 1 FOR MOST COURSES

A recent report by the National Golf Foundtion
shows the Chicago area has more courses (249) than
anywhere else in the world. Philadelphia is second at
176 followed by Detroit (158), Boston (156), Los
Angeles-Long Beach (134), New York (129), Minnea-
polis-St. Paul (126), and Riverside-San Bernardino
(122).

Los Angeles leads in estimated rounds played per
year at 7.5 million with Chicago right behind at 7.2
million. If the Midwest's climate permitted year-round
play, Chicago could be far in front in that category,
too.

VIPE OUT
A o
with Banvel 4S
& Banvel+2, 4D

HERBICIDES

The broadleaf weed ‘specialists’
designed for professional turf programs.

Here's why BANVEL® herbicides are the

professionals’ choice for weed control:

® Used as directed Banvel will not harm trees,
ornamentals or turf—it just eliminates weeds,

® No season restrictions. Lay down Banvel from
early spring to late fall—all through the
growing season.

® Rain will not affect Banvel. It keeps on
working because it translocates—penetrates
leaves and is absorbed through roots to
attack every part of the weed.

® No special spraying equipment necessary. It
is easy to clean out of equipment after use.

® Mixes readily with hard or soft water.

® Easily stored through winter months without
losing potency.

Banvel herbicides—products
-

for professional turf men

oVelsicol

VELSICOL CHEMICAL CORPORATION
341 East Ohio Street
Chicago, lllinois 60611

©Velsicol Chemical Corporation, 1976
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