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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
I would tlke to take time to thank everyone for their

confidence in electing me to this office. It is a privilege
and honor to serve as President of the MAGCS. The
Board of Directors and myself will work to continue
the high standards and traditions of this Association.

To get back to the subject at hand, this season has
been one of unexpected events, becoming a day to day
occurence. With one of the coldest winters in many
years to begin and one of the latest springs, add to
this a dryer than normal year. The year Is past,
though, and it's time to sit back and look at the
decisions we have made and second guess all that
went wrong. Along this line is our Turf Clinic to be
held at Medina Country Club the end of November,
and In December the Illinois Turf will be meeting. This
should give all of us a chance to talk to our member
superintendents and exchange ideas.

It is astounding the amount of information that can
be obtained and absorbed at these meetings, and If
not from the speakers, just from associate superinten-
dents. After talking to other superintendents, you can
relate your problems with theirs whether the same or
different, and gain valuable knowledge. In looking to
the future for a more successful organization a thought
comes to mind. It is not what you should do, but
maybe what you should not do.

•
Joseph Grenko

THE POINSETTIA
Clinging to this colorful and most popular Christmas

plant is also a very sacred legend.
The early inhabitants of Mexico tell most earnestly

that in Cuernvaca, Mexico, it was the custom for every
church and chapel to have a manger in which lay an
image of the Infant Savior.

On Christmas Eve the Village folk flocked into these
places to decorate them In His honor with flowers.

On one Christmas Eve, in the outer district of
Cuernvaca, a small dark eyed child grieved and
mourned because she had no flowers to take to the
manger of the Christ. But, as she cried, a beautiful
angel appeared before her and said, "Lovely child,
weep no more. Go pluck a weed from the roadside,
bring it to the altar, and walt." The little girl arose
and did as the angel had told her, and when she had
placed her weed on the altar it immediately became a
vivid scarlet whorl. And today the Mexicans will tell
you that is the reason why the poinsettia is today the
most prized of all Mexican flowers for Christmastide.

•



PENNCROSS & TORONTO C·15 BENT SOD

Y
' and

TORONTOC-15

BENTSTOLONS

• Pure to Strain
• Maintained at 1/4" mowing height

with II'GreensKIng"
... Grown on Sandy Loam 5011
• Toronto C-15Strain resistant to

leafspot

ALSO FEATURING

• XL-l00 Bluegrass Blend Sod

"For the Superintendent who
wants the best"
XL-l00 Is a blend of five bluegrau varieties
that were ranked superior In tests con-
ducted at malor Midwest Universities.
XL-l00 Is disease resistant, shade tolerant
(60%) and adaptable to close mowing.

H & E Sod Nursery, Inc.
3900 West 167th Street
Markham, Illinois 60426

312/596-7200

Larry Vetter Joins Northrup King Co.
Northrup King Co., Minneapolis, Minnesota, re-

cently announced the appointment of Larry G. Vetter
as Manager, Professional Turf Products Division.

Vetter was most recently an Instructor in Turf and
Golf Course Maintenance at Anoka Area Vocational
Technical Institute in Anoka, Minnesota. He has over
15 years of experience in the turfgrass field including
11 years as Golf Course Superintendent and Superin-
tendent of Grounds for Minikahda Club, Minneapolis;
four years as Assistant Golf Course Superintendent for
Park Land Country Club, Muscatine, Iowa and one
year as the owner and operator of a commercial and
home lawn maintenance company.

Vetter has a B.S. degree in horticulture and
turfgrass management from Iowa State University
where he received the Top Turfgrass Senior Award in
1965. He was assigned to Iowa State University's
turfgrass research program during 1965. Vetter also
earned a degree in business administration from State
University of Iowa in 1962.

A member of the Golf Course Superintendents
Association, Vetter served as Director of the Min-
nesota GCSA in 1970-71, Vice President in 1972 and
President in 1973-74. He has also participated as a
guest speaker for several GCSA conferences.

Northrup King's Professional Turf Products Division
markets improved varieties of turfgrass seed for
professional users.

C. E. DAUGHERTY CO.
1855 W. Stuart Ln.

Palatine, Illinois 60067
(312) 359-0602

Representing:

MITTS & MERRILL - Brush and Limb
Chipper

AQUASHADE INC. - Pond Beautifier

COURSIGNS INC. - Golf Course Signs -
Trap Rakes - Litter
Receptacles

CARRON NET CO. INC. - Tennis Nets -
Wind Screens
- Dividers -
Straps &
Tapes

POLLARD BROS. - Work Benches -
Cabinets, Barrell
Stands

LOFT -KELLOGG - Grass Seeds

GRASS-CEL - Paving Blocks

UPJOHN PROMOTES TWO IN AG RESEARCH
Niedbalski received his B.S. Degree from Cornell

University in 1958. A native of Dunkirk, New York, he
joined The Upjohn Company in 1966 as the Plant
Health Technical Service representative for the
northeastern United States, and later heading Techni-
cal Extension. The responsibilities of Niedbalski's new
position include field service turf specialty liaison and
technical extension activities in connection with the
company's line of agricultural chemicals.

Both men reside in Kalamazoo, worldwide head-
quarters of The Upjohn Company.

FOR SALE
Jacobsen F.-1-33
400 total hours used.
1970 Cushman - good condition.
Contact - Richard Trevarthan, Supt.
Prestwick C.C. - 815-469-5903.

THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS
The Spirit of Christmas

Isn't found in a package,
Nor pinned on a door in a wreath.

It's a light in the eyes;
A generous action;
A smile or a prayer

Or just one lighted candle.
It's the love and the hope of the liVing

The beating heart of the world.
Author unknown.



on't blame your Northrup King man
. hewants- to play your fairways, after
you rev~lize them- with Overseeder -B.

• 0.;.

Your Northrup King man will know if Overseeder II
is the right prescription for your course and your

area. If it isn't, he ·can recommend the
appropriate overseeding formula, custom-

blended by Northrup King to solve your
particular problem.

Contact your Northrup King representa-
tive or distributor. He'll gladly come out for

a consultation. And once he gets finished'
with your course, don't be surprised

if he turns up again -with his golf shoes'
and clubs. '

Overseeder \I quickly develops into the kind of
turf that makes tees and fafrways irresistible to any
golfer. '.

It's easy to understand what you get out of
Overseeder II when you know what goes into
it: a blend of Parade and Adelphi Kentucky
Bluegrasses and Eton and Pennfine
fine-leafed perennial ryegrasses. Combining
all the advaritaqes of these varieties,
Overseeder II transforms sparse,
patchy areas into dense turf
that holds up under
even the heaviest
weekend traffic .

• I

\ . NOR T H R U P KIN G C O.
BOX 959 • MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55440

If.' •



Mr. James A. Bertoni
Golf Course Superintendent
La Jolla Country Club
La Jolla, CA 92038

•

Dear Jim:
It's been a long time since receipt of your good

letter and I'm embarrassed to have been this long in
replying. It's been a busy month, hence this delay. I
very much appreciated your remarks concerning my
"Green is Not Great" article and I was pleased to
have your observations since they open the door to
many other areas of discussion.

First with regard to the agronomics of the question,
we have come a long way in maintenance and
management since the early days but the question I
raise is - Haven't we gone too far in tipping the scale
in the direction of pleasing the membership who
normally judge perfection by color and not by
turfgrass playing quality? Prior to the installation of
fairway watering systems the only watered areas were
greens and tees. Nature took care of watering the
fairways and they looked good .for a good part of the
season with exception of serious stress periods.
Fairways at that time were uniform and consistent, in
fact I considered them more uniform and consistent for
golf than many of the overwatered fairways of today.
My contention, however, is that somewhere In
between there is the better approach to uniformity and
consistency. If members would accept that, it would
make the superintendent's job more enjoyable and we
would, in my opinion, have better playing turf.
Moreover, in my opinion there would be less need for
winter rules, less need for players to touch the ball
anywhere but on the tee and green. In my experience I
have found that the membership does exert influence
on the superintendent's program. Such Influence
comes in many ways but especially through association
and discussions with. members during his term of
employment at a given club. This is a natural outcome
of long association with members. Most superinten-
dents today have a finer rapport and certainly many
have a lot more contact with their members than
superintendents of the past.

As regard the need for better grasses In the future,
this is definitely a goal of turfgrass breeders now.
Several have changed direction with the major
turfgrasses used on golf courses. Tough turf Is the call
of the future. Turf that will persist under adversity and
the restrictions placed on it by rulings of regulatory
agencies as well as the increased shortages projected
which can only mean higher prices for materials.

As regard your comments on The Rules of Golf and
the Decisions of Golf being responsible for the
superintendent's dilemma in his quest for consistency,
I discussed this with P.J. Boatwright since these are
not my prime fields of endeavor and these are his
main points of comment:

When I was growing up, golf courses did not have
the sophisticated watering systems that now exist
and therefore golf courses in the main were not
overwatered. In other words, it seems to me that
overwatering became commonplace when modern
watering systems came into existence and certainly
not because of the Rules of Golf .

The Rules of Golf have changed very little since
modern watering systems came into effect. In 1959,
the Rules were changed to allow the repair of ball
marks on the line of putt and to allow cleaning of the
ball on the putting green. These two changes were

perhaps the most significant changes in the Rules in
many, many years and why were the changes
necessary? I would guess it was because greens
were becoming too soft from overwatering and it
made it impossible to play the game fairly if ball
marks could not be repaired and the ball could not
be cleaned on the green.

Mr. Bertoni says that the Rules should simply
require that you play the course as you find it and
you play the ball as it lies. Of course, that would be
ideal, but it is impractical. There must be provision
at least for a ball unplayable. Otherwise, many
players could not finish a round.

Mr. Bertoni refers to the great amount of lifting of
balls that takes place now under the Rules. Of
course, there is a great amount of lifting in
tournaments on television, but much of this lifting is
due to television equipment. Certainly, it would be
unfair to require a player to playa ball from under a
television tower, which was there purely for the
purpose of documenting the event for television
audiences.

Most other lifting of the golf ball is probably due
to ground under repair and, in my experience, most
ground under repair is a result of overwatering or
poor drainage and the subsequent tracks or ruts
caused by vehicles passing over the overly-wet area.
Jim, I can't agree with your statement that the use

of water as we know it today Is due to the demand for
turfgrass consistency. I respect your position because I
know you believe in it but I must confess I am on the
other side of the fence entirely. Grasses that are
managed just to keep them alive are, in my view, more
consistent for golf than grasses that are forced for
purposes of aesthetics.

We have a lot to' discuss when we meet again.
Thank you for writing as you did. There's a lot of food
for thought involved and I trust that it will benefit our
common goal, which is better turf for better golf!

Sincerely,
Alexander M. Radko

National Director

ARTHUR CLESEN INC.

Cleary Turf Chemicals

Country Club & Vertagreen
Fertilizers

Turfgrass Seed

Soil Conditioners - Bark - Mulches

"Easy Markers" & Paints

611 So. Wolf Road
Wheeling, Illinois (312) 537-2177



We're the
WATER MOVING
SPECIALISTS ...
and we'll help you
put it all together

An engineerinqstaff
to consult with you

on irrigation systems design
. & specifications,

'. " . .and budget estimates.

The larqest'
selection & stock

• ~ J

In the midwest:
PIPE & FITTINGS:'

PVC .Sewer & Drain (Corr.l
polyethylene. Galvanized

Copper .Alum~nu'Tl

Pressure Reg. Valves. Elec. Valves
Pressure & F low Switches'

Controllers

PUMPS & PUMPING STATIONS

EXCLUSIVE FRANCHISED DISTRIBUTOR

WHOLESA~E DISTRIBUTORS

341 Lively Blvd., Elk Grove ViII., III. 60007
(312) 640-6660

22159 Telegraph, Southfield, Mich. 48075
(313) 358-2992

3890 W. 11 Mile Rd., Berkley, Mich. 48072
(313) 543-7730

LABOR-SAVING
GRASSES

G-..oE KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS
• Does.Great in Sun Or 60% Shade
• Excellent Disease Resistance '0 Pow~~ry MildElw - Stripe

Smut - Leafspot - Rust
• Quick Recovery - Fast Germinating

·-Addphi
KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS Mowing

• Greens Up Earlier in Spring - Stays Green Longer In Fall
• Great Resistance To Disease

.. Low Growing -
. Tolerates Close

CITATION
FINE LEAF PERENNIAL RYEGRASS
• Improved Mowing Qualities .
• Blends Well Wtih All Other Grasses

• Performs Great In
Hot, Humid Areas

,FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION AND
, TEST RESULTS WRITE TO:
tbe VW6HAN •.JACIWNcal'a a&o

5300 Katrine Avenue, Downers Grove. IIIlnoll 60515. (312) 969-6300
WAREHOUSES LOCATED IN:

. Bound Brook, New'Jersey • Landover, Maryland. Ovid and
, Grand Ledge, Michigan ., Spokane, Washington '

GCSAA' Executive Committee
1978 GCSAA Nominating Committee
Affidavit of Nomination for 1978
Election, Qf Officers and Directors

To:
From:
Re: GCSAA

After very careful evaluation of each prospective
nominee's background,', character, references and
qualifications, it was unanimously decided to place the
following candidates on the slate for election at the
1978 Annual Membership Meeting in San Antonio,
Texas.' , "
For President: George W. Cleaver, CGCS
For Vice 'President: Melvin B. Lucas, Jr., CGCS

Charles H. Tadge, CGCS
Daniel L. Hall, Jr.

David C. Holler, CGCS
Robert W. Osterman, CGCS

Clarence H. Wolfrom, Jr.
James A. Wyll le, CGCS

For Directors:
(Two to be elected)

By the 1978 GCSAA Nominating Committee whose
signatures appear below:
Robert M. Williams, Chairman
Richard C. Blake, CGCS
Daniel L. Hall, Jr.
Quinton A. Johnson, CGCS
John A. Zoller

Golf Course Superintendents Assn. of America
1617 St. Andrews Drive

Lawrence, KS 66044



Editor
MIDWEST BREEZES

By the date you receive this Bull Sheet, I hope you
have completed all of your new work as well as the
regular fall work. Those who got a late start may have
found some difficulties due to weather conditions. One
thing that is a must is the proper draining of the
irrigation system. This is one task that should be done
as near perfect as possible. I am sure many golf course
Supts. remember the problems that they were faced
with at the end of this past winter. Let us hope old
man winter will not repeat itself two years in a row.
Be sure to get that snow mold treatment on after the
heavy rains are over and before the snow gets too
deep. The word has gotten around that there will be
more snow this winter than usual.

The tree nurseries have experienced a good planting
season. A little too much moisture for a couple days
but all in all not bad. The golf clubs have been some of
their best customers. It appears that trees help make a
good golf course.

The September 1977 issue of the Bull Sheet carried a
picture taken many years ago at one of the
M.A.G.C.S. summer meetings. The question was
where was it taken and who are the Supts. in the
picture? The editor has had no response. The contest
is over. The Club - Timber Trails
From I. to r. - Mel Warneck, Roy Chaplin, John
Darrah, Bill Stupple, Bill Rueck, Walter Hoyt, Frank
Mastroleo, Andy Gillett, Jack Langel, Norman John-
son, Fred Ingersoll, Stanley Arendt, Herman Woehrle,
Charles Shiley, Ray Gerber, John Botteger. Nine of
these Supts. have passed away. Roy Chaplin, John
Darrah, Bill Rueck, Andy Gillett, Jack Langel, Norman
Johnson, Fred Ingersoll, Stanley Arendt, Herman
Woehrle. May they rest in peace.

•

The November 8th MAGCS Annual Meeting held at
Midwest G.C. was attended by 44 voting members.
The highlight of the meeting was to elect officers and
directors for the coming year. The results were -
Joseph Grenko, president; Roger La Rochelle - tst vice
president; Robert Breen - 2nd vice president; David
Meyer - secretary-treasurer; Dennis FUlton, Don
Hoffman, Richard Kensinger, Thomas Vleweg - Board
of Directors.

A rather lengthy discussion took place on the increase
of annual dues. An increase is now in order. Reports
are golf course maintenance budgets will be going up
approximately 8% in the Chicago area.

Mike Bavler, super at Inverness C.C. reports his club
is building a new swimming pool, along with a club
house addition. This area will be for club storage and
golf cart storage.

Passing of the gavel, Joe Grenko on left receives from
Carl Hopphan, outgoing president.

Newly elected officers for M.A.G.C.S. and Directors
for 1978. Seating, President Joseph Grenko, Dave
Meyer, Secreterv- Treasurer, Bob Breen, 2nd Vice
President. Standing I. to r. - Carl Hopphan, Emeritus.
Don Hoffman, Thomas Vieweg, Dennis Fulton,
Richard Kensinger, Roger La Rochelle. tst Vice
President Ed Fischer absent in picture.

2 N 255 County Farm Rd. West Chicago, III. 60185
Phone 668-5537



POTASSIUM - The Lacking Element
In reviewing soil tests it becomes quite evident that

most turf areas are low in potassium. This has been
mainly due to the continuous use of descending ratio
fertilizers like 10-6-4 or 6-4-0.

Potassium is an essential element for plant growth.
It is second only to nitrogen in the amount required for
a plant. And yet it is usually the most neglected when
it comes to fertilization.

A potassium deficient plant has a lower disease
resistance, is more susceptible to winterkill and may
be more susceptible to insect damage. Potassium
deficient plants have high water losses, thus require
more water than those not deficient in potassium.

Potassium is the most active of the essential plant
nutrients. It is easily leached from the soil and may
even be leached from plant leaves during a rain or
during irrigation.
It is because of its leachability and normally low

availability in our soils that, in general, fertilizers
should be used which contain high amounts of
nitrogen (N) and potassium (K). Suggested fertilizer
ratios are 3-1-2, 4-1-2, 2-1-2, etc. If pH is controlled,
soil phosphorus supply is usually adequate and thus
not as much as required.

Potassium is commonly available as muriate of
potash (0-0-60). When a soil test indicates the soil
potassium supply is low, muriate of potash may be
added at the rate of 2 pounds per 1000 square feet or
use a fertilizer of the ratios listed above to supply the
equivalent of 1 pound potash per 1oo0/sq. ft.
Potassium sulfate may also be used at the rate of 1.5
pounds per 1000/sq. ft.

When high amounts of nitrogen in relation to

potassium are supplied to a plant the plant produces a
lush succulent type of growth. This type qf growth is
easily winterkilled, more susceptible to insect and
disease and requires more water to keep it alive. Even
though this is a fast growth rate it is not a desirable
growth rate.

Potassium tempers the adverse effects of a high
nitrogen supply when it is supplied in large enough
quantities. The value of a good potassium level in the
soil and plant cannot be over emphasized.

FAll FERTILIZATION
This is the time of year to get the most for your

fertilizer dollar. Fall 1s the time that cool-season
grasses, especially Kentucky bluegrass, develop new'
tillers, healthy rhizomes and sturdy roots. A complete
fertilizer containing a slowly available source of
nitrogen (ureaformaldehyde, ISOU, or natural organic)
is preferred becausesufficient nitrogen can be applied
with a single application. Coated nitrogen materials
are questionable at this time as some will imbibe
water, split open from freezing and release soluble
nltroqen. lawns should receive 2 to 3 pounds of
nitrogen per 1,000 square feet at this time of year. You
may wish to try a dormant or winter fertilization. Turf
fertilized in mid-November attained an attractive
green color as much as four weeks earlier than turf
fertilized the previous summer. Timing of fall fertilizer
applications will vary from one area to another. In
studies in 1974-75,' the mid-November application
worked very well at U.N.H. However, as you live
further inland, you may want to move the date up to
the first of November.

Credit· New Hampshire Turf Grower
October, 1977

Lee Overpeck
219 Grant Dnve
Bolingbrook, IL 60439

Ph: 312 - 759-7061
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(24-4-8)

(20-0-16)

Olsen Dismbu/ing Co.
Barring/on. Illinois
312-381-9333

Paariburg Chemical Co.
South Holland. TIIinois
312·474·3086

Turf Management Supply Co.
Rock/on. Illmois
815-624-7578

Turf Products Ltd.
U"es/ Chicago. Ilhnois
312-668-5537

SWIFT REP .. Clil/Helwlg
1020 Knoll Dr.
Naperville. TIIinois
312·420·7444

Vaughan/Jacklin Corp.
Downers Grove. Illinois
312-969·6300

ASPHAL T DAIVEWAYS - PAAKING LOTS - ETC

. 'Gott Course War/( a Specialty"

L E M 0 NT PA V, N G CO.

SAND & STONE

115th & Archer Ave (At 171) - Lemont. tumors

AAY MUAPHY 257-6701

~~
ENGINEERED RAIN

iTurfTo •
I s-

WINTERIZING PROBLEMS ANYONE?
Have you taken the necessary
steps to prevent freezing and
costly repair of your irrigation
system? Winterizing time is
approaching fast and weld like
to remind you that now is the
time to plan your shutdown and
winterizing program.
Your SISCO salesman is equipped
to answer any questions you may
have and provide any material
or parts you may need.
Just give him a call if you have
any questions about draining
your system or winteriztng
electric controllers and pumps,
or write and ask for a copy of
SISCO's Preventive Maintenance
Bulletin entitled "Protect your
Irrigation System from Freezing" .
You might also ask him about his
Fall close-out specials and
save $$.

.I·M irrigation systems
JGVewateJ;

time and money

!J~
Johns-Manville

Write or call direct

~~
ENGINEERED RAIN

Sprinkler Irrigation Supply Co. A division of A.J. Miller Inc.
1316 No. Campbell Rd. Royal Oak,Mi.48067 Phone (313) 398·2233

Chicago Sales OfficelWarehouse
1738 Armitage Court, Addison, III. 60101 (313) 629·7730



�.CSAA 49th International Turfgrass
CO.NFERENCE AN·D'SHOW

Februarytz- 7, '1978- -

. I

--:.···San Antonio, Texas'

"ECONOMY THRU IDEAS" is the theme for the
premier turtgrass industry 'conference and show, spon-
sored by the Golf Course Superintendents Association of
America, This is a once-a-year opportunity for turfgrass
managers, educators and industry representatives to
learn about and share the latest ideas and developments
in turfgrass management, services and equipment. Ex-

hibits featuring new products for the turf industry will be
open February 14-16; the conference will be in session
February 12-17, This is the place for you to meet the
other people who' make the turfgrass industry dynamic
and to capture dollar-saving ideas. See you in San An-
tonio i'n '78.

---------------------------

• preconference seminars

• certification examination

• general education sessions

• special interest assemblies

• turfgrass industry show

• annual meeting and, election

• golf course tour r

• ladies' program

• social events

Brochures and' registration materials for GCSAA's
49th .Internationat Turfgrass Conference and Show
will be mailed to all GCSAA members October 1.
Others may use this coupon to request the
materials.

.'Conference Highlights

Send'1978 GCSM Conference and Show materials to:

address

city , state zip

club/firm

fv\ail this coupon, to: GCSAA HeadqIYrters
1611 St Andrews Drive
uwrence, ~nsu 66044~--------------------------


