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THE BATTLE PLAN
(Two More Infestations Confirmed)

Since the last issue of On Course) two more infestations of the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) have been
discovered in Illinois. The second infestation was found in Wilmette (the first was found in rural
St. Charles) in June). A resident discovered the beetle and alerted the village forestry department.
After foresters examined the suspect tree they immediately contacted the United States Department of
Agriculture) Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA-APHIS). The bug was sent to the
USDA to its lab in Romulus) Michigan for confirmation.

Inspectors visited the residence where the beetle was found and discov-
ered several infested ash trees. Upon initial survey, IDOA and village forestry
officials found suspect trees in approximately a five-block area with as many as
16 trees exhibiting symptoms of EAB infestation. A more extensive survey of
the area has begun to assess the full extent of the infestation.

I There are more than 18,600 trees on Wilmette Village
I parkways encompassing over 150 species and sub-species, of

which 2,818 are ash. In light of the threat of the Emerald Ash
Borer, the Village has not added any ash trees to its parkway
tree inventory since 2003. The village has four foresters on
staff, all Certified Arborists. Wilmette has been a certified
Tree City for the past twenty-two years, receiving eleven
growth awards from the National Arbor Day Foundation for
excellence in tree care.

As recently as July 21, 2006 the EAB was discovered in
neighboring Evanston. This infestation was discovered by a
City of Evanston Parks/Forestry Division employee while
assisting in an extensive survey initiated as a result of an infes-
tation in Wilmette. Beetles were found in seven trees located
in Lovelace Park, located at Gross Point Road at Thayer Street
in the far northwest area of Evanston. In addition, the emer-
ald ash borer was discovered in a tree on private property on
the east side of Gross Point Rd. at Thayer Street.

"We have now found 30 infested trees within two com-
munities, all within a % mile radius of the original detection. At
this point we don't know how much farther the infestation will
reach, but we can't stress enough how important community

participation is in fighting the battle against the emerald ash borer," IDOA
Division Manager of Natural Resources Warren Goetsch said on July 21,2006.

A photo of the map showing
the 51 square mile quarantine

in Kane County.

Declaration of a Nuisance
On July 17, the IDOA released the Declaration of Nuisance in Kane

County. It states:
"NOTICE IS HEARBY GIVEN by the Illinois Department of Agricul-

ture, Bureau of Environmental Programs, pursuant to the Insect Pest and Plant
(continued on page 19)
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Emerald Ash Borer ... (continued from page 17)

Disease Act (505 ILCS 90/14) that
the Illinois Department of Agricul-
ture is declaring all plants an plant
products thereof infested with the
Emerald Ash Borer (Agrilus pla-
nipennis Fairmaire) specifically but
not limited to Green ash (Fraxinus
pennsylvanica), White ash (Fraxinus
Americana), Black ash (Fraxinus
nigra), as well as several horticultural
varieties of ash, to be a nuisance in the
State of Illinois and should be eradi-
cated. The beetle is currently
confined to portions of Kine and
Cook Counties. There is currently no
known treatment to control Emerald
Ash Borer. Therefore in accordance
with 505 ILCS 90/15, eradication of
infested trees according to Depart-
ment guidelines will be required by
the owner, or other persons in posses-
sion or control of the infested trees.
The responsible party must remove
all infested trees by the deadline and
method specified by the Department.
Failure of the property owner, or per-
son in possession or control of the
property to remove the infested trees
will result in the tree removal by the
State of Illinois and the expenses
incurred by the State of Illinois shall
be collected in a civil action against
the person liable." The Declaration of
Nuisance, though seemingly obvious,
is a necessary step that has to occur,
giving the IDOA the authority to
eradicate the pest. The law states
prior to the approval of the Declara-
tion of the Nuisance, a public hearing
has to occur. Many concerned home-
owners, village representatives,
business owners, and green industry
professionals attended this event.
Most voiced their opinions and con-
cerns throughout the afternoon.

It was clear from the comments
made during the public hearing, edu-
cation of the public is going to be the
most crucial step if we ever have a
chance of containing/controlling this
pest. I listened to property owners'
concerns about who was going to pay
for the removal and remediation of
their trees, the impact it will have on
their property values, and influence
the little bug will have on their qual-
ity of life. As I sat in the audience, I
tried not to diminish the concerns of
the public, but quickly realized igno-
rance was the motivating factor
vibrating their vocal chords. I have sat

The EAB is discovered in Cook Country.
The map displays %? mile radius circles from the discovery in suburban Wilmette.

on the EAB Readiness Team for the
past several years in Illinois and
through this group I have learned
much about the process when a non-
native pest threatens one of our very
own. The message the media sends
out is critical to raising awareness of
the problem, but at the same time,
those directly involved (IDOA,
APHIS, etc.) pay for the sensational-
ism and panic that goes with it. So
much time is spent on concerns that
don't address the problem or address
the proper governing body.

I began to grow weary of the
concerns about funding, especially
when no one that was being
addressed could do anything to
change the monies delineated. In fact,
the people addressing the IDOA have
more impact on funding than the
actual IDOA officials through the
politicians and legislators who repre-
sent them. People made claims
"based upon internet research" that
the IDOA was not disclosing every-
thing about this pest, especially when
the subject of treatment was

broached. To date, there are a num-
ber of products that will control the
EAB, but not one of them has been
deemed 100% effective. Thus the
IDOA has not made any proclama-
tions about chemical control yet. In
fact, during the press conference, it
was made clear the protocol (how the
IDOA will actually deal with the
infested trees) was not even set for the
infected areas. This is the next step,
and fortunately the IDOA has past
experience on their side, as they meet
with officials from Michigan to dis-
cuss a strategy for Illinois.

Quarantine
Fortunately, the next issue that

was addressed this day was the quar-
antine of the original infection site in
Kane County. The purpose of the
quarantine is to simply "prevent the
spread of a dangerous plant pest."
The quarantine makes it illegal to
move the following regulated articles:
1. The Emerald Ash Borer in any liv-

ing stage of development
(continued on page 20)

www.magcs.org 19

http://www.magcs.org


Emera ld Ash Borer . . . (continued from page 19) 

2. Ash trees (Fraxinus spp.) of any size 
3. Ash limbs and branches 
4. Any cut non-coniferous firewood 
5. Bark from ash trees and wood chips 

larger than one inch from ash trees. 
6. Ash logs and lumber with either the 

bark or the outer one inch of sap-
wood or both removed, attached. 

7. Any item made from or contain­
ing the wood of an ash tree which 
is capable of spreading the emer­
ald ash borer. 

8. Any other article, product, or 
means of conveyance when it is 
determined by the Director that is 
presents the risk of spread of the 
EAB in any stage of development. 

The quarantine goes on to 
define how movement of regulated 
articles under certain conditions 
through a permit and inspection 
process can occur. Beyond that, the 
quarantine does not describe what 
will happen next. The notice of quar­
antine also allowed public comment. 
A few more people spoke up, some 
with concerns that the area was too 
small (51 square miles) and should 
encompass the whole county of Kane. 
Still others, (business owners in Kane 
County, but not in the quarantine 
area) were happy the IDOA did not 
propose a blanket quarantine over the 
whole county. Nonetheless, the quar­
antine was subsequently signed and 
put into place on July 20, 2006. 

The Next Step 
I mentioned the IDOA has a lit­

tle time to figure out the next steps 
that they will take in the three 
infected sites. See, the adults are still 
flying right now. It does not make 
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sense to remove any trees until all the 
adults have deposited their eggs and 
completed their life cycle. There is no 
sense making the adults in the air 
search for new trees to infect. How­
ever if officials will use Michigan, 
Ohio and Indiana Strategic Plan for 
the eradication of the EAB, the pro­
tocol will look something like this: 
• Continue the delimiting surveys in 

the newly discovered infected sites. 
(Wilmette and Evanston). 

• Implement a survey process with 
the use of detection trees through-

Steve Knight of APHIS has seen 
the devastation of the EAB in 

Michigan as he looks on during 
the first public hearing. 

out high-risk areas (High-risk areas 
in MI and IN include: sawmills, 
nurseries, campgrounds, arborists, 
landscapers, firewood dealers and 
"call ins" from the public). Past 
experience shows that detection 
trees that can be used to monitor 
movement of the EAB allows 
inspectors to cover more area than 
by visual inspection alone. A detec­

tion tree is girdled using a 
drawknife to remove all the bark 
from an area approximately six 
inches wide, four feet above the 
ground. It is then marked as a 
monitoring tree with paint and 
eventually felled and inspected for 
any life stages of the EAB. 

• The control method most effective 
has been removal of the trees with 
life stages of EAB and those adja­
cent trees within a half mile radius 
from the point of infestation, fol­
lowed by a herbicide treatment for 
woodlot trees or grinding of 
stumps for landscape trees. 

• Another method is within a half 
mile of all infested trees, cut all 
host trees at or below 4" and let 
them lie, create islands of girdled/ 
wounded host trees within the 
perimeter of the cut and treat with 
pesticide all host trees with in the 
islands of attraction to eradicate 
any adult emergence from felled 
trees, remove and digest all other 
host material following adult 
emergence and resurvey the next 
season with detection trees or 
destructive sampling. (I don't see 
this as an option for our area, 
especially in any neighborhood.) 

• Creating regulatory activity and 
putting personnel in place that 
will be responsible for: 
- Inspecting and issuing certifica­

tion documents for ash products 
- Defining, assessing and mitigat­

ing pathways of artificial spread 
of EAB 

- Issuing compliance agreements, 
conducting compliance checks 
and other inspection activity. 

COMPOST COMPOST MIXES 
• 15 Yard Loads • Compost/Soil Mixes 
• 30 Yard Loads • Compost/Sand Mixes 
• Screened !4 inch 
• Screened V4 inch 

For more information and pricing, call Caroline 
At 847-441-6606 

reenCyele 
GreenCycle Incorporated 

400 Central Avenue, Suite 115 
Northfield, Illinois 60093 

847-441-6606 
www.greencycle.net 

http://www.greencycle.net


- Working with public relations
staff to convey program goals
and regulations to industry,
government, cooperators, and
educate the general public.

- Assisting cooperators in carrying
out survey and regulatory activi-
ties designed to stop the spread
ofEAB.

- Assisting cooperators in carrying
out control activities designed
to eradicate EAB.

• Outreach (right now, our most criti-
cal step). Ongoing public awareness
campaigns are designed to provide
education to residents and encour-
age their cooperation and support
in reporting possible beetle damage
in their area and suspected incidents
of quarantine violations.
- This should include billboard

signage, public service announce-
ments, newspaper

- The development and distri-
bution of additional information
brochures, public surveys,
and posters.

Education is the Key
As the IDOA deals with the reg-

ulatory aspect of dealing with the
infestations, lawmakers have already
garnered $7.6 million dollars to help
fight the EAB in Illinois. The already
understaffed IDOA will welcome any
help that it can get in this fight. As
explained, it will be much more diffi-
cult to eradicate than the Asian
Longhorn Beetle (ALB) that was suc-
cessfully conquered in Chicago. As
one IDOA field inspector explained,
"it is difficult to see an infestation if
there are no symptoms on the tree.
Typically, the first sign of an infesta-
tion will occur at the top of the
canopy, it is not something easily seen
from the ground." He went on to say,
"just because we did not see an infes-
tation does not mean the tree is clean,
we can't see eggs that were recently
laid prior to inspection. The EAB is
hard to track."

All of the representatives from
the IDOA, APHIS, and the USDA
looked tired at the July 17 meeting.
Most of their work is still ahead of
them as they draw closer to designing
and implementing some type of plan.
One positive note is that Illinois is not
the first to go through this. We are able
to learn form-neighboring states and
begin to concentrate on what matters.

...just because we
did not see
an infestation does
not mean the
tree is clean,
we can't see
eggs that were
recently laid prior
to inspection.
The EAR is
hard to track.

Steps to Take
on Your Property
and Neighborhoods

There are certain things each
property owner/manager can do to
hdp, .
1. Conduct a tree inventory; know

where your ash trees are.
2. Visually inspect your ash trees

for dieback, yellowing, and water
sprouts from the base. If a tree
is suspect, search for loose bark,
galleries from feeding larvae and _
D-shaped exit holes.

3. Help neighbors and others
through the process. Often the
first step is identifying if indeed
there the tree in question is an ash.
You can help relieve some of the
calls to the IDOA and APHIS by
helping to identify the tree species.

4. If you suspect an infestation make
the call to 800-641-3934 or 312-
742-3385 and let them know you
are a green industry professional,
not a homeowner. Your call will be
treated differently (as it should).

The knowledge that I have
gained by sitting on the EAB readi-
ness task group has made me realize
the impact this bug could have. If it is

(continued on page 22)
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Emerald Ash ... (continued from page 21)

not eradicated, the impact of the EAB
on ash in North America will be sim-
ilar to that of chestnut blight and
Dutch elm disease, which devastated
woodland and urban forests in the
20th century. The ash has become a
very popular landscape tree because
of its tolerance of less than ideal
planting conditions and its resistance
to the gypsy moth and other pests. In
Michigan alone, 300 million ash trees
have been planted in the landscape
with approximately 28 million in the
infested area. You could imagine the
economic impact if allowed to spread
into the northeastern United States
where nursery, landscaping, timber,
golf, recreation and other tourism
industries are economically critical.
The forests in Michigan alone have
850 million ash trees that are at risk.
So many are concerned with the eco-
nomic impact, sometimes it is
difficult to think of the environmen-
tal effects we may see. Imagine losing
the leaf cover provided by our ash.
Suddenly, the economic impact does
not seem so important. ~ ~Aw
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