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Sharpen Your Mind
It has been quite some time since we last drove our spray rigs across the course. The tools we use for setup
have been placed on storage shelves and have been collecting dust for some time now. That can mean
only one thing; winter is upon us. It is easy to let one's mind wander as focus shifts from the golf course
to projects in the shop that have needed attention for some time now. Although the course is taking a
well-needed vacation, it is important that we ourselves do not lose our mental edge. One way of refocus-
ing is to attend the MAGeS Annual Superintendents' Winter Workshop. Thisyear's winter workshop
will once again be held at the Midwest Golf House in Lemont. The theme will center on career advance-
ment and professional development. Thisyear's organizers have lined up two industry leaders to speak.

In the morning attendees will have the pleasure of hearing
Mr. Bruce Williams, CGCS, deliver his talk entitled, "Preparing
for the Interview." Williams was born in Evergreen Park, Illinois
and spent many hours of his early life on the grounds of the
Beverly Country Club. After graduating from Michigan State
University, he spent the next twenty-two years at the Bob O'Link
Golf Club in Highland Park, Illinois. Twenty of those years were
spent as the course superintendent. Currently, Williams is the
Director of Grounds at the Los Angels Country Club, where he
has been for twelve seasons. During his career Bruce has
trained and coached over 140 men and women who have gone
on to become superintendents. Topics covered in his talk will
include: how to prepare, methods and tactics, and how to make
yourself the most attractive candidate for the job. It will be a
great learning experience for everyone in attendance.

The afternoon session will be run by incoming GCSAA
President, Mr. Dave Downing, CGCS. Downing is the Vice Presi-
dent of Operations/Construction for the Signature Golf Group,

headquartered in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. He is a graduate
of the Penn State Turfgrass Management Program. He spent
eleven years as a course superintendent at four clubs, notably
the TPC of Connecticut and the Las Vegas Country Club. From
1998 to 2002, Downing acted as Director of Golf Course Opera-
tions for Barefoot Resort & Golf, situated in Myrtle Beach. He
led the construction of these four world renowned courses, the
first 72-hole facility to open all four courses on the same day.
This session will focus on how professionals in our field can uti-
lize GCSAA, and its many resources. Not only will you learn
where you can access the resources, you will also be shown how
you can use them to benefit you and your facility.

This will be a great day for getting that brain back in
working order. No matter what your stage of professional
development, the day's events will be a great learning experi-
ence. So mark your calendars for February 21, for this year's
annual MAGCS Winter Workshop .• oe
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