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The Presidents Medsdage

October in our area of the midwest is associated with
‘‘Indian Summer’’ and the beautiful fall color of our
trees. Unless you are the Superintendent who has a
natural wooded course, it just may be up to you to see
what kind of fall color you may have on the golf course
and grounds.

Glen Oak Country Club has had a tree program now
for nine years. Since they saw the hand writing on the
wall, so to speak, of the rapidly spreading Dutch EIlm
Disease, the club decided to go into a very extensive
tree planting program. Nine years ago the club had
238 beautiful elms, today we have 31 left and
tomorrow???

In that nine years the club has planted 707 trees at a
cost of $52,434.13 or an average of about $75.00 per
tree. Of these 707 trees we have 33 species. We have
12 varieties of maples alone, 5 varieties of ash, 4 of
locust and 4 of oak. When planting trees on the course
we try not to plant more than two or three of the same
species and variety in one grouping. We feel that we
have learned our lesson with the elms in overplanting
with just one species.

Since coming to Glen Oak | have kept accurate records
of all the trees we have purchased. A master listing of
all trees are kept and the date they were planted.
During the nine years | am able to tell you how many
trees we planted in each year and the species, variety,
and cost. Cost factor alone is startling like everything
else today. In 1969 the average cost of our trees were
$66.30 and in 1975 the average cost was $130.15.

As you can see, nine years ago you could buy two
trees for the price of one today. In our own program it
is a good thing we started as early as we did. Today
we have only to plant for the few elms we have left.

What about the fall color? My favorites are the Sugar
Maple for its outstanding yellow and the Sweet Gum
for its brilliant red.

The M.A.G.C.S. Annual meeting will be held at
Butterfield C.C. on November 11, 1976. Art Benson,
Jr. will be our host supt.

Milwaukee and Wisconsin Supts. Symposium, October
27-28, 1976. You all come!




EDITORIAL

A recent article concerning irrigation of golf course
turf sparked some thoughts about the subject of which
we as golf course superintendents are daily contending
with. July and August usually are the most critical
months, night time temperatures remain warm and
usually humid and days are always hot. Poa Annua
becomes a minute by minute thought passing through
the mind, to the point where you start talking to it and
believe it is listening to you. Water management
becomes a most important function during these
periods. | believe a large portion of our water
management decision making lies with the desires of
the golfing membership. We know what is necessary
to provide green, playable fairways; adequate water
application to maintain healthy grass, but firm enough
to give a well hit drive plenty of roll; but healthy
enough that wherever it stops rolling, it has a perfect
lie. | guess there is but two alternatives our
memberships have; a green wet fairway, or a brown
dry one.

Heavy soils that drain poorly require that special
touch or what is called T.L.C. (Tender Loving Care).
Too much water is easy to apply, thus are we watering
to keep the driest spot green? To maintain uniformity
becomes the most sought after goal, considering that
nature, a very un-uniform creature is our sidekick.
Applying water with sprinklers is subject to wind; soil
density and structure vary throughout the course,
meaning some soil will accept water and clay won't;
traffic and subsequent compaction patterns are not
uniform; and of course the types of grasses vary all
over the course. Deep root penetration means
healthier turf, but water must be below the roots for
the roots to grow down. Here is where the decision
making lies - if the water applied does not penetrate
through the root zone and deeper, do we continue to
water until this is achieved, or let the grass come
under stress? If we water to totally penetrate the dry
area, the sure result is an over-wet playing condition
around the remaining area. This wet area is then
subject to compaction; but, has this been truly
noticeable and detrimental to the fairway turf? During
rainy weather periods we have had to continue to mow
fairways with compacting gang units. Aerifying,
thatching, spiking and normal management practices
have helped alleviate compaction.

Let's let the grass come under stress. First of all,
Poa Annua begins to wilt, sparsely it begins to die;
bentgrasses survive, only because of deeper root
systems, but still wilt; this surely is not promoting root
development, there isn't any moisture for the roots to
strive for. The stressed area gets worse with traffic
and carts; with morning and evening traffic the grass
usually recovers, it's that mid-day cart driving through
the stressed area, you will see those tracks the rest of
the season. Also, think back a few years on that same
stress area, usually it will be quite slow to recover the
following spring, if it recovers at all. And if it does
come back, it will be the first problem area as soon as
hot weather hits, and probably increase in size.
Also, localized dry spots seem to pop up all over
stressed areas, and it seems to be the first place fairy
ring shows itself. Not many positive remarks for
leaving grass in a stressed condition. T.L.C. becomes
the only solution, finding yourself devoting all your
time and money babysitting these areas through the
summer.

During the months of July and August, frequent
light applications of water seem to provide the best
result from an aesthetic and a playing point of view.
However, Superintendents have in the past and will
continue in the future to satisfy the demands of the
golfing world. Grass tennis courts have not withstood
the test, | wonder if we are asking mother nature to
give above and beyond the call of duty for the game of

golf. Anonymous

Mitts & Merrill Brush Chipper designed for Golf
Course use. Uses P.T.O. Power and 3 pt. Hitch for
economical price and operation.

C. E. DAUGHERTY CO.
1855 W. Stuart Ln.
Palatine, Ill. 60067

(312) 359-0602

Research has placed
BenSun (A-34) Kentucky

—"s
F
Bluegrass in a class by itself! W

RATED FIRST FOR WEAR TOLERANCE
RATED FIRST FOR SHADE TOLERANCE
RATED HIGH IN DISEASE RESISTANCE

BenSun (A-34) Kentucky bluegrass was
the only bluegrass, out of 18 tested, to
receive an excellent rating, for wear toler-
ance on golf courses. This test was |s
conducted by a leading university doing ¥
turfgrass research. BenSun (A-34) is also
rated first for shade tolerance (up to 65%)
and near the top in disease resistance.

It grows vigorously in shade, sun, cool
and warm climates, high and low altitudes,
poor soil and even sand.

Write for more detailed information, a
list of golf courses now using BenSun
(A-34) and the research ratings referred
to above.

BEHEU (A-34) :LEJ.ELU::SYS

Available as Sod, Sod Plugs and Seed

8400 West 111th. Street
Palos Park. Illinois 60464
Phone: 312/974-3000

Warrnend

TURF NURSERY, INC.




I. to r. - J. Spodnik - R. Mitchell - M. McLaren - W. The 50th Anniversary celebration held at Sylvania

Johnson - R. Gerber - C. Baskin - L. Shields - C. C.C. on Sept. 13, 1976 was honored by the presence of
Mendenhall - W. Boysen - J. Brandt - C. Wagoner - D. the above past presidents of the G.C.S.A.A. Speaking
Moote - S. Moore - R. Blake - R. Williams. for all of them, it was a huge success. We thank you.

A couple hundred years of golfing experience and still
smiling. l.to r. - Ray Gerber - Herb Graffis - Jo
Graffis - Bob Williams.

-

It looks like Paul Voykin is explaining what a country
club general managership is all about. Progress has been made over the past years.



PENNCROSS

BENT SOD

TORONTO C-15
BENT SOD OR STOLONS

w Pure To Strain
% Maintained at 4" mowing height
with “Greens King”
% Grown on Sandy Loam Soil
% Toronto C-15 Strain resistant to
leafspot.
Ed Fischer, host supt. - October 4th meeting.
The condolences of the Midwest Association of Golf — BLUEGRASS SOD —
Course Supts. is extended to the Elmer G. Lemke 5
family due to the death of Elmer. Mr. Lemke had been : Ade!Ph' : XL-100 Blend
the golf course supt. at the famous Tom O’Shanter Merion KY-33 Blend

C.C. in the Chicago area for many years. He was
employed as golf course supt. at the Four Winds C.C.
at the time he passed away. He will be missed by his
many friends. Elmer was a member of the Midwest
Association of Golf Course Supts. and also a member
of the Golf Course Supts. Association of America.
Mrs. Lemke, what could we possibly say to ease your

H & E Sod Nursery, Inc.

3900 West 167th Street
Markham, Illlinois 60426

NURSERY INC

sorrow? Tidmsabifiond) 312/596-7200

50 Lb. Net Weight
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FERTILIZER |-y

TURF

PRODUCTS
FOR THE
——— » PROFESSIONAL

TURF PRODUCTS)| s Iy

A New Outside

vonanes Oty Qlicd FERTILIZER (s

Appearance - Same
Dependable Quality
|nside [—r!ﬂﬂ'-!r-!'xrrn‘n”H:!lr:rnlnxnrn'rrl
LEBANON Call yourF:::zi :‘i;l:ibu!or or
29 Spring Lake Ave.
Good Names To Hinsdale, IL 60521

Grow By




INTRODUCING!

THE GROUNDSMASTER 52

NEW FROM TORO

A new dimension in riding rotaries: the perfect
mid-size mower. Big enough to mow up to 18 acres
a day. Maneuverable enough to mow, and trim, an
acre or less. Groundsmaster 52. With hydrostatic
drive and clean, simple engineering all the way.

Measure it
against
any other!

Features and benefits
of the Groundsmaster 52

Hydrostatic drive gives superior
maneuverability: single pedal con-
trols forward-reverse with no
gears, no shifting, no wasted time.
And there’s an infinite range of
ground speeds (0-5 mph mowing)
for great cutting control und I
conditions (unit transports at up 1o
8.5 mph,depending on conditions).

12 gauge stamped steel deck is
five inches deep for excellent dis-
charge of clippings. 10¥4 ” offset to

B left and smoothly formed shape

For further information, or a demonstration,
please contact:
Toro Distributing-Chicago
731 District Dr.
Itasca, Ill. 60143

(312) 733-2110

4

Haven’t youdone without a new Toro long enough?

contribute to ease of trimming

B around trees and under shrubbery.

Safety features include dynamic
braking for greater control; unob-
structed operator view; interlock
switches to prevent starting or
leaving the machine running with
traction pedal or PTO shaft en-
gaged; low center of gravity for
improved stability on sidehills; de-
flector shield over discharge area.

S

Clean, simple engineering mag
the Groundsmaster 52 easy.:o
maintain and easy to operate. It's
built for years of dependable, day-
in day-out service.



““INSTANT DRAINAGE’ - NEW PRODUCT

A very new technique of removing isolated wet spots
from golf courses or any grass covered lawn area has
been announced by Ernie Hodas, President of Century
Rain Aid.

Hodas said, '‘Instant Drainage'' is the name of the
new patent pending low cost method of pulling
perforated 1'' pipe at a shallow depth to create a
syphonic action to achieve immediate drainage.’’

Century Rain Aid has been appointed the exclusive
distributors in Michigan and lllinois for this product
line. Write for technical information, costs and a
sample.

BURDETT

Swift Road at North Avenue
P. 0. Box 186
Lombara, lilinois 60148
1121 6291123

ALL MAJOR TURF SUPPLIES

PAR-EX

Vertagreen

Du Pont

Diamond Shamrock
Sand Blasters

TURF Cyclones
SUPPLY CO.

Fore Par

Box 182 — Steger, Il
747-0630

ROSEMAN

2620 CRAWFORD AVE, 864-1842
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS

TURF EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS

ROSEMAN GANG MOWERS FORD TRACTORS

TILLER RAKES DEDOES AERIFIER
SNOW PLOWS LOADERS
SEEDERS

ROTO TILLERS

LEAF MULCHERS
ROTARY MOWERS
HOMELITE PUMPS

RENTALS

HOMELITE CHAIN SAWS

SALES @ SERVICE @ PARTS @

We're the

WATER MOVING

SPECIALISTS ...

and we’ll help you
put it all together

An engineering staff
to consult with you
on irrigation systems design

& specifications,
and budget estimates.

The largest
selection & stock

in the midwest:

PIPE & FITTINGS:
PV C eSewer & Drain (Corr.)

Polyethylene ® Galvanized
Copper ® Aluminum

Pressure Reg. Valves ®Elec. Valves
Pressure & Flow Switches
Controllers

PUMPS & PUMPING STATIONS

EXCLUSIVE FRANCHISED DISTRIBUTOR

RaN I BIRD.

entury;

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS

3890 W. 11 Mile Rd., Berkley, Mich. 48072
(313) 543-7730

22159 Telegraph, Southfield, Mich. 48075
(313) 356-9137

341 Lively Blvd., Elk Grove Vill., lll. 60007
(312) 640-6660




Trees Can Save On Utilities

Properly spaced shade trees can help prevent home air
conditioners from working overtime in scorching
weather.

““We need to take a second look at plants as
temperature control devices,'’' says James A. Fizzell,
Horticulturist at the University of lllinois Extension
Service, Cook County. ‘‘“Trees planted near a house
not only help you save on utility bills but also
contribute to energy conservation.’’

Air conditioners don't need to run as often if the sun
doesn’'t beat down on your house all day, Fizzell
explains. Shade trees partly shield the roof and keep
the sun's rays off the walls in the morning and
afternoon because twigs, branches, leaves, and trunk
partly absorb and reflect the radiation. The amount of
radiation that gets through depends on density of the
tree's canopy.

For example, the canopy of a honey locust will
transmit more radiation and thus give less shade than
that of a burr oak of equal size. But the honey locust is
a faster growing tree and is usually more popular with
homeowners.

Large shade trees also provide refuge for people who
wish to sit outdoors on a hot day, Fizzell adds. An
actively growing tree transpires large quantities of
moisture into the atmosphere. If the wind isn't
blowing too strongly or if the trees are protected from
winds by a shelter belt, this transpiration can result in
increased humidity within the tree canopy. Since moist
air doesn’t heat as rapidly as dry air, this helps to
keep temperatures under a tree moderate.

‘‘August is a good time to think about where you will

plant trees this fall,"" Fizzell says. ‘‘While you would

be better off if someone had planted trees 20 years

ago, you can still increase your comfort, and the value
of your home with tree plantings now."’

James A. Fizzell

Extension Adviser/Horticulture

University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

PESTS AFFECTING MAPLE TREES

The popular silver maple trees, so widely planted in
this area are subject to two pests which are quite
evident at this time of year. They are cottony maple
scale and maple bladder gall.

Unsightly red or green wart-like growths (galls) on
the leaves are signs of infestation of bladder-gall mites.
The mites overwinter on the bark of the trees and in
early spring migrate to the leaves where they stimulate
the formation of the galls. In each gall, many mites live
and feed, protected from outside elements. It is
doubtful if galls associated with these mites cause
enough damage to justify spraying large trees.

Malathion, applied at the time the buds are swelling
but before the leaves appear in spring, will give
effective control.

Cottony maple scale is a common and injurious pest
on soft maple and a variety of other trees, including
such fruit trees as apple, pear, plum and peach. The
infestations may be heavy enough to Kkill twigs,
branches, limbs and occasionally, entire trees.

James A. Flzzell
Associate Ext. Advisor
Horticulture/Cook Cty.

The hazy, lazy
days of autumn
are busy days for

= o

many fungi

start fall disease control NOW
with ln¥I=<] Acti-dione TGF°

—

When nature slows down,
don't be caught napping.
Use Acti-dione TGF regularly
to control dollarspot, leaf-
spot, rust and powdery mil-
dew. Call us now for help in R =
planning fall disease control. o T

DON MASKE |
AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL SALES REPRESENTATIVE

HOME 224 PUTNAM DRIVE, LOCKPORT, ILLINDIS 80441
aIs/a3p-0184

Turt-care
equipment

DISTRIBUTED BY

6 mm m® 5|

|Fi & G Rl
George A. Davis, Inc.
5440 Northwest Highway, Chicago, Illinois 60630  312—763-6383
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MIDWEST BREEZES

The summer of 1976 in the Chicago area will go
down in history as the driest season on record. This is
the year that tells you if your new automatic irrigation
system is doing the job you expected it to do, or did
the old manual system with the center sod cup in the
green do as good? This should have been a good year
for the irrigation manufacturing company and their
salesmen.

Ed Stewart, Supt. at River Forest C.C., is
celebrating his 25th year at River Forest - a good
record, Ed. Congratulations! Do any of you have a
25th or more anniversary coming up? Pass this
information along to the editor.

If you are looking for bargains, Jim Burdett, Swift
Road and North Ave., can take care of you. He has a
cut to the bone sale - 15 to 50% off on all inventory
from October 1 to 15, 1976.

The G.C.S.A.A. 50th anniversary is now past
history. It was celebrated at the Sylvania C.C. in Ohio
on September 13, 1976. It was a great success. The
attendance was good and anyone that did not attend
sure missed a great celebration. The many old pictures
that were taken, starting with the early years of golf
and the many old pieces of equipment used in those
same years was worth more than the cost of attending.
Comparing the old equipment with the new modern
equipment of today, we have come a long way. Seeing
is believing and that is what took place at this
celebration.

The joint meeting with the Wisconsin supts. held at
McHenry on September 20 was a most enjoyable one.
92 played golf on a beautiful conditioned course. The
sad part was our host, Harold Michels, could not join
us due to an aching back. 114 enjoyed a steak dinner
with all the trimmings. We all thank Toro for the
refreshments at the Halfway House.

We not only have top golf course supts. in the
Midwest Association, but also top golfers. The golf
team consisting of: Robert Hansen, Fresh Meadows
G.C.; Ken Goodman, Mt. Prospect C.C.; Robert
Kronn, Rolling Green C.C.; and Brad R. Johnson,
Ridgemoor C.C. are the champs in the G.C.S.A.A.
tournament at Sylvania. Congratulations!
Congratulations to Roger La Rochelle. Roger will
become the new grounds supt. at Flossmoor C.C.
Walter Pieper, the present supt. has been with the
club for many years and has decided to retire and
enjoy life. Not a bad idea, Walter, and congratu-
lations!

Arnold Palmer, the guest speaker at the banquet did
an outstanding job and many of the ladies went home
all smiles with Mr. Palmer’s autograph in their purse.
It appears his army is everywhere.

This editor thanks all the hard working committees
and all individuals for their time and effort for helping
to make this occasion the success that it was. Meeting
many of my long time friends made the day a joyful
one for me and the appearance of the Graffis Brothers
put the frosting on the cake.

Art Bensch, Sr. - Amos Lapp - Ken Lapp.

On August 30th, Amos Lapp, Art Benson, Sr., and
editor Gerber (with a combined experience of 161
years in golf course construction and maintenance
work) did a little visiting with Ken Lapp, son of Amos,
Superintendent at Cog Hill C.C. Cog Hill is doing
considerable construction work on their Dubs Dread
Course. They have three more eighteen-hole courses.
The Dubs Dread Course is the more challenging one.
After observing the construction of several new golf
holes, it was our opinion that this will be one of the
most challenging golf courses in this area.

The Supt. Ken Lapp’s responsibility has been
lightened by exercising authority and having good key
personnel at the head of the various necessary duties.

What does a Superintendent do in his spare time
after overseeing 1,000 acres of land, 400 riding golf
carts, 84 greens (mowed daily), and other daily duties
that include changing all cups, operating a manual
irrigation system, mowing fairways, tees, rough,
necessary trim work, repair work, plumbing and many
other necessary duties, besides being a good husband
and father? The answer you will have to get from Mr.

Lapp.

Paul Voykin, Supt. at Briarwood C.C., is starting his
season speaking tour. He has been invited to speak at
the 30th Cornell Turf Conference on November 16-18,
1976.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir:

In regard to my friend Harry Grey's interview on
management in your August issue of Golf Business
regarding the statement on page 44, quote, ‘‘The rest
of the time they (superintendents and golf profession-
als) were free to do as they wished with no control, no
supervision’', my reply to this insinuation can be
equally absurd, WHO IN THE HELL SUPERVISES
THE GENERAL MANAGERS? His almight position of
the ‘*‘Big Brother'' concept is ridiculous to many of us
who experience successful country club operations
with the triumvirate concept. The general manager's
track record hasn't been proved to any extent thus far
due to their short longevity at the same club. Does the
Peter Principle apply here?

Paul N. Voykin
Briarwood Country Club



THE NEW PRO
ON THE

L HBE

es TAKES
THE WORK OUT
OF AERATING
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RS . < R
THE DEDOES Pro-TCA (Total Course Aeration) aerator replaces a team of men.
Consider these unique features:
e Aerates any green or tee in less than 20 minutes.
e Collects cores to save you costly cleanup.
® Adapts and quickly mounts to your all-purpose vehicle.
® Rugged construction and engineering design saves you maintenance costs.
DEDOES also has a Fairways unit with the same hinged door and/or removable side
plate features. The DEDOES 501 and 601 give you Total Course Aeration.
PATENTED HINGE HYDRAULIC UNIT
The Dedoes patented hinge principle The self-contained hydraulic system lowers
provides near-perfect perpendicular the unitand transfers the vehicle’s weight to
penetraiion. which gives you clean Va2'' holes create the down force for necessary
without the slightest tear. penetration.
L ]
Roseman Tractor Equipment Co. o —

2620 Crawford Avenue Evanston, lllinois 60201 312/864-1842




