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Welcome to the newest member of
MAGCS-Ron Freund, President
of National Golf Course Builders.

Alabama. This 2-day event on the
16th and 17th is being presented
by Golfdom magazine and Turfgrass
Trends publisher Questex, and will
feature an impressive array of turf-
grass industry speakers from across
the country, including Dan Dinelli,
CGCS of North Shore Country
Club. It may not be too late to
join the fun (which includes golf
at the really cool course there),
so call [en at (800) 669-1668 or
go online at www.golfdom.com/
registertgtlive and check it out.
Although the cost is a steal at
$300 for the whole shebang,

If you are in the mood to just hop
in your car and travel to Carbondale,
do it on the tenth-the 26th Annual
Turfgrass Field Day will greet you
at the SIUC Horticulture Research
Center when you arrive. To register,
call (618) 536-7751 or go online
at www.dce.siu.edu.

Another big event in October is the
first-ever TGT Live! event at Farm-
Links at Pursell Farms in Sylacauga,

I'm guessing that airfare at this
juncture might set you back a bit.
But it can't hurt to try, right?

Dan Dinelli

November 1st is just around the
corner, and the 54th Annual Mid-
west Turf Clinic looks to be a great
one! Medinah Country Club and
Tom Lively, CGCS is our host, and
Tony Kalina and the Education
Committee has a super agenda
planned. Without going into too
much detail and spoiling the sur-
prises that await you, I will say that
this clinic will feature a compre-
hensive look at golf's latest craze-
the quest for more distance-from
all angles. Plan now to attend-
it promises to be memorable.

Congratulations to Beth and Steve
Schendel (Ruffled Feathers GC) on
the August 27th birth of their fourth
child. Henry Stephen-aka Hank-
Schendel joined the family Sunday
night, pushing Steve out of the
family foursome. Great news!

Congratulations are also due to
Darrick Robbins and Jim Burge,
the latest additions to the Turf
Professionals Equipment Company's
golf irrigation team. Darrick, former
assistant superintendent at Ridge-
moor CC, is the golf irrigation sales
representative while Jim will tackle
service and technical support duties
across the Chicago area as well as in
Rockford. Best of luck to you both!
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The Class C Advisory Committee
and MAGCS are losing one of their
favorite sons and most active mem-
bers. Aaron Willing, former first
assistant superintendent at Chicago
Golf Club has accepted the position
of golf course superintendent at the
venerated Indian Hills Country Club
in Mission Hills, Kansas, just outside
of Kansas City. MO. A private
18-hole club, Indian Hills is a 1926
A. W. Tillinghast design that has
gone through a recent renovation
featuring new All A4 greens, Meyer
zoysia fairways, rebuilt bunkers,
a 6-year old irrigation system and
a 10-year old maintenance facility.
It is a parkland style course that plays
to 6,800 yards at par of70. Aaron
says he will truly miss the great
camaraderie and all the wonderful
people he has been associated with
here, and wishes us all the best.
One back atchya, Aaron-best
wishes for great success in your
new adventure!

Aaron Willing

How's this for a class act? A golfer
in Wisconsin-Ben Ziemann, 20-
aced a 113-yard hole in a golf outing
in Eau Claire and won a Four Winds
boat worth $17,500. Or so it
seemed ... As it turns out, the out-
ing's organizers' insurance would
not cover the cost of the prize based
on the length of the hole not being
at least 150 yards. This meant that
the money taken in for the charity
(Fore a Cure) would have to pay
for the prize, robbing $17,500 from
the intended recipients. Or so it
seemed ... Until Ben stepped forward
and decided not to accept the prize
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based on the circumstances. He had
planned on selling the boat to pay
for college with some of the pro-
ceeds while donating some of the
money back to the charity. Makes
you hope your kid would do the
same, doesn't it?

A fond farewell and "thanks for the
memories" to another of our fallen
colleagues- PCNB. It looks as if
our future snow mold prevention
will not include PCNB based upon
EPA's recent Re-registration Eligibil-
ity Decision (RED) to cancel its use
on turf, green beans, potatoes, dry
beans, and peas. My poor dry
beans-what will become of them?

Congratulations to Brian Racette
who has accepted a new position
as golf course superintendent of
Lincolnshire Country Club in Crete.
Brian moves across the street from
his former post at Lincoln Oaks Golf
Course, which is now in the able
hands of Erik Swenson. Good luck
to both of you!

While cruising around Medinah
Country Club with Luke Cella on the
Sunday evening before the tourna-
ment began, several things were made
very clear to me that I'd like to share.
First, the magnitude of what goes
into hosting a major championship
is simply mind-boggling. The logis-
tics, the scheduling, the complete
transformation of a peaceful, serene
golf course into a city bustling with
activity is something to behold.
Throughout our travels around the
course, I was constantly amazed by all
the pomp and circumstance, as well
as by all the behind-the-scenes stuff
that goes into it. The miles of elec-
tric cable and crowd-control rope.
The acres of parking, vending, and
hospitality space covering once-pris-
tine golf course turf. The amount of
machinery and people involved, and
the coordination it takes to pull it all
off. Astounding! Even the media
center (for which I was fortunate
enough to have obtained credentials
to enter and enjoy) was a source of
amazement, featuring its own restau-
rant, cavernous interview room, and
registration center that resembled a
major airline check-in counter. After
all that, I marveled at the condition

of the golf course. With all that was
going on outside the ropes, the con-
ditions inside-where the real action
was to take place-were impeccable.
In my humble opinion, with condi-
tions as perfect as those provided by
Tom Lively, the staff at Medinah, and
the many volunteers; and the cooper-
ation (from a player's standpoint)
from Mother Nature, it was a forgone
conclusion that the greatest players in
the world would play well on the
venerated track. Then came another
revelation-I figured out why Tiger
Woods is so dang good. By pure luck,
Luke and I stopped at the fourth
green in time to watch Tiger hit up
during an informal practice round.
He's so huge that even his caddy
doesn't carry his bag for practice-
he just walks alongside Tiger and
takes countless notes while tossing
his boss as many practice balls as
he requires. What I determined, as
I watched his regimen on the fourth
green, is that the reason he wins
more than his competitors lies not
only in his God-given talent, but
in his preparation and focus. We
watched Tiger hit every conceivable
shot to every conceivable hole loca-
tion on the fourth green. He hit
bump-and-runs, he hit lobs, he
putted, he hit 3-wood runners, he
practiced from the right rough, the
left rough, and the approach. While
he did this, 2 PGA tour players hit up
to the green, putted, and played
through. Neither won the tourna-
ment. In fact, neither won the 2
tournaments leading up to the PGA
(one being another major), nor the
2 following it, because Tiger Woods
won all 5 in a row that he entered.
Remarkable. So I figure if I just
play golf every day, all day long,
I too will be invincible.
That's my plan, anyhow.

(continued on page 26)



The Wanamaker Trophy sits
on the practice green at Medinah.

More PGA stuff:
• It sure was nice to see the televised

piece featuring Tony Bisbee and
his hex-plugger system of repairing
divots on Saturday's broadcast-
we like exposure like that.
• It wasn't all that nice to see that

graphic that described Medinah
Country Club in a nutshell-its
date of establishment, its architect,
the various renovations and the
architects responsible for them,
the general manager and the head
professional-with no mention of
the superintendent nor any of his
staff. Yes, there were the occa-
sional mentions made by the
commentators, but was this equi-
table? Harry Lovero (Orchard
Valley GC) had this to say in
regard to this subject: "As I
watched the trophy presentation
at the 88th PGA Championship
on the 18th green at the beautiful
Medinah Country Club and as
Tiger Woods complemented the
excellent playing conditions, I
noticed that one very important
person was missing from the dele-
gates in attendance on the green.
All of the dignitaries of the PGA
were introduced, as we all know if
it were not for them, there would
not be this game called Golf. Not
once during the trophy presenta-
tion did anyone mention Tom
Lively, CGCS. Once again, it
seems as if it were not for the
PGA, we would not have these
wonderful playing conditions that
all are accustomed to and expect.
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Yes, the one person who should
have been in attendance on the
18th green on championship Sun-
day was the Golf Course
Superintendent.

• Is it too much to ask to have the
golf course superintendent present
for a little more acknowledgement
than just saying his/her name?
It's nice that Bobby Clampet
mentioned Tom's name numerous
times, but how about a face to go
with the name? Not everyone
watches the Golf Channel or
catches an interview with the
course superintendent at some
obscure time.

• Is the GCSAA really doing all that
they can to continue and expand
our role or perhaps plight, as Golf
Course Superintendents? I per-
sonally do not think so. What is
the point in having a superinten-
dent as President of the GCSAA
when he doesn't/can't do any-
thing for us as members other
than be a figurehead? It seems the
CEO actually runs the association,
not the superintendents? Every
time we take one step forward we
end up taking three steps back.
The GCSAA seems to be concen-
trating on more corporate duties
instead of what is best for us as
members. After all it is the Golf

Course Superintendents Associa-
tion of America! Maybe it is time
for us to take back our association.

• The GCSAA wants to raise our
dues again. I only hope the dues
increase will go towards getting
us the recognition that we deserve.
I am worried that our employers
will no longer want to pay our
dues in the national association
and membership numbers will
really begin to drop. Will we
ever get the justice that is due to
us as true professionals in the
world of golf? Only we as mem-
bers can answer these questions.
Get involved in your associations!
I know it is easier said than done.

• Tom Lively CGCS and his assis-
tants should have been on the 18th
green that afternoon so that Tiger
Woods could have congratulated
them in front of the world to see!
It would be nice for the world to
see the people that are responsible
for the beautiful surrounds that
they enjoy when they play this
game called Golf1"

• Another grievous omission pointed
out by Mike Bavier, CGCS
(Inverness CC) was that while
GCSAA sent its usual entourage of
representatives to attend the event
(as is their norm for all majors),
nobody from MAGCS was



contacted in regard to their
presence in our midst. Oh well...

• These things aside, it was a hugely
successful PGA, and with all the
golf world's eyes on Medinah,
Tom and his crew did us all proud.
Congratulations to everyone at
Medinah Country Club for a job
well done!

If you are a graduate or former stu-
dent from the University of Illinois'
Turf program, come join your class-
mates in the Annual Turfgrass
Alumni Golf Outing on the 17th at
Broken Arrow Golf Club in Lock-
port. A new format will be unveiled,
and it is bound to be another great
time. Call Bruce Branham for
details at (217) 333-7848.

Belated congratulations to JW Turf's
Kelli Zopfi and her husband Jeff on
the June 20th birth of baby daugh-
ter Payton Pricilla Zopfi
(coincidentally born on the very
same day as the John Buck Memor-
ial Golf Outing). Payton was a
bouncing 6 lbs. 12 ozs. And 20
inches long when she arrived.

Payton Pricilla Zopfi

The August issue of Golf Course
News included articles featuring
3 MAGCS members. John
Ekstrom (Hinsdale GC) was
featured in a news analysis titled
"Assistant Superintendents Create
More Opportunities for Them-
selves," highlighting his work on the
Class C Advisory Committee, while
Ed Braunsky, CGCS (Geneva Golf
Club) and Jeff Pozen (Downers
Grove Golf Club) were both immor-
talized in an article about nine hole

courses titled "Still a Challenge."
Congratulations on your newfound
fame, guys!

Still waiting for a new home: Brand
new 2006 Jacobsen LF-3400 with
1.2 hours, never mowed grass. Call
Dennis at (815) 634-4018 to hear
why he has a brand new LF -3400
for sale, and make him an offer he
can't refuse.

(continued on page 28)

Director's Column ... (continued from page 5)

Now that my board tenure has
come to an end, I will continue to
support the MAGCS by signing up
for a committee or two. The sign-up
sheets will be out at the Midwest Turf
Clinic and Annual Meeting on
November 1, at Medinah Country
Club. Let's fill up all those sheets.

,~~Aw
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The August MAGCS meeting was
held at McHenry Country Club
with Bill Humphres hosting. What
a setting! The clubhouse sits not 20
yards from the river, with boat docks
and piers giving the place a vacation
resort atmosphere. The education
presentation was given by Pete
Leuzinger, who discussed "Manag-
ing Your Property for Wildlife."
After that, it was time to hit the
course for a great day and a great,
unique format-the progressive logo
ball competition. The course was in
excellent condition with greens fast
and true, fairways firm and tight,
and rough gnarly. As it turned out,
the team to win most of the prizes
was the only team to have arrived by
boat, proving the age-old adage
that if you arrive to a golf outing in
a boat, you will win the most prizes.
Or something. The 64 turned in by
John Nelson, Pete Kiraly, Scott
Speiden, and Charlie Brugler was a
full 7 shots better than the 71 's
posted by team #17 (Lynn Wesson,
Hans Hopphan, Steve Junk, and
Erne Kaplan) and team #5 (Brad
Legnaioli, Pat McDonagh, Steve

VanAcker, and Paul Schaefer).
Individual honors went to John
Nelson (61), Scott Speiden (64),
Steve VanAcker (68), Bill Humphres
(70), and Bob Kronn (70). Also,
new member Ron Freund won the
strightest drive, Pete Kiraly the
longest drive, and Brad Legnaioli
closest to the pin. Finally, Pete
Leuzinger won the best prize of
them all-the Grey Goose gift set in

the raffle. A big thank you to Bill
and everyone at McHenry Country
Club for hosting this great event,
and to our kind sponsors without
whom the day could not have taken
place-Arthur Clesen, Inc.,
Nadler Golf Car Sales, Palatine
Oil Company, BTSI, Nels J.
Johnson Tree Experts, JW Turf,
and Chicagoland Turf. ~~4W

Host Bill Humphres accepting his framed issue of On Course.
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Hard working,dependable and tough: the Kubota RTY900.
• 21.6 HP diesel engine - Designed by Kubota engineers
• Hydrostatic power steering - Handle tight turns with ease
• Variable Hydrostatic Transmission (VHf) - No belts. No maintenance.
No loss of torque.

• Hydraulic wet disc brakes - Smooth braking, even in mud and water
• 4-wheel drive - Power through the roughest terrain
• Ground-hugging suspension - Fully independent kant and semi-independent
rear suspension

• 4 different models - General, worksite, turf and recreational
Tra'itor lough. Kubota smal\Mart,n mplement., Inc.
1MOO 1841b. Ave.

Orland Parle, IL80U7
(708) MI·1I630 ~

1LMIIt·1I'IRf'nHlllwsr
"'~I.EVERYTHING YOU VALUE

www.kubota.com
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