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The Dan Nielsen family
(L to R): Tyler, Nick, Kira, Zachary, Travis and Dan.

TRIBUTE
Brad Anderson, CGCS Midlane Country Club

Dan Nielsen) golf course superintendent of Golf
Club of Illinois) passed away peacefully at his
home on December 12) 2005 after a valiant bat-
tle with pancreatic cancer. He is survived by his
wife) I(ira)' sons Zachary) Tyler, Nick and Travis)'
parents Dennis and Sandra Nielsen; and his
brother, Michael Nielsen.

Dan Nielsen began his career as a golf course super-
intendent with the Golf Club of Illinois in 1996. It was
here until his final days that Dan served the game of golf
with great distinction, inspiring and touching the lives of
everyone with whom he worked. Before his tenure at the
Golf Club of Illinois, Dan served as an assistant at Mid-
lane Country Club and Westmoreland Country Club.

It is a mark of Dan's humility that so few of us were
even aware of the fact that Dan was an exceptionally
gifted athlete. While studying criminal justice at Western
Michigan University, Dan set and still holds several pitch-
ing records there.

R.R, 6-2, 205, So., Northville ... earned All.MAC honors as a freshman and was unbeaten
against five league opponents, which included four complete games. , .his mark was also
best by a MAC hurler and WMU's tops since 1979 had a two-hit 2-0 shutout o-ref Ohio
State ... has excellent fastball. slider, and control good leader .
•• • was all-league pitcher during senior year of high school as he compiled a 7-2 mound
mark also played outfield ... earned two letters in baseball, plus basketball and
football defensive tackle and tight end in latter sport and all-league pick.
ODD business major. .. born August 331, 1965.
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Pitcher

R-ER
30-26

DB
19

SO
46

W-L
7.0

ERA
3.94

This entry in the 1986 Western Michigan University yearbook
chronicles some of Dan's exceptional achievements as a pitcher.
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Before choosing greenkeeping
as his profession, Dan pitched for
two years in the Pittsburgh Pirates
minor league system. Dan might
have been brought up into the major
leagues had he not injured his throw-
ing arm. He never told me how he
blew out his arm, but knowing Dan,
I think it is safe to assume that his
misfortune was owing to his no-
holds-barred style. Probably he
should have eased up a little on his
fastball, but Dan just wasn't wired to
ever back down from a contest of will
or endurance.

Dan had a huge heart for green-
keeping. He threw himself into it
when he discovered it. And one of the
things that he enjoyed most about
our profession is the camaraderie that
we have. The passion that Dan put
into his work was equaled by the
devotion that he had towards his fam-
ily and friends. When Dan passed
away, many of us lost our best friend.

When one of our own is taken
in the prime of his life, I think that it
should get our attention. I am hoping
that we will all honor Dan's memory
by cultivating stronger friendships,

Dan with his Harley.

and by being thankful every day for
the gift oflife.

Donations to the family of Dan
Nielsen may be made care of the
MAGGS. ~d~

The ulility vehicle Ihalls buill
as lough as a Iraclor.

Hard working, dependable and tough: the Kubota RTV900.
• 21.6 HP diesel engine - Designed by Kubota engineers
• Hydrostatic power steering - Handle tight turns with ease
• Variable Hydrostatic Transmission (VHT) - No belts. No maintenance.

No loss of torque.
• Hydraulic wet disc brakes - Smooth braking, even in mud and water
• 4-wheet drive - Power through the roughest terrain
• Ground-hugging suspension - fully independent front and semi-independent

rear suspension
• 4 different models - General, worksite, turf and recreational

Tra~r ~gh.~bota smal\Manln Implement, Inc.
1MOO lD4th. AIB.

Orland Park, IL 601167
(708) 349-8430

EVERYTHING YOU VALUE
www.kubota.com

MAIN STREET
11 MILES WEST
OF BATAVIA, IL
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