
Mitts & Merrill Brush Chip'per designed for Golf
Course use. Uses P.T.O. PQwer and 3 pt. Hitch for
economical price and operation.

C. E. DAUGHERTY CO.
1855 W. Stuart Ln.

Palatine, III. 60067
(312) 359-0602

Mid-Atlantic Newletter
PEAT MOSS

Doing any landscaping this fall? If so you probably
will be purchasing some peat moss. Suffice to say peat
moss is available in different forms commonly called
humus; but how often do we specify a particular kind
of peat? Before you place this fall's order take time to
evaluate what is available as compared to your special
golf course needs.

The peats are desirable forms of organic matter.
The best ones are the residues of marsh plants which
have been preserved under water. The type of de-
composition to which they have been subjected leaves
them in a form that is highly resistant to further de-
cay. As a result their beneficial effects on the soil
extend over comparatively long periods.

Peats vary considerably in structure, stage of de-
composition, capacity to absorb water, and organic-
matter content. The moisture-absorptive capacity and
organic-matter content are the most important items
from th'e standpoint of effects upon physical soil pro-
perties. Peat should absorb four to five times its dry
weight of water, and the organic-matter content should
be 90% or more by weight on a dry-matter basis.

Commercial peats can be grouped into four main
classes: 1) Raw Peats, 2) Cultivated Peats, 3) Moss
Peats, and 4) Sedimentary Peats.

Raw peat is the material just as it comes from the
bed, which has been processed bv drying, shredding
or pulverizing, and screening. Cultivated peat is raw
peat that has been tilled to break it up mechanically
and to quicken the rate of decay. Cultivation stimu-
lates the development of organisms responsible for
decomposition. In peat of this type some of the more
readily decomposable materials have been lost and

the residue is more resistant to further breakdown.
The commercial material is in excellent physical con-
dition for thorough mixing into the soil. Its commer-
cial value depends upon its moisture content, its ca-
pacity to absorb water, and the amount of actual
organic matter which it contains.

The moss peat is composed principally of sphag-
num mosses which have undergone partial decay. It
is finely fibrous and very light and fluffy. Unless well
pulverized, it is in poor condition for mixing into
soils. Because of its higher rate of decomposition and
its extremely Iight spongy character it is not so suit-
able a soil conditioner for turf use as the raw and
cultivated peats.

The sedimentary peats have little value for soil con-
ditioning. They are composed of high percentages of
very fine particles of organic matter mixed with silt
and clay, which have been deposited in shallow lakes
and ponds. They are often sticky and plastic when
wet and highly compact and hard when dry.

Rotted manure, spent mushroom soil, charcoal, saw-
dust, buckwheat hulls, fused cinder, peanut hulls, and
by-products like tannery sludge, sewage sludge,
ground cocoa shells, and similar materials which may
be available locally can be used as supplementary
sources of organic matter. Their general character and
rates of decay must be considered in estimating their
value. For a material to be considered of value of
organic matter it must contain porosity and a high
degree of stability. Manures, for example, consist of
70 - 80% moisture and 20 - 30% dry matter. They
decay rapidly and within a comparatively short time
only about 2 - 3% of the original weight of material
remains in the soil as humus. In the preparation of
topdressing material, mushroom soil is valuable for
use as the soil portion of the mixture, but does not
supply sufficient humus to justify its use to increase
solid organic matter permanently. Most of the other
organic by-product materials, such as sewage and
tannery sludges, are of the same general character as
manure. They break down rapidly and leave rela-
tively little humus for permanent improvement.

Attempts to use various by-products hulls such as
cocoa shells and hulls from rice, peanuts, and buck-
wheat as soil conditioners have not been very satis-
factory, unless they have been composted first. These
materials are Iight and fluffy and are difficult to mix
into the soil uniformly.

(isobutylidene diurea)

for professional turf managers

Swift Chemical Company
2501 N. Kingshighway

East St. Louis, III. Phone: 618/271-5650



M. A. G. C. S. MONTHLY MEETINGS 1974

2 November, 1974 - FALL DINNER DANCE
Host: Dudley Smith
Silver Lake Country Club
147th St. & 82nd Ave., Orland Park, III.

7 November, 1974 - Annual Meeting will be held at
River Forest Country Club.
Ed Stewart, Superintendent, will be our host.

3 December, 1974 - Host: John Jackman
Medinah Country Club (Fall Clinic)
Medinah, III.

ROSEMAN
2620 eRA WFORD AVE. 864-1842

EV ANSTON, ILLINOIS

TURF EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS

ROSEMAN GANG MOWERS FORD TRACTORS

TILLER RAKES DEDOES AERIFIER

SNOW PLOWS LOADERS

SEEDERS LEAF MULCHERS

ROTO TILLERS ROTARY MOWERS

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • RENTALS

TORONTO
C-15 BENT

SOD OR STOLONS

Also-

PENNCROSS BENT SOD

FOR GREENS AND TEES

All Bent mowed at putting green height
with "Greens King"

- BLUEGRASSES -

• Adelphi • XL-lOa Blend
• Merion • KY -33 Blend

H & E Sod Nursery, Inc.
4301 W. Flossmoor Rd.

Tinley Park, Illinois
312 798-2210

F. D. CLAVEY RAVINIA NURSERIES, INC.
Roy F. Clavey, Pres.

Establ ished 1885

TREES SHRUBS EVERGREENS
Introducers of

CLAVEY'S DWARF HONEYSUCKLE
BEVERLY FLOWERING CRAB

Rte. 2, Box 582, U.S. 45 & Knowles Rd.
Lake Villa, Illinois

312 - 223-8616

0"
VELSICCL

FOR WEED CONTROL:

BANVEL ® 4-5
Effective in both warm and cool
weather. Attacks weeds through leaves
and roots. Ideal for control of chick-
weed, clover, and many other weeds.

BANVE L® + 2, 4-0
A combination product that enables you
to control more hard-to-kill weeds more
effectively. Kills dandelions, wild garlic
and others.

2,4-0 AMINE
The all purpose economical herbicide.

FOR INSECT CONTROL:

CHLORDANE lOG, 250, 40WP,
72EC, 50, 100
America's finest turf insecticide. Con-
trols grubs, wireworms, ants, etc.

HEPTACHLOR 2.50,50,100
For convenience and economy.

FOR SPRA Y CONTROL:

ACCUTROL AIR EMULSION
SPRAY SYSTEM
A totally new system - spray adjuvant
and special spray nozzles. Air emulsion
allows your water to go farther. Spray
adjuvant provides greater plant absorp-
ti on, better spray visi bi Iity, and lessens
spray run-off.

ORDER FROM YOUR DISTRIBUTOR
TODA YI

VELSICOL CHEMICAL CORPORATION
341 East Ohio Street e Chicago, Illinois60611



A PARABLE

•
The following was from the September issue of

Agricultural Chemicals News and Reports, University
of Cal ifornia:

One upon a time there was a man of good will
named Goodwyn Goodwill whose only desire was to
leave the world a better place for his passing through
it. And he was happy.

He had a happy wife and three happy children and
they lived in a happy house with a happy dog and
a happy cat. And they had a lovely garden.

Then one day Goodwill took up the study of ecology
-ecology having suddenly become quite the rage.

The first thing he read was that pesticides were
leaching from the soil to poison the waters of the
ocean. "I can't poison the waters of the ocean," he
said. So he renounced pesticides and let the snails
take over the garden.

The next thing he read was that the smoke and
fumes he produced were befouling the crystalline air.
"I can't befoul the crystalline air," he said. So he
gave up smoking, driving the family car, and fires
in the fireplace.

Then he read that overgrazing by livestock was
causing serious soil erosion. "I can't erode the soil
of my planet," he said. So he gave up eating meat
and wearing leather products, going barefoot summer
and winter.

Goodwill felt he was now at least holding his own
until he read that he, personally, required more than
seven tons of fuel each year to warm, transport and
illuminate himself. And he was thus destroying at a
prodigious rate irreplaceable reserves of coal and oil
that nature had taken eons to create.

"Good Heavens!" he cried dazedly. And he turned
off the furnace, doused the lights and gave up riding
the bus.

In his cold, dark house he could now read only in
the daytime. This was fortunate because it was a
full week before he stumbled across still another
staggering statistic: He, personally required no less
than five tons of food, minerals and forest products
each and every year to maintain himself in a civilized
state.

Worse yet, he threw away annually, all by himself,
one ton of beer cans, pop bottles, milk cartons and
other empty containers that now littered a once pris-
tine America.

•

SURPLUS EQUIPMENT SALE
1 - TORO 7 bl ade SPARTAN Mower, 16/1 steel

wheels, center bed-knife adjustment,
not used $200.00

6 - TORO SUPER PRO Mower units, 4 right, 2 left,
nor used, 5 bl ade reels, each $100.00

1 - TORO SUPER PRO 3 to 5 unit conversion kit, 6
blade reels for 1969-1970 Models, not used,
original carton $250.00

12 - TORO SPARTAN 14" steel wheels, used,
each $7.50

6 - TORO SPARTAN 8 blade reels, not used
each $65.00

1 - TORO Riding Sui ky for 31" Whirlwind,
not used $30.00

2 - TORO SPARTANS, 6 blade, pneumatic wheels,
used 2 years, each $150.00

2 - TORO 81" Super Professionals, used, with dual
wheels, 6 blade reels, "AS IS", $200.00 each.

SPRAYERS
FOR ANY PURPOSE

Leasing plans available year round or seasonal.
Ask your Burdett salesman!

BUII"ETT's
Turf. Agriculture, Rec:reatlon» Supplies and Chemicals

Swift Road at North Avenue
P. O. Box 186

Lombard, 1I1inois 60148
(312) 629-1123

To save on food, a panicky Goodwill went on a
strict diet, eating nothing but dandelion greens and
boiled thistles.

To save on minerals, he eschewed tinfoil, ballpoint
pens and loose change. And to preserve the forests,
he swore never to read anything printed on paper
again.

That was good, because a full month passed before
Goodwill heard on his neighbor's radio a scientist
explaining how each of us breathes in life-giving
oxygen and breathes out poisonous carbon dioxide.

It was then that the awful truth hit him: "On this
overcorwded planet," he said to himself, "the only
way a man can stop doing harm to the ecology is to
drop dead."

So he gave up breathing.
His last wish was to take up as little space as pos-

sible in death. Thus, he was cremated and his ashes
scattered. Most of his remains therefore became smog.
And his ashes, containing ten parts per million of in-
destructible DDT, washed down to the poisoned sea.

MORAL: As you go through life, don't worry about
doing the most possible good; just worry about doing
the least possible harm.
-A parable by Arthur Hoppe, San Francisco Examiner.


