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Solutions & Supplies for the Green Industry
911 Tower Road, 

Mundelein, IL (888) 838-5778

Toro Outcross™ 9060

ALWAYS IN SEASON

‘I I
Toro Reelmaster® 3555-D / 3575-D

Toro Workman® GTX
: -,

LIJ company
l DOUBLÉ EAGLE

Foley United 
ACCU-Sharp Master

COMMERCIAL EQUIPMENT SALES
John Jensen, Sales Manager
(414)313-5130
Brian Placzkowski
(815)347-3888

Joe Etten
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front cover
St. Charles Country Club finally decided 
to rebuild their 2nd Green. Chuck Barber 
takes us through the process, kicking off 
the fall construction & renovation season.
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Though we never hit the 100 degree temperature mark, the summer 
of 2018 tested many Superintendents and their staffs especially 
when combined with the weather of the spring months. Aerification 
season can’t come quick enough for some.
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Director’s Column
Brian Stout

The Bull Sheet
John Gurke

Nature of the Game
Dave Ward / Kati Bernardy
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10/2 October Meeting at Seven Bridges,

Dave Gelino & Don Ferreri hosts

12/s Midwest Turf Clinic & Annual Meeting, 

Medinah Country Club, Steve Cook host
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Midwest Association of Golf Course Superinten
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Your source for pickup & delivery of fresh-cut Bentgrass sod. 
Contact us for wholesale pricing in your region today!
630.669.0384 Paul Carlson, President
847.404.4346 Pete Kiraly, VP of Production company
www.GreenSourceUSA.com

Science Based...Performance Driven

Exclusive Distributors of Fioratine Products Jim Johnson 616-292-0260
Bill Burford 219-713-3547

.|.0 Taylor Doorlag 269-303-0371
Dave Behrman 708-878-6248
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| DIRECTOR'S COLUMN |

Brian Stout
The Arboretum Club

All Quiet on the Forum Front

They way superintendents get information, share ideas, and even vent frustra

tions has changed over the past few years. One significant change is the use of 

social media to obtain information and left in its wake are forum pages that once 

were found all over the internet.

I remember back in my days of being an assistant superintendent checking the forums 
at lunch break. I would do this with my boss Ron. It was a great way to see what other supers 
were dealing with from around the country. Whether it was the GCSAA or TurfNet forum, both 
had their share of questions. It was a great way to learn new ideas and see how colleagues ap
proached aerification, fertility programs, watering, etc. I remember one specific topic that gar
nered a lot of attention was how raking bunkers was approached. Yes, it was a popular post, there 
were 10 plus pages where fellow superintendents shared their ideas and offered their ten-cent ap
proach on the topic. It seemed each day there were 10 or so new posts to look and read through. 
It was a great learning tool that helped me develop and grow to eventually become a superinten
dent.

Now when I occasionally visit one of these forum sites I see maybe one or two new posts 
every few days. Why the decrease in activity? Are all of people's turf problems solved? No, social 
media has replaced the internet forum. Now people turn to Twitter and Facebook to ask and 
answer life's questions about turf. The ability to upload pics/videos and comment from our smart
phones instantly, has replaced the more labor intensive process transferring photos to a computer. 
And we are all about saving on labor. People can ask a question on twitter and have it answered in 

minutes. The other big change is that information finds 
us, we don't have to seek it out. We're notified of new 

...social media has replaced the posts or tweets- gone are the days of carving out specific 
time to go and seek out information - it hits us whether 

internet forum... we want it or not.

Depending on who you follow you can be introduced to a variety of information. Vendors 
post regularly about new products and equipment. Lots of the time they are accompanied by a 
video. By clicking on a post you can see other people's comments and ask a question specific for 
your needs. This can open up a discussion amongst your peers and provide valuable insight to 
a product or equipment that was not possible on forums. This was evident with this year's U.S. 
Open. Everyone in the golf course Twitter world had their opinion on how the USGA set up the 
course. With the ability to comment anonymously, some of the posts were hilarious.

A couple of Twitter handles are even specifically created for those pesky problems. Are you 
having one of those days? There are plenty of other people who go through the same thing and 
Twitter allows you to share your frustration, while maybe providing a few laughs for your fellow 
supers. One of my favorites is: @grumpysuper - the place to post your golfer/staff/weather frustra
tions and to help realize that you are not alone.

The next time you want to share some valuable or need to know information, better 
results may await on social media rather than posting on the internet forums. One thing I have 
learned is the turf Twitter universe is always glad to help and provide some funny relief.



Chuck Barber, St. Charles Country Club Photo Credits: Chuck Barber

Golf putting green construction in the modern era has revolved around the USGA method. This method 

was developed in 1960 and has been modified from time to time as needed as our understanding of put

ting green construction evolves.

It is not the only method of putting green construction in 
rebuilding or establishing new greens. It has been the most 
commonly used construction method, including 15 of the 27 
greens at St. Charles Country Club

I have referred to St. Charles Country Club as "Time Travel" 
Country Club in this publication before. Our 27 greens on 24 
holes (3 practice greens included) include push-up, or native 
soil greens that were first established in 1924. Those same 
greens were all rebuilt in the late 1950's and early 1960's by 
Art Benson, Sr. using a variety of soils and construction meth
ods. St. Charles Country Club then regrassed their greens in 
the late 1970's in response to C 15 decline, or bacterial wilt 
of Toronto Creeping Bentgrass on the same native soil greens. 
Then, in 1986 the club moved from its original location to a 
new plot of land north of Country Club Road in a land swap 
with Arthur Anderson. It was at this time the USGA method 
of greens construction was put in place at St. Charles.
The native soil greens south of Country Club Road remained 
untouched and suffer from many of the ailments of native soil 
greens predominated by annual bluegrass (Poa annua).

Our 2nd green had a lot going against it. First, surface drain
age was an issue because of the collar dam that prevented 
water from shedding off the green during rain/snow events.

The effects from winterkill was not an uncommon sight on the 2nd 
green in the spring.

Further, it had taken on a very sharp curve at the back of the 
green that prevented walking greens mower from mowing 
even the perimeter cut without scalping. The green had a se
vere back to front slope which I'm told is the Bendelow Style. 
Hole locations on this slope was difficult with modern speeds.

Making things worse was the green had no elevation from 
the lowest point where water would collect. Having putting 
surface at the lowest point on a small green with the walk- 
on/walk-off portion of the green in the wettest spot made 
keeping the grass healthy very difficult. Finally, the green 
was a scant 3700 square feet and didn't have enough size 
to spread traffic around. St. Charles' 2nd green was always a 
problem child.

In 2014 St. Charles Country Club engaged Michael Benkusky 
of MJB Golf Design to develop a new master plan for the golf 
course to marry the architecture of both sides of the property. 
One of the more defining features of the two, conflicting 
designs is the sand bunkers on the course. Our opportunity 
had come to enlarge the green, soften the slopes, improve 
the mowing lines, address surface/subsurface drainage issues 
and to improve the turf variety.

The decision was made to rebuild the remaining bunkers on 
the 2nd hole (the greenside bunkers having been completed 
in 2016), rebuild the 2nd green and the bunkers on the 7th 
green beginning September 25, 2017. This timing was not 
ideal, and we knew it was risky at the time. St. Charles ex
plored the option of sodding the green. Having reviewed sod 
performance at putting green height from the winterkill of 
2014 it was decided that seed was our best option.

The method of choice for construction eschewed the USGA 
method in favor of a modified root zone that utilized our 
existing internal drainage. In 2013 the club had engaged 
XGD Systems, Canada to install surface drainage in the native 
soil greens south of Country Club Road. We chose to rebuild 
the green by incorporating 4" to 6" of a 6:3:1 root zone that

4 ISICOURSE 09/18



Irrigation installation around the perimeter.

matched the backfill material for XGD's system. Leibold Ir
rigation was our construction firm that performed the rough 
and finish grading. St. Charles' team was responsible for site 
preparation, moving the irrigation components for the newly 
expanded green as well as installing/establishing the seed for 
the green and the bluegrass surround.

The green was seeded to Pure Distinction on October 3rd, 
2017, which was selected for its leaf texture, color and low 
water requirement. Our chipping green near our driving 
range was the source for much of the sod and plugs from 
the winterkill damage in 2014 and we had reestablished that 
green with Pure Distinction when it had served as a nursery 
for the last time.

I chose to use a Greenjacket cover on the green to keep soil 
temperatures up and to protect the seedlings from erosion if 
significant rainfall fell. The good news was we had observ
able germination in just 4 days after seeding. The bad news 
was that by the 16th of October nearly 9" of rain fell on the 
newly seeded 2nd green. Temperatures stayed warm and we 
were mercifully frost free. However, it was difficult to get a 
dry mow on the green due to the persistent cloud cover and 
shorter days. As winter approached the green was being 
mowed twice weekly at a height of .180".

I thought I would have felt anxiety when the sod cutter tore 
in to the 2nd green on September the 25th. However, I felt 
relief. I knew the outcome even though the October 3rd seed
ing date was risky. I had the support of the Board of Directors 
and the member

The winter of 2017/2018 could be described as strange. 
Snow cover was spotty, temperatures were warmer than 
average and there was significant rainfall in February where 
almost 3" of rain fell on thawed or partially thawed turf. .

ship. I had a good 
group of people to 
work with on our 
team and in Lei
bold Irrigation and 
I was excited about 
the possibilities 
of getting rid of 
a problem green. 
A new stand of 
Pure Distinction
Bentgrass sounded Floating in our custom 6:3:1 mix.
like a dream come true, 
even on just one green.

The deluge caused 
water to flow 
between seams 
on the two covers 
used for the greens 
protection and re
sulted in significant 
erosion (below) in 
the newly expand
ed portion of the 
green. It was clear 
as spring arrived

A flood in Februray, this picture was taken on 
2/20/18.

that we would need warm, cooperative weather in 2018

Waupaca Sand and Solutions provided the 6:3:1 that drained 
like we wanted it to, it mated up with the existing XGD back
fill, would provide a firmer surface and was not devoid of 
biology like more inert sands might be.

During the process the green was expanded from 3700 
square feet to nearly 5700 square feet. Further, the slope 
was softened from back to front to allow for many more hole 
locations. The bunkers built in 2016 were located with the 
green reconstruction and expansion in mind so there was no 
need to move any of the bunkers (below).

to aid in reestablish
ing damaged portions 
of the green. This is 
a need that would go 
unmet.

Throughout March, 
April and May the 2nd 
green was seeded and 
double or even triple

covered to preserve soil temperatures. I would like to thank 
Bob Lively of Edgewood Valley Country Club for that tip.

We slowly lowered the height from .180" to our regular
mowing height of .110" 
and were feeding weekly 
with 0.1 to 0.2 pounds of 
Nitrogen per 1000 square 
feet. The green was 
scheduled to open on 
Memorial Day Weekend. 
However, given the lack 
of any growing weather

The green was reseeded in the spring 
and covered to combat the cold.

www.magcs.org 5

http://www.magcs.org


Demanding Jobs Demand Kubota.
.. .

ZD1211 Commercial Zero-Turn Mower
• 24.8 HP' Kubota Diesel Engine
• AJi-New 60" or 72" Kubota PRO Deck
» Deluxe Reclining Suspension Seat with Lumbar Support

HALLORAN &
YAUCH, INC.
IRRIGATION
SYSTEMS

SINCE 1967

28322 BALLARD DRIVE
LAKE FOREST, IL 60045

847-281 -9400 - Telephone
847-281-9780 - Fax
service@hyirrigation.com

RTV-X1140 Utility Vehicle
• 24.8 HP* Kubota D.esel Engine
• K-Verttoe’'" Second Row of Seating and Expandable 

Cargo Bed with Hydraulic Lift
• 1,300 fee. Rugged Towing Capacity

Martin Implement Sales, Inc.
18405115th Avenue

Orland Park, IL 60467
(708) 349-8430

Irrigation Installation & Repairs

Pump Station Start Up & Replacement

Irrigation Wiring Troubleshooting

Irrigation Pipe & Supplies

Drinking Fountains and HDPE Fusing

Drainage & Aerators
kubota.com no

<tt Kubota "Tracto. Corporation. 2014

MSRe liable
■ go l f s e r vices

ÄL . MB

Deep Tine 
Aeration
• Golf Courses • Athletic Fields

• Depth of up to 12" 1/2" or 3/4" Tines

• Results: Deeper rooting, Healthier Turf

Pricing:
10 Greens: $1,250 +tines
19 Greens $1,750 + tines

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY!
630-329-6506 * Sales@Reliablegolfservices.com
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y Posterity
Fungicide

syngenta Sod That Fits Your 
Course To A Tee

Introducing Posterity® fungicide, the most active SDHI in the turf mar
ket that elevates the control of key diseases including dollar spot, spring 

dead spot and fairy ring. Posterity delivers power that lasts, holding 
stronger for up to 28 days of dollar spot control, and setting a 
new standard for spring dead spot control. Posterity is labeled for all 

golf course turf and fits in agronomic solutions to protect cool-season 
turf. With Posterity, you can manage the toughest and most prevalent 

diseases with confidence.

»
Available To Use Now & Receive June 2019 Terms

To Learn More, Contact Your Clesen Sales Rep or Visit: 
arthurclesen.com/posterity

All varieties available as washed sod, 
traditionally cut sod or big roll sod.

Your Single Source for:

Scot Spier
(847) 561-3139
s. spier@arthurclesen.com

Tyler Bury
(224) 501-2844
t. bury@arthurclesen.com

ecompany

John Lamkin 
(708) 259-4354 

j.lamkin@arthurclesen.com

Kevin West 
(708) 341-1687 

k.west@arthurclesen.com>

■ Penncross™ Bentgrass Sod
■ Pennlinks II™ Bentgrass Sod
■ Penneagle II™ Bentgrass Sod
■ 007™ Bentgrass Sod
■ XL 2000™ Low Mow Bluegrass
■ 60-40 Fine Fescue KBG Blend
■ Black Beauty™ Tall Fescue

We con custom grow to your specifications, 
please inquire.

• > »

company

13246 E. 1250 N. Road “ 

Momence, IL 60954

815-472-2364
I-800-244-7200
WWW.HESOD.COM

Arthur Clesen Inc.

SINCE 1987

SALES, 
SERVICE 8 

PARTS
WHATEVER YOU NEED!

180 Corporate Drive 
Elgin,IL

(847)683-4653

Not just John Deere, JW Turf has over 30 allied product lines.

<H3SE9
OoN A spom Thrt Ikrfier»

BERNHARD

STIHL
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Did you know???
Each year Chicagoland Turf/

Turf Ventures donates one percent of 
ALL non-agency sales in September 

to the Wee One Foundation.

CLT Monthly Quiz
Which nozzle would 
you use for contacts? 
Left, Middle or Right?

Text answer to 
630-945-4365

Winner will receive a 
major award

M
H

Last month's winner: Mark Kowaliczko correctly identified each 
Superintendent's shoes!!!

^chicagoland turf
a Turf Ventures company
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September 12-14 - 32nd Illinois State Senior Ama
teur Championship at Riverside Golf Club, Corey 
Kuhl host superintendent.

September 14 - 18,h Annual John Buck Golf 
Outing at Blackstone Golf Club in Marengo, IL, 
Andrew Perry host superintendent.

iÎI ■ It ISeptember 17- 15th Annual Wee One Founda
tion Golf Event at Pine Hills Country Club in She
boygan, Wl, Rod Johnson host superintendent.

September 27 - Illinois Landscape Contractors 
Association's 10th Annual Turf Education Day at
the Joseph Regenstein, Jr. School at the Chicago 
Botanic Garden in Glencoe, IL.

September 30 - Deadline to apply for the GC- 
SAA/Golf Digest Environmental Leaders in Golf 
Awards (ELGAs).

October 1 - Application deadline for GCSAA's 
Excel Leadership Program funded by Nufarm.

October 2 - MAGCS monthly meeting at Seven 
Bridges Golf Club in Woodridge, IL, Don Ferreri 
and Dave Gelino hosts.

October 17-19 - GIE+EXPO at the Kentucky Ex
position Center in Louisville, KY.

Save the Date 
The MAGCS 

&
The Golden Tee Club Sponsors 

Cordially Invite You to Attend the 
2019 Midwest Hospitality 

Reception 
Wednesday, February 6 2019 

The Smoking Gun 
San Diego, California 

7-11 pm

September 2018

We extend a hearty welcome to these newest MAGCS members: 
Derek Anthony, Student Member, Bryn Mawr CC 
Dominic Lupo, Student Member, Cog Hill Golf & CC

Congratulations to our 2018 MAGCS Scholarship winners! Emily 
Mitchell (daughter of Brian Kimbrough, River Forest CC), Isabel 
Kregel (daughter of Matt Kregel, The Club at Strawberry Creek), 
and Michael Murphy (son of Mike Murphy, Otterbine Barebo, Inc.) 
are the three talented young individuals who will reap the benefits 
of our association's commitment to education, and we wish them all 
the best in their bright futures.

A couple of our association's elder 
statesmen were spotted out and 
about last month, and for good 
reason. Tom DiGuido and Harold 
Frederickson celebrated their 80th 
Birthdays with dinner out with their 
lovelies in August, and both look like 
they did back before they had the 
"AA Retired" after their names in our 
roster book. Happy Birthday to both 
of these gentlemen, and may there

Harold Frederickson L. and Tom 
DiGuido R.

be MANY more to come!

Great job by Carlos Arraya, CGCS and the staff and volunteers at 
Bellerive Country Club in hosting the 100th PGA Championship 
last month—and what a great finish! After a 
summer of hell in the St. Louis area (and just 
about everywhere else), the course was in re
markable condition. Oh, and double-great job 
by CBS on getting 50% of those letters after 
Carlos' name correct....

rrjR U1KEUIUR Ur UULr

► CARLOS ARRAYA, CGSA 
DIRECTOR OF GROUNDS & AGRONOMY

> MICHAEL CHASE, CCM, ECM

Condolences to the 
family and friends of
Steve Bychowski, 
superintendent at Rob
Roy Golf Course in 
Prospect Heights, who 
succumbed August 27th 
to the pancreatic cancer 
he'd been battling this 
past year. Steve was a

Bull Sheet continued on page 11... 
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syngenta®

*

Complementary products 
Convenient Multipaks.
Available for purchase all year long, Multipaks are 
the best way to save on complementary products that 
enhance your agronomic program. From our latest 
innovations to industry-leading brands, you can find 
a Multipak that enhances your turf. For a complete list 
of offerings, visit GreenTrust365.com/Multipaks

Jr HeritageAction
Fungicide

w
HeritageAction

Fungicide

* Velista
Fungicide

Secure
Fungicide

©2018 Syngenta Important: Always I instructions. Some products may not be registered for sale or use in all states or counties. Please check with your state or local
extension service to ensure registration status. Divanem is a Restricted Use Pesticide. Diyanem? Heritage® Action^ GreenCast® Veiista® and the Alliance Frame and the Syngenta logo are trademarks 

of a Syngenta Group Company. Secure® is a registered trademark of Ishihara Sangyo Kaisha. All other tractemarks used herein are the property of their respective owners. MW1LGG8011 03/18

GreenTrust365.com/Multipaks


....Bull Sheet from page 9.

great friend to many of us in the Midwest, always with a smile 
on his face and cheer in his voice. And he was taken much 
too soon.

Things aren't looking too rosy for RoundUp and its glypho
sate counterparts after 
last month's ruling from a 
California jury that awarded 
school groundskeeper 
DeWayne Johnson $289 
million in damages for al
legedly causing his cancer.
MUCH more to come on 
this, as Monsanto has stated 
it will appeal the decision.

Roundup

September's "Clavin-ism:" Did you know—it's a little-known 
fact—that Americans spend $600 million on golf balls every 
year? And of those, roughly 125,000 of the dimpled spheres 
wind up in the water surrounding TPC Sawgrass' world-re
nowned 17th hole island green.

The Illinois Landscape Contractors Association (ILCA) is hold
ing its 10th Annual Turf Education Day (TED) this month on 
the 27th at the Chicago Botanic Garden in Glencoe, and the 
program has a lot to offer our members and their staffs as 
well. TED offers a full-day intermediate-to-advanced overview 
of lawn and turfgrass care, with educational presentations by 
several of our industry stalwarts such as Dr. Doug Soldat of 
the University of Wisconsin and Dr. Kevin Frank from Michigan 
State University. To view the full program, or to register, go to 
www.ilca.net/turf-education-day.

Speaking of Turf Conferences, the Midwest Turf Clinic and 
Annual Meeting is slated for December 5, 2018 at Medinah 
Country Club. Dr. Fred Yelverton will be sharing some brand 
new data his team has collected on Poa annua as well as 
some management techniques for controlling weeds in native 
areas.

Pat Karnick, Craig Shepherd and his hero: 
John Leibold.

August's Golf Inc. magazine included a feature titled The Most 
Influential People in Golf Course Construction, which, as you 
may have expected, included a couple MAGCS members. 
Patrick Karnick, President of Wadsworth Golf Construction 
in Plainfield and current Golf Course Builders Association 
of America (GCBAA) President and John Leibold, founder 
of Leibold Irriga
tion, Inc. in East 
Dubuque, IL were 
both on the Who's 
Who list of golf 
construction lumi
naries, and deserv
edly so. Congratu
lations to both 
of these MAGCS

members!
It's apparent that sports are getting more and more violent. 
And with that trend, we are seeing their governing bodies 
adapt, instilling new rules to protect their players. All you 
have to do is watch an NFL Preseason football game (which is 
only slightly less painful than watching Roseanne), or an MLB 
game to see evidence of this, where players now get penal
ized for leading with their helmets or blocking home plate. 
My point? Is golf in need of such rules? It is painfully obvious 
that violence has pervaded the game, with news stories of 
on-course altercations popping up just about daily. Here's 
a beaut that took place last month at Southers Marsh Golf
Club in Plymouth, Mass. A 47-year-old man was arrested and 
charged with Mayhem after biting off another man's finger 
during an altercation between two 
foursomes that began over pace of 
play. Mayhem.

Q: What item caused the temporary 
closing and sanitizing of the swim
ming pool at Danny Marco's club?
A: A Baby Ruth Lake.

A couple deadlines are 
m quickly approaching of which

VJIKjf you may want to take notice.
First, on September 30th, the 
GCSAA/Golf Digest Environ

mental Leaders in Golf Awards applications are due. The EL- 
GAs will feature a few new twists this year, as they have been 
updated to recognize more superintendents in more focused 
areas of environmental sustainability (interpreted as: They 
aren't just going to hand the thing to that guy in Georgia 
that wins it every stinkin' year). New for 2018 there are now 
four ELGAs available: Natural Resource Conservation Award, 
Healthy Land Stewardship Award, Communications and Out
reach Award, and Innovative Conservation Award. One win
ner and two runners-up in each category will be recognized. 
Go to www.gcsaa.org and click around for the application.
Second, the deadline for the EXCEL Leadership Program is Oc
tober 1st. The Program offers leadership training for personal, 
career, and community/industry stewardship for assistant su
perintendents—the future leaders in the golf course manage
ment industry. The Program features two, two-day education 
and training sessions plus a trip to the Golf Industry Show. 
The training sessions are split, with a Spring 2019 meeting at 
GCSAA headquarters in Lawrence, Kansas, and a Fall meeting 
at Nufarm in Chicagoland. To apply, you must be: Currently 
employed as an assistant superintendent within the U.S. or 
Canada; A Class C member of GCSAA; Able to participate 
for three full years; and Not be working for current members 
of the GCSAA Board of Directors or EIFG Board of Trustees, 
children of Nufarm or GCSAA staff, or current employees 
of those organizations. Go to www.gcsaa.org to apply, and 
good luck!

Bull Sheet continued on 13...
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Super Powered Poop!

Now made with

OHOLGANIX
SoHHoyrMtfngi Root Stimulating ■

Profe»«“”
jiea»»»7 cfimulMcs 
Maturity jj iw* <>“'

VALLEY N

Introducing Healthy Grow* Professional Infused with Holganix®
What do you get when you combine the leading organic chicken compost-based fertilizer with Holganix, a 
probiotic meta-catalyst teeming with beneficial microbes? Deep, thick-branched roots. Increased disease 
resistance and nutrient uptake. Reduced water and fertilizer needs. Ail of which translates to lush, green lawns 
exceptional playing surfaces, satisfied customers and reduced input costs. And no, our poop doesn't smell!



...Bull Sheet from page 11.

OK, why not? I saw a baguette at the zoo. It was bread in 
captivity.

Through the efforts of its Women's task force and the LPGA 
Women's Network, We Are Golf has launched the #invite- 
HER campaign on August 29th. The nationwide campaign 
is aimed at encouraging male golfers to invite the women in 
their lives to join them in playing golf. I suspect We Are Golf 
is actually a group of divorce attorneys with a really smart 
business plan.

Before Gaile DiGuido sent me that pic of her husband with 
Harold Frederickson, I hadn't seen Tom in quite some time. 
Then it dawned on me—I HAD seen him. He was in a movie 
about fat Greek people at weddings, telling everyone to put 
Windex on whatever ailed them.

Golf Witticism of the Month (from former PGA Tour player 
J.C. Snead): My putting is so bad I could putt it off a tabletop 
and leave it short, halfway down the leg."

Many thanks to Brad Legnaioli and everyone at the Highlands 
of Elgin for hosting last month's MAGCS meeting and Annual 
Golf Championship. We beat the weather by a nose, and en
joyed a super day of education and golf at a great golf facility. 
Also thanks to the day's sponsors, who were: Advanced Turf 
Solutions, Aquatrols, Arthur Clesen, Inc., Burris Equip
ment Co., E-Z-GO/Cushman, Harris Golf Cars, Healthy 
Grow, JWTurf, Inc., Lohmann Companies, Reinders, and 
Syngenta. Winners and pictures on page 15.

Equipment for Sale:
1999 Genie TMZ-34 Battery-Powered Towable Lift (platform 
height 34') - $5,000 OBO.
Rainbird Par Plus Satellites Used and in good working condi
tion -- $500 each. Contact Joel Purpur at Park Ridge Coun
try Club at 630-201-6865.

2007 Chem Turf tow-behind 350-gallon sprayer w/ hose reel 
(no booms), Honda engine, runs and operates well. $2,500. 
Contact Ben McGargill at bmcgargill@hotmail.com or call him 
at 847-532-9119.

So just how many golf and utility carts does it take to host a 
Ryder Cup? For Le Golf National in France, the host of the 
2018 Ryder Cup matches, the number is a staggering 550. 
Club Car, with the assistance of two of its Europe, Middle 
East and Africa distributors (EMAA), delivered an initial fleet 
of 350 brand new cars, which was followed up with 200 
more vehicles from Tractor Hire. Oh, plus Club Car is sup
plying each team with seven cars featuring iconic patriotic 
branding. Apparently each spectator gets a car too.

Billy Bunker Leibold Irrigation, Inc
18>S0 County Hwy S West East Dubuque, IL 61 
Offices (815) 747- 6014 www JI4nc»eom

- .. . ' ■

Mike Skopik (563) 564-6908

Service
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PRECISION
LABORATOR 1 ES

CHIP HOUMES
District Manager

Results.Expect it:

www.precisionlab.com

Precision Laboratories, LLC 
1429S. Shields Drive 
Waukegan, IL 60085 
(800) 323-6280 Office 
(847) 596-3017 Fax

Mobile: (217) 260-6943 
Twitter: ©precisionjabs 

choumes@precisionlab.com 
80 N 2500 E Road, Hoopeston, IL 60942

MURPHY’S • EST. 1957
Tracy Murphy 
11550 Archer Ave.
Lemont, IL 60439

630-257-6701 phone 
630-257-5194 fax

Asphalt Paving and Sealing www.iemontoaving.com

Since 1930

CONFIDENCE

company

nels j ohnsontree.com

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL • CART PATHS
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Congratulations to our 2018 
Midwest Golf Champions

Championship Flight 
Tommy Robinson

Superintendent Flight 
Dan Tully

Senior Superintendent
Steve Van Acker

Super Senior Superintendent
Tim Davis

Assistant Champion 
Wyat Byrd

Commercial Flight 
Tyler Wesseldyk

Commercial Senior
Dave Radaj II

Commercial Super Senior
John Lebedevs

LtoR- Tyler Wesseldyk, Tim Davis, Tommy Robinson, Dave Radaj, Wyatt Byrd. Not pictured: Dan Tully 
and John Lebedevs



Eight and four. That's how many certificates are available for equipment managers and as

sistant superintendents respectively between the Turf Equipment Technician Certificate Program 

(TETCP), and the Assistant Superintendent Certificate Series. The certificate series were developed 

to give equipment managers and assistants the platform to continue their education, and show 

proficiency in key areas of the industry.

The Turf Equipment Technician Certificate Program - Level 1 is 
a series of exams designed to demonstrate proficiency in key 
competency areas related to turf equipment. This certificate 
program is available to any and all turf equipment techni
cians. The program is made up of eight exams covering the 
key competency areas of:

• cutting units
• drivetrain systems
• electrical systems
• engine technology
• hydraulic systems
• metalworking and fabrication
• spray systems
• fundamentals of turfgrass operations

Each exam is closed book and taken online. You must have a 
proctor for each exam; information for proctors can be found 
through GCSAA.org. The exams range from 30 to 60 ques
tions and study guides and webinars are available to help you 
prepare. The Turf Equipment Technician Certificate Program - 
Level 2, and certification for equipment managers is currently 
in the works and will be available soon.

The Assistant Superintendent Certificate Series is composed 
of certificates covering the key competency areas of:

• Principles of Golf Course Agronomy
• Principles of Golf Course Business
• Leadership and Communication
• Environmental Management/Best Management Prac

tices

Unlike the Turf Equipment Technician Certificate Program, the 
Assistant Superintendent Certificate Series is an open book 
exam and does not require a proctor; however, like the TETCP, 
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the exams are taken online. Both the Principles of Golf Course 
Agronomy and Principles of Golf Course Business certificates 
are earned by completing a two-part exam. Candidates will 
have three hours to take the exam, with a five-minute break 
offered between parts one and two. The Leadership and 
Communication certificate, along with the Environmental 
Management/Best Management Practices certificate are still 
in development through the task group and will be available 
in late 2018.

I encourage each equipment manager and assistant super
intendent to complete the certificates. I would also like to 
recognize and thank the committees and task groups who 
have worked tirelessly to create and continually improve the 
certificate series.

I would also like to encourage each of you to take advantage 
of the Member-Get-A-Member program. This program allows 
any GCSAA member to recruit a peer in the industry who 
is not a GCSAA member, and for their recruitment efforts, 
earn $50.00 in GCSAA gift certificates. The gift certificates 
can be used on dues, merchandise, etc. online, or at the Golf 
Industry Show. The program allows the recruitment of any 
membership classification, so please take advantage of this 
program when bringing a peer, your assistant or equipment 
manager into the GCSAA family, (jj

GCSAA.org


Where Innovation Meets Tradition

MClIllllli
Reinvestment in the 
Industry we serve

1. Fiber Laser cutting system

2. Robotic brake and bend cell

3. Two new automatic weld/grind/poiish 
centers

4. Automated CAD to wire harness 
system

5. 12 Acres and 245K Sq. ft of 
manufacturing

www.motorcontrols.com

Since 1980

10661 Newkirk St, Dallas, TX 75220

We are here to stay

MCI Flowtronex Expansion: In order to meet growing needs, MCI has begun 
expansion of the current building, as well as acquired new property. During this 
process, we remain ready to assist with all your Flowtronex legacy products and 
any new requirements that may arise.

- John Murtaugh VP of Water Products -

your water supply experts
water well services
• well/pumps emergency maintenance 

services
• well rehabilitation & maintenance program
• pump sales & maintenance
• well drilling
• water system engineering/construction
• hydrogeological services
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through April and the bulk of May the club showed wide 
latitude in our opening day for the 2nd green.

By mid-June the green had shown remarkable progress

CHAD O. HAUTH
AREA SALES MANAGER

Crop Science Division 
Bayer CropScience LP 
Environmental Science

39W355 Weaver Lane
Geneva, IL 60134 
Mobile: 1-630-945-2123 
chad.hauth@bayer.com 
www.bayer.com

(above). The washout in the extension towards the back of 
the green was filling in quickly. Although we were 6 weeks 
behind our opening date the green's performance, rooting 
and surface had advanced enough to open before our Invita
tional in July.

The timeframe of the project was tight, the opening date
relied on weather that never 
materialized and the con
struction methods we chose 
might be considered un
orthodox. However, the end 
product is a firm, fast green 
that requires fewer inputs 
including fungicides, water 
and fertilizer. Our member
ship has been happy with a 
rebuilt green with more hole 
locations, new breaks and 
an added element of interest 
in the golf course's architec
ture. (jj

BASF Corporation 
5430 Washington Street 

Downers Grove, IL 60515

Mobile 630-235-0104 
randy.lusher@basf.com 
www.betterturf.basf.us

www.betterplants.basf.us

Authorized

Club Car

DAVEY CONTRACT
GRINDING SERVICE
“With Davey, they handled the 
scheduling, supplied the operator 
and loader, and ground the material 
which made it very easy. I’m definitely 
bringing them back next spring.”

- Scott Finnander, City Forester, 
Village of Schaumburg

CALL 
TOOAÌ

630.326.5224 DAVEY I.
Proven Solutions for a World

□-BASF
We create chemistry 

Randy H. Lusher
Sales Specialist II
BASF Turf & Ornamental 
Professional & Specialty Solutions

Distributor

NADLER
--------------GOLL-------------

ERIC NADLER
President

2?OO North Farnsworth Avenue

Aurora Illinois 6O$O2 

630.898.l6l6 

630.898.1638 Fax 

eric@nadlergolf. com 

www. nadlergolf. com

Golf Cars • Utility Vehicles 

Sales • Service • Leasing

John"JT"Turner
Territory Manager,
Aquatrols

□ 1 -630-215-6110

-ÏÏ* 1-630-443-7807
as jturner@aquatrols.com

9 40W665 Campton Woods Drive

Elburn, IL 60119
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A Textron Company

CUSHMAN.

Brian Termini
Fleet and Specialty Sales 
Chicago/Northern Illinois

Premium Sand 
for Golf and 
Athletic Turf

cell 847.204.8373
fax 847.890.6698
email btermini@textron.com

Curt Mattan
Sales Manager

563 340 8873

ACME

Bunker Sand • Topdressing • Divot Mix

WELL & IRRIGATION PUMP MAINTENANCE
WELL DRILLING + REHABILITATION

For Solutions to your Water Supply Needs, 
Contact Your Fellow MAGCS Members, Today:

DAVEY 
NATURAL 
MULCH

Joe Eisha
tom.healy@layne.com
Aurora, IL | 630.897.6941

joseph.eisha@layne.com
Beecher, IL | 708.946.2244

The natural choice for 
Chicago golf courses!
Better soil. Healthier plants. 
Higher return on investment.

630.326.5224

RIVERWALLS
27 W 930 Industrial Drive, Lake Barrington, Illinois 60010

GOLF COURSE ENHANCEMENT
Shoreline Stabilization, Creek Crossings 

Stream and Spillway Re-Construction 
Arched Stone Bridges

Member: G.C.B.A.A.
M.A.G.C.S. MOBILE: 847-366-5400

DARRYL SCOTT BURKETT E-mail: riverwalls@hotmail.com

Service Disabled Veteran Owned Business
USMC 67-68

SOIL ANALYSIS EXPERTS
Balanced Soil Means Healthy Turf

V. J. ZOLMAN
Associates

55 YEARS OF SERVICE
Soil, Water, Tissue Analysis, USGA Physical Analysis 

Audubon/Environmental Analysis

Tel: 630-964-9702 Fax: 630-964-9769
7100 Blackburn Avenue, Downers Grove, IL 60516 

www. soilanalysisexperts, com 
Lab Services by Brookside Laboratories, Inc.

Midwest’s Largest Golf Car Distributor ©YAMAHA
¡Golf, Utility, 4-Passenger & Custom Golf Cars

[golf CARS?
________ Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 9-1

SALES & SERVICE

CHECK US OUT.

ILLINOIS LOCATION:
549 Heartland Drive, Suite A 

Sugar Grove, IL 60554 
(630) 466-5239

| IOWA LOCATION: 
9875 Kapp Court 
Peosta, IA 52068 

(563) 582-7390

WISCONSIN LOCATION: 
13900 Leetsbir Road 

Sturtevant, Wl 53177 
(262) 886-2816

NEED SOD?
healthy grass

TECHNOLOGY
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Common: Shagbark Hickory
Family: Juglandaceae Family

Shagbark Hickory is native to the eastern United States 
and southeast Canada. The most common of the six species 
of hickories that grow in the Chicago region, it is an impor
tant component of the local climax woodland, the oak/hickory 
forest. Doing best in full sun or partial shade, shagbarks are a 
slow-growing tree (6" to 10" per year) and are typically found 
in upland woods and savannas. They are rare in low and wet 
woodlands where a close relative, kingnut hickory (Carya 
laciniosa), thrives.

As the name suggests, their trunks are characterized by 
long, peeling strips of "shaggy" bark (above) that don't oc
cur until the tree reaches at least 30 years of age. Hickories 
are monecious, (having both male and female flowers) and 
relatively tolerant of disease and insects. They can live for 350 
years and in the right environment can grow to be over 150' 
tall. By comparison, shagbarks in the Chicago region top out 
at about 65' to 80'. Three of the main ornamental features of 
the tree are bright yellow fall color, the winter interest of the 
shaggy bark, and its buds in the spring, which when opening, 
resemble an exotic flower.

The scientific name of shagbark hickory, Carya ovata, 
translates literally as, "the oval nut." The word, "hickory,"
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comes from the Algonquin, "pawcohiccora." Its nuts, as well 
as a milky drink made from the ground nuts, were an impor
tant food source for most eastern tribes of Native Americans. 
In fact, shagbark hick ________________________________________  
ory is a close relative 
of the pecan (Carya 
illinoensis), and, as 
the Algonquin discov
ered, has one of na
ture's most delicious 
nuts. But, because 
the tree only pro
duces nuts in about 
one in four years, it 
is not commercially 
grown. Humans are 
not the only species 
to enjoy their nuts. 
Red squirrels, gray 
squirrels, raccoons, 

77ie nuts of the shagbark hickory are quite tasty if 
you can beat all the wild creatures to them.

chipmunks, mice, black bears, gray and red foxes, rabbits, 
and bird species such as mallards, wood ducks, bobwhites, 
and wild turkey are all consumers. The tree is also important 
to the local native insect population and the birds that feed 
on them. Bats frequently make a home in the shaggy bark. 
If you can beat the squirrels and other hickory eaters to the 
nuts, it takes some hard work to get to the meat, (which can 
be frozen for later consumption). Experts recommend waiting 
until the nut ripens in October and the outside coating turns 
black.

The wood of shagbark hickory is extremely hard, dense, 
and heavy. It has been used to make furniture, flooring, 
tool handles, wheel spokes, baseball bats, and other sport
ing equipment. It is also an excellent source of firewood, (of 
locally available wood, hickory is second only to Osage orange 
in BTUs per cord), and it is a favorite wood for smoking and 
curing meat. Prior to the advent of steel golf club shafts, 
shagbark hickory was the wood of choice for making golf 
club shafts. Not any old hickory would do:

"In 1929, when he was asked by Bobby Jones to make a 



duplicate of his famed Jeanie Deans driver, J. Victor East said 
that Jones "inspected 5,000 pieces of first grade hickory to 
find four shafts" that were suitable, and of these four, two 
met the final requirements for his drivers."

From Louisville Golf
The hickory stock for making shafts needed to have 

straight grain with no defects. Like today's shafts, the hickory 
was sorted for stiffness

Have you ever hit a hickory shafted club? 
It is a different game than what we play 

today.

and flex. Twenty-five 
hickory shafts lathed 
to identical length and 
thickness would yield 
flexes that varied from 
"whippy" to extra stiff.

Due to shagbark 
hickory's importance in 
the history of golf-simi
lar to persimmon which 
was used to make the 
heads of wooden clubs 
(featured in the July is
sue of On Course)-ev- 
ery golf facility should 

have at least one of each growing on the property. The 
large tap roots and slow growth rate of hickories make them 
hard to find in the traditional nursery trade. They are only 
available from a few 
local growers. Surpris
ingly, they transplant 
fairly well, particularly 
smaller 3' to 5' trees 
that have been grown 
in containers or root 
bags. With a persim
mon and a shagbark 
hickory on the course, 
all one would need for 
a thriving hickory shaft 
golf club business is a 
cow, to make leather 
for the grips - and oh 
yeah, you could use
the hickory shavings to smoke the brisket.

The leaf and flower bud of the Shagbark 
Hickory.

advancedturf.com O * © @AdvancedTurf

TURF SOLUTIONS
Fertilizer, chemical, and seed solutions for your golf course.

Illinois - New Location! Illinois Wisconsin
24317 W 143rd Street, Unit 103 1225 Lunt Avenue 2556 Advance Road, Unit C

Plainfield, IL 60544 Elk Grove Village, IL 60007 Madison, Wl 53718
(815)556-1370 (847)258-5904 (608)709-1331

Todd Fregien
* @ToddFregien_ATS 

(414) 949-1089 
tfregien@advancedturf.com

Rusty Stachlewitz
< @ Rusty Stack 

(630) 779-0761 
rstachlewitz@advancedturf.com

Craig Shepherd
* @Shepdog2101982 

(563) 213-1632 
cshepherd@advancedturf.com

Mike Werth
* @werthashot

(608) 214-7011
mwerth@advancedturf.com
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WITH THE EQUIPMENT, PARTS 
AND SERVICE YOU NEED

Only Jacobsen has you covered with a full portfolio of turf 
maintenance equipment and world-class parts and service support.

EQUIPMENT

BURRIS EQUIPMENT
3 Locations: Waukegan, Ingleside & Joliet
(847)336-1205 Waukegan

(815) 363-4100 Ingleside

(815) 464-6650 Joliet

company


