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COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE
University of Illinois

WILL BIRCH TREES GO THE WAY OF THE ELM?
Birch trees are some of the most beautiful plants

available for gardeners in Chicagoland.
Sadly, these magnificent plants are threatened by

an insect pest which can kill the tree outright. This
pest is the bronze birch borer. In some localities nearly
all white or paper birches even large old trees, have
been destroyed by this pest.

Infestation is first noticed when tips of upper
branches turn brown. Large branches progressively
die back, until the entire tree succumbs. Infested
branches often appear swollen and brown, with
ridges around smaller ones.

An examination of the inner bark of infested
branches reveals numerous burrows, each four to five
feet long, crossing and recrossing, completely cutting
off circulation of sap. The burrows are tightly packed
with sawdust and each contains a slender white grub
about % of an inch long.

The larvea pupate in spring and emerge in June
as greenish bronze beetles which cut their way out
of the branches, leaving small, slightly oval holes.

Females deposit eggs in cracks in the bark. Hatch-
ing takes place in about ten days and the tiny borers
work their way into the tree to repeat the cycle, fur-
ther injuring the tree.

Control of this pest is difficult. Hatching larvae are
the only stage exposed to chemical control. The re-
commended material is Cygon (dimethoate). It should
be applied to trunk and branches the first of June
so that the larvae encounter it as they try to burrow
into the tree.

Trees should be fertilized and watered to maintain
active growth. Some overwintering larvae can be de-
stroyed by pruning out and burning dead branches
in early spring.

The most promising control appears to be a small,
parasitic wasp which is capable of boring through the
bark with its ovipositor to lay an egg on the borer
larva. Research is now in progress to find ways of
rearing and establishing this beneficial predator.

RAINBIRD SPRINKLERS
from

illinois lawn equipment inc.

The Oldest .nd Largest Tree Service in the World
- COMPLETE TREE CARE -

Pruning Tree Planting
Spr.ying Tree Removals
Feeding Inspedions

DAVEY TREE EXPERT CO.
O. S. SIMPKINS - PAUL MALLORY

District Mgrs.
1901 W. Algonquin Rd., Mt. Prospect, Ill. 60056

437-4080

LIQUID SOIL CONDITIONER

ARTHUR CLESEN, INC.

Area Code 3 12
658-5303

620 Webster St.
Algonquin, III.

60102

PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.
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We sell an air dried, uniform and
free flowing top dressing.

ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

HUMUS - BLACK SOil

HENRY FRENZER

1Q~®A-20
Kentucky Bluegrass
SOD and PLUGS
for Tees, Fairways and Collars

Here is the Bluegrass that gives you
upright growth tor a better lay of the
ball, takes short mowing, is disease
resistant, recovers faster from divot
injury and stays green longer.

FOR GREENS

CREEPING BENT SOD & STOLONS
Toronto C-15 • Pennpar • Cohansey C-7

1Q~
TURF NURSERY

8400 West 111th. Street
Palos Park, Illinois 60464

312/974-3000
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CHIP-CAL ® TRI-CALCIUM ARSENATE

AND A FULL LINE OF

TURF IMPROVEMENT PRODUCTS

FOR USE BY

THE GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENT.

INCLUDING:

• Buctril® BROMOXYNIL

• Turf Kleen

• MCPP

CHIPCO TURF PRODUCTS
New Brunswick, N. J.
08903

CHIPMAN DIVISION

F. D. CLAVEY RAVINIA NURSERIES, INC.
Roy F. Clavey, Pres.

Established 1885

TREES SHRUBS EVERGREENS
Introducers of

CLAVEY'S DWARF HONEYSUCKLE
BEVERLY FLOWERING CRAB

Rte. 2, Box 582, U.S. 45 & Knowles Rd.
Lake Villa, Illinois

312 - 223-8616

SMITHCO LITTLE BEAVER
RIDING SPIKER

from
illinois lawn equipment Inc.

Try our FUNGICIDES - HERBICIDES -
INSECTICIDES - LIQUID & SOLUBLE
FERTILIZERS - WETTING AGENTS

Since 1939

......T~N;.TJ·.,.."' .......By CO., INC.

phone (614) 373-1394 p. o. box 267 MARlEnA, 0.45750

Vandalism is an oft discussed subject and m;my
times in a "can you top this" manner. Everyone h~';,
witnessed varying degrees of damage and it's not
the purpose here to describe or itemize. The problem
is, what to do about vandal ism. If the act is one of .
considerable damage, it should of course, be reported
to the authorities and repeated acts might justify a
watchman. More pesky, however, are the thefts and
slight damage cases. Usually the stolen pin may be
found nearby or heel prints in greens quickly repaired.
What to do? Very little! Remove pins, ball washers,
tee markers, signs, etc. on nights with a history of
pranks. If you find someone on the course who is
not supposed to be there, you should not bodily ap-
prehend him, it can only be bad for you. Get his
name if you can and explain that he is not supposed
to be there and if vandalism is discovered, anyone
found. in the area will be booked by the police.

One of the worse solutions is to harrass and
threaten, this only serves to antagonize the tres-
passers and they may cause real damage in your ab-
sense. Besides, it is very difficult to carry out threats.
The reasonable approach is best. Good rapport with
the young people in the area will produce good
results.

by Roger LaRochelle

Nels J. Johnson, Tree Experts, Inc.
SINCE 1930

Complete, economical tree service for Private Estates, Parks,
Municipalities, Golf Courses Cemeteries, Schools, Industrial
Areas .

All phases of Arborlculture, Diagnosing, Pruning, Treating,
Transplanting, Fertilization, Hydraulic and Mist Spraying,
Removals, Stump Roul,n~, Municipal Forestry.

- FULLY INSURED-
GRADUATE FORESTERS • LICENSED ARBORISTS

MAIN OFFICE: 912 Pitner Avenue, Evanston, Illinois
Phones: GR eenleaf 5·1877 - GR 5·5255

Hinsdale, Illinois - FA 5-0970

On behalf of the Midwest Park & Recreation As-
sociation and the Northbrook Park District, you are
cordially invited to attend the 1972 Outdoor Equip-
ment Show on Tuesday, July 11th, Meadowhill Park,
Northbrook, Illinois. This show will include demon-
strations of all types of turf maintenance equipment,
building supplies, turf supplies, playground equip-
ment, etc. We are sure your membership will benefit
from their attendance and will have the opportunity
to express their needs and interests to the various
suppliers.

Our efforts to expand this show include profes-
sionals and laymen involved with golf courses, ceme-
tery and school maintenance programs and should be
an asset in making the show a success. Your member-
ship may attend this show between the hours of
1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Guests of the membership
will be welcomed. A registration fee of $3.00 for
members and guests will be charged to cover the
expenses of the show .

Very truly yours,
NORTHBROOK PARK DISTRICT
JOE H. DOUD
Park District Manager


