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Briarwood's members, staff, and I extend a cor-
dial welcome to you for October 10. We think you
will enjoy playing our golf course - one of the tough-
est layouts in the Midwest. Briarwood in October is
always beautiful and I hope it will also be in good
shape for your visit here. However, you will see some
scars from summer stress (beside my white hair). Run-
ning a golf course in October isn't much of a prob-
lem in this area. It's the summer months that separate
the men from the boys. But as you know, this year •
it was different. We were all boys in the hands of
God and His supersaturated golf season. He humbled
us with pythium, scald, helminthosporium, federal aid
flooding, and extremely inconsistant high and low
temperatures. There were other problems that I'll be
hearing about later in the fall bull-sessions. But most-
ly, it was the frequent heavy rains throughout the
summer that caused most of our turf problems. You
could almost count the sunny days we had on your
fingers and toes. Even my tomatoes looked bad.

I lost over one-half of one fairway to pythium blight
and darned near three greens to helminthosporium.
The helminthosporium fungus hit three of my greens
like I've never been hit by a fungus before. This can-
cerous disease is the most insidious enemy I have
ever encountered, and I used almost everything be-
fore we could stop it. The three greens since have
been aerefied, spiked, seeded, sodded, fertilized,
sprayed, and prayed over. I have had many people
helping me - friends, experts, and pathologists. I
always call for help when I encounter serious turf
problems ... because, you see, awhile back in my
life, I made the profound discovery that I don't know
everything there is about grass. So, I decided that
this qualifies me, like Aid to Dependent Mothers, to
seek help. Well, to shorten a long story, we finally
got the "clap" of the grass world stopped. However
the scars are still there.

Now for some more excuses why the course might
be in poor shape when you come here. We will be •
busy carrying out our annual fall program of sodding
the fronts of two or three greens, where the fairway
mowers turn in a very constricted area and the poa
likes to die out. Watch the trap shots. There isn't much
good sand left that isn't mixed with silt and dirt



washed in from all the rains we've had. This winter,
fresh sand will be hauled to all traps. Our fairways
will be just about healed from the intensive aerefying
and seeding to creeping bent that we do every Sep-
tember: You wil also notice many trench lines that
we either seeded or sodded after the tile contractor
finished; the major drainage project that took all sum-
mer. Again, thanks to the wet weather, another drain-
age construction will have been started by the time
you get here. Hopefully, all greens will be topdressed,
but I doubt it.

Enjoy yourself! However, I must tell you that this
is not our big event. The Mexican Open on October
23 is the big deal here. Of course you're all welcome
to come back and play again. There is one tiny
stipulation; in order to be invited to this festive event,
you have to be born South of the border.

October is my favorite month. It's hard to explain
exactly why, except there is something so strange
and lovely about this leaf-falling month that it is hard
to express. October to me is a feeling of sadness,
nostalgi, and happiness. For some reason, during this
month I am more aware of my age than in any other
part of the year; even at my birthday. Some of the
things I seek will never be found and some of my
goals will have to be left behind. I like to be with
old friends in October. I enjoy taking long walks at
dusk with my children. October to me is a time of
remembering. I think of tiny towns, old songs, and
the dusty country roads with slow bends and old
rail fences. I hear the train whistles in all the nights of
my youth and I remember the streets and vacant lots
in evening-quiet old neighborhoods. October is a
memory and the loneliness of years, ... and old Phil
Harris singing, "This is ell! Ask."

The Midwest Golf Course Superintendents Associa-
tion October 10th meeting will be held at Briarwood
Country Club, Deerfield, Illinois. Midwest president
Paul Voykin will be our host. Paul asked every mem-
ber not to bring a guest. A large turnout is expected,
and due to locker room facilities your cooperation
will be greatly appreciated. Consult your road map
for directions.

The heavens let loose on Friday evening, August 25th
in the west suburbs of Chicago. Seven inches of rain
fell in approximately five hours and flooded high-
ways and private homes with as much as four feet
of water. Sand traps looked like anything but sand
traps. Debris of all kinds. What are the results fol-
lowing this water? Dead grass and in some instances
plenty of it. It is discouraging to the Superintendent
after working hard all summer and the past years to
produce turf of the finest quality and then to lose it
in a short period of time. The farmer loses a good
percentage of his farm crop. The golf course Superin-
tendent loses a large percentage of his fairway turf.

The erosion in the sand traps here at Glen Oak
Country Club is the worst I have ever seen. Many,
many tons of sand will have to be replaced, and this
appears to be all hand work. Fred Opperman, Su-
perintendent at Glen Oak Country Club reports he
pumped twenty-two million gallons of water from
the golf course. A golf course Superintendent has to
be someone who does not get discouraged, who loves
the outdoors and is willing to work under all kinds
of conditions. If he is not this type of a man, the
golf course is no place for him.

, Editor

Editorial
A GENERATION OF YOUNG GOLF COURSE

SUPERINTENDENTS
Superintendents with many years of hard work on

golf courses are stepping aside and hoping to enjoy
the remaining years of their life doing some of the
many things they have been dreaming about before
they pass on to a more quiet piece of real estate. We
here in the Chicago area have noticed a great turn
over to younger Superintendents in the past few
years. This is to be expected. In another twenty-five
or thirty years no doubt this same transition will
again take place and as more new golf courses are
being built it will require more trained men in the
turf grass management field.

Maintaining a golf course and club grounds is a
highly specialized profession. These young men have
a greater opportunity to become golf course superin-
tendents in a shorter period of time than most of us
older men had. Colleges that have the facilities and
personnel to give these men the basic knowledge are
doing a fine job. I know there is more knowledge
required to be a good golf course superintendent than
what the turf grass schools are teaching.

For instance, how much of the superintendent's ac-
tual time on the yearly basis is devoted to growing
and the maintenance of the grass plant in the cool
season area. Golf courses today are almost one hun-
dred per cent mechanized. To the best of my knowl-
edge there are none that are teaching this very im-
portant subject, "care of equipment." A few years ago
I asked one of the authorities at one of these training
schools, Why? The answer I received "We do not
have the personnel or The facilities." This certainly
was a good reason and I accepted his answer. I

I feel a golf course superintendent should have the
fundamental knowledge of any piece of equipment
used for the purpose of maintaining a golf course or the
club grounds. Many clubs have a mechanic but there
are times when out on the job a Iittle operating ad-
vice could save many dollars as well as lost time.

The care of mechanical equipment cannot be taught
in one or two lectures. It is my feeling our educa-
tional committees are not devoting as much time
toward such an important subject as they should.

Today we are on wheels so let us get out of the
old rut!



SUMMER 1172/1
NORTH AND NORTHWEST AREAS

Summer 1972, good news or bad news? It depends
on the individual course and how you appraise the
facts.

An old Indian chief whose tribe was starving told
his eldest son, "Running Deer" to go forth in search
of food for the tribe. Upon Running Deer's return, the
chief anxiously asked his son what news he brought.
Running Deer replied that he brought both good
news and bad news. The chief asked him for the bad
news first and Running Deer related that he had
traveled in every direction for 40 miles and found
nothing to eat but buffalo dung. When the chief asked
for the good news Running Deer swiftly replied,
'~There's plenty of it."

Good news or bad news, see how your year com-
pares to the following comments from Superintendents
from the North and Northwest area.
PETERBILD - GLEN FLORA COUNTRY CLUB

Pete says he had a good year generally speaking.
Persistent dollar spot gave him some trouble.

HAROLD MICHELS - McHENRY COUNTRY CLUB
Quote - "Anything unusual this year? No, if you
call all year's supply of rain in three months. normal.
No, if you figure to have four areas that you can't
mow for six weeks because they are too wet. No,
if you cQf1sider six new springs popping up all over
the course. Outside of this everything is normal."

JOE DINELLI - NORTH SHORE COUNTRY CLUB
Joe reports a good year. Used a little more fungi-
cide than normal, but had no major problems. Some
guys just live right!

BEN KRONN - TWIN ORCHARD COUNTRY CLUB
Those close to Ben know he is inclined to exagger-
ate the dismal conditions and near collapse of his
course. However, I personally inspected his place
not long ago and found it in its usual near perfect
condition. Ben did admit he was considerably over
his fungicide budget for the year.

PAUL VOYKIN - BRIARWOOD COUNTRY CLUB
"Super Saturation." "Extreme temperature changes."
"Increased Traffic." "Horse Manure." These are just
a few of the phrases uttered by Paul. Most of
Briarwood's troubles according to Paul were brought
on by uncontrollable environmental conditions. Hel-
minth was persistent on some of his greens.

BOB WILKINS - BILTMORE COUNTRY CLUB
Bob thinks he had a better year than last year,
when he experienced a water shortage. BiItmore
has a lot of peat soil which must be kept fairly
moist. This year that was no problem for Bob. He
did have some mild wilt and brown patch in fair-
ways.

BOB WILLIAMS - BOB O'L1NK COUNTRY CLUB
OaSERV ATIONS, 1972 SEASON

The Summer of 1972 has proven to be wet, hot,
and humid and a difficult one for turfgrass. However,
due to local variance in rainfall frequency and quan-
tity, some courses have withstood the elements while
others have encountered a degree of damage to turf-
grass areas.

At Bob O'Link we encountered 5 inches of rain
one week in mid-July followed by a stretch of over-
70 degree nights and over-90 degree days. This situa-
tion triggered fairway pythium and dollarspot attacks.
An identical weather picture struck us again in the
last ten days of August. In both cases we were hit
with about ten acres of flooding with 6 to 12 inches

of water. It took about two days for the water to
recede in both instances.

In my estimation, we have been very fortunate in
keeping turfgrass damage to a bare minimum in view
of the circumstances. Chemical fungicides applied to •
the fairways have been a savior this year. We have
made 9 applications to the fairways this season. Some
of these were spot spraying but mostly to the entire
fairway areas.

Dollarspot has been very stubborn to control this
season, even with the new systemics. Pythium seems
to be under some control with the newer pythium
specifics.

The weather of 1972 has also made it difficult for
putting green maintenance. Overly wet, soft, greens
have made it rough for mowing and true putting.
Low fertility programs seemed to be an asset this
season in reducing the tendency for puffing and scalp-
ing in adverse weather conditions.

All in all, this has been a season where good drain-
age far outweighs good irrigation capabilities. We must
have set an all time record for the least number ot
times irrigation has been required for an entire sea-
son.

Without the advance in technology for turfgrass
maintenance in recent years, 1972 would have been
a disaster year according to standerds of 10 to 1_
years ago.

MIKE BAVIER - INVERNESS COUNTRY CLUB
The extreme last year was lack of rain - this sum-

mer it is the abundance of it. We have had our area
(Palatine) one of the wettest summers in many years.
My very unofficial record from April 15 thru August •
30 measures some 31.6 inches.

The abundance of rain is not always a problem.
The biggest problem to me is the hot humid weather
we have following the rains. The disease on the course
becomes active and the grass just plain looks sick.
We try to time our chemical applications and change
combinations of chemicals, all with little effect until
the weather cools off.

Yes, we have had another year of weather ex-
tremes, but cooler weather will be coming and I'll
be smiling again because fall is on its way.

Summer "72" did not seem like that kind of a year,
but I'm sure it will be long remembered by many.
It was a year of extremes. Record low temperatures
set on several days followed by near record high tem-
peratures. Example; 47° low on August ninth and a
96° high on August 15. Barrington unofficial tem-
peratures. In general, the North and Northwest areas
fared better weather wise than the rest of the district
although I'm sure there are those who will disagree:
especially if a freak windstorm or cloud burst hit his
course.

For me at Barrington Hills it was an F.M. year.
Before you mentally substitute your own words for
these initials, they stand for Fungus and Mosquitoes.
Between July 10 and July 27, we sprayed 11,000
gallons of fungicide solution on tees greens and
fairways and gave up 26 gallons of blood. '

Bad news? Humidity and heat. Good news? It did
not last too long and hunting season is not far away!

John C. Ebel
Superintendent Barrington Hills C. C.



Midwest Breezes
Mr. and Mrs. Thoms Byrne of Addison Country

Club are the proud parents of a baby boy, Timothy
Matthew - 10 Ibs. 4 ozs., born August 28, 1972.
Congratulations!

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gilman of Riverside Golf
Club celebrated their fifteenth wedding anniversary
last month. Congratulations to Tom and Meredith.

The August 22nd meeting held at Thorngate Country
Club was well attended. One hundred fifteen enjoyed
an afternoon and evening at a wonderful golf club.
Ninety-three played golf on a fine golf course that is
under the watchful eye of Superintendent Brad An-
derson. Golf winners were, Bob Kronn - low gross
75, longest drive Harold Michels, nearest to the
pin - Ben Kronn.

Low Net
Warren Roseman 67 Peter Voykin 70
Don Virgen 71 Don Gricus 71
Tim Miles 71 Greg Vogel 72
John Bartell 72 Doug Carter 72
Ray Helbert 72 Charlie Raack 72

FOR THE FINEST IN IRRIGATION!

MILLER SPRINKLING
SYSTEMS

DIVISION OF A. J. MILLER, INC.
Since 1925

1738 Armitage Court
Addison, Illinois 60101
312 . 629·7730

1320 N. Campbell Road
Royal Oak, Michigan 48067

313 - 398-2233

"Idleness is the hot-bed of temptation, the cradle
of disease, the waster of time, the cankerworm of
felicity. To him that has no employment, life in a
little while will have no novelty; and when novelty
is laid in the grave, comfort will soon follow."

Sand traps like this were numerous after the seven-
inch rain August 25th.

Nels J. Johnson, Tree Experts, Inc.
SINCE 1930

Complete, economical tree service for Private Estates, Parks,
Municipalities, Golf Courses Cemeteries, Schools, Industrial
Areas.
All phases of Arborlcclture, Diagnosing, Pruning, Treating,
Transplanting, Fertilization, Hydraulic and Mist Spraying,
Removals, Stump, Routing, Muni'cipal Forestry.

- FULLY INSURED-
GRADUATE FORESTERS • LICENSED ARBORISTS

MAIN OFFICE: 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, Illinois
Phones: GR eenleaf 5·1877 - GR 5-5255

Hinsdale, Illinois - FA 5.Q970

FOR THE FINEST IN SOD

THORNTON'S TURF NURSERY
312 - 742-5030

Rt. 2 Box 72 Elgin, III.

Try our FUNGICIDES - HERBICIDES -
INSECTICIDES - LIQUID & SOLUBLE
FERTILIZERS - WETTING AGENTS

Since 1939

phone (614) 373-1394 p. o. box 267 MARlEnA, O. 45750

ASPHALT DRIVEWAYS - PARKING LOTS - nco
"Golf Course Work a Specialty"

LEMONT PAVING CO.
SAND & STONE

Il5th & Archer Ave. (Rt. 171) - Lemont, lIIinoi.
RA Y MURPHY 257-6701



TORO DISTRIBUTING
••• CHICAGO

We want to supply you.
TORO

Mowers - Trap Rake
Debri Cleaning Equipment
Moist O'Matic Systems

JOHN BEAN
Sprayers and Equipment

FERTILIZERS
Agrico - Complete Plant Food
Du Pont - Uramite and NuGreen
Fertilade and AquaSol

CHEMICALS
Du Pont-Tersan program
Diamond-Fungicide and Weed Control
Chemagro- Fungicide
Mallinkrodt-Fungicide and Weed

Control
Acti- Dione- Fungicides
Aqua Shade - Aquatic Weed

Control
2-4-D - MCPP - MCCP+2-4-D
Arsenat of Lead - Banvel D
Chlordane

HOSE & ACCESSORIES

PARKER VACUUMS
AND SWEEPERS

GOLF GREENS &
TEES EQUIPMENT

Standard
Par-Aide

WE HAVE OTHER LINES AND ARE ADDING
PRODUCTS RAPIDLY. WE WOULD BE

PLEASED TO QUOTE ON YOUR
REQUIREMENTS.

TORO DISTRIBUTING
CHICAGO (312) 773-2110

731 DISTRICT DRIVE, ITASCA, ILL. 60143

TORO

Pesticides
by .Stanley Rachesky

Entomologist - University of Illinois
How would you like to pay $1.00 per pound for

a head of cabbage instead of 12¢; or $14.00 per pound
for broccoli instead of 60¢; 68¢ per pound for tomatoes
instead of 25¢?

These figures are not unrealistic when vegetables
are grown without the aid of pesticides. This warning
comes from findings of a farming experiment con-
ducted last summer in Arcola, Illinois and just dupli-
cated with the same results in St. Charles, Illinois.

The proof was an Environmental Test Plot developed
by the University of Illinois Cooperative Extension
Service just south of U.S. 38 on Randall Road, St.
Charles.

Insects and weeds are the two main reasons why
consumers face higher prices without the use of
chemicals.

The St. Charles plot was designed to produce vege-
tables under environmental conditions to see what
it actually takes to produce vegetables. For example,
snap beans were just recently harvested. The beans
which were fertilized produced only thirty per cent
more than those not fertilized under the same grow-
ing conditions.

Those beans which were sprayed with chemicals
for elimination of weeds and insects produced almost
40% more beans than those not sprayed under iden-
tical conditions. Other consumer crops being grown
are sweet -corn, tomatoes, cucumbers and cabbage.

Many people feel that farmers could cut down on
the use of chemicals (fertilizers, insecticides, herbi-
cides), use more land and still produce the same crop
volume. In Illinois, 3 million additional acres would
have to be put into production to achieve this goal.
However, these acres would have to be taken away
from wildlife sources, including pasture and timber,
and this would add costs to the consumer.

Cultivation of 3 million extra acres would include
approximately 22 million gallons of petroleum, 293
million pounds of nitrogen, 117 million pounds of
phosphorus and 146 million pounds of potassium.

Machinery repair and depreciation costs would cost
over 37 million and added engine emissions would
result. Natural resources would be unnecessarily used
to manufacture the machines and parts.

In the U.S. today, the average farmer produces
enough food to feed himself and 48 other people.
This is due to our vast technological advancement _
which includes pesticides.

All the statistics that have been shown in the past
and those which will be accumulated in the future
tell one story; pesticides play a very important part
in today's world. The world population needs food
and there's no getting around the fact that pesticides
are essential to large scale food production.
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"57 years

of dependa61 e
Service"

Eugene A.
de ST. AUBIN·& BRO. Inc

Box #1 - Addison, Illinois 60101

Wholesale Growers of Quality Landscape Material
TREES. SHRUBS. EVERGREENS

Phone: 788-8888

Nurseries: Mill Rd. Y2 mile N. of Lake (Rte. 20) ~ mile S. of Irving Park Rd. at Park side Ave.

OUR ENDANGERED WILDLIFE
An estimated 4,500 geese died of lead shot poison-

ing earlier this year when shot-saturated lake bottoms
on the Eastern Shore of Maryland were exposed near
their wintering grounds. Lead shot poisoning of water-
fowl has been documented for more than a century.
It is estimated that 6,000 tons (over 30 billion pellets)
of lead shot are discharged each year over water-
fowl habitat; and that 2-3 million waterfowl dies of
lead shot poisoning each year in the United States.

TURF PRODUCTS, LTD.

• 1106 N. Scott Street
• Whee ton, Illinois 60187
• Telephone 668-5537

I

TURF PRODUCTS, LTD.

c. E. STEWART
and Associates
Civil Engineer

Irrigation. Drainage. Water Supply. Pumping Plants
Design - Reports - Consultation - Supervision
18357 Homewood Ave. Homewood, Illinois

Area Code 312

Area Code 31 2
658-5303

620 Webster St.
Algonquin, III.

60102

PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.

B"II UJIuu,. ~ HeetI,-
C~~~e
We sell an air dried, uniform and

free flowing top dressing.

ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

HUMUS - BLACK SOIL

HENRY FREN.ZER
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Here's the new Roseman Hydra-gang Mower
now available to you. It is versatile, flexible
and more efficient.

The mower is a new concept whereby the
cutting reels are hydraulically driven by sepa-
rate motors on each unit powered by a PTa
driven pump.

All units fold up hydraulically by means of
the Ford hydraulic system through the auxiliary
service control selector valve.

The mower is designed for attaching to Ford
2000 or 3000 All-Purpose tractors.
ROSEMAN TRACTOR EQUIPMENT COMPANY

2620 Crawford Ave. Evanston, Illinois
Telephone 864-1842



WISCONSIN GOLF TURF SYMPOSIUM
RECYCLING GOLF COURSE WASTES
Wednesday - October 25, 1972

9:00 A.M. The Role of Organic Matter in Soil.
Dr. Ray Keen, Kansas State University

10:00 A.M. Incorporation of Organic Matter into
Soil.

10:45 A.M. Short Break
11 :00 A.M. Collection, Disposition and Use of Raw

Organic Matter.
Mr. Tony Grasso - Metro Milorganite,

Inc.
Mr. Gordon Raynor - Milwaukee

Forestry Dept.
Mr. John Voight - Milwaukee Cty.

Park Comm.
Noon Lunch

1:30 P.M. Fundamentals of Composting.
Dr. Raymond P. Poincelot, Univ. of

Connecticut
2:45 P.M. Break
3:00 P.M. Art of Making Compost

Mr. Ray Greiten - Milwaukee Cty.
Park Comm. (Retired)

Thursday - October 26, 1972
9:00 A.M. Chemical and Container Disposal

Dr. Bob Newman - University of
Wisconsin

9:45 A.M. Break
10:00 A.M. The Mechanics of Volume Reduction and

Composting
Mr. Robert J. Burns - Roger Foundry &

Machine
1 1:00 A.M. Close Conference

1:00 P.M. Tours - Dependent Upon Available
Time:

Mitchell Park Conservatory
Boerner Arboretum
Milorganite Plant
Golf Courses

for PROFESSIONAL TURF MAINTENANCE
• Fumigants • Plant Foods
• Insecticides • Soil Conditioners
• Fungicides • Soil Structure
• Herbicides Builders

Swift Agricultural Chemicals Corp.
1919 Swift Drive

Oak Brook, III. Phone 312 - 325-4330

GOLFERS PLAY

. while we install your
irrigation system

one fairway at a time!
Free literature and list of installations on request.

~
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P. O. Box 4124 • Louisville, Ky. 40204

Phone 585-4305 • Area Code 502

ARTHUR CLESEN, INC.
DISTRIBUTOR

AGRICO & VERTAGREEN
FERTILIZER

312 - 537-2177

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE BY-LAWS OF THE
MIDWEST ASSOCIATION OF GOLF COURSE

SUPERINTENDENTS
PURPOSE:

To add a membership class to Article II, to recog-
nize retired members with less than 25 years as
a member. This class to be known as Class G -
Retired Member.

AMENDED THAT:
Class G - Retired Member (be added to) Article II
- Section 2 and shall read:

Any Class A, B, 0, E and F Member age 60, who
is retired and no longer seeking employment
within the scope of activities of any membership
class of this association, may apply to the Execu-
tive Committee in writing for Class G member-
ship. Class G Members shall have all rights of this
Association afforded the applicant in his imme-
diate previous classification. A Class G Member
shall be excused from payment of annual dues
and assessments.

AMENDED THAT UNDER ARTICLE II, SECTION 2:
Class AA, the words (except that of holding office)
be stricken and be replaced with the words (af-
forded the member in his immediate previous classi-
fication).

Submitted by BY-LAWS COMMITTEE-
Gene Palrud
Frank Dinelli
Joe Canale
Ed Smith


