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The Wee one Foundation was started by a group of peo-
ple that had the great fortune to know Wayne otto, CGCs. 
Wayne was a man who never met a stranger. Whether you 
were in his presence for the first time or the thousandth time, 
you immediately felt at ease. his humble demeanor radiated 
kindness and warmth. he made you feel secure no matter 
what was happening in your life. i remember, when starting 
out as a superintendent, feeling overwhelmed by the usual 
heat pressures, disease pressures, or pressures of life. i would 
be at a meeting or gathering and so would Wayne. he would 
instantly bring me back from the edge. After the conversation 
ended, i would realize that we had barely touched on my turf 
issues. he was more interested in me than my grass.  i always 
left feeling as if i could conquer anything that came my way.

it is in this image that the Wee one Foundation was 
formed and continues to operate. Like Wayne, the Wee one 
is here as a comforting feeling, knowing a friend has your back.   

Wee one carries out this mission by assisting golf course 
management professionals or their dependents who have 
incurred overwhelming medical expenses and are without 
comprehensive insurance or adequate financial resources.

To date, the Wee one has dispersed $450,000 to people 
in 17 different states. in one regard, i am proud of these 
numbers; and in another regard i am disappointed. i am 
disappointed because the funds are from a rather small 
group. The group of Wee one members and contributors 
is made up of both individuals and businesses. i’m not going 
to list names, because this isn’t about recognition or what’s 
in it for them. i hope that my family and your family are never 
in the position to need assistance. True friendship is giving 
of yourself, with no expectation of being repaid.  

The Wee one Foundation is not just for Wisconsin or 
illinois superintendents. We are here for all our fellow golf 
course management professionals no matter where they 

practice this great profession. This includes our friends in 
the business of providing us with the tools to keep our golf 
courses in outstanding condition. Wee one is proud to have 
extended help to numerous superintendents (active and 
retired), Assistant superintendents, and sales representatives 
over the years. out of respect for privacy, the names and 
conditions of the recipients aren’t made public. What i can do, 
is share a few notes we’ve received. The following are exam-
ples of how your financial support can make all the difference.

to the Wee one Board of directors,
i would like to begin by saying thank you, however that 

just doesn�t seem like enough. i recently received a check 
from your organization to help with my medical expenses 
incurred from my recent fight with cancer. i can not express 
in words how grateful my family and i are. i was shocked 
to find out that the first superintendent and assistant were 
the ones who submitted my information to you. i am truly 
blessed to work in the golf industry and be surrounded by 
such wonderful colleagues. once again, i would like to say 
thank you to all your members and corporate partners. The 
organization you have created is second to none. if there is 
ever anything i can do to help please let me know.”

dear Wee one foundation:
“i have always been extremely proud of the profession i

chose but never more so than the day rick came to my house.  
i am not afraid to admit i wept heavily that day and find 
myself letting go even now as i write this.  God has blessed 
me in so many ways and your foundation is but one of 
the better blessings bestowed upon my family and me.  
What more could one man want or need?”

(continued on page 7)

FeATure i      
dave radaj, CGCs, Green Acres Country Club

For those of you reading this who are already friends of the Wee One Foundation, I extend my sincere 
gratitude and thanks for all you have contributed. I am continually amazed with the individuals who step 
up without being asked and give. They run fundraisers, host golf outings, and open their wallets on be-
half of the Wee One Foundation to help a friend in need. For those of you who are not yet aware of the 
Wee One, or who need a better understanding of what it is all about, please read on.

Friend of  
the Wee One, Friend to All
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The largest concern we have is whether we can meet  
the needs of all who come calling. We make a living in a 
unique community that is about sharing knowledge, equip-
ment, and camaraderie.  by becoming a friend of The Wee 
one Foundation you can assist the people in this community 
when they need you most.

every september many friends meet in sheboygan Wis-
consin to celebrate Wayne’s love of golf and its people. We 
golf, drink beer, eat tacos and brats while telling tales of the 
past season and solving everyone’s turf problems. The most 
important part of the day is that we come together in his 
memory and carry on in his spirit of friendship. This can’t miss 
day is the original but not the only fundraiser. Many other 
states have started fundraising on behalf of the Wee one 
Foundation and the Midwest is no exception. The MAGCs 
has raised over $70,000 to benefit the Wee one’s work and 
has planned another event in January of 2012. i hope you are 
able to attend. Furthermore, i understand that the economy 
stinks and money is tighter than ever at work and home. 
Please take a look at something in your life that you spend 
$75, $100, $200, or whatever amount on and seriously  
consider using it to help out a friend.  

Wayne was the first friend of the Wee one. We hope  
you will become the next.

visit http://weeone.org and become a friend TodAY! -OC




