MAGCS IN MOTION

Luke Cella, Executive Director

The Changes Just Keep Coming

Welcome to the new look of On Course. Thank you to our editorial committee and Mark Karczewski our
graphic designer for all of their input into the redesign of On Course. Though somewhat based upon style,
the redesign will integrate overall improvements to the publication to come. The committee will continue
to provide the readership with timely MAGCS information, technical articles, outreach and education, and
news from allied associations. On Course will continue to be a value to our members for the source of
local and national information as well as the best way to reach potential customers. On Course continues
to be the most read publication delivered each month to you, and it is the goal of the committee to make

sure this continues to occur.

One new section to the magazine is "Off Course”, the
moniker originated by Rusty Stachlewitz and the new associate
editor of this addition. This column evolved from many discussions
in committee to provide information to the readership that is
informative but not necessarily golf course related. From trends in
technology, a favorite recipe, to shopping for a mink coat, you
might find it here in “Off Course”. (By the way, if you would like
to contribute to this section, contact Rusty or myself. It doesn‘t
have to be in the form of an article, just information you would
like to share.)

A MAGCS Board First

The MAGCS June Board of Director meeting was held via
conference call. This is the first time the Board has used this
technology to conduct a regular meeting of the board of direc-
tors. While it was agreed, this format will never completely replace
a face to face gathering for your directors, it is a viable alternative
to meet especially during the busy time of the year. The meeting
lasted approximately two hours, and each participant was able to
phone in from their location of choice. The board will look to
utilize this technology in the future for committee meetings when
appropriate.

MAGCS Website

One of the things that was approved at the June meeting of
the Board of Directors was the new MAGCS website. Though still
in its preliminary design phase at print, the new website will offer
the MAGCS members more benefits than ever. The site will have
two sides to it, a public side and a member’s only or private side.
The public side will extol the profession of superintending, the
history of MAGCS and the benefits of membership. Furthermore,
the public side will also offer a look into the magazine
On Course (for potential advertisers) and an employment section

dedicated to those who would like to post open positions and/or

post resumes for our members to view.

The most noticeable changes coming to our website is for
members. It will begin with the log in process. Each member will
set a unique username and password for access to this side of the
site. Once in the secured area, you will find:

» The MAGCS directory online, indexed and searchable

* The ability to change your membership information

* An event calendar with direct links to individual events and
registration

* A “remember me"” check box for those pesky little registration
details we as each time (name, company, address, phone,
etc...[in fact, I'm not really sure why we ask you all that if we
know who you are anyway])

* Online registration with receipt of payment generation and
email confirmation

¢ An online forum (this one will be much easier to use)

* Photo galleries (not all the membership images that are taken
are published in On Course, now we will have a place to use
them)

» Online market place to sell MAGCS apparel

e Useful links to useful sites

» A portal to Michigan State’s Turf Grass Information File (TGIF).
On Course will be online here, indexed and archived each
month, not to mention just about every other print resource
you may need.

Many of the improvements that will occur on the site are
on the “back end” or inside the site that most won't see or
notice. However, one upgrade is the new email program that
will allow us to send HTML email (email with images imbedded
in it) and/or email with attachments. The new system will keep
track of bad email addresses and notify me when emails need to
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be changed. The new site will be W3C (www compliant) which
means it will render itself well in all browsers (Firefox, Safari,
Netscape, etc.) as well as searchable.

As we work through the design process, the committee
has a few goals in mind:
¢ A professional design that embodies MAGCS
e Clear and concise navigation for all users
¢ A site that is kept current with pertinent information
e A site that is beneficial to our members

The website will be the conduit to reach members as we
move to paperless (except On Course and the directory) in
2008. MAGCS is able to take this step because of the members’
ability to adapt and adopt technology and once again lead other
associations in our industry. -OC
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WHOLESALE

Timothy F. Clesen 316 Florence Avenue
Evanston, Illinois 60202
847-869-2258 ph

847 869-1672 fax

Paving the Finest Golf Courses on the North Shore
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847 - 949 -1500

M.A.G.C.S. Member

P.0. Box 200 = Lincolnshire, IL 60069 » ‘KaplanPaving.co

Timberline
Golf Course Remodeling & Renovation

D.B.A. Bill Boyd

30 YEARS OF QUALITY SERVICE
FEATURE SHAPING IS OUR BUSINESS

411 York Street, Bolingbrook, Illinois 60440
(630) 759-7807, Cell (630) 732-9088
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Course Accessories and A Lot More

WWW. MAasierornnelnks., Cori

Toll Free (888) TURF-888

Local (630) 545-2474
Fax (630) 545-2782

RIVERWALLS vurp.

PO. Box 562, Barrington, lllinois 60011

GOLF COURSE ENHANCEMENT

Shoreline Stabilization, Creek Crossings
Stream and Spillway Re-Construction

1-888-254-4155

OFFICE: B47-382-9696
FAX: 847-516-0116

MOBILE: 847-366-5400
E-mail: frifot@riverwatts.con

Division of STL Corp. BUY EXPERIENCE

DARRYL SCOTT BURKETT
C.E.O.

Since 1968

CCURAJE
ANK
ECHNOLOGIES
- Precision Tank Tightness Testing

- Upgrades for Tanks & Leak Detection Systems
- Install Underground & Aboveground Fuel Tanks
- Removal of Tanks

Your Complete, Professional Tank Experts
Please contact us at:
1-800-773-Tank or 630-375-6121
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