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The 18th hole at the Robert Trent Jones, 
Jr. designed course in Orland Park is the 
most difficult hole on the back side. It 
plays 421 yards from the tips, with bun
kering and water all down the right side to 
an elevated green.
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Midwest Winter Months

The news of the in person Golf Industry Show being cancelled was not really a 

surprise by the time the decision was made by all those who plan and manage the 

show. From attendees to purveyors, we have not heard one person say it was the 

wrong choice to cancel.

John Ekstrom 
Joliet PD

Simply, there are too many unknowns to hope that people will travel to Las Vegas in January/ 
February and attend. Since then GCSAA has announced the show will be online and from the abil
ity of software package they've subscribed to do this; it may change parts of the GIS forever.

Like the GCSAA, the Midwest leaders have been working through different scenarios for our 
annual winter events, like the Annual Meeting and Turf Clinic, the January Meeting and Fundraiser 
for the Wee One Foundation, the Hospitality Reception at the GIS, Assistant Workshops and Tech
nician Trainings. At present, the board has decided to hold our Annual Meeting online and adapt 
the Turf Clinic to bi-weekly online education. Rather than try and accomplish it all in one seating, 
(who wants to sit in front of their computer for a full day?), we're going to host hourly talks every 
other week online. We hope to offer something for everyone throughout the winter, focusing on 
different membership classes and topics to help you do
things better. The board has decided to

Our educational monthly meetings are easy enough to 
put together and once we're able to do so, we will. That's 
the rationale that the Midwest Board is using for events 
after the first of the year. If we need to continue to meet 
online, we will. If we can safely get together for face-to- 
face meetings, we'll do that instead. The group would like 
to hold some type of Hospitality event or maybe several 
smaller events throughout our region. The auction to sup
port the Wee One Foundation may be pushed back to our

hold our Annual Meeting 
online and adapt the Turf 
Clinic to bi-weekly online 
education.

first golf event of the season. The Board wants to continue to support the Wee One and all it does 
for our industry. We have not closed the planning book for the coming year, we're just writing our
own chapter in it as circumstance allows.

We're hopeful that by the time Spring comes around, we're able to hold meetings as we've 
historically done or at least in similar fashion to our meeting at Naperville Country Club and our 
upcoming meeting at Crystal Tree Golf and Country Club. Whatever the case, the Midwest will 
continue to revolve around its members and adapt to their needs. @

The Midwest Turf Clinic at Me- 
dinah Country Club is always a 
well-attended planned event 

and provides high quality 
education as our membership 
celebrates another completed 

golf season.
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BURNING NATURALIZED AREAS FOR SPRING SPRAY

When the golf season is complete 
and the course is nearly put away for 
winter it can be an exciting time for land 
managers that apply prescribed burn
ing to naturalized and grass areas. It is 

one of the enjoyable parts of our jobs when we can be a kid 
again. There comes an adrenaline rush with the responsibility 
and power of fire. As exciting as this time can be, and short 
lived, are we really feeling the burn? Or feeling "OUT" the 
burn?

Prescribed burning can be an easy land management 
practice and a quick method to see to large native expanses. 
As an advocate to promoting ecological programming, and 
a long career in the golf industry, I have learned that the
existence and management 
of native areas does not 
completely reduce a work
load or in many ways, inputs. 
Instead, it directs even more 
responsibility and time on the 
one or two technical individu
als that are looking to shake 
the workload weight in the 
first place! While a prescribed 
burn will reduce fuel load, but 
the burn, and burning too 
frequently can also scarify/ 
stratify unwanted weed seeds 
and could promote early 
growth of difficult to control 
weeds. The action benefits 
the weed in early competition 
against desirable plants mak
ing your weed situation worse.

Effective fires burn best between 50-70% relative humidity. Too dry 
and they burn too fast, too wet and they won't spread. Ideal tempera

tures for controlled burns are between 40-60 degrees F. Wind speed 
and direction should be favorable as well. Steady wind speeds between 

3-7 MPH are ideal. Direction of the wind should be watched as well 
depending on the surrounds (roadways, neighbors, etc.)

One approach to assist in achieving desired native or grass 
areas, without delving into all the facets and BMP's of land 
management, is applying pre-emergent herbicides in conjunc
tion with the benefits of fire. Pre-emergents are a great tool. 
In Spring, many turf grass operations have not kicked in full 
gear yet, and one may find time to tackle items off their laun
dry list, such as native or out of play grass areas. These areas

are difficult to maintain in season, require time, consume 
resources, and laborious work when growing. For managers 
with little time and few resources, a prescribed burn and pre- 
emergent control can be a simple answer to check the native 
management task off the list, reducing in season attention.
Making a detailed schedule of your expectations for these ar
eas goes without saying, and there are many ways to manage 
our unique sites. Although, success in achieving this goal and 
combining these two strategies together may be as simple as 
timing and patience. Balancing the fine line with naturalized 
areas are equally as important as the timelines we follow so 
diligently for turf.

Pre-emergent herbicides are designed to bond or adsorb 
to organic carbon (C-H bonds) relatively tightly to be effective.

Organic carbons are found in 
plant residue, soil, wood, and 
more. Thus, pre-emergents 
"walk a fine line" of being 
available for plant uptake, a 
necessity to kill a newly ger
minated seed that intercepts 
the preemergent layer or 
herbicide, or even becoming 
completely unavailable. The 
efficacy of a pre-emergent is 
highly determined on how 
much organic carbon is in the 
target area. An application of 
a pre-emergent in a mowed 
naturalized area with the 
residue left in place has a high 
potential of being locked up 
in organic residue. A timely ir
rigation event may potentially 
move the herbicide to the soil,

the intended target. However, if no irrigation or rainfall occurs 
more of the product will be broken down by U.V. light or 
adsorbed by thatch, and less easily moved to the target soil. 
A prescribed burn may remove all the dead material or thatch 
that could otherwise intercept a pre-emergent herbicide. Ad
versely, burning may also produce more ash and char, carbon 
(C-H) sites that could bind the preemergence herbicide more 
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tightly, lowering efficacy. The goal of a prescribed burn when 
coupled with a follow up preemergent herbicide application is 
to get the active ingredient to the soil. The best method while

Head burning uses the wind to move the fire by starting the fire on 
the upwind side of the area. This method creates a fire that burns 
hotter, moves rapidly and can be more difficult to control and are 

less effective at removing material.

burning is to do a slow Back Burn. This will cause more of the 
organic material to leave the target area as smoke and or ash 
(as CO2 and as organic carbon particulates [smoke]). Avoid 
fast, Head-Burns that may not burn or ride the area of the 
organic fuel load completely. This will potentially leave more 
ash and char in the target area (C-H) to bind a pre-emergent 
before it can reach the soil.

The program is a complex scenario where "one size does 
not fit all". Consider several options. Do not feel obligated 
to burn all sites annually. Create a burn schedule in detail 
based on expectations, necessity, and severity of your sites. If 
feasible, try a Fall prescribed burn and an early application of 
a pre-emergent in Spring. During a Spring burn, time your 
burn date prior to a rain event (easier said than done!). I 
recommend Back-Burning a Spring burn for natives. Thus, 
burning the fuel load and site hot and thorough. If you are 
burning fine fescues, only burn a fast Head-Burn. Again, 
attempt to time the burn prior to a rain event. Apply your 

pre-emergent several days to a week after rain. The rain will 
help dilute and clear your burn site area of any residual car
bon, increasing efficacy of your pre-emergent. As we know, 
burning will also warm up soil temps and activate a growth 
response. A follow up rain event will also escalate growth ac
tivation. The window between post burn and pre-emergent is 
the most crucial time when combining the two. As a super
intendent pick and choose where to apply pre-emergents. 
Understand that efficacy may be lost, or you have no need in 
certain areas.

Back burning is the term given to the process of lighting vegetation 
in such a way that it has to burn against the prevailing wind. This 

produces a slower moving and more controllable fire.

Always consult with your local authorities to see if a per
mit is needed; most communities now require one or at least 
notification when burning is carried out.

It's better to burn fine fescues using a the Head-Burn method; a quicker 
moving fire will have less potential for harming the crown of the plant 

and help to remove unwanted leaf litter to make a herbicide spray 
more effective.
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SOME DATES TO REMEMBER

October 19 - MAGCS monthly meeting and 
Ryder Cup format golf event at Crystal Tree Golf 
& Country Club in Orland Park, IL, Ste n Hope 
host superintendent.

MlCCt
OCT 20

Welcome to fall! And let's also welcome our newest MAGCS mem
bers, who are:

Jaymeson Wilcox, Class C, Crystal Tree Golf and Country Club 
Jon Burchett, Class DE, Whisper Creek Golf Course

Best Wishes and good for
tune to Virgil Range, former 
assistant superintendent 
at Aurora Country Club on 
his landing the golf course 
superintendent's position at 
Kishwaukee Country Club in 
DeKalb, IL. Virg and Rocket, 
his goose-chasing dynamo
start their tenure at "Kish" on October 5th. Best of luck to you, 
Virgil, and thank you for 10 great years!

The last MAGCS golf event of 2020 is just around the corner, and 
it's the always-fun Ryder Cup format, with partners playing six holes 
of scramble, six best ball and six alternate shot. Our host club is 
Crystal Tree Golf & Country Club in Orland Park, with Stephen 
Hope, Assistant Jaymeson Wilcox, and crew providing the golf 
course conditioning. Hope to see you there!

MAGCS OCTOBER MEETING 

DATE: Ocotober 19 

Crystal Tree Golf and Country Club 

Stephen Hope, Host 

Two-Man Championship

Congratulations to LONGTIME member and past president Peter 
Leuzinger on his recent feat of athletic prowess. On September 
1st, Peter shot his age AND par while playing his favorite course 
near his retirement home in Arizona—a smooth 72! Nice to know

we can get better at some
thing as we get older. To be 
clear, by "retirement home," 
I wasn't meaning "Retire
ment Home" like Silver Sands 
or Foggy Acres; I meant his 
home. Where he lives. While 
being retired. Anyway, just 
wanted to clear that up. 
Cheers Pete!

The news regarding golf remains very positive, according to Golf 
Datatech, LLC, which reported that U.S. retail golf equipment sales 
for August 2020 were up nearly 32% over last August, and exceed
ed the previous all-time high for the month, set in 2006, by 15%.

Bull Sheet continued on next...
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....Bull Sheet from page 7.

In less than a year from now, the world of Long Ballers will 
descend on the Chicagoland area, as Ultimate Long Drive, 
Inc. has secured September 11 through 19 at Cog Hill Golf & 
Country Club for its 2021 Amateur Long Drive and Xtreme 
Long Drive competitions. Should be a fun week for Chris 
Flick and his staff, with Titleists falling from the sky like hail
stones the size of, well, golf balls.

OK, why not? What do you get if you divide the circumfer
ence of a pumpkin by its diameter?
Pumpkin 'Tis the season.

If you are a customer of Martin Implement, take note that it 
has joined Alta Equipment Group, and will be serving you as 
Alta Equipment going forward. Their new ad is on page 17.

Another equipment company on the move is Textron Spe
cialized Vehicles, which is relocating all manufacturing of 
Jacobsen professional turf equipment to its facility in Ipswich, 
U.K. The Ipswich plant, which currently builds Jacobsen and 
Ransomes mowers, has been in operation for more than 187 
years.

The Sunshine -■Course at the Midwest Golf House is getting 
a face lift; Wadsworth Golf Construction did the heavy lifting 
guided by Doug Myslinksi with $75,000 donated by the Wad
sworth Golf Charities Foundation. Newer grasses have been 
seeded to replace the now 16 year old varieties as well as the 
installation of test bunkers featuring popular liners used today.

Facility Package, available to everyone on the maintenance 
team, includes 78 education sessions which can be viewed 
the week of the event as well as on-demand with 30 days of 
extended access. The package also includes the virtual trade 
show, networking events, virtual visits from special guests, 
and more for $850 ($1,050 for non-GCSAA members) for an 
unlimited number of staff members. Each registered member 
will receive 3.0 CEU's. Individual All-Access Packages are also 
available for $600 ($750 non-member).

GCSAA has also announced that it will sponsor the first-ever 
African American Golf EXPO and Forum to be held in Atlanta, 
GA on February 20-23 as a Tournament Sponsor. The event 
will take place at the Marietta Hotel and Conference Center 
and will bring together community leaders, golf enthusiasts 
and professionals working within the golf community to 
promote economic inclusion and diversity in the $84 billion 
industry.

The United States Golf Association will build a second head
quarters in Pinehurst, N.C., and why wouldn't they? It's no 
secret that Pinehurst and the USGA have a special relation
ship—in the last 30 years, Pinehurst and its famed No. 2 
course have played host to more championship events than 
any other site in the nation.

AND they'll build this new headquarters—dubbed Golf House 
Pinehurst—without CEO Mike Davis, who will be leaving the 
organization by the end of 2021 to team with golf course 
designer Tom Fazio II in a new business venture named Fazio 
& Davis Golf Design.

The Sunshine Course has been seeded and will be ready for research in 
2021. It was a great August/September to complete this project

Q: What mammoth trees line the fairways at Sandra Bemis 
and Chris Balogh's course?
A: Giant Renwoods.

GCSAA has announced group pricing discounts for its Vir
tual 2021 Golf Industry Show in February. The All-Access

Golf witticism of the month (from Sam Snead): If a man 
comes home with sand in his cuffs and cockleburs in his 
pants, don't ask him what he shot.

John Jensen is a Reinders guy, which sells stuff to golf 
courses. Jerry Kelly is a PGA Tour and Champions Tour guy 
who plays on golf courses. A coincidence?
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October's "Clavin-ism:" Did you know—it's a little-known 
fact—that the most famous left-handed golfer in history has 
a dirty secret? He DOES. Phil Mickelson, or "Lefty" as he's 
known, was born a righty! He simply mirrored his father's left
handed swing as a child, and never looked back.

You know how it's basically the death penalty if you give your 
GCSAA credentials to someone else to use to get into the 
Masters? Apparently the folks at Augusta National frown on 
people scamming them out of actual tickets, too. A Georgia 
man who brought his family into a scheme to make mon
ey—an estimated $530,00 over the course of five years—by 
defrauding the Augusta National Golf Club out of Masters 
tickets was recently sentenced to 28 months in prison and a 
$157,494 fine. His parents, who were in on the scheme, paid 
$59,000 each in fines as well. All the fines collected have 
gone to local charity and the First Tee, which is nice.

Golfdom magazine was very kind to MAGC5 last month, 
featuring two of our members in articles. Jeff Vercautren 
of Rich Harvest Farms penned an article titled "Living on the 
Edge" about his attention to detail on the course, particularly 
with edging EVERYTHING from cart paths, sprinkler heads, 
and bunkers to keeping cutting edges sharp on mowing 
equipment. In Golfdom Insider, Sam MacKenzie, CGCS MG 
and Olympia Fields Country Club were featured in "Olympia 
Fields CC and the BMW Championship: Not its first rodeo." 
The story told of the many championships the club has held, 
including three PGA Tour events in the last five years. It also 
highlighted Sam's take on the effects of COVID on his prepa
ration and execution of the BMW in late August. Good stuff 
from both of these MAGCS members.

Dan Tully sharing his thoughts with 
Architect Drew Rogers on some of 

the changes he's working on at Pine 
Hills.

Fist bumps and social distancing 
were new features of the day at 

Pine Hills.

More fist bumps. Nick Marfise and 
Dustin Hu gen greet.

Tacos. The food never disappoints.

Also getting famous in print was Dave Blomquist of Chica- 
goland Turf. As a former superintendent and current distribu
tor rep, Dave had some heady observations on Early Order 
Programs (EOPs) in September's GCM magazine in its "Guide 
to EOP."

GCSAA President John Fulling gave Tom 
Prichard his watch after Prichard told 
him the GCSAA watch he's worn every 
day for the past umpteen years broke!

Another September has passed, and with it another outstand
ing Wee One Fundraiser at Pine Hills in Sheboygan, Wl—the 
17th year we have been fortunate enough to be invited to 
play such a great golf course. And NO hole in one on #9 this 
year! It just doesn't seem right, does it? Many thanks to 
superintendent Rod Johnson, CGCS and the awesome staff 
at Pine Hills who bend over backward to provide participants 
with a great day of hospitality, great golf, friendship, and 
brats and tacos! or

The day looked a 
little different as 

there was no congre
gating before golf, 
attendees warmed 
up and made their 

way to their carts and 
enjoyed the day on 

the links.

Mumps made it. It was a long 
walk but he survived to get 

hydration.

I think it's wet. Chad Ball is not 
too happy with his tee shot on 

the 8th hole.
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HALLORAN &

SINCE 1967

28322 BALLARD DRIVE 
LAKE FOREST, IL 60045

YAUCH, INC.
IRRIGATION 
SYSTEMS

847-281-9400-Telephone
847-281-9780 - Fax
service@hyirrigation.com

Irrigation Installation & Repairs

Pump Station Start Up & Replacement

Irrigation Wiring Troubleshooting

Irrigation Pipe & Supplies

Drinking Fountains and HDPE Fusing

Drainage & Aerators

Complete System Installation 
Renovation Project Modifications 

Irrigation System Evaluations 
Sprinkler & Control System Updates

Jim Boyer Mike Skopik
(563) 213-0810 (563) 564-6908

10 ISICOURSE 10/20

mailto:service@hyirrigation.com


GAIN A NEW PERSPECTIVE
ON LARGE PATCH 
CONTROL AND MORE

Ascernity® fungicide combines 
an advanced SDHI and the proven 

cooling DMI to bring broad-spectrum 
disease control into focus.

Z Delivers long-lasting control as the cornerstone
of the Syngenta Large Patch Assurance Program

Z Excels at controlling foliar diseases including
▼ anthracnose, brown patch and dollar spot

No heat restrictions

See more at GreenCastOnline.com/Ascernity or contact your local Syngenta territory manager:

Brian Winkel | brian.winkel@syngenta.com | (630) 391-2170

o o o @SyngentaTurf #Time4Ascernity

company y Ascernity
Fungicide

All photos are either the property of Syngenta or are used with permission.

©2020 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. Some products may not be registered for sale or use in all states or counties 
and/or may have state-specific use requirements. Please check with your local extension service to ensure registration and proper use. Ascernity®, 
GreenCast®, the Alliance Frame, the Purpose Icon and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. All other trademarks are the property 
of their respective owners.

FROM SMITHCO AND TEEJET® TECHNOLOGIES

STAR COM MAN
The Next Generation of S

EXPERIENCE TOTAL CONTROL
• Control droplet size for greater efficacy 

independent of rate or speed.

• Spray from 2 to 10 mph. Up to twice as 

fast as other sprayers.

• Get the ongoing support of Smithco 
andTeeJet®.

• Plus the dependability of the only GPS sprayers 

tested over 4 years by superintendents.

Start with the 2 finest sprayers Smithco makes.

The Spray Star 3180 and 2000. Both factory-fitted 
with a Dyna)et® Nozzle Control System and Aeros 

Field Computer from Tee)et.

EQUIPMENT
burrisequipment.com

-

Smithco.com

WAUKEGAN
2216 N. Greenbay Rd. 
Waukegan, IL 60087 
847.336.120
LAKEMOOR
27919 Concrete Dr. 
Ingleside, IL 60041 
815.363.4100
JOLIET
2001 Cherry Hill Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60433 
8115.464.6650
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Crystal Tree Golf and Country Club

Luke Cella, MAGCS Photo CreditsIuke Cella

When I met with Stephen we took a tour of the course and it was readily apparent that he enjoys golf 

and takes pleasure in presenting the course; he changed a couple of tee blocks sharing the way he likes 

to play the hole and how it sets up for different golfers. It's great to see someone excited about the game 

and his chosen profession.

Stephen is from Henderson Kentucky, a city on the Ohio 
River, the same hometown of John James Audubon, the 
famed naturalist and ornithologist. The first course Stephen 
worked at was Crosswinds Golf Course in Bowling Green, 
Kentucky and as he described it, "one of the flattest courses 
you'll find." It was built by a paving company. Stephen went 
to college in Bowling Green at Western Kentucky, studied

Stephen and Molly Hope began their married life a couple of weeks ago.

Horticulture and specialized in Turfgrass Management. He's a 
Hill Topper with a passion for golf.

He came to this area working a dual internship at both 
Wynstone and Merit Club learning the different styles and 
programs between Curtis James and John Nelson, respec
tively. He followed Curtis to Old Elm for a stint then made his 
way to Ivanhoe working for Tom Prichard. Thereafter, Stephen 
found his way to Canyata Golf Club in Marshall Illinois as the 
Golf Course Superintendent where he oversaw many different 
projects including a bunker redo on this Golf Digest's top 100 
course. He then returned to the north, working at Merit Club 
for a summer before becoming the Golf Course Superinten
dent at Crystal Tree Golf and Country Club three years ago.

His energy and passion for the business is great to see 
as he scans the grounds. The playing areas of the course are 
really dialed in, the Poa/bent greens look smooth and true. 
Like many other courses this summer, his members have been 
playing golf non-stop. The club had to institute a guest policy 
that reduced the hours for guest play to accommodate their 
members. Stephen attributes the conditioning of the course 
to his staff, some have been there for 30 years and his as
sistant Jaymeson Wilcox, a new MAGCS member that made 
his way into golf from sports turf management after retiring 
from the Army.

The golf course was designed by Robert Trent Jones, 
Jr, and Doug Myslinksi updated the bunkering, an ongoing

12 ISICOURSE 10/20



project as budgeting and time allows to complete in house. 
The majority of the green bunkers are finished with Best 
sand, while there are still some fairway bunkers to complete, 
a process that Stephen has great experience from his days at 
Wynstone when they underwent a similar project. He redid all 
the bunkers at Canyata using the capillary concrete liner, and 
now he's using a blankets under the sand at Crystal Tree.

The terrain that encompasses the golf course is quite 
undulating for a golf course surrounded by homesites in the 
region. Players need to be cognizant of their ball position, 
even in the middle of the fairway where a flat lie is seldom 
found. Par is protected by numerous bunkers and undulating 
greens. The hazards present themselves from many of the tee
ing areas, compressing the landing areas in the player's mind, 
even though there is ample room to play a shot safely.

Stephen has a great eye to tie in the periphery of the 
playing grounds. He's been cleaning out the understory/ 
overgrown/unmanaged areas that are in the line of sight of 
play. It's a process that takes time but makes a great impact 
being able to see through to other features of the golf course. 
The trees left still provide a backdrop and offer an amount of 
depth perception, but by opening up the viewing lane, there

(continued on next page...)

Rolling the faces of the bunkers helps shots to roll down 
into the flat areas of the hazards and keeps golfers 

happy with flat lies and less plugged shots.

An ongoing project is cleaning out the understories of tree groupings 
and planting turf as pictured here on the left side of the fairway and 

behind the green on 18.
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...Super-n-Site from page 13

is a feeling of greater space and openness to the property. 
Stephen has plenty of projects lined up to improve the prop
erty as time, budget, and staffing allow.

There are many homes that line the property as part of 
the Crystal Tree development. Stephen spends a fair amount 
of his time talking with homeowners when changes are 
made on the golf course property adjacent to land owners. 
While we were talking about a few homeowners in particu
lar, I thought this is part of the job that every superintendent 
that manages a course in a housing development deals with 
regularly. It should be part of the job description, it requires 
some skill and patience that are necessary to keep neighbors 
neighborly.

that all the members would see with a limited amount of 
funds. He wisely spent the funds on the entrance to the 
club, cleaning out many years of overgrowth, installing, new 
sod, signs and new plant material. Each member and guest 
that heads into the club is welcomed by a trimmed and kept 
entrance that is indicative of the rest of the property that Ste
phen manages. Stephen, Jaymeson, and staff are excited to 
host the MAGCS Two-Man Championship this October and 
welcome us to Crystal Tree.

Stephen has a great attitude and is always open to new 
ideas and not afraid to share them. He told me it's one of 
the reasons he's on Twitter. He saw what others are doing to
smooth the bunker faces (modified paint rollers) while hand

The arrival to any property is important for first impressions. Ste
phen and staff gave a face lift to the street entrance (inset) that all

raking the bottom - a practice he modified a little to make it clubhouse.

work at Crystal Tree. His cart is outfitted with some multipur
pose clamps that safely hold his moisture meter in the irrigat
ing months, another idea he found on the Twittersphere.

Stephen was tasked earlier this year to make an impact

must go through before driving up past the practice facility to the
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IN GROUND WIRELESS SENSOR
MEASURES RECORDS MONITORS

MOISTURE SALINITY

TEMPERATURE LIGHT

10 MINUTE INSTALLATION
Visit clesens.com/spiio for more information

Kevin West 
(708) 341 -1687 

k.west@arthurclesen.com

John Lamkin 
(708) 259-4354 

j.lamkin@arthurclesen.com

Dustin Peterson 
(309) 314-1937 
dpeterson@clesenproturf.com 

Nick Bannach 
(847) 561-3139 
nbannach@clesens.com

JWTURF John Deere
GOLF

SINCE 1987

SALES, 
SERVICE &

PARTS
WHATEVER YOU NEED!

180 Corporate Drive 
Elgin, IL 

(847)683-4653

Not just John Deere, JW Turf has over 30 allied product lines.

BERNHARD

STIHL

WW CS2EE9
-JFatecro.

•DAKOTA* Wiedenmann
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...Director's Column from page 3

Waupaca Sand & Solutions 
Sales: Chris 630-336-7626 

Customer Service: 715-258-8566 
www.WaupacaSand.com

nelsjohnsontree.com
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SALES|SERVICE|RENTALS|PARTS

TORO FINN laiceuci-ii

O NEW HOLLAND NEW HOLLAND

Kubota.
VOLVO

Volvo Construction Equipment

When it comes to Turf 
Nutrition Technology, 
there are Lea^erJ and 

' there are Followers.
Biostimulants -1991 

Humic Acid -1992 

Amino Acids - 2000 

Anti-Oxidants - 2001 

Plant Defense - 2002 

Crenic Saprins - 2005 

Root Exudates - 2007 

Glycomics - 2014

I
 Go with the Leader.

i FLORATINE

616.805.4718 / www.greatlakesturf.com

Wauconda, IL | South Elgin, IL | Orland Park, IL | Ottawa, IL 
Spring Grove, IL | Bloomington, IL | Gary, IN

Visit us online at ALTAEQUIPMENT.COM or call at 844-Go2-Alta
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MURPHYS • EST. 1957
Seaborn Flags

Buy 18Custom Embroidered Flags, Receive 6 Free

Order today from Pendelton Turf Supply 

Kristin Clark
414.640.2241 608.228.1782

Tracy Murphy 
11550 Archer Ave. 
Lemont, IL 60439

630-257-6701 phone 
630-257-5194 fax

Asphalt Paviny and Sealing www.iemontpaving.com

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL • CART PATHS

CHAD O. HAUTH
AREA SALES MANAGER

Crop Science Division 
Bayer CropScience LP 
Environmental Science

39W355 Weaver Lane
Geneva, IL 60134
Mobile: 1-630-945-2123 
chad .hauth@bayer.com 
www.bayer.com

PRECISION
LABORATOR IES

Results.Expect it:

www.precisionlab.com

Precision Laboratories, LLC 
1429 S. Shields Drive
Waukegan, IL 60085 
(800) 323-6280 Office 
(847) 596-3017 Fax

Authorized

Club Car
Distributor

INAI/IUCK-----GOLF-----

ERIC NADLER 
President

OS]OO North Farnsworth Avenue 

Aurora Illinois 6o$O2 

630.898.1616 

630.898.1638 Fax 

eric@nadlergolf. com 

www. nadlergolf. com

Golf Cars • Utility Vehicles 

Sales • Service • Leasing

CHIP HOUMES
District Manager

Mobile: (217) 260-6943
Twitter: ©precisionJabs 

choumes@precisionlab.com 
80 N 2500 E Road, Hoopeston, IL 60942

HP
Virtual Base Network 

Todd Ford, General Manager 
510 N Main Ave
Ladd, IL 61329 
(847) 508.2531 

www.HPRTK.net

-------------------------J--------------------------

PLANT YOUR LEGACY
Learn how at: barusa.com

3BARENBRUG

18 |§|COURSE 10/20

http://www.iemontpaving.com
mailto:hauth@bayer.com
http://www.bayer.com
http://www.precisionlab.com
mailto:choumes@precisionlab.com
http://www.HPRTK.net
barusa.com


Midwest’s Largest Golf Car Distributor I ©YAMAHA
[Golf, Utility, 4-Passenger & Custom Golf Ca BUNKER SAND

m ILLINOIS LOCATION:B B * jk 549 Heartland Drive, Suite A■■ ff B Br Bw B W SuQar IL 60554 |||M||>B>|^9 @ (630) 466-5239
—Z, ■ HI " I.S." IOWA LOCATION:
r\ i r Ano w 9875 Kapp c°urt| _| || }■> I fl W JSf Peosta, IA 52068kV^V/LJI (563) 582-7390

Niblick
• Natural sand darker in color
• Reminiscent of Scottish links style courses
• Offers firm ball support

Pro/Angle®
• 100% angular bunker sand
• 99.7% pure quartz, free from silt, clay & contaminants in other sands.

SALES S SERVICE

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 9-1

CHECK US OUT...

WISCONSIN LOCATION: 
13900 Leetsbir Road 

Sturtevant, Wl 53177
(262) 886-2816

Shoreline Delivers mark@shorelineaggregate.com
219.878.9991 shorelineaggregate.com

• Off-white color has desired aesthetics with resistance to “fried eggs”

Riviera
• Superior drainage
* Versatile bunker material
• Easy to maintain
• Performance driven bunker sand with preferred playability

Brian Termini
Fleet and Specialty Sales
Chicago/Northern Illinois

cell 847.204.8373
fax 847.890.6698
email btermini@textron.com

SOIL ANALYSIS EXPERTS
Balanced Soil Means Healthy Turf

V. J. ZOLMAN
Associates

56 YEARS OF SERVICE
Soil, Water, Tissue Analysis, USGA Physical Analysis 

Audubon/Environmental Analysis

Tel: 630-964-9702 Fax: 630-964-9769

7100 Blackburn Avenue, Downers Grove, IL 60516 
www. soilanalysisexperts, com 

Lab Services by Brookside Laboratories, Inc.

BASF
We create chemistry

Andy Morris
Sales Representative 

BASF Turf and Ornamental Team 
Cell: 309-264-9942 
@amorris_andrew

You see beautiful turf. We see beautiful soil.
\b/EarthWorksll/f

A Deeper Respect

Chad Kuzawa 616-255-2818 • wwwEarthWorksTurf.com

John"JT"Turner
Territory Manager, 
Aquatrols

Q 1-630-215-6110
-2T 1-630-443-7807
as jturner@aquatrols.com

9 40W665 Campton Woods Drive 
Elburn, IL 60119
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COMMENTARY

Golf’s Little Giveback
Luke Celia, CGCS

I know we'll be looking back on 
the COVID impact on golf for 
many years to come. For those 
on the maintenance side, it's 
been a wild ride from fighting the 
State to maintain our properties, 
walking twosomes, to booked 
tee sheets and record numbers of 
rounds. From a player's perspec
tive, golf has been quite a respite.

When people hear what I do, I'm 
always asked, "Do you play a lot 
of golf?"

ter where they are pointed.

Golfers always think they hit the ball farther than they actually 
do.

No one likes to tell other golfers in their group when their ball is 
out of play.

Healthy, tall roughs really slow down the pace of play.

Most people don't putt out, unless it means something. Poorly 
placed holes can ruin a round, especially if the greens are quick 
and run out.

My standard answer is, "Do you want my answer or what my wife 
thinks?" They are two different viewpoints completely. I like to play 
the game when I'm playing well. I try not to take it for granted 
when I'm not; that's hard to do.

A few times this year, while playing with friends not in our industry, 
we've been paired up at a couple of different courses in our area. 
That says a lot, right there. The first time we were paired with a 
father and son who by no means played golf often. The second 
time was a husband and wife who played nine holes every once 
in a while, we just happened to catch them on their first 18 hole 
round this year. When I went out the last time, we had a threesome 
and found a single waiting to see if he could find a group to join. 
He played in a weekly league and wanted to get a round in before 
the league's upcoming championship matches. It reminded me of 
my childhood, riding to one of the Chicago Forest Preserve Courses 
on my bike with clubs on my back, getting paired up with whoever 
would be there. While it's nice to just play with those you know, it's 
been an opportunity for me to see how people interact with the 
game and the course. I've observed:

Players that are good enough to regularly make ball marks at
tempt to fix them. I say attempt because they really don't know 
how to do so. Those who don't regularly make ball marks, don't 
know they make them, and it's ludicrous for us to expect them 
to fix them (unless it is right in their sight line of a forthcoming 
putt, which if it is, will only get tamped down with the putter 
head).

Divots taken during practice swings don't get replaced; if any are 
replaced at all, it's only the one that was made when they hit the 
ball.

Golfers line themselves up off a tee with the tee blocks, no mat-

If golf etiquette was never taught, it may never be learned.

After walking many of these rounds this year, I've really come to 
the realization that golf carts have disconnected people from the 
game and the course. Their focus is getting to their ball, not the 
cart path nor the sign that tells them to stay on the path. Add 
their phone to the mix and they could be playing golf on the 
moon, not the turf you manage.

Golfers do appreciate many things though most don't know some
one is responsible for it:

• Smooth greens that hold their line.
• Fair cupping locations.
• Level teeing areas with a healthy stand of turf (espe

cially on holes where irons are used from the tee).
• Maintained tree lines that are not overgrown and 

impact intended ball flight around teeing areas.
• Turf that is evenly irrigated with minimal wet spots.
• Well maintained fairways.
• Fair rough.
• Smooth cart paths.
• Clean and functioning rest rooms.
• Adequate garbage receptacles.
• Practice areas and putting greens ...(this list is end

less).

The single observation I've made 
of every golfer is the joy and 
escape the game provides no 
matter the mindset, skill level, or 
pandemic-thank you.

Slow play is still an 
anathema for all.
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DELIVERING EXTRAORDINARY
laune water resource solutions

TO STRENGTHEN YOUR 
EVERYDAY OPERATING NEEDS

• Well Drilling & 

Rehabilitation

• Pump Repair & 

Installation

• Well & Irrigation 

Pump Maintenance

• Emergency Repair

Aurora, IL

Tom Healy
tom.healy@layne.com
630.897.6941

Beecher, IL

Jeff Stollhans
jeff.stollhans@layne.com
779.701.7667
Joe Eisha
joseph.eisha@layne.com
708.946.2244

company

layne.com

advancedturf.com O < © @AdvancedTurf

Advanced
®

TURF SOLUTIONS
Fertilizer, chemical, and seed solutions for your golf course.

Illinois - New Location!
24317 W 143rd Street, Unit 103 

Plainfield, IL 60544 
(815) 556-1370

Illinois
1225 Lunt Avenue 

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007 
(847)258-5904

Wisconsin
2556 Advance Road, Unit C 

Madison, Wl 53718 
(608) 709-1331

Todd Fregien
< @ToddFregien_ATS

(414) 949-1089
tfregien@advancedturf.com

Rusty Stachlewitz
* @RustyStack

(630) 779-0761
rstachlewitz@advancedturf.com

Craig Shepherd
* @Shepdog2101982

(563) 213-1632
cshepherd@advancedturf.com

Mike Werth
* @werthashot

(608) 214-7011
mwerth@advancedturf.com
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PUT LONG-LASTING DISEASE
PROTECTION INTO MOTION
Featuring three leading active ingredients in different FRAC groups. Posterity® XT and
Posterity Forte fungicides are the driving forces for powerful disease protection that lasts.

PosterityXT
Fungicide

y Posterity Forte
Fungicide

UP TO 28 DAYS OF CONTROL of 
more than 20 diseases including 
BROWN PATCH, SUMMER PATCH 
and DOLLAR SPOT

BROAD-SPECTRUM CONTROL of more 
than 25 cool-season turf diseases on 
fairways, tees, greens or roughs

SPRING DEAD SPOT control plus 
TAKE-ALL ROOT ROT control

UP TO 28 DAYS of strong DOLLAR 
SPOT control with added BROWN 
PATCH and LEAF SPOT protection

Find your fit at GreenCastOnline.com/PosterityXT and GreenCastOnline.com/PosterityForte
or contact your local Syngenta territory manager: Brian Winkel | brian.winkel@syngenta.com | (630) 391-2170

6 0 0 ©SyngentaTurf #Time4Posterity

syngenta
All photos are either the property of Syngenta or are used with permission.

©2020 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. Some products may not be registered for sale or use in all states or counties and/or may have state
specific use requirements. Please check with your local extension service to ensure registration and proper use. GreenCast®, Posterity®, the Alliance Frame, the Purpose Icon and the 
Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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