
USGA Comparison Chart of green speeds con-
sidered to be in regular membership play condi-
tion, as follows:

USGA GREEN SPEED TEST
COMPARISON TABLE

(Regular Membership Play)

FAST 8' 6"
MEDIUM-FAST 7' 6"
MEDIUM 6' 6"
MEDIUM-SLOW 5' 6"
SLOW 4' 6"

A provisional table has also been developed
for courses in tournament condition. This chart
may require revision at some future date as the
data used to develop it is limited and insufficient
to be considered totally reliable. However, this is
being printed for general information purposes.

USGA GREEN SPEED TEST
COMPARISON TABLE

(Tournament Conditions)

FAST
MEDIUM-FAST
MEDIUM
MEDIUM-SLOW
SLOW

10' 6"
9' 6"
8' 6"
7' 6"
6' 6"

The reason for the differences in the two
tables is that fast greens are considered to be a
better test of one's skills and in general eliminate
some of the many variables one experiences on a
putting surface. However, to consistently main-
tain a green in championship or tournament play
conditions is an extremely time-consuming and
costly project. One would therefore not expect to
find greens on a particular course to be in tourna-
ment shape throughout the season.

It should be clearly emphasized that this in-
strument and test procedure is not for use by the
golfer, but purely to be used by the course super-
intendent to assist him in maintaining consistency
among the greens on his course and provide him
with numerical data against which to compare and
measure his greens. The Speedstick is your speedo-

meter! With it, you can set your green speed at any
level that your membership desires.

The by-products of having an instrument to
measure a green condition may be very far-
reaching. Seasonal changes may be observed and
the effects of various management programs can
be measured. This may also provide an early
warning system as to a potential problem arising
on a particular green. This continual monitoring
may be of great assistance to USGA Green Section
agronomists who visit the course.

An obvious benefit from the use of this in-
strument and accurate record keeping would be
in assisting the green superintendent or green
committee in their choice of hole location. A hole
should be placed in such a position that no matter
where the golfer is putting from, assuming con-
tinuous putting surface between himself and the
hole, it should be possible to stop the ball within
approximately two feet of the hole. Thus a hole
location which presented a fair challenge when
the green speed was approximately six and one
half feet may quite possibly be a very bad position
when the green speed is eight or nine feet. assum-
ing. as an example, this position to be on or at the
bottom of a sloping portion of the green.

Faster greens are generally truer greens. How-
ever, maximum speed should not be the ultimate
goal of the course supenntendent if to obtain this
speed one forfeits consistency among greens on the
course. Putting, in itself, is a challenge, it doesn't
need the element of su rprise: the surprise of being
presented with a lightning fast green immediately
after coming off one which required a bold stroke
to reach the hole. It is considered that medium to
fast greens which are consistent around the course
is indicative of the course's condition and attention
given by the individuals responsible for its care.

The eight USGA Green Section Agronomists
will continue their speed tests throughout 1977.
Their total survey for regular and tournament
conditions for the two years will be reported in
the spring of 1978.

The author and Green Section Staff would like
to extend their thanks and appreciation to USGA's
Technical Director Frank Thomas and to all golf
course superintendents and green committee chair-
men at USGA Member Clubs who participated in
the 1976 tests and development of this program.



USSTournamen Plus 19·5·9.
We'll help put the green
back in your fairways!

A ~:;_

• •

If you're looking down yellow
or off color fairways, take a walk
on them with your local USS
Vertagreen distributor as soon
as possible. He'll show you how
USS Tournament Plus 19-5-9 can
be the answer to your problems.
This great product developed
especially for fairways, will re-
lease 48% of its nitrogen content
in a sustained, uniform manner
because of the urea-formaldehyde

content. And that deep, dark
green color will come from the
sulfate of potash.

It also contains guaranteed
amounts of secondary and micro-
nutrients as well as chelated iron
for uniform growth. USS Tourna-
ment Plus is another reason we
say "see the best, for the best"
- and that's your local Vertagreen
distributor. He'll put the green
back in your fairways.

Agri-Chemicals
Division of United States Steel
P.O. Box 1685, Atlanta, Ga. 30301TRAO£""'AA"



IT'S BACK TO PLAYING THE BALL
WHERE IT LIES FOR TOUR GOLFER

New York Times News Service

• Harrison - Play it where it lies - a basic tenet of the
grand old game of golf - has not been a basic tenet of
the Professional Golfers Association in recent years.
But it soon will be again.

White chalk lines have been generously used to
mark out areas from where the best shotmakers in the
world get a free lift to improve their chances at making
an even better shot. Golf purists criticize such
"ground under repair" lines as ruining their favorite
sport. Ben Hogan used to complain that' 'the cardinal
sin of golf was when the first white line was put down
on a course".

The PGA has taken steps to cut down the overuse of
white chalk lines, particularly outside of the fairways.
In a notice to professional golfers when they arrived
for the Westchester Classic early last week, the PGA
declared its new, stronger policy:

"Effective at Westchester, and thereafter, the white
lining of ground under repair will be confined to areas
in the fairway.

"Certain areas of ground which are actually in a
state of repair, or construction, trenching, and newly
sodded areas may occasionally be marked as ground
under repair outside the limits of the fairway.

"This policy is in keeping with our desire to reward
good shots and to be consistent in course markings.
We wish to return to the basic rule of golf, which is to
play the ball as it lies.

"Our future goal, as course conditions continue to
improve, is to eliminate white lines altogether."

Keep your water
hazards the w~~
you designed them.
Stop erosion and rodent burrows
with Foster steel sheet piling.
Foster sheet piling, in stream and hazard banks, stops
destructive rodent burrows, halts costly soil erosion
and simplifies maintenance.
For more information on Foster sheet piling, contact
your nearest L. B. Foster office, listed in the
Yellow Pages under "Piling."

L.B.FOSTER
COMPANY

Jack Nicklaus, the best shotmaker of them all over
the last 15 years, said, "Golf was never a fair game,
and it wasn't meant to be. The white lines have been
carried too far. I like this new policy.

"But you must remember, we play many courses at
times in the year when they are not in their best
condition. But golf must be played on a piece of
ground. No two inches of ground are alike."

Nicklaus is not only the premier golfer of his time,
he is also extremely aware of golf rules so that he can
help himself wherever possible. Yet, if any man can
escape from "jail" on a golf course, Nicklaus has the
trouble shots to do it.

"We grew up without those white lines when we
learned to play golf", Nicklaus said. "The average
player never sees a chalk line outside of a fairway on
his own course. It's the way to play golf."

Pete Sesso, a PGA official responsible for pin
placements and line markings, said, "The idea is not
to help the guy who hits a bad shot. Besides, you see
great, dramatic golf when the guys hit as it lies.
There's nothing greater than to see a man in an
impossible shot, you think, and then you hear the
swish of the club through tree or bush limbs, see dirt
and gravel fly up and the ball come out of it all
straight for the pin. That's golf as it should be
played."

Sesso said, "These golfers, why they can hit
anything. So why should they be given relief when
they hit a bad shot?"

Sessosaid, "There are two basic rules of golf - play
the course as it is and the ball as it lies. Since we
handed out this directive there has not been a word of
complaint. I'm inclined to believe the players like it."

Nicklaus said, "You don't see many white lines, if
any, at the United States and British Opens. You see a
lot less white chalk lines in Great Britian than here."

Credit - Hudson Valley Foreground.

Research has placed ,rr
BenSun (A·34) Kentucky ~),;--" ~)
Bluegrass in a class by itself! ~

RATED FIRST FOR WEAR TOLERANCE 'iJi~\
RATED FIRST FOR SHADE TOLERANCE UJ I
RATED HIGH IN DISEASE RESISTANCE til

BenSun (A·34) Kentucky bluegrass was '- f
the only bluegrass, out of 18 rested. to ~
receive an excellent rating. for wear toter-

~~~~U~~dg~~f a C~~~,~~ u~~~rsl,~:td;~~ ,l J

turfgrass research BenSun (A·34) IS also
raled flrsl for shade tolerance (up 10 65%)
and near the top In disease resistance

It grows vigorously In shade. sun, cool
and warm climates, high and low altitudes,
poor SOil and even sand

Wrlle for more detailed mtormauon, a
list 0' golf courses now uSing BenSun
(A·34j and the research ratings referred
to above

Penncross Benlgrass available as sod
C-l and C-15 available as sod and Stolons

8en5 ..- KENTUCKY
~.._ (A·34) BLUEGRASS

Available as Sod, Sod Plugs and Seed

'kI~ / 8400 West l11th Street
Palos Park illinoIs 60464

TURF NURSERY, INC. Phone 3121974·3000
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If you currently own and
operate one of the other Fish
Line Trimmers - Try ours
and you will really notice
a big difference!
Buy a Model 3000 and use the
engine on other attachments
which are shown.
Call us for a
demonstration today,
you WILL be surprised.

CHICAGO TORO
TURF-IRRIGATION INC.

731 District Dr.
Itasca, Illinois 60143

(312) 773-2110

MODEL 3400
Hedge Trimmer

Brush Blade saw Blade
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JOHN JACKMAN, HOST SUPERINTENDENT

25th ANNUAL TURF CLINIC
November 30, 1977 - Medinah Country Club

Knowledge Through Testing
Moderator - Carl Schwartzkopf

USGA
9-:15 Thatch Development Dr. AI Turgeon

- U. of I.
10:00 Dutch Elm Disease Control ... Wolfgang Mueller

Supt. - Onwentsia Club
10:20 New Fungicide Combinations ..... Danny Wyatt

Asst. Supt. - Westermoreland C.C.
10:40 Break
11 :00 PBCB - 26019 Test Bruce Williams

Asst. Supt. - Bob O'Link
11 :20 Cold Weather Pythium Dr. Saladini

E. I. DuPont De Nemours & Co.
12:00 Lunch
Moderator Dr. John Street

U. of I.

1 :15 Motivation Larry Aniballi
President - Jr. Chamber of Commerce

2:00 Techniques in controlling Poa-annua
during this seasons heat Mike Mass

Supt. - Bryn Mawr C.C.
2:20 Treating greens with no

air circulation Jim Johns
Supt. - Northmoor C.C.

2:40 Crew Organization Tim Kelly
Supt. - Village Links C.C.

3:00 Break
3:20 Problems with Oaks Dick Schroeder

Schroeder's Nursery, Inc.
3:40 Turf Insect Problems and Controls Panel
4:00 Converting Bluegrass fairways

to Bentgrass Pete Leuzinger
Supt. - St. Charles C.C.

4:20 A Successful New Concept in Fairway
Turf Renovation -- using Perennial
Ryegrass to Improve Turf Quality ... Paul Voykin

Greenkeeper - Briarwood C.C.
4:40 Summary & Close Dr. John Street

U. of I.

Banquet Speaker - Bob Parson, Chicago Bears

2 N 255 County Farm Rd. West Chicago, III. 60185

Phone 668-5537

Schroeder's Nursery, Inc.,
~!,
L~

TREES-EVERGREENS-SHRUBS
Specializing in large Caliper shade trees and Ornamentals.

We also offer complete installation service.

TELEPHONE: (312) 546-9444

Arthur E. Schroeder
Richard A. Schroeder

Don Virgens
GRAYSLAKE, ILL.

Rt.l - Box 34-W
Nursery on Rt. 60 between Rtes. 12 (Volo) and 83 (Ivanhoe)



The following pictures were taken during
the annual golf tournament at Calumet
C.C.

Birds of the same feathers flock together, so they say.
The above picture is proof of this statement. The golf
course supts. in the picture represent 496 years and all
are able to be active. I. to r. - Walter Fuchs, Sr., Ben
Kronn, Domenic Grotti, Ray Gerber, C. A. Petersen,
Frank Dinelli, Robert Williams.

SUPPORT YOUR
ADVERTISERS

A gar;1eof cards is always in order when these seniors
get together. I. to r. - Kronn, Grotti, Petersen [who
keeps them honest[, Dinelli, Williams.

You guessed it - the same seniors on the golf course.
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- -BOJO TURF S.UPPLY CO.
ALL MAJOR TURF SUPPLIES

• PAR-EXBaja • Vertagreen
• Du Pont
• Diamond Shamrock£. Sand Blasters
• _Cyclones
• Fore Par

, '<

TURF
SUPPLY CO.

R R 1, Box 52
Peotone, III.
312-258-3485- -

ROSEMAN
2620 eRA WFORD AVE. 864-1842

EV ANSTON, ILLINOIS

TURF EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS

ROSEMAN GANG MOWERS

TILLER RAKES

LELY SPREADERS

SEEDERS

ROTO TILLERS

HOMELITE CHAIN SAWS

FORO TRACTO~S

DEDOES AERIFIER

LOADERS

LEAF MULCHERS

ROT ARY MOWERS

HOMELITE PUMPS

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • RENTALS

I

with Banver 4S
& Banvel~2. 4D

HERBICIDES

The broad leaf weed 'specialists'
designed for professional turf programs.
Here's why BANVEL® herbicides are the
professionals' choice for weed control:
• Used as directed Banvel will not harm trees,

ornamentals or turf-it just eliminates weeds.
• No season restrictions. Lay down Banvel from

early spring to late fall-all through the
growing season.

• Rain will not affect Banvel. It keeps on
working because it translocates-penetrates
leaves and is absorbed through roots to
attack every part of the weed.

• No special spraying equipment necessary. It
is easy to clean out of equipment after use.

• Mixes readily with hard or soft water.
• Easily stored through winter months without

losing potency.
Banvel herbicides-products
for professional turf men

VELSICOL CHEMICAL CORPORATION
341 East Ohio Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611

©Velslcol Chemical Corporation, 1976



Don Gerber, supt. at Chicago G.C. says good
equipment buildings are essential. The above pictures
are proof of his statement.

Snow time
is no time

to start thinking
about SNOW MOLD

Cold weather and snow cover
before the ground is frozen
are ideal conditions for Snow
Mold. Apply Acti-dione
Thiram late fall before the first
snow cover and during winter
thaws to fight .fungi. See us
today for help in winter dis-
ease control.

AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL SALES REPRESENTATIVE

HOME, 924 PUTNAM DRIVE, LOCKPORT, ILLINOIS 804.11
8IS/838-818.

FALL HOUSE CLEANING
USED EQUIPMENT SALE

Come see the Merchandise
[no phone calls]

No Reasonable Offer Refused.

1971 Olds Delta 88, 4 dr. sedan, clean as
a whistle

1973 Ford 3/4 T Pickup, 6 cyl. stick
1958 Ford F600 Dumptruck, 5 cu. yd. box
Royer Shredder, Model 16, P.T.O.
Friend 200 gal. Sprayer, Model NX,

cypress tank
(2) Toro Superpro, 5 gang mowers
(2) Lely Fert Spreaders, Model 2500,

P.T.O.
1970 Yazoo YR60 Rotary mower
1972 Locke Triplex, 70" w. reverse
Ferguson Tractor with mounted

51" roto ti IIer
(6) copies - "A Perfect Lawn the Easy

Way"

(2) Coca Cola Dispensors (10 oz. bottles)
Mall (2 man) chainsaw, 48" bar
McCullough CP70 chainsaw, 24" bar
Sandtrap rake for International or

John Deere
Ryan Greensaire, Model A3, 1964
75 Nelson 60A Quick Coupler valves
West Point Verticut, 1967
Aurora Centrifugal Pump: complete with

8" suction line & footvalve,
6" gate valve and 6" check valve
on discharge

50 h.p. U.S. Electric motor

Contact:
Dudley Smith
Silver Lake Golf Club



• Completel
That's our coverage and our products

Country Club Turf Products
COUNTRY CLUB fertilizers are balanced to meet

the total needs of growing grass. And our
pest control products will solve your

every problem. Precision sizing makes
spreading fast and distribution even.

COUNTRY CLUB products are designed for
the professional and sold by your local
distributor. Try them - you'll know it's

truly the COMPLETE PRODUCT LINE
Sold by:

Frank Ross
(312) 323-8633

• FOR THE FINEST IN SOD

THORNTON'S TURF NURSERY
312 - 742-5030

Rt. 2 Box 72 Elgin, III.

Nels J. Johnson, Tree Experts, Inc.
SINCE 1930

Complete, economical tree service for Private Estates, Parks,
Municipalities, Golf Courses Cemeteries, Schools, Industrial
Areln.

All phases of Arborioolture, Diagnosing, Pruning, Treating,
Transplanting, Fertilization, Hydraulic and Mist Spraying,
Removals, Stump, Routing, Municipal Forestry.

- FULLY INSURED-
GRADUATE FORESTERS • LICENSED ARBORISTS

MAIN OFFICE: 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, Illinois
Phones: GR eenleat 5-1877 - GR 5-5255

Hinsdale, Illinois - FA 5-<>970

NATIONAL CHEMSEARCH CORP.
222 South Central Ave.

St. Louis, Missouri 63105

ILLINOIS LAWN EQUIPMENT, INC.
SALES, SERVICE AND PARTS HEADQUARTERS fOR

JACOBSEN and CUSHMAN
14750 La Grange Road - Orland Park, Illinois 60462

TELEPHONE: (312) 349-8484

(800) 942-8610
Illinois Wats

(800) 323-7042
Indiana-Michigan Wats


