
oneself as a golf course superintendent, Ed would have been
the model by which all others could benefit. We wish Ed and
Jan all the best in their future endeavors—which I imagine
will include playing a lot of golf—and offer our congratulations
on a long and illustrious career.

Ed and Jan Fischer getting an early jump
on enjoying retirement.

Congratulations also to two men who are just starting their
careers as golf course superintendents: Ben McGargill, who
previously was an assistant superintendent for Steve Cook,
CGCS MG at Oakland Hills Country Club is the new golf
course superintendent at Wynstone Golf Club; and
Scott Vincent, former assistant superintendent for
Don Cross, CGCS at Skokie Country Club was named golf
course superintendent at Onwentsia Club, taking over for
the retiring Skip Willms, CGCS. Best of luck, gentlemen!

Well, next month is the big event—the GCSAA National
Championship and Golf Classic in Palm Springs followed by
the Education Conference and Golf Industry Show in sunny
San Diego. For those planning to “Kick it West to Success,”
there is plenty to do while you are there. Among the high-
lights this year: The various golf events in Palm Springs
including the championship, the golf classic, and the Four-Ball
mixer; Celebrate GCSAA! on the 9th (formerly the Opening
Session and Welcoming Reception) which will feature the
presentation of the Old Tom Morris Award to Judy Rankin
along with the other prestigious honors and awards; the
keynote addresses by Chris Gardner (author of The Pursuit
of Happyness) and Brian Little, PhD at the General Sessions
on the 10th and 11th; the new Show Floor Happy Hour on
the 11th from 4 to 6 pm; the new Celebrating Certification!
Event (formerly the Certification Luncheon) on the 12th;
the various field trips, sessions and seminars throughout
the week; the trade show which is always a rompin’ stompin’
good time; and of course the MAGCS Hospitality Reception
on the 10th at the Hotel Solamar. Many of our MAGCS
members will be giving presentations at the Conference
which shouldn’t be missed, including John Ekstrom,
Chuck Anfield (whose presentation isn’t that bad),
Bruce Williams, Erwin McKone, Tommy Witt, Jon Jennings,
and Bruce Branham (I hope I haven’t forgotten anyone).

And although there are several GIS events before 2014 when
we return to Orlando, GCSAA and its GIS partners pulled a
major coup that will make the 2014 Show one of the best
bargains in its history. GIS partners recently learned that
they had placed the winning bid in an auction by the Profes-
sional Convention Management Association (I wonder if they
have a convention?) for a package of services at the Orange
County Convention Center in 2014. The bid of $`175,000
will ultimately save the partners around $335,000 over the
value of the package, which includes exhibit space, meeting
rooms, and other discounted services. And of course these
huge savings will be passed on to all attendees in the form
of an envelope stuffed with cash! Not.

Good luck to those competing in the golf classic, and best
wishes for a safe trip to San Diego to all attending.

Congratulations to Dave Groelle, CGCS who recently was
recertified with GCSAA. Obviously Dave is still working on
his American Snowmobile Society (ASS) certification…

There was a very cool item in the news recently about the
Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences, a public school
on the City’s southwest side which described the students’
collaborative effort in the construction of a 3-hole golf
course on a preciously unused waste area adjacent to the
school. With the help of an architect, the students cleared
the land (including disposing of junked cars and various
other items), graded, shaped, drained, grassed, and land-
scaped the course which is now maintained and operated
by students, is handicapped-accessible, and is open to the
public for use at no cost. Over 300 students took part in
the project, which has received acclaim from national media
outlets (and now this esteemed publication as well).
Feel good stuff that.

Looks like there is some good news on the Emerald Ash
Borer front. The team of Michigan State University entomol-
ogist Dave Smiley, PhD, research technician Kevin Newhouse,
and research assistant Terry Davis conducted trials from 2005
to 2008 on ash trees in East Lansing and found that at least
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