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practices and their profession to golfers and the public. Bayer
will feature a Purple Cow winner in an article in
each issue of Golf Advantage magazine, and will award
each winner 50,000 Accolades points.

That Oakmont place looked OK, huh? Wow!

Last month in Golf Course Industry, Jeff Gerdes and Boling-
brook Golf Club were featured for a unique reason— they have
become the home for a pair of wild swans and their 7 cygnets.
Apparently wild swans on golf courses (or anywhere around
these parts) are a rare thing, and to have a nesting pair take
up residence is quite the feather in one's cap. Get it?
Feather . Swans...The lengths a guy quill go to for a laugh...
Great news from Amanda and Jeff VerCautren of Rich Har-
vest Links—the couple had their second daughter on May 29.
BreAnna VerCautren, along with mom and dad and sis are all
happy, healthy, and home in time for the busy season.
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If you are a sports radio listener, you might occasmnally catch
Mac, Jurko (or is it Yurko?), and Harry on ESPN AM 1000. If
So, you may also have caught them mentioning “their guy”
Don Ferreri when on the subject of golf. Occasionally Don
(Seven Bridges Golf Club) contributes his knowledge to their
show, and for his efforts he gets a little pub on the airwaves.
| wanna be somebody’s “guy” too—it has to be cool to hear
your name on the radio (unless it’s in the news and it's some-
thing really bad that you did). [Ed note: John you can be my
guy and I'll let you write Bull Sheet every month]

Great job by Steve Daurer and everyone at The Glen Club for
a highly successful LaSalle Bank Open this past May 31st
through June 3rd. The OTHER sports radio station in Chicago
was on site each day doing live broadcasts, and the course
received rave reviews from all the different media outlets that
were on hand. This Nationwide Tour is no minor-league
deal—the LaSalle Bank Open was televised on Golf Channel
all 4 days, and the purse was $750,000, with the winner tak-
ing home a nifty $135,000. Not bad for a few days’ work.
Again, great work Steve and staff!
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This month’s gratuitous sex photo—or is this simply a friendly
game of leapfrog gone bad? I'm sure there’s a nasty reference
to the French to be found here, but we won't take that route.
Let’s leave it at this—there is a bar in Warrenville called the
Satisfied Frog. | now know where it got its name.

There are two frogs in this f'mage

With golf course closings outnumbering opemngs this year, it’s
nice to welcome the newest member of the Chicagoland golf
course fraternity—White Tail Ridge Golf Club just outside
Yorkville has opened for play as of last month. The Greg Mar-
tin design is situated on a gorgeous piece of land that includes
low-lying wetlands as well as far-reaching views from the ridge
where the Morgan Creek watershed is funneled down into the
Fox River. Best of luck to superintendent Russ Wescott and
Green Visions Golf on this exciting new venture.

There was another great article in national print from one of
MAGCS' own Class C members. Michael Heustis of Chicago
Golf Club penned “Up For The Challenge?” for the May issue
of Golf Course Industry highlighting the challenges that await
the assistant superintendent as his or her career progresses.
Great job, Michael.

Golf season is in full swing (ouch—another bad pun), and
the MAGCS membership has had 2 recent events in which
to participate.

Monday, May 14th found us at the beautiful lvanhoe Club in
lvanhoe, IL, with Tom Prichard and Justin VanLanduit serv-
ing as our generous hosts. The day was windy and
unseasonably warm—both understatements—and the course
was again perfect. Some high scores were posted as a result
of the blustery conditions in the 4-person blind-draw format,
but everyone who played had a great time on a fabulous golf
course. On hole #6 of the Forest course, Marsha Trayes of
Burris Equipment manned (womanned?) the betting hole with
aplomb, exceeding the $1,000 goal by bringing in $1,025 for
ITF research. Thank you to Marsha for her efforts. The day
also honored a great friend of MAGCS as he moved on to the
next phase of his career. Dr. Tom Fermanian of the Univer-
sity of lllinois, and in whose office the ITF was born, was feted
with a moving tribute by longtime friend John Turner (Bayer
Environmental Science) in recognition of his retirement. Tom
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promised to remain active in turfgrass research, but also ?

vowed to take some time to enjoy his retirement as well. We
all wish nothing but the best for Tom—he will be missed.
Once all the scores were added up (no small task), the golf
prizes were awarded, including a Closest to the Pin for Justin
VanLanduit; a Longest Putt for Jimmy Frels (Prime Turf); a
Straightest Drive for yours truly; and a Closest to the Pin for
Chris Smith (Chicago Heights PDGC). Other big winners
included the raffle and auction participants who left with valu-
able stuff. Particular thanks go to Mike and Sharon
Riesenbeck (Waupaca Sand and Solutions), Paul Carlson
(Central Sod), and everyone else who generously donated
prizes for the auction. Thanks also to the day’s sponsors, with-
out whom none of it could have been possible:

President’s Club—BASF, Bayer Environmental Science, Central
Sod Farms, Inc., Dunteman Turf Farms, H & E Sod Nursery — Town
& Country Landscape Supply, Lesco, Inc., Nadler Golf Car Sales,
Inc., Syngenta, and Turf Professionals Equipment Company.
Director’s Club—BTSI, Chicagoland Turf, Growing Solutions,
JW Turf, Inc., Lebanon Turf Products, and Palatine Oil Company.
Individual Tee Sponsors—Agrotain International, Burris
Equipment Company, Kaplan Trucking and Paving, Nels J.
Johnson Tree Experts, Rabine Paving, and The Andersons.
Finally, thank you to Tom Prichard, Justin VanLanduit and
everyone at Ivanhoe for their great golf course, their hospital-
ity, and their generosity. Ten stars!

Assistant Golf Course Superintendent Justin VanLanduit and
Golf Course Superintendent Tom Prichard of Ivanhoe.

A

John Turner of Bayer Environmenal Science and
Dr. Tom Fermanian at the Spring Golf Day at Ivanhoe.
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